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‘Turco-Perslan feootier, Refers to Part IV, 
‘No. 199, Transmits copy of note addressed 
1 the Porte by the Persian Mivister eo 
cerning the dispute we ee 


Legation cuard at Tehran. Proposed increase 
‘of. Refers to Part IV, No. 146. Concurs 
in proposal to instruct’ Mr, Grant Daff to 
‘concert mensures with Gorernment of India 
for dispatch of troops in ease of necessity”. 


Shiraz, Refers to Part IV, Nos. 109 and 156, 
Persian Government have refised apology 
and are obstructive. 3 


British claims, Refers to Part LY, No, 109, 
Constantly Proposes. layin 
persoually ee 


Kuba buildings: to Part LV, No. 167, 
Will tell Pera hat His Majesty’ 
Government eat accept reparation ofered 
ay satisfactory 


Shire, Refers to Part 1, 
‘oven aetite q 


Molestation of witnerses nt Shinar, Refers to 
No. #, Authoriges hiea to take strong. 
representations to Persian Gorernment cons 


Arms for Consulates, ‘Tranamits telegram 
tom Viceroy. tn ils ‘Majsiy' Charge 
Atites at Tehran, died Ta Januaty, 
Concerning the peapotedsorage of arms a 
Mobah ot tine m eateae ees 

Persia, Contton oft Report on. Also on 

‘fectngDrtoh commercial a 


Persian frontier dispute, Refers to 
1v, |. Hears that Sita his 
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Majidcoe Sataneh, 
Has tof Tt rg 


Refers to Part 1Y, 
hhould concert with Government 
for despatch of troops to Tehran 
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ersian Minister. Persian Government not 
wepared to consent to Mixed Cor 

is Majesty's Government strongly 


Russian policy. in Persin, Conversation with 
Persia Miniaer, Possibility of M. Speyer 
recalled from Ro 
in the Far East 
Me than Before an attempt on her part. 
fo seizea port in the Persian Gulf 


Financial position, Refers to Part IV, No, 120, 
Grand Vizier unable to repay the 700,000 
ce by. the ink beyond the 
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Kuba building, Refers to No. 5, Ha 
i logy from Yamin-i-Nizam and 
FOF cs i 


‘Arnis for Meshed. Refers to No, 19. Con= 
in suggestion that the arma be stored 


Rusto-Afghan relations and Seistan, ‘Traps 
‘mite Teter from Foreign Secretary to. Go 

of India, dated 14th December, 
Twolosing letter tothe Ameer +5 ish 


Further Persian loan. Transmite telegram 
feom Vieeoy, dated 20. January, con: 
cerning conéetsions which His. Majenty's | 
Gorertinet shoud aman In ear for «| 


Maltreatment of witnesses at Shirez. Before 
to No. 5 Ip will not 
allow Goverior to apologixe to His Majesty’ 
Comal, Requests instructions «+ 





Attack on Colonel Douglas and Cs 
Larimer, Persian Government deel 

pay compensation, Suggests. that strong. 
cnsares be taken si 


Hexjam-Bunder Abbas telegraph fine, Hay 
‘et asked) hy Mushir-edDowleh. for the 
Account whielt Persian Government are pre- 
pared to settle Ba aah Pea 


Ponsiiliy of dinushaices, Repeats tegen 
To lala on advisabity of senting troops.» 
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to Vicoroy, dated {01h January, pot 

that fact of British ocepation from 1868-80, 
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| Arm for Consulates. ‘Tranemits teleg 


Visoros, dated Sth January, concurring. ty 
proposal to store arms at Robat 
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Financial situation. ReferstoNo.4. Present 
moment unfavourable for prewing Bri 


British policy. Astures him of favourable 
geatinents of prevent “Mistry” towards 


Recruiting of Beberis, Transmita Patt 1V, 
NocISH, is Majesty's Legaroo t Tehran 
shoal have been onsted before order far 
teeming were given ses 


Persian Gorerament and the Imperial Bank. 
Linbilities of the Government towards 


Arm for Consilates, Transits telgram 
from Vieroy datel 12th anearyy aston 
that arms cannot be sent Go Robat witha 
the kapwledge of the Persian Goverament 


CConslar guards. Traowmits telegram from 
Vieerorsdatet 1th dune, dtaiog measure: 
taken for death of troop to Peri in 
fase vecrnty 


Plague in Seistan, Suggest that care be taker 
to prevent Russians placing quarantine 
guards in Seistan provines 


Disturbances in South Pea, Repeats ee 
rat from UUs Aljesty' Conml eB 
Shaaestion for ovement of tops in ese 
afenenetefee es an 


Indo-Persan_Powtal Agreement, Refers to 
Part IyNov 140, Me Nats han tate no 
3.” Tle will probably rae question at 


will eo-aperate with Customs officials aud 
Russian doctor yea 


Province of Fars. Refees to Nos. 28 and 97. 


Wes recived eonmaton 
stares for preven 
‘extant of Hassan military Gordon 


Mullahs. Refers to No. 37, Return of 1 
‘Tehran. Concessions made by Government 
te ic. ees 

Memorandam concerning 


maltreatment of 
‘witvesses at Shitsa ey 


Complaints against Mr. Grant Du, iis 
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Maltreatment of witnesses at Shiraz, Trane 


Plaguo in Seistan, Tranmite telegram from 
"Vicerey of 16th an to stepa which should be 
ikea Gee 


Refers to No. 2 
srning precautionary 
measures to bo taken in eas of necessity 


Plaguy at Sinton, ‘Transits tlegram cf 
Th January fom Viceroy, sopeestog 
tneaare for provonting spread of se 


Oi Gone a abn tyra 
‘nts copy of Agreement signe by Nf, Presco 
Mile DakMae Chiefh ae ny 


Loan, Conversation with Count, Lamsdor 
Taiter is averse to lending, Persia, more 


road, ‘Tranamity Report by. Mr. 
‘Preeen on prenent state of 


‘Turco-Persian frontier. 
Hig Majesty's Consul 
encounter between Turki 


Kurds c 


Condition of Fars, Situation un 
Commissioner expectad to 
‘on 24th Janney 


ve at Sh 


Southern customs of Persia, ‘Tranemite tele: 
gram from Viceroy of 20th January re 
Porting revente fromm arena 


Plague in Seitan, Appointment of Diretor 
¢F Customs i Sista an reset of Sanitary 
Couey of which rida ad Tupsin Cone 


Plague at Seistan, Refers toNo. 49. Russian 
Toot authorition have ordered strong. pre= 
cautionary menurer 4. ew 


Dispatch of troops to Robat. He should keep, 
ravernsient of Jndis fully informed of sit 
tion Go ote ay. oe asl 


Steacn-shiy “Kamara!” Refers to No, 47, 
Toatructa bins otto press the claim | 


Proposal hat His Majesty's Consul at Turbati> 
Haidari shall pay yearly visit to. Astrabad, 
Refers to No.1. Bit 
‘of the proposal 


Steamship" Kasara.” Refers to No. 47, 
Concurs in opinion that elaiin need not be 
presed ae SS i 


Attack on British pont at Nobat_ Dakhi 
‘Tranamits telegram from Viceroy dat d 
ard January, reporting ons 
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Sua of Dane, Reis to Par 1, 
Nor isl, Hesse reply reel 


Persian Goverament to Sit A. Hardinge’ 
ote conceraing. Persian Government con 
fider Bahreia to be unquestionably ther pro= 
pert. Request innructons se 


Condition of Fars. Repeats telegram from His 
‘Majesty's Coniul at Shiraz, Maleontents 
propose taking refuge in Consulate 


Loan, Conversation with Count Lamadort 
Refers to No, 53. Approves language 


Plague fa Srstas. Refers to No. 49, Trams 
‘mits telegram from Vieeroy. | May troops 
be dispatched at once to Rabat? sy ++ 


Proposed Joan to Persia, ‘Transmit tlegrase 
{to Viceroy, dated 24th January, stating that 
His Majesty's Government have fvally 
‘ded that loan should not be made. 


Plague in Scistan, Transmits telegram from 
Reeroy, dated 27th January, relative to 
mesures taken for control of. Anti-English 
feeling is being stirred up by Russians 


Shiraz, Refers to No. 67, Approves action 


101. Persiso 


in Seistan, apes telegram from His 

ni, Covina Mead re 
Toning depaich of 160 "Comscks 
Hoctro Turtat-Jum 


Urumis murders, Refers to No. 78, Consule 
‘General may Feturn to Tabreez sw 

Status of Babreinete, ‘Tronsmite Nos. 68 and 
126 for approval of Mr, Morley ,. 


Plague at Seistan. Refers to No. 69, Cone 
‘rs i proposal fo respect to medical oais- 
tance and dispatch of troops to Robat 


Russian motir-ear service in North Persia, 
‘Trani Menogdu reget a 
view sith Mr. Maclean, Manager of the 
Fenian Tranyjor Comploy, who gare his 
opinion eouerrring the proposed extablish 
‘ment of « British service in South Persia, 


Condition of Pars, Agitation against Shoes 
aggeats offical interveotion by 

His Majesty's Goversiment if the Price 
‘malotained : =| 
Proposel Persian loan Position of Grand 

Inter depends oa his bein 

toa tha eerie have bees ade 
weal See 
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‘Unmi Mullah, Refers to No. 14. In ret 
for permiasion for Mullah to return to Ur 
Persian Goverment in prepared to, grant 
request of Tis Majesty's Goverament that 
the toro Beglish sigoallers should be posted 
at Tarbat and Birjand «, an 


‘Tureo-Porsian frootier dispute. Pers 
vrerament do not object to the formation of 
4% Commission, provided that ‘Turkish troops 
frat evacuate the distrits lalmed 


Plague in Sestan, Refers to No, 7 
‘been informed by Persian, Government that 
Russian doctor went to Turbati-Jam, but 
found dive was diphtheria and returned «. 


Shiraz, Refers toNo, 81. If Prince 
tobe sent back, Persian Government 


Plague in Tene arn 
eroy eppovig despa of ops fer 
Roba. at ie ” 


Plague in Seistan, ‘Trannmit telegeam from 
Viceroy, dated Int February, reporting 
action taken by in eoubeeton 
with a 


Propoved Persian loans Conversation 
Count Benckendort and. Persian Minister 
eonceraing vs ae 


Persitn loan, Refers to No, 88) Hin Mav 
Haty's Government cannot reconsider thelr 
dechion vee ee 


Molestation of witnesses at Shiraz, Refora to 
Ts there any ruth i Perslr 
ccount ofthe matter ? fi 


Persiao loans Refers to No, 62 Russian 
Government should be informed of His 
Majesty's Government's attude,. 


Concessions and Baklava, Ree 
fers to No. 54. Approves action of Mr. 
Preces in negotiations with Bakhtiari Chits 


Hamadan road, Tranymite report by 
Golonel Douglas on. 


Kulak buldiogs,  Refera 
‘Tranamits note fro 


inlets) make” forall aplogy ue 
destruction of a i - o 


Majidser-Saltanch, Will leave, Tabrees, ow 
oth December, Has written letar thanking 
His Majesty's Goverament for the protection 
iatoeetMinted gar tenn ca 


Couack Brigade, Tranamits letter from 
‘Colouie) Douglas relative to atin 

are Mikely” 30 assure in case of 

og ‘ 


Unrest in Persia Refers to Part IV, No, 180, 
Hepes Incresng weaknew of Cetra 
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Shires and Fare, Refers to Part LV, No. 184, 
‘Comments on unsatisfactory condition of 
Taforns of conversation swith Mushir-ed- 
Dowieh ‘ co 


Province of Fars, Refers to Patt IV, No. 85 
‘Transmits list of robberies which have takeo 
place during the last to year on the roads 
Of the province we aes 


Unni murder and attack on Captain Gough. 
Refers to. Part 1V, No, 153. Tranamits 
correspondence relative to: Persian Gi 
ernment’ procrastization sw 


Attack on Colonel Dooglas and Mr, Larimer. 
Refers to Part 1V, Ne. 138 ‘Transmins 
correspondence with’ Persian Goverameat 
concerning the elas for compensation pot 
forward by His Majesy's Gorersment 


‘Tureo-Persian frontier. Refers to Part 1 
"Teananite extract from correspor= 
between Persian Government and 


Monthly summary. Tranamits .- o 


Converration with Grand Viaier concerning 
probable attitude of new British Gaveeainent 
towards Borsa is i and 


Situation in Persia. Reports conversation with 
Persian Minster, who had beeo recalled to 
Thane apy 


Malek Sia welograph extonsian. Shout 
obtaia the extension in 


Disgteh of guardeto Pera. Trauma 
ftom Director af Miltary Operations 
tng That eavary would be psf 
tangy. ‘Transm ho tera to Vi 
roy of lit Febroar nthe sane». 


Maltreaunent of witnesses at Shiras, 
His Sajety’s Government will to 
apology. Muletecr states he was uot in 

ange of goods at time of robbery | 


Pago in Sian, fico Nal Reps 
‘slegeam to Tada, proposing (0, make 
‘etbalcomutieston to Mishel: Dowleh 
‘ith regard to dapateh of tecops to Roba. 


Raostl pga ahora Reet 
os 75, ‘Repeats teagan fom Indian Gi 
ernment to Couns-Generl at Mesbed. If 
Heniact have alsodonel scheme, Agency 
Surgeon ‘vot logo to Tubats-beth Jam 


Sie A. Hardinge's Memorandum on Persia. 
‘Thaoks for. Refers to.N0.9 se 


Plague in Seistan. Tranomite telegram frum 
Grant Dulf to His Majesty's Consul at 
‘Seta, instructing him to eport on 


Proposed Persian Loan. ‘Transits telegram 
to Viceroy isformning him that His Majesty's 
Government have refused to grant a loan 
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Shiraz. Maleontents i scok asylum fo Betih 
Conculate, Has informed Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 
‘and hopes Persian Government will exlm the 


Persia to-a stato of vassalage 


Kulick Sih extension, Trying to obtain 
oncssion for, an has ake or persion 
for Brits sigtallerso work at Tebat 

jan. Repeat telegram to Toda 


‘Troops for Robat. Refers to No. 110, 
TLeaven matter to hi discretion a 


Stator of Bahreinese. Suggest thal reference 
Tbe amade in communication +o be addressed 
to Persian Government to the action taken 
by British authorities in November 1904 for 
protection of Porsian traders fn Babrein 


Persian tlogaphts ‘Trananits telegram fom 
ley satel” hRebrry. spreiog 
that Shah may be indice to ngre 
Rat-Seintan line.” Tnportaiee of owing 
toplaguein Sean os vy 


Henjam, Repeats telegram to Todia and 
and egran from Consul-General 

at Bushiee, who asks for fostructionn with 
‘view to protection of Arabi. : 


Proposed Persian Jonn, Refers. to No. 92, 
Has addressed private letter to Count Tams: 
don concerning. Emperor. haa express 
fatiafuction at communication sy a4 


Propose’ Persian loans Refers to. No, 116, 
probable. that Rusia nil gonnt ts 
Knowing. bad eet on public pion 
Haun cheese meee, 


‘Shitae,  Igbal-ed Dowleh appointed Govern 
of Fars, Kepeats telogeams Irons Casi 


Uris Repeats telograan to Consul 
slay tolling. itm to roturn 10 
+ Persian, Government do. not 


Bahrein, Mefers wo No, 66, 
reply to by iver (0 Perslan Go 
Sovereignty of Persia over Bahy 
fusmitted by His Majesty's Gos 


Fars and Shira, 


Bish policy in Persia, Refers to No, 105, 
“Approves language to Aineed-Dowleh 


Plague in Seistan, Hay informed Mushired- 
Doileh of dispateh of troops to Robat, 
endiog him a written note to that effect 


Guarde for British Consulates in. Persia, 
TRefera to Yar Vy No. 127. rat 
letter from India Ofc jntori 
increase in + : 
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Persian roads, Gives opinion on Sire points 
‘mentioned in Part TH Ne 2. 7 i 


Urmi morders. Person Minister at Washing 
ton has asked for delay of ten months before 
vunishient of murderers, Mr. Grant. Dall 
firged American Minster that stringeot 
conditions should be made if delay granted 


Persian Jon, Transmit telegram from Vist= 
Toy af 1th Febraary, remarking on refs 
Of Hin Majesty's Government asd equvees 
proceedings of Rumlan Goverement 


Kub-l-Mal 
No, 107, 
will reconsider. the 
rawn opposition to Molle retura 


Molestation of witness at Shiraz. Refers to 
‘No. 109, Persian Minister has been press 
for an apology x pay 


Dispatch of troupe to Pera, Meany ole 
Fn fom ary of 16 Fray 
Ling on dctiy abd requesting carly 

Iermaton of any deteion ns 


Persian toan. Refers to No. 92, Count Lames 
‘Vor! has informed. him of report of oan 
Wing negotiated by His Majestys Govern 


Propored Perslan loan, Refers to No, 197, 
‘No truth in report’ that His 
jovernient are about to grant lou 
Persian Gaverament 


Colon! Dooglas and Captain Lorimer. Attack 
fv, ‘Tyansmuite Now 102, with pr 
iswer for. Me, Morly's concurrence. Tt 
how appears fesimble that compensation 
thould be pressed for a 8 


Uri inquiry. Hefera to No, 101, Approves 
Teruis nf romnuplention to. Persian Govern 


Iarrem 


Persian loan, 
‘agra fom 
eral Banke Daft of 13th February 
fet he pr my codtins Mhan 
Peuateal Agent probably waking mich 
with Persian Gove ool! 


Bakhtiari road, ‘Teowsmits Teter from Messrs, 
Tynch fnetoing sathtes of tral for 1403— 
1005, with remarks Sf a 


King’s birthday and Kubak incidents. Refers 
to Part 1V, No, 95,, Draws attention to 
‘missiony in. Musbie-ed-Dowleh’s communi 
‘cation yo Aln-es-Sultanel ‘ 
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| Bahnein, Retors to No. 68, Transmit note 
| Mom Peran Government, with enarts on 
tote Bngih fog in Pers : 


Proposed Persian Joan,  Refors to No. 70. 
‘ansmits copy of Note address to Persian 
Goverament informing them that fis 
Majesty's Goverament eamnot grant loan. 


‘Attack on Captain Gough, Tranamits corre: 
‘spondence with Persian Government on. 

| 

| Uri cise. Refers to No, 73. ‘Transmite 
torrexpondeace with Oonsal-General Wratin- 

Taw, Mushired-Dowleh, and Mr. Pearson 


Complaints of his language, Refers to Nos. 98 
fan 37, Submits defence of bis action | 


Mission 

| "No. 94 

Majesty 

‘Maer appears to be satisfactorily, 





Colovel Douglas and Captain Lor 
fon, Refers to No, 102 Transmits note 
19 Government giving reasons for | 
thei refusal to pay compensation... 


| Kulik buildiogs, Refers to No. 6. Yamin. 
Nizam has called on Captain, Macpherson 
table apology, a 


ah at ho. 


Mairstownt of wien a hile. Ref 
Boa ay are 
Muited-Dowle, plo wl be 
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| Rewran of Mullahs to ‘Tebrane Refers to 
No. 4, Reports, with Uist of concessions 
made to Fr 


Return of Mullahs to ‘Tebras  Rolers to 
0.150, ‘Trantets summary of Petition 
drawn up by sakes 


‘Tyroo-Persian frontier. Refers 10 No. 103 
yote: from Mushie=ed-Dowleh. 


Gees 138 


‘Turco-Persian frontier dispute. Refers to 
‘No 167, Traasnity despateli from Mile 
tary Attaché giving approximate nuinber of 
tivops whieh could be placud inthe field by 
Persia is ease of hostiites ese LA) 


post 
us llepateh fam. Viceroy, dated 10th 
Septenbery 1908, ith regard tthe esta 
twa ota pedeyou ewe] 10 


Monthly summary, ‘Tramsmite 4,06 | 12 
Plague in Solstams Refern to No. 48, Meae 
res take for control) of, Tra 


letter from Persian Customs Department 
ving wumber of deaths, Se, ++ 
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Meshed-Seistan telegraph line, ‘Transmits 
Aespatches from His Majesty's Consul in 
Seintan concerning Russian attempts to ob- | 
tala control of 





Beeakingsop of Persia ss se 








Proposed. Persian loan, Refers to No. 92. 
onversation with Count Larastorf eon: 
cerning 








Henjam, Refers to No, 121. Tranamits | 
telegram from Vieeroy dated 16th February, 
Goveroment of Inia conyers itundesiable 
wloeate Arabs in question on Bassidore 











Refers to No, 121. Coveurs ia] 
of telegram to Mr. Grant Dull ci | 
Cernig Linh € tlerap station ad yoo 
tionof Arabs on theitand ees 
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a Vin ahs for 15000 
Gerd unl Nnku be ean pay Hebe to 
tanks iis Majeny Goverment wil 
probably tease 
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‘Goverament are wot disposed 
made i July 1505: 













telegr jou have been fixed, they wil 
hjeet to enerclvw measure being” taken by | 
Persian G inst Arabs, His 
Majesty 1 do not favour sue 
gestion of offering. Arabs domiele at Basta 











Bakiniari toad, Refers to No. $8, Views 
af the Doatd on mattery connected with, 
Tranemita extracts fom reports un eon 
of road roa Alea ai Fapahan Ageuts 


Usbroin, Persian Resident at trvnsm) 
iran to Viceroy of Tada of 2201 Fel 
Asking views ont No, OS : 
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CONFIDENTIAL, 


Purther Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Persia. 


Parr V. 


No. 1, 


N. O\Gonor to Sir Edward Grey. —( Received January 1, 1906.) 


Sir, oustantinople, December 27, 1905, 
WITH reference to my despatch No, 924 of the sth instant, J have the honour 
to forward herewith for aid inclosures from the Persian Ambassador, in. 
which his Highness was ugh to send me copies of his note to the Rorte 
ulative to the disputed fromier near Vazné and Lahijan, and also of the telegram 
from the Persian Ministry for Forcign Affairs on the sume subject. 
T have, &e. 
(Gigued) ON. R, O'CONOR, 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 1, 
Prince Rizo Khan to Sir N, O'Conor, 


MM. I'Ambassadour et cher Coll Stamboul, le 22 Déeenbre, 1905. 
VAT Fhouncur Wenvoyer i votre Excellence cisinelns les copies de nin note, 
jer Ala Sublinw Porte, rvlativement ial 4 Lahijian, inst 
(que bs tiaduction en ‘Duro de ln dépéche du Ministdredes Atfaies: Rtrangtres de Perse 
concernant Ja dite atfaine, 
Veuiller, 
(Signé) | Prince M, RIZA KHAN, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 1, 


Mushir-ed-Dovlel to Prince Risa Khai, 


(Helegraphic.) 22 Sharval, 1828, 
YOUR Excellency’s telegram has been submitted to Ilis Majesty the Shalt, 
who states that the joint inquixy can take place if the invaders are removed from 
Vazné aud the other Persian places, and that as long as they xemain on Porsian soil 
the joint inquiry cannot be effective, Doubtless the spirit of iunity implanted fn 
Ottcnan statesnien will not admit of their approving of such acts, and you should 
fally explain it to them, and point out the necessity: of first withdrawing the invaders 
before proceeding to a joint inquiry. As ins already been explained to you by 
telegraph, the place where the invaders are was established many years ago by the 
control of the Mediating Powers, and by repeated decisions, as Veing in Persian 
possession, as is established by all kinds of proofs. As long as the invaders are there, 
how ean a joint inquiry be éarried out’ You should use your best efforts for the 
immediate removal of the invaders, and report the result. How is it that you are 
[1615] B 




















silont in. answer to the request made of you, when you are in possession of full 
information as to the results of joint inqitiries made in former years, and as to the 
Jands in question being in Persian possession? You will doubtless use all your best 
offorts as instructed and report result, ‘The Ottoman Embassy has received a reply in 
the same sense to a request made by it to the Atabag-i-Azam. 











Inclosure 8 in No. 1. 
Nole communicated by the Persian Government fo the Ottoman Government. 


T HAVE duly reported to the proper authorities the contents of your 
Excellency’s note of Shavval 18, 1823, in reply to my request for the removal 
‘of the Ottoman troops who had encroached on Persian territory at Vazné, Lahijan, 
‘nd Pessya, and to the proposal for a joint inquiry, both repeatedly: suggested. 
Your Excellency states therein that these places aro Ottoman territory, and that the 
aswell as Mirghan and Kel Sheikh are in the Ranié Shehr Bazar and Mamouret-i 
Tamil Kazas, nd are the summer pasturages of the Ottoman nomads; that a ar 
Mudir was formerly named to Vang, and taxes collected there, all of which establ 
‘Nurkey’s clear right to these lands. Yonaccortingly state that, as Persia has collected 
5,000 br 6,000 troops there, the local Government ns heen obliged to take similar 
measures in rottim ; but that, in order to establish the rights of ‘Turkey, it has been 
decided to appoint a Commission to effect. a jot inquiry. ‘The names of the Com- 
inissioners are given, and itis added that should the result of the inquiry be favourable 
fo the Persian claim the Turkish troops will naturally be withdrawn, but that it is 
mpossible to accede to my request in this sonse hefore the inquiry takes place. Your 
Exvelleney further requests mo to take prompt steps to. induce my Government to 
Appoint its Commissioners to take part in the Inquiry andl to let you know the result. 
T have now recived a telogram from the P stating thi 
matter having been Inid efore His Majesty the Shah, His \ Ting stated 
the jot inquiry enn take plueo if the Turkish troops are removed from Po 
te ory, and that as long as these eneroachers rema such Persian territor 
inquiry’ would not he feasible, As obviously the spirit of just 
will prechide them from approving of such actions, surprise 
Failing (0 veply: to the demands put for 

must, Hast of all, be removed from. Persia 
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tho two pasties 
Meet conclided Vazné, Lahijan, Serdesht, snd 
decupation, as was clearly establistied when the Commissioners of the 
visited tie Toe 








in Persian 
our Powars 
IS a reference, 


your Goverment, on the strongth of false reports from the Vali and military 
anthorities of Mosul, claims that Vazné, Lahijan, va, Mirghan, and Kelu Sheikh 
aro within the Ottoman dominions, and is sending troops and guns to eneroach on 
those places is entirely at variance with the unity which should prevail in the world of 
shim, as Ehaveno doubt your Excellency will admit, I have therefore to request 
that you will move the proper authorities to withdraw the invaders, and afterwards 
proceed to an inquiry, and will inform me of the result for the information of my 
Government. 


December 8 (22), 1905. 
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(184) No. 2. 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received January 1.) 


Sir, India Office, Decenier 30, 1905, 

* WITH reference to Sir B, Gorst’s letter of the 23rd instant relative to the proposed 
increase of the Legation guard at Tehran, I am directed by Mr. Secretary Morley to 
inelose for Sit B, Grey’ information, a enpy of a. telegram sent to the Government of 

nis the 24th instant on the subj fy 
Fala on te paths to your letter of the 28th instanton the same subject, Lam to 
say that Mr. Morley concurs in Sir E. Grey’ proposal £0 instruct Mb. Grant Duff by. 
telegraph to concert with the Government of India a \d His Majesty's Consul-General 
te Shaskite the best means of insuring that a force should be available for dispatch to 
‘Tehran or any other part of Persia with the least. possible delay in the ovent of 
necessity arising. 

Tam to inclose the copy of a further telegram 

Government of India, dated the 29th instant, infor 
which are being sent to Mi. Grant Du. 



































ch has Hoon addressed to the 
ig them of the instructions 





Tam, &e. 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOL 
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Tnclosure 2 in No. 2 






Mrs Morley to Government of India, 





th Iudin Office, Decenlier 29, 1908, 


(aera 24th instant. Insteuc 


PERSIA. Pleace refer to my telegram of the i 
Ting sent to Chargé d’ Affaires at Te ni to concert measures in consultation \ 
you and Gulf <0 as to insure that, should necessity arise, there may 
Jen force available for dispatch to Tehran or to any other part of Persia with as Iittle 
olay as possible, It is aot considered necessary that additional guard should at once 
Tie sent to Tehran, 





















































(211) No. 3. 







Mr, B. Grant Dup to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 1.) 


‘Tehran, January 1, 1908. 







“My request that the Deputy-Governor of Shiraz should be onlered to offer an 
apology to His Majesty’s Consul has been refused by the Persian Government. 














mportant, in my opinion, that we should strictly uphold the principle of 

ae ue ear ak to the local authorities by British Consuls. 

«The conduct of the authorities of Shiraz has been mos rehiensil i 
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“T trust you will send me seh instructions as will force them to give way.” 
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YOUR telegiam No, 188 [of 28th Decomber) Shiraz, 
Your action approved 





(211) No.7, 


i Sir Bdwaril Grey to Mr. E. Grant Dug. 
‘No. 4.) _ 
(elegrapliie,)) B, 

YOU are authorized ty aildress stron repre 
sense s 


Deput 








Koreign Ofer, January 1, 1906. 
u ntations to Persian Government in 
ested in your telegram No. 1 regarding the molestatic itnesses by 
Governor of Shiraz, ies aS ia 

















(269) 
India Office to Foreiyn Office. —(Received January 2.) 


THE Under-Seeretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Sccretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of Suite, copy of a telegram 
from the s, dtated th relative to arms for the Persian Consulates 


India Office, January 1, 1906 


Inclosure in No. 8. 
Government of India to Charge @alffaires at Tehran. 


(Telozraphic.) _P. January 1, 1900, 
(TeleMATT coforence to your tdlegram of the Ist December, our object way (0 have 
eccort and arms iu readiness at Robat so as to save journey from Quetta, which sould 
take tree weeks and would involve serious de ‘of emergency, We did not 
propose to take arms across the frontier, unless you required ws t0 do so. 

(Ropeated to Sceretary of State, 





(881) 


Sir A, Havdinye ta Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 3, 1906.) 


London, December 1905, 
Li was thought desirable by your predecessor that Eshould, on relinquishing my 


dutics as His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran, draw np a Report, which would be tsefit 
the present condition of Persin, as ovell as with the 


fecting: British political and commercial interests in that 
gount; is itl press within brigf dimensions a review of this nature, but 
it will be my endeavour to treat these virious subjects as concisely’ as is consistent with 
lucidity, and T shall begin by summarizing the main clements in the Persian political 


rine c 


situation, which will necessitate a recapitulation of some of the el nts of the last 


fo years, 
Financial Position » Lonus. 


he integrity and independence of Persia, the maintenanes of which may be 
regarded as the ‘main ¢ lomacy at Tehran, ins of Inte years heen 

ened by two principal dangers, the first, the acquisition by Russia of an absolute! 

ant inuenve «ver the Persian State, anid the second, the latter's internal 
‘omposition, due mainly to the weakness, extravagance, and financial exhaustion of its 
iment, 

‘The former of these two dangers has, oning to the present condition of Russia, 
eoased, for the imwediate present, to be threatening, but the second has within the last 
‘year oF two shown signs of increasing, and unless something ean be done to arrest it, an 
‘acute internal cris n affairs cannot, L think, long he delayed. Its primary 
ease, thotel deeper ones lie of course below it, is the personal eliaracter of the Shah, 

Muzatler-ed-din Shaki is probably the only’ Prince of the Kajar dynasty, who: hus 
shown conspicuous ineapacity for the role of an autocratic monarch, Naturally. kindly 
aiid well-meaning, but weak, capricious, and almost totally uneducated, he had lived for 
more than fifty years, before he caine fo the throne, in seclusion at Tabreez, as nominal 
Viceroy of thie great Province of Azerbaijan, yet without any real control over its affairs, 
which ere nianaged by: his Vizier, ander direct orders from ‘Tehran, He was often 
kept so short of money’ there that he had dificulty in paying the expenses of his house= 
Haha and ASeoea MEL whi HorakGeae MGT HHRUHOA NG ed to recoup himself for 
these years of leanne’s by ineonceivably reckless extravaganc this course he was 
supported and encouraged by a gang of greedy and ignorant ‘Turkish courtiers, who lial 
long been yaiting impatiently at Tabroez for his father’s death, in order to build up out 

#1615) © 
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of the public revenues, to the plunder of whieh they looked forward, immense private 
fortunes for themselves. ‘These men had no notion of politics, or of tho rudiments of 
government; {heir one idea, whilst ministering to the weaknesses and vices of their 
favereisn, was to Kill and cut up the goose vith the wolden eges, Tt was as though 
Henry Von ascending the Throne of England, had handed over to Falstaff and Poins 
the control of the national exchequer, 

‘Phere were not inde wanting in the new Shah's Government abler men, who bad 
yerved imder his father, and to these the Shah and the Tabreez, courtiers left the real 
nistration of the cnuutry, ‘Tivo of them, the Amin-e5-Sultan; and the Amin-ed- 
Dinwleh were snecesively Grand Viriers up to two years ago. Both were men of 
enpneity, holding, in eory, modem views amd in the domain of forciga affairs disposed 
to vewir! Enland rather than Russie as Persia’s best friend.and guide, ‘The Amin-es; 
Sultan vas the eleverer and. stronger politician of the two, but was inferior in real 
and integrity to the Amin-ed-Dowlell, and far readier to. sacrifice 
ions, and. dhe interests of his country to personal considerations or 












































iumbitions. 

For the first two years of the new reign the Aminees-Snltan governed fairly 
satisfactorily, but tie was eventually overthrown and exiled to Koom by a Court 
camarilla, which considered him too powerful, and he was succeeded as Grand Vizi 
the Aminced-Dowleh, 

Tn the memnvhile, the extravagance of the Shah and the ‘Turkish courtiers had 
Jroduicod its vatural result, The revenue no longer sutficed to cover the expenditure, 
{hie troops and officals were unpaid and matinous, the remoter provinces began to 
wet out of hand, and the Persian Government found itself obliged to endeavour to meet. 
the deficit by a town, 

The Amin-ed-Dowlch, after sounding without success Syndicates in neutral 
eauntries, such as Holland and Belgium, resolved, as liemust choose between England ant 
isi, (0 apply, i the first instance, to England, and, notwithstanding great diticultie 
was on the point of effecting an arrangemant with English capitalists, wh i 
tion of Court, priestly, and Russian influences brought about iis dismissal i 
sinner of 1896, Recalled from Kom, and reinstated as Grand Viai 
Sultan reversed his predecessor’s policy. A variety of entises, whic 
Jong to oxamine in dota, bad cd him from the English and predisposed him to 
the Russi literest, and on his failing to. obtain from England a Toan on his own 
tormis, he concluded, behind our backs, the Russian Loan Contract of January: 1900, 
which threw Persia for @ time completely into. the arms of Russia, and renderot 
Wat Power more supreme at‘Tehran than she had ever been for the previous quarter of 
A centur 

Iti important to note the principal features of this Loan Contract 
‘on them that much of Inter Persian polities hinges. ‘The Loan itsel; 
practically alvaiced by the Russian State, wasfor 2,250,001 at 3 per cent,, to he repa 
yr eapital anid interest, in seventy years out of the revenues of the entire customs 
Praia, vith the exception of those of # Bars and the Persian Gulf,” a loose expression 
Ailich has occasioned much subsequent controversy. It was redéomable in January: 
1910; bit until i should have been, redeemed the Persian Government was. prohibited 
from contracting any fresh foreign loan without the approval of the Russian Govern- 

Tn the event of Persia's failure to: pay the interest, the Russian bank was to be 
to. place controllers in the eustom-houses, whose receipts constituted its 
Security, and until the debt was paid the Persian Government was precluded from 
ediicing the customs duties without the consent of the bank, 

"hese were the only formal conditions, but by. secret Agreement. the Convention 
of 1869 prohibiting Persia trom building railways in hier territory without the consent 
‘if Russia was prolonged for another ten years, and it is Delieved, though it has never 
een conclusively proved, that Persia pledged herself to allow the passage of Russian 
troops through her territory in the event of hostilities between Russia and “any other 
Asiatie Powers” 

“The loan, obtained at the cost of elosing for the future the English and all other 
foreign markets save the Russian to the Persian State, was, as iad Deen foreseen by the 
Rhssian Government, quickly squandered by the Sha and the Turkish courtiers, A 
igreat part of it yas expended on the Royal journey to Europe iy 1900, in the course 
Gf which the Shab, with an immense and’ costly retinue, visited all the great Courts of 
Furope except Berlin and London, and in 1901, when E-first went to Persia, the 
embarrassments of the State were as great as before the conclusion of the loan 

‘Miree alternatives confronted the Grand Vizier: he might either augment the land 
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tax and effect simultaneous economies in the administration; or he might ease 
indirect taxation by means of higher customs duties; or lastly, he might contract 
another foreign loan. From the first course he recoiled as likely to alienate the Court 
party and the upper classes generally. ‘The second necessitated negotiations with 
Russia, and also with Turkey, whose ‘Treaties gave her a right to specific treatment: for 
her soods in Persia, and these were accordingly opened with oth Governments. 
‘Against the third the Amin-es-Sultan long struggled, but the Shah and his entourage 
iad enjoyed their Furopean tour too much not to wislt to repeat it, and Hix Majesty's 
decision to revisit Hurope in 1902 forced the Grand Vizier again to apply Yor the foreign 
stance without whieh the royal journey was impossible, 
It is only fair to the Amin-es-Sultan to say that, completely dependent though he 
ing to his past mi upon Russia, he realiz J the dangers of his situation, 
and endeavoured, as far us he dared, to recover his balance. Great as was Russian 
jutluenee when I first went to Persia, there were even then slight indications that: the 
tide was beginning totum. ‘The Amin-es-Sultan was exceedingly cordial towards me. 
Tn April 1902, when in pressing need of money, hie borrovied 200,001, at 12. por cent, 
from the Imperial Bank of Persia (which, as the Shah’s State Banks, might be held not 
to be barred from such advances by the Loan Contract of 1900), on the security of the 
Customs of Fars and the Persian Gulf, He bestowed, ns an camest of his goodwill 
towards English interests, an important concession upon Mr. D'Arcy, an English 
‘talist, in the form of a monopoly for the working of the oil-felds throughout 
2 Persia, He concluded with mo the Central Persian Telegraph 
Convention, by which the Indo-Kuropean Telegraph Department obtained the control of 
fa new overland telegraph line eonnecting ‘Tehran with Quetta vit Kerman and the 
Scistan border. He was algo willing that the loan, whieh he foresaw he would have to 
for the Shah's seeond journey, should be shared in by: the Imperial Bank 
Persia, and he would probably have borrowed from His Majesty's Government, through 
the nominal agency of that institution, if the Indian Gouneil hind not objected to this 
hod and insisted on any advance to Persia being made directly hy the Government 
nd. subject to certain pledges in connection with ‘Tarif! rovision, which the 
Grand Vizier’s relations with Russia made it very diffienlt for him to give.” He was 
thus compelled, not altogether willingly, to noxotinte for financial assistant 
Russia alone, and the terms on which she was ready to wive it were more one! 
had heen the case two years before. 
She required — 


1. The extension till 1912 of the period during whieh Persin was precluded trom 
borrowing in any but the Russian market, 

2, The construction by a Russian Company of a carriage road from the Russiwn 
‘Tyans- Caucasian frontier to Tabreez and 'Pehiran. 

$. As compensation for the grant to uy of the Central Persia line a Russian 
telegraph line from Meshied along the Afighan frontior to Seistan, 

4. The appointment in connection with Tariff revision of Russian officials in the 
Persian Customs Department, and the exclusion of England tron all participation in, or 
knowledge of, the projected alteration in the Customs duties. 

6, The construction of a Russian pipe-line trom Baku right across Persia from north 
ty south, with an outlet on the Persian Gulf, 


For these concessions she was prepared (o allow Persia to alter her Pariff and to 
vance to her a further sum of 1,000,000/, 

It is scarcely: necessary to dvoll on the real object of the pipe-line condition, ‘The 
Russian Governinent did not probably seriously contemplate taking a, pipe-tine from the 
Caspian to: the Persian Gulf aeross the huge mountain ranges and arid platenux of 
Persia, ‘The proposed concession would, however, have afforded a pretext for 
establishing a Russian station at a point on the Gulf, at which tho southiom end of the 
pipeline was to be situated, for working from that point northward with parties of 
Russian engineers, and Cossack guards to protect them, and for getting into relations 
with the semi-independent Chiefs of South-Western Persia, who would have heen won 
over by Russian subsidies, as well as by promises of Russian support against the 


* Note incerta iy eos f he a Oe — 

“Stes Governmcatmee tema fn yon, ait ha aoeary fn an thy 
suet of ning the money ron Talay tween ay oer to the tan Oe bjeion wan ake 
USetctaking i adeance trough the aguney uf the Tope Bu, bathe Seo vous 
‘ered ts caply fe fora det an tothe Perdan Goveraaent An oth fr ceca eonaesion, 


ch as Hat ho cote, Change in the Peri Tari shoud wetted wi He Soja 






























enctoachments of the Central Government. ‘The Amin-es-Sultan saw the danger, an 
{ied our proffered advance and another offer from Mr. D' Arey: of a loan ot 00,0002, in 
the form of a discount of the royalti il-fields, in order to beat down the Russian 
ternis. In this he was partially successful. M. de Witte, fearing that the Persian 
Government might borcow from, English sources, and this eseape trom bis, grasp, 
withdrew the demand for the pipe-line to the Persian Gulf, and niedified the one 
respecting the M Scistan tclezraph line, which, it was agreed, shouldl he constracted 
and worked by the Persian Government out of the proceeds of the new million to be Tent 
dy Russin, A verbal promise was at the same time given by the Shalt that the services 
Gt Teussian signallers should be employed. on this line by the Persian Ministry, of 
Volegraphis, and that its Seistan end should not be connected with the Central, Persian 
for Iniian tolegraphie systeins. ‘The Russian Government had already: at an earlier stage 
fn tle negotiations waived its claim to place Rassinn officials in the Customs, so long as 
{lio interest on the loan was rexularly. paid, in retirw for a promise from the Persian 
Government to dismiss Mr, Maclean, the English chief of the Persian Mint, and to 
riploy no other English officals in its service 
On this basis the second Russian Loan of April 191 
providell for the Shah's second journey to Europe, The 
wore repeated. 7 fis Wore ox 
the aoivest kinds of sporting rilles, and fireworks bi 
fawvollony was profiisely: luvishied on Baris 
TH08 the resources of the State w 
again let it he known that w third 1 
fortheoming in return for fresh survem 
fons asked was m Russian railway front ths 
joint on the Indian Ocean within striking distance of the British front 
Ts Court intehzucs and hy n-clerieal Mahiomimedan wmovenent against his subservience 
to Russia, the AmincossSultan would discuss this: proposal, He, however, 
nypliod 16 St. Vetersburh in March 1003: foran advance of 200,000, secured on, the 
vayillies of the Caspian six fishories, whieh were Teased to a Russian subject, This 
inoney the Russian Government wns prepared Lo dive in returns for a practical control ot 
the Persian Mint, which woukl have enabled the Russian Tank to sweep out of existence 
its sival, the Lnpertal Hank of Persia, one of the most iinportant British tistitutions in 
the country 
TAC tits. juuigturey. (lis Majesty's Government olfered to wivanee the 200,000 
dlosiveil Uirougl the nmuiinal ageney of the Lnyperial, Bank (hich, for teel wien reasitis 
onjweted NUL its vowwsssion, ws Unable to-wndertake the Caspian islicties opeiation 
iisell), aid syekely: usked fine Ue assignment as a supplementary goaraniee of the 
revenues dl the pists and tolegtapls, and of the Customs of Fars and of the Persian 
Gull, ‘These conditions were agcepted hy the Persian Government, and though the 
Tusstaw Legation steougly remonstented sith the Amin-es-Sultan in private, it 
outuve to grote olltaly uzufint this violation oF the spirit, not of the Tot 
wanlier Lowi Aurecinents, sand thus involve itself in w diplomatic controversy with 
Hnwiand. "the suny actually advanged was: small, but the political aud moral 
were very givat, ‘The Russkun loan monopoly, with its tt-reaching effects on the Shah's 
Independence, lial bees publiely overthrown, ‘The British Gor 
TEAL be understood, hat a further sume up to 500,000 would be placed by it (alse 
lie hnpgial Bank as nominal lunder), at the disposal of the Persian Govern- 
iment on conditions ty li discussed later on, and that a contsibution Ty the mature of a 
atibsidy tnight be fortvoming in return for at undertaking by the Shah to grunt no 
Toads; saihvays, or other concessions, whether political or commercial, to foreigners 
‘other iat ity within an aren including Seistan and the southern provinces of 
Persia, hu the in = working against the Ain lau were daily 
ghining confileuee sind strereth, ‘the opposition, Court or ‘Turkish 
Patty, alvay’s hostile to the Prime Minister of the day, of the niore Hheral and patriotic 
Flements, which disliked the Russian Jouns, aul desired the return of the Amin-cd- 
Dowleh, of the Uieuia, who complained tat the country haut been-sold to infidels, anit 
of tlie connnereial elusses, who objected to the fuereased duties levied under the new 
Waritl, stirred up disorders throushout the provinces against the Government, and 
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brought about in the autumn of 1905 the dismissal for the second time of the Amin-es- 
Sultan, His place was taken by the Ain-ed-Dowleh, who still continues Grand Vizier, 
‘his statesman, a grandson of Fath Ali Shah and a member of the ‘Turkish Court 
party, liad been a strong Provincial Governor, bat was totally: unqualified by education 
br experience for the management of Persia’s dificult: and complex. foreign aiTairs, 
Proud, reactionary, and credited with a dislike to all Huropeans as sueh, te seemed 
disposed during the earlier months of his administration to hold! the balance faidly 
evenly between Russian and English influence, with a slight leaning, if anythin 
towards the latter; and he declared that he would restore the national fmances, not by 
fresh loans, which he professed to consider suicidal. but by a thorough reorganization of 
the system of internal taxation, In the spring of 1901 he ¢ voured to carry out 
this plan, with the assistance of M. Naws, the Belgian Minister. of Customs, by 
establishing in every province a Sandak, or local Treasury, into which all the internal 
were to be paid by the Provineial Governors, and which, after itself’ paying fixed 
Salaries and the cost of their administration to ie Tocal officials, was to remit the 
surplus to the Central or General ‘Treasury at Teliran. 
Undoubtedly, if this system had been properly canied out a very usofidl reform: 
fe been effected ; the taxes woul) not ive been spent locally, or in other 
‘appropriated by the provincial authorities, anda considerable sim, which now 
never reaches Tehran, would have becu available for the estinetion of the detieil, the 
ont of the interest on the debt, and the reorganization of the present worthless 








































































































































tunately, the scheme never got incl beyond the paper stages the Shah, 
nid Coutticrs still sold yrovinees to the highest bidder and were thus foreed 

local revenues the Princes of th 

es-Sultanch, who ruled the richest 
oliediviice, to the new 
































pystem, and such 
xy realizeil by them being lavished by the 
iis family instead off beings applied to pul 
ime suifered from the effeet of the Japan on Ribs 
i the summer of 104, less than a year alter he hnd taken off 
Dowels applied to the British Legation fora furtlir oun o 
desire in order to restore the dam. at Ahwaz on the Up 

¢ Province of Arabistan. 
His Majesty's Government replied that they could not advance money: 
unless they were satisfied tit the undertaking would not be prejudicial to British 
finterests on the Karun, but that they would dispire au engineer from India to examine 
Ticport to them on this question. Tn the meantine they were willing to make a 
further advance of 100,000, repayable in (wenty” years, sand secured on the same 
ity the Fisheries, 
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pleading that henecded money to. reorgani 
igh to put down the interval disturbances, of whieh the 
frequcutly complained. Russia offered in reply: am immediate advance of 400,001. en 
conlition iat the proposed military reorganization should he entrusted to. Russian 
olcers, and. that the contracts. of ‘Austrian instructors, who had recently been 
invited to Persia, should be cancelled; but this proposal was considered inadmissible 
by the Persian Government and the negotiations for the time fell through. Lv the 
spring of 1905, however, the question of a third royal visit to Burope had again to. be 
feed, ‘The Ain-ed-Dowleh, wlio hated both the journey and its cost, resisted it as 
‘as he eould, till the Shah plainly threatened fo deprive him of offlee 
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Tn Turkey, Moroeco, and most Sunni countries, the temporal Sovereign is eithes 
the Caliph or, a8 in. Beypt, the Caliph's deputy and. representative, and is thus able to 
tontrol the clergy and introduce reforms in the application of the theceratie Mahom- 
svadan Taw, which are not always in harmony: with ils fundamental precepts, 

‘Necorting to the theory of the Shiahs, the Shah is a mere usurper, the heir of 
soldier of fortune who seized the throne by force, and is regarded by the Ulema with 
feelings akin to those entertained for their Piedmontese Sovereign by the ultramontane 
Clergy of Rome. ‘The more orthodox Shiah divines even think it unlavful to offer 
public prayers for him as Sovereign. ‘The legitimate Ruler of Persia is in their eyes 
see taat of the twelve Tinamis, or hereditary successors of the Caliph Ali, who disappeared 
ome 800 years ago in Mesopotamia, and is supposed by a miracle to be still living there 
aorenc tknoia. retreat fll Wt shall please God to permit him to, reappear as the 
Mandi: whose reign is to precede the day of judgment. | Pending this resppearance of 
the last Imam, his authority is assumed to be vested in the Heads of the Persi 
ririually, and these nlone arg regarded by really pions Shialis as the Tas ut Leaders of 
the Faitital. Under strong Sovereigns these pretensions have not been and need not 
he taken too seriously); bnt under a weak Ruler, like the presont. Shah, they are a 
factor which eamnot Ne ignored. 

‘he great difficulty in dealing with Wem Ties in the Toose organization, or rather 
vant of organization, of the Shiah Chureb, which combines with, Papal pretensions 
{oti Tack of the discipline OF the Papal system, There is no spiritual authority corre: 
pponding to the Pope, or © Tolloye of Cardinals. or Rishiops. ‘The nearest 
rfomblanen to it i (0 be found in the pre-eminence enjoyed thronzhout the Sliiah 
world hy some four or five great Doctors of the Lay’ living at the holy cities of Néjef and 
Kerbols in ‘urkish Avabia, who are universally recognized as Mujtabiils, ‘6, as 1 
whose sanctity and religions Tearning tivests them with the power of ftihad, or revel 
Hon at the Divine Will, and enables them to issue infallible commands to the Raithful, 
But althougli these gevut divines are the universally aecopted leaders of the spiritualts, 
(here aro in almost every large, Persian city tvo, or three Ulema, who also elatin to be 
indore reeoenized by public opinion, as Mujtahids, and sho in. that capacity are in 
fonstant conifict with the representatives, of the civil p ‘The fnduence of these 
Inferior Mujtahids is ot an unmixed evil. hey. often champion tlie cause of the 
Hambley classecagoinst oppressive Governors, and their antagonism to the State make 
tient sone extent independent moutipieees of national xentiment; but, on the other 
Minh they are determined opponents of all progress on morn lines, and the frequent 
iuvuentos of intoluranee and persecution in tho ease of Armenians, Toss, Babis, and 
dthir dissenters from (he orthodox failli, whilst. wiany of them are: personally raystcious 
fn eoiruple taviuzinio one tocogutl or wichallenget Head, the-cteil power is unubi 
Hovcondlude aug bing Coucordat with this hicrarchy, and its helplessness in dealing 
wilh thon iy increased by te circumstance that the most powerful among thuem reside 
jh Turkey, a couutty wlose relations with, Porsia have in. the pst Geen very: Frequently 
Anitiendiys, {tis almost Impossible to draw a parallel between the Mujtaliids and any 
three to Le fount Jn he religious history of Christendom, ‘The nearest one that T eats 
think of is dhe positinn of the Seoteh clergy under the imuediate suecessors of Knox 
Twit tor the atalogy: to be complete, i ssoild! be necessary to suppose that the Seotel 
Chineeh in the daiys’ot Melville was governed, not by its awit national synods, but by the 
‘eta ofthe great Cadvinistic doctors of Zurich anil Geneva, snd that these dicta, 
only on folios, but albo on secular questious were regan! by: the people of Seotland 
as ayer ‘ny Inve anerely enacted by the secular Guvernmant 

ihe firhuwnee of Hie Mujtahids las during the last ten or fifteen years, in proportion 
as the authority: of the Shali hos grown syeaker, liad important political elfects, Tt was 
teil hy Russia, overthrew the Enstisty Tobacco Rs apelled 
Tito ctucel the mouopoly he had given it, thus obliging him to pay it 
anipensation, whieh Jie had to borrow from the Imperial Bank of Persia, 
‘nd thereby: ly (he foundation of Persia’s present debt. 

ier the present Shah, they have rmdoubtedly: intimidated th 
has heen a question of sicrilicing Persian interests in. exchange for foreign fi 
neaiatance, dliough iy tte ease of the Russian Toans of 1000 and 1902, and of the ‘CariiE 
Tevision, autmust which they have violently protested, their intervention lias eome too 
ate to be elleetive. : 

Tn 1008, the chief Mujtatiids at Nejet issued a Retwali excommunieating the Amine 
‘eaSallan, which would have rendered liis position very difficult, even if it had not been 
Gudermived through other eauses, They hare carried on an agitation against the 
Telsian Custer Aiutinistration, which his been so far successful that M, Naus has lett 
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feturn, ‘They are tiow in open opposition to the present Grand Vizier, 

‘tho, unlike his predecessors, las been too avaricious to keep them in good temper by 
Last month they i 

of the Russian Bank at ‘Tehran, and this demonstration is believed to 


{revolution and even hurl the Shah from/his throne 
The relations of the Mujtahids with the British Government and its 
if we exept the episode of the Résie, have been on the whole very f 





possession is the so: 
ious purposes at Kerbe 
‘on of the British Resideney at Baghdal, ‘This enables our, Re 
Viee-Consul at Kerbela, who is always an Indian Shiah, to maitai 
with the great doctors at Nejef, Kerbela, Kazimain and 
Persia itself, who have always 
advantage to be: on 


n the summer of 1903, just hofore th 
ivere stirring up finatical outbreaks against that Minister and the new 
fl at abreez, Isfahan, anielsewhero, Loffered to exert our iniluen 
Mujtabiid at Nejef on behalf of the Pe 
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facteil within recent years as a wholesome deterrent o}) Persian statesmen. 
T ought, perhaps, before Te 
nection existing between the Mujtabids 
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WV and jealousy, between Sunni and Shiah Mahommedans, though, by: no 
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action of the Sultan, whose Ambassator at Toran is in ver 
eelerieal party, and who himself sends presents to. tho principal Persia 
nd is believed to einploy one of the ablest amon them as his secret political 


voke the assista 
Russian Loans or the employment of Belgians 


between Persia and Turkey against. the co 





Sultan, wlio not so long ago would have been decined, as the successor of Omar, 
only worthy of curses and execrations, Without. atta 
5, it would, I think, be unwise ina student of the po 


Babism and other Anti-dynastic Elements, 








13 





on to Constantinople, from which it seems doubtful 
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tint of Islam, as to its protest against the greed and worldliness of the orthodox 
clergy. 





cerlain natural sympathy, which every European who examines it, will probably 
J with Babism, shether in Us Bacli or Behai form, must not, hovever, blind its 

sli student to the fact that the Babi movement, if it were successful, might dis- 
integrate and that many of its leaders hiave been indueed by the encouragement 
reveived by it from Russia to lean to some extent on that Power. ‘There is no real 
reason why this should be 50, indeed, the Chief nf one of the two, Babi seets lives 
Cypms under our yroteetion, and draws, Cbelieve, a small pension from us, T observed, 
tlie other day, a report in the press to the elfect that the head of the or Behai 
coumunity of Babis—Abbas Efendi —-had been expelled from Acre by the irks, and it 
Grcurred to me At the time that it might be a zood move on our part to offer him 
hospitality in Egypt. 

Politically speaking, both the Babi sects are unfriendly to the Kajar «lynasty on 
account of the execution of the Bab and the eruel persecutions which followed it, but 
though they might join in a rovolutionnry movement they are not strong enough to 
initinte one on their on account. As it is, they are constantly exposed in. the large 

ties of Persin to the danger of massacre or pillage at the hands of mobs instizated by 
Higoted or arecidy Mullahs, and the Government is too weak or too indifferent to their 
intorests to protect thent. Afier. the massacre of the Babis at Yezd, in the swwnmer of 
10163, L-asked for compensation for the Babi employé of an English firm who hai been 
toitured to death on a mere suspicion of heresy by fanaties, but was begged by the 
Persian Government as a special favour not to press the matter, the Shab being 
Unwilling at that juneture to offend the clergs 

Distinct from, hut sonictimes blending with Babism, is the small revolutionary party 
founded by the late Seyyid Jemal-uul-Din, whose aim is to overthrow the Kajar dynasty 
and establish a kind of Republic, Some of the adherents of this party are Pan- 
Talimists; as wns Jemnalcud-Din himself, in the senge that they advocate « rennion of 
All Moslems under an elected Chief or Council, others merely seek to realize in Persin 
tho ideals of the “Young Turkey” school, Both these elements lave hitherto been 
of little practical importance, but it seems posible that the jdeas which they represent, 
hrowever alien they may he to traditional Oriental conceptions, may become more widely 
difhused as the result of what is yoing on in Russia, ‘The spectacle of the fall of the 
most powerfal of autooracies ix heing Watched with keen interest in Persia, not_ merely, 

on the futtre relations of the two countries, but 
Russia might take place in 
. Peters 
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Dinh th 
attack fr 


in Persia, 

Thave emfeavoured! to deseribe in the above pages the various forees at york under 
surface of Porskin polities, whose action inay help to break up the present réiime, 
it fhils to reorganize its finances and its army. ‘There is, however, one more element 
to he considered in such an eventuality, viz, the semi-independent tribes, who cecupy 
a large portion of the south and west. 








‘The Tribes. 





Bver since the accession of Nasteededin Shah and even before it the Court of 
‘Pebran has pursed a steadily centralizing poliey, and has sought to sap oz break the 
power of the old feudal and tribal Chiefs, In-Khorassan, Selstan, and: Baluchistan, as 











Vell asin the wreater part of Fars, it has been almost completely suecesfal, but in the 


those manntainous regions of the yest the lack of an ef 





nt’army has prevented it 








si} 


from really establishing its authority. ‘Phe Kurds in western Azerbaijan, in Ardilan, and 
in Kurdistan proper, still yield only a nominal allesiance to the Shah; the anarcbical 


condition of Luristan has already been mentioned ; further south the Bakhtiaris and the 
‘rab of the Karun Valley, of whom the Kab tribeis the most powerful, have preserved 
‘practical autonomy, With the two last-mentioned tribes, the Bakhtiaris and the Kab 
‘Aiabs, the relations of the British Legation have been peculiarly close, though efforts to 
{idermine them bave been made of late years by Russian agents. ‘The Bakhtiari Chiefs 
tie largely guided in their dealings with the Tehran Government by the friendly advice 
Of uie British Consul-General at Ispalian, and they look to our support as well as to 
{heir own swords to protect their liberties against encroachments at the hands of Persinn 
Officials, and against the danger of absorption or conquest by Russia, when the break up 
of the Persian monarchy, which they believe to be not far distant, takes place. 

‘cikh Khazal of Mohammerali, the present Chief of the Kab Arabs, has received from 
san assurance of protection, in ease his sovereign should attempt to deprive him of 
the authority, which he now wields as a hereditary, tribal Chief on the south-western 
frontier of Persia, and inasmuch as he can put some 10,000 or 15,000 fairly well-armed 
‘Arabs into the field, he is in no real danger of having his power shaken by the Persians, 
‘clio eould only attack Mohammerah from the side of the coast, and therefore only with 
the permission of our ships. 

"The increasing weakness and decay of the Persian State is not, I think, likely to 
affect the position of these semi-independent tribes and Chiefs, except in, so far as it 
tends to discourage Tehran from embarking, on any new attempt to render its authority 
Over them more effective; but it is just possible that in the event of the collapse of the 
"Government, some of them would throw off their allegiance to the Shah, 
and that the Sheikh of Mohammerah in particular might attempt fo acquire « position 
similar to the one tiow enjoyed by Sheikh Mubarck of Kove' 

[t is also possible that tiese’ tribes might fight among theinsolves: just at pre 
the relations between Shicikh Khaza) and tho Bakhtiaris are somewhat strained, chiefly 
owing to the fault of tho latter, and the Persian Government has constantly striven to 
hake, bad blooll hetween them, with the object of using the Bakhtinris in order to 
help it to a the Sheikhs of Mobammera, T haye always, 1 neod 
hardly say, lhe Sheikh and!on the Bakhtiori: Khans the extreme 
importance of cordial relations ith one another, and with the 
Brbish Government as the common friend of hoth. Bat it is nok too certain that wise 
counsels of this nature would prevail amidst. the confusion and. straggle of conflicting 
Ambitions, whieh might attend an upheaval throughout Persia, following. on the collapse 
‘of the Central Government, 




















































Probable Attitude of Russia and Enyland in the event of w Dissolution of the Persian State. 


“Assuming that auch a collapse were to take pluce, the question next, arises ay to 
what would be the attitude of the two neighbouring Powers, Russin and Great Britain, 
Hoth af whom are. for different reasons deeply interested in the future of Persia, It 
appears to me evident that the Russian Government. lias long foreseen thie eventuality 
fii has shaped its poliey in preparation for it, For many years it has done all it could 
to discourage any measures, which could contribute to the stability or progress of Persia, 
It has prevented the introduction of railways, Tt has encouraged the extravagance of 
the Shah by the facility with whieh it las granted loans, knowing that he would squander 
then, and has steadily declined any, co-operation or even discussion with England as to 
the best means of preventing a financial breakdown, It has in fact counted on being 
‘able, if the Persian Government. became bankrupt, and if as a consequence disturbances 
broke out through the country, to send a military foree across the frontier and 
rovestablish single-handed the authority of the Kajar dynasty, just as we did that of the 
Klidives in Egypt at the time of the Arabi rebellion, ‘The elfect of such military 
intervention would, it doubtless foresaw, secure for Russia a position in Persin analogous 
to that obtained by Great Brithin in Bgypt, and the Shah, restored by Russian bayonets 
‘would become a mere puppet in the hands of « Russian Resident at ‘Tehran, 

His Majesty’s Government, alive to this danger, decided, after full consideration of 
the question, that in the event of internal disturbances in Persia, the isolated action of 
Russia could not be acquiescod in, and that if, on whatever pretext, Russian troops were 
to enter Azorlaijan or Khorassan, a corresponding. step should be taken by the Gorern- 
ment of India in Seistan, or in the Persian Gulf, or in both, ‘he oecupation by British 
troops of Seistan, of Bunder Abbas, and of Bushire would not, in the plan contemplated 
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by them, have assumed the character of a demonstration against Russia. On the 
contrary it would have been plausibly represented to her asa measure of co-operation, 
both powers interfering simultaneously, and if Russia were willing, in concert, to defend 
their respective interests and maintain order in the regions adjacent to their respective 

n view of the inability of the Persian Goverument to protect them adequately 
Tnasmuch as one of the great objects of Russian policy is to penetrate to the 
Persian Gulf'and the Indian Ocean after gradually converting Persia into a Russian 
Baypt, itis obvious that a British occupation of either Seista it does across the 
only route from Meshed to the Indian Seas, or of the prineipal ports of southern Persia, 
would defeat that object, and would compel the Russian Goverument to discuss the 
Persian question with England, and. submit to its solution by some compromise accept 
able toler, 

Although the Russian Government, has not been directly informed of this intention 
on our past, itis probably well aware of its existence, for 1 was authorized to state to the 
Aminecs-Sultan in the simmer of 1908, when there was talk of a Russian intervention 
to suppress revolutionary disturbances at Tabreex that any entry of Russian troops into 
Persian territory for such a purpose would oblige us {0 take identical measures in the 
south and cast, and Tata pretty certain that this information was communicated to 

‘ition, A similar communication was made by me to the Ain-ed-Dowleh, 
tor assumed office a few months later, and Teannot but suspect that the 
conviction entertained at St. Petersburgh that we should not mit Russia, in the event 
of a rebellion or civil warin Persia, to pacity the country single-handed, may have 
combined with other considerations to determfie the overtures made by Count Beneken 
doril’ to your predecessor just before the outbreak of the Japanese war for some modus 
vivendi as regards the Middle-Kastorn question, 


















































Possible Anglo-Russian Understanding 





‘The war in the Far East put an end to the exchange of views between the Russian 
and the British Governments on this question before it had got beyond the academic 
stage, but with the conclusion of peace, the possibility of some such understanding lias 
again been lentatively. discussed, and His Majesty's Ambassador at St. Petersburgh 
informed ine w Ks ago that, whilst he deemed it unvise for us to display any 
cagerioss to effect a settlement, and thought that the time had harilly yet come tor it, 
Hie did not Hielieve that it need in ftself prosent any very reat ditficulti 

v-ovsn view has always Theen that the only Dasis on whieh such 
Do-elfwcted woul! he no « partition of Porsia into rival spheres of iniluence, which: would 
enn sooner or lator an English Protectorate over the south and the definite abanox 
ment ol Russii’s aspirations to reach the open ocean, and would therefore he 
unacceptable to lier, but a suspension of the diplomatic contliet whielt lias so long raged 
Vetveon the (vo Powers at Mehran, and-an understanding on the tines of the Austro- 
Russian Agreement respecting, the Balkan Peninsula that both should combine to 
preserve the existence of Persia as a neutral State, by imposing on the Shah such « 
simple schenie of ficial and administrative reform as would avert or at Teast for thie 
present dolay the dissolution of tle Persian Monarchy 

Tn the present condition of Russia any serions negotiations for the attainment of 
this object are chviously difficult, and emul only he entered upon when some more 
stable Russian Government has been evolved ont of the existing chaos, But, although 

















settlement could 










































(he internal situation in Persin is growing rapidly w ypoar likely to 
elapse fore an active iitervention on the part of hours becomes inevitable, so 





that there is still tine for careful 


iat onisideration of the best inethods for dealing with the 
crisis when it 





section of the Persian population. It would, in faet, in all probability have been 
overtirown before this, ike those’ of the Zend, of Nadie Slim anu of the Sefawis, but 
for the kuowledge that any insurrection against its authority woulll bring about the 
armod interventin, of Russia or Groat Britain, or both, for the preservation of the 
status quo iv Persin 

















W 


T have trieil in the forezoing pages to indicate as clearly as possible the outlines of 
the Persian political situation in its bearing on the internal condition and foreign 
relations of the country. [now proceed to deal with concrete British interests, chiefly. 
‘commercial, in the Shah's dominions. 


British Trade with Persia: the New Tariff 


‘The annexed statement of statistics (Appendix B), compiled for last year by the 
Belgian Customs Department at ‘Tehran, will show that the British Empire occupies the 
second place among the countries trading with Persia, but that, although Persin’s 
exports to Great Britain, India, and other British possessions are’ much sivaller than 
her exports to Russia, British imports into Persia do. not fall far below those of 
Russia, 

) to 190% British goods entering Persia and Persian gooils exported to the 
British Empire paid a duty of 5 per cent, ad valorem in acconlance with the most- 
fayoured-nation clause in’ the Anglo-Persian Treaty of 1854. This 5 per cent. 
‘ad valorem duty was fixed by the Treaty of Turkomauchai (1828) between Russia and 
Persia, and could not therefore te inercased hy Persia without the consent of the 
Russian Government, It is much to be regretted that, when, after our war with 
Persin, we concluded the Treaty: of Paris, we did not insert a similar stipulation instead 
of being content with the niere most-fayoured-nation clause. The result. of this 
omission was that when in 1901 the Persian Government decided to. increase its 
revenue by raising its Customs duties, it had only to deal with Russia and ‘Turkey, 
and was legally free to impose upon our commerce any ‘Tarilf which it could yet 
those two Powers to accept. We had, no donbt, moral right, in view of our peculiar 
relations with Persia, and the volume of our trade with her, to be consulted in the 
matter, and je were so consulted to some extent, and so tar as the Russian Government 
onli allow it, We were able, in fact, to obtain a reduction of ihe very high duty 
Which the new Tariff originally contemplated on tea, and to which grave exception was 
taken by the Government of India, But it was obvious from the first that the: Russian 

i the real master of the situation, would only accept  renrranw 
ment of the duties such as sas desired by Persia, on condition that it slouhl be 
favourable to those articles in which Russian trade way chiefly interested and that the 
increased! taxation should be furnished by importa from countries other than [ussis, 
‘nich a4 silks, asines, anil brandies, which come chiefly: from France, tens ani tndixo 
from India, and nunierous classes of manufactured articles produced chiefly in Germany 
and Austria, 

Ttso happened that our privicipal imports, such a prints, piece-gootls, Xe, belonged 
to the same class as the chief imports of Russia, and as the Persian Government could 
not formally diflerentiate between the products of the various countries with whiel it 
had ‘Treaties, these classes of English goods benefited by the favourable treatment 
accorded 0 ts from Russia. Wien, therefore, I sent liom, year befire 
it wax to comie into operation, the new Tariff whieh the Persian Government proposed to, 
introduce as the result of negotiations with Russia, the Board of trade was 
opinion that it would not prove so injurious to British commercial interests ay to. justily 
the adoption of any violent of farefetched measures, such as, eg. a retinal to subinit to 
it on the technical ground that, although accepted by Turkey, it had not heen accepted 
by Egypt, which could still claim for her goods the treatment of thie old Turco-Peryian 
Conventions, or the organization under oir auspices of a movement by the clergy and: 
‘comniercinl classes in Persia itself against it, 

Accordingly, though the Government of India considerei! it detrimental to Indian 
interests, I was instructed to offer to. accept it, on condition that the Persian Govern- 
ment concluded with us an identic ‘Treaty which would give us the legal right, not 
hitherto enjoyed by us, to prevent Persia from increasing at sny future time the 
duties specified in it without first obtaining our consent, ‘Phat she might do this to 
provide the security for fresh Russian loans was by no means an nnlikely danger. On 
these lines I concluded the Anglo-Persian Convention of February 19038, which, whilst 
applying the new ‘Tariff to English imports, gave us a control over all tnture Tari 
revision, and established in commercial and Customs matters a species of Anglo-Russian 
condominium, 

Up to the present the effects of the new Tariff do not appear to have been felt 
to any appreciable extent by Wn; the import of tea from India having 
increased, notwithstanding the higher duty, and I am disposed to think that the 
ogee Russian imports previous to the outbreak of the Japanese 
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war is due partly to the activity of the Russian Bank, which finances on fayourable 
terms und otherwise assists Persian merchants trading exclusively with Russia, and 
portly to the bounties given by the Russian Government to Russian firms dealing with 
Persin, and to the subsidies acorded for political motives to Russian steamers trading 
with the Persinn Gulf, which run—eyen with this sssistince—at a loss. A certain 
Impetus seems likely to be given to Russian trade by the decision of the Russian 
Goverment to inaugurate on the roads worked by Russian Companies in Nortuern 
Persia a gervice of motor-cars for Russian goods, in the hope that by this means Russia 
may capture the markets of Central Persia in which England still competes with her, 
and the est means by which this danger can be combated were receiving, when T 
left Persia in September last, tle anxious consideration of the British and Indian 
Governments. 

Mhis last question leads, by a natural y 
Cone 



























nsition, to that of the roxd and other 
ns held by Britisi: Companies in Persia, 





British Road Concessions in Persia, 





Many years ago, the iuuperial Bunk of Persia obtained permission to construct and 
Jevy tolls on a road from ‘Vehran to Koom, Sultanabad, a ron, with 
a branch from Koom to Isiahan, The first section of this road, that from Tebran to 
Kom was however, dhe only one which the bank really made, and in 1902 it determined 
to resell it to the Persian Government on the ground that the expenditure involved in 
its maintenance was unauthorized by the terms of its Charter. 

Th view of the danger that this road, the main artery of communication with the 
south, might eventually pass into Russian liands, Hig Majesty’s Government intervened 
fand afected an arangement, by which the Imperial Bank's Road Concessions were 
transferred to the socalled Persian. Transport Company,” a leading member of which, 
Mr Henry Lynel, of the Euphrates and Tigris Steam Navigation Company, was largely 
intorested in'the navigation of the Karun aud had a practical monopoly of the steamers 
running, between Ahwaz and Moliammerah, 

‘Mhis Company is now busied with the prolongation of the road from Koom to 
Tofulian, and has alrendy completed that from Koom to Sultanabad, ‘The extension of 
the roa beyond Sultanabad is, in consequence of the anarchy prevailing in Luristan, not 
At prosout practicable and communications between Ahwaz and Central Persia have 
heen mintained by what is known as the Bakhtiari road, a caravan track constructed 
soine years ago by Messrs, Lynch, Brothers, with the assistance of the Bakhtiari Khans 
from Nhwaz to Isfahan, 
‘This track traverse geil ani difficult country and is not practicable for 
wheeled trallie; itis, moreover, closed by snow during several of the winter mouths, 
Te hias,, however, several ood bridges’ over rivers traversed by it, and is steadily 
competing 4s a trade route from the Persian Gulf with the more ordinary route from 
Biishire across the province of Fars, the southernmost or Bushire-Shiraz section of 
which is exceedingly bad, rising as it does from the coast to the Central Persian 
plateau over u serie’ of most precipitous mountain ridges and defiles called kotéls. 

‘Polls aro levied on the Ahwaz-tsfahion road by its “‘eoncessionnaires”” the 
Bakhtiari Khans and their revenue from this souree is increasing every year As 
thir tight to levy these tolls has been to some extent guaranteed by the British 
Legation which inierested itself in the construction of the road undertaken as it was by 
a ritish subject, and as the differences in the interpretation of the Agreements between 
the Khans and’ Mr, Lynch have been constantly referred to and settled by us, the 
Bakhtiari road is generally regarded in Persia as an English concern, and it is certainly 
valuable at the present @s forming a link between the Karun River navigated as 
Uescribed above by Messrs. Lynch's steamers, and the Isfahan—Tebran road worked 
by the British “Transport Company.” It may, indeed, be said that the entire route 
from the mouth of the Euphrates to the eapital of Persia is in this way directly or 
indirectly under British control, 
















































































Karun Navigation, 


Tt cannot be alleged that the opening of the lower Karun to foreign navigation has 
been attended with the brilliant reaults oped for when it was frst sanctioned by the 
Tate Shab, Messrs, Lynch, who practically monopolize it, complain that their service of 
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teamers does not pay them, and that they can ouly afford to ran them as a branch of 
earner eo cncrative trafic. on the Tigris and Euphrates, ‘his is largely due to the 
aa er nd short-sighted poliey of, te Persian Government, which, in its Jealousy of 
Tora enterprise, anit its suspicion that such enterprise is a cloak for politcal designs, 
orca crying an its power to obstruct it, An unfailing ieans to this end! ia 
supplied by the system argos on wheat and other agricultural produce, 
‘Tie recent Commercial Conyentions with Great Britain and jussia provide for the 
free export ul goods of every description, but allow the Persian Government to restr 
Setion is necessitated * par les besoing de 'alimentation publique,” Chis 
Tontion! provision lias now been made by the Persian Government the rules and the 
free export of Z ition, on the pretext of preventing famines, but teally 
Hee seat tue provincial Governors find it convenient to, be bribed in order to allow the 
eof grain out of their districts, ‘The Central Government is fully aware of 
seput it fears to probibit these eubargoes lest the provincial authorities slow jase 
ihe pretended existence of scarcity oun an excessive export if gaily a pretext 
for dot paying their taxes, Kepeated representations lave been made on this sul 
We itis Majesty’ Legation, but x tar only with partial muvcens. | We have, hae 
obtained from the Persian Governn @ sort of promise that embargoes will not 
Suddenly be imposed without notification. to the Lexation thus, gunrding against the 
‘Tanger that large quantities of grain actually purchased and paid for, by Britis traders 
dey not be allowed to be exported unless the exporters are prepared to pay an amount 
OF blackmail to the authorities of a nature to swallow up their profits. 
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Other British Interests: the Telegraphs, Bank, Se. 





‘The remaining British interests in Persia are ;— 


i) The two Telograyh Administrations, viz, the Indo: Eurojean’ Company, wich 
work, the telezraph line from Julfa, on the Russian frontier, through Wabreez, sil 
Toheanspand the tido-Kuropean ‘Telegraph Department of the Government of Thin, 
which works— 

(a) ‘The line from Tehran to Bushire ; 

(i,) ‘Dhe submarine eable from Bushire to Jask 5 

{ey ‘Phe line along the coast from Jask to Kurrachee ; and a. 
‘The overland line lately constructed from ‘Tehran to Quetta, vid Yeu! and 









































ih reapect to the Tndo-European ‘Telegraph Department, £ would take the 
opportunity of mentioning one point, which I think worthy of notice: under the various 
Tee aph Conventions concluded by us Porsia, we pay the Shah certain royalties 
aera Re revenue realized by us from these lines. ‘The Jask royalty, for example, is 
Shost GOO, per annum, anda still larger sum will probably be forthcoming when the 
ee Centeal Persian line isin regular working order, A. threat to suspend for « tine 
ties hag sometimes proved an efficacious means of inducing 

(bandon an obstructive attitude to them, 
































Bank is on the whole the most important 
Tt was founded in 188M) in 




















38 per cent, ‘The pr 
four-fifths of which is in ‘Tehran alone. 
one-third of the paid-up capital, TI 
nationality. 





Operations of the Bank.—The Bank— 


(a.) Issues notes 5 s ' 
(h) Takes deposite and discounts bills; : f 

te} Buys and sells foreign exchange and importa silver for coinage 
(a) Makes advances to the Government ; 

(23) Makes advances to private individuals, 
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The results of the working of the Bank have been satisfactory excepting the heavy 
silver loss in 1805, and its position is sound in every respect. 
The profits have been, for the first twelve years of its existence— 
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Of these profits-— 


7B per cent, are made in Tehran, which holds about oue-third of the capital, 
14 per cent. are made at Persian branches, 
11 per vent. in London, which has one-half of the capital anit all the reserves, 


‘The fact of go large a portion of the capital and the totality of the reserves heing 
rotained in London is @ strong feature, 

he important points in the worki 
ay followss— 








of the Bank, from a political point of view, are 





(i) ‘The issue of notes, by 
some otfier places, 

(b.) ‘he advances to the Government. ‘These, politically, are of v« 
lie most effective action that can he exercised over the Persian Go 
through the purse, Since the Russian Lown Contract of 1901, when. all Gover 
debts to the bak were paid off, they have amounted to nearly 00,0001, 

(c.) Advnneosto private individuals, These advances, which are frequently made to 
h personages about the Court, Provincial Governors, &e., although having no security 
ond the signatures of the borrowers and their guarantors, have, during an experience 
of more than fourteen years, proved to be sound, and, being generally sranted with a 
good deal of caution, lave 0 tar acetsioned no losses. It need searnely be added that 
they give a considerable hold over influential dignitaries and Ministers. ‘The result. of 
these. loans to: individuals has heen to reduce the rate of interest from 24 per cent, aud 
18 per cent., the charge of native bankers, to 12 per cent., below which it is difficult to 
work on account of the heavy exchange risk due to the enormous fluctuations the 
price of silver in London, Interest is allowed on deposits at 6 per cent., and in some 
vases higher, Native and Armenian bankers allow interest at 12 per cent. in account 
current. 


which it practically controls the eurrenc, 


in Tebran and 












































‘Phe bank has served a most useful political purpose, as the Agency through which 
the Persian Government has been enabled to accept loans from Great Britain, without 
too flagrant a violation of the letter of the Russian Loan Contracts, and has thus 
succeeded in neutralizing the great danger arising out of those Agreements, namely, 
the acquisition by Russia of the sole right to grant supply to the Shab, and thus dominate 
W cortupt and spendthrift Goyernment, 

It has also made advances itself up to nearly 80,0001. to the Persian Government, 
anid could probably lend a good deal more with aivantage to itself but for an uafortunate 
provision in its concession, which precludes it from lending to the Persian State more 
than one-third of its total paid-up capital, 

ust before the fall of the Amin-es-Sultan I urged, with that Minister’s approval, 
on lis Majesty's Goverment the expedioney of taking steps to modify this elause? 
Hut the Direetors of te Imperial Bank, on being sounited by Lord Lansdowne, did not 
view the proposal with fayour, Another recommendation whielt I made that the British 
Government should purchase @ sulficiency of shares in the Bank to be able to control its 
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policy and apply the funds, when necessary, for the furtherance of our political objects 
in Persia, much as the Tate Earl of Beaconsfield purchased the Khedive's shares in. the 
Suez Canal, was deemed at the time impracticable in London but was much less 
unfavourably viewed at Calcutta. I merely mention it tere now as it is conceivable 
that the question may again arise, if any extensive expenditure should become necessary 
in order to meet Russia’s new commercial schemes, ‘The Russian Bank (Banque 
&'Escompte de Perse), which has no private shareholders, and is in reality a Department 
of the Russian Treasury, working far more for political than for commercial objects, is 
placed at a great advantage as compared with its Enalish rival by the greater freedom 
of action, which its close counection with, and exclusive control by, the State confers 
upon it 

Except for the issue of notes—which is the monopoly of the English Bank—the 
business of the Banque d'Bscompte de Perse is similar to that of the Imperial, but its 


sole shareholder is the Russian Government, and its loans, as distinct from its advances 


‘oti current account, are provided either by the Russian ‘Treasury or the Emperor's 
Privy Parse, 

Tt, however, docs pawnbroking business and trades in Russian goods the latter so 
successfully, owing to its Government backing, that it is fast driving all other traders in 
them, even Russians, out of the field. 

‘Po. native traders who import only Ru coords, the Banque d'Bscompte makes 
advances elon 12 per cent, viz, 10 per cent, anid sometimes 9 per ceont., but its 
charges for small loans or pledges are generally a good deal higher than those of the 
Tmnperial Bank. 

The Oil Concession: General Difficulties in the way of Trade.—This concession, 
whose holders lave the exclusive right to work the oil-ields throughout Persia with the 
exception of those in the Provinces of Azerbaijan, Ghilan, Mazanderan, and. Klorassa 
has recently been transferred to the Burmah Oil Corporation, who hye undertaken to 
develop the Persian oil-fclds, provided the existence of oil in. commercial quantitios 
can be proved, as alleged! by the engineers and other experts by whom they have. been 
eximined, 

Considerable success has attended! the efforts made by Mr, D'Arey, the first holder 
of the concession, near Kasti-Shireon, in the Province of Kermanshah; but the hopes 
of those interested in the enterprise centre in the tields further to. the south, lying 
chiefly in Arabistan, and at Dalleki, aday’s journey north-east of Bushite, ax it would 

at s0 short a distance from the coast or the Karun River, to convey oil pip 

Thout running the tisk that these might be destroyed or interfered \idh (as 
would probably happen in the Kermanshah Provinee) hy the rough tribes throu 
whiose country they must pass for many amiles. 

It is as yet too early to hazard an opinion as. to whether this oil enterprise will be 
crowned with success. Its promoters are. ve i they have perliaps 
inadequately appreciated the difiiculties attending all commercial undertakings. in a 
‘country possessing: no regular oy eilicient, admit it, whose authorities’ one idea in 
relation to commerce is to lovy blackmail on it for their own personal and immediate 
profit, 

this connection it must not be forgotten that no regular system of ‘Tribunals or 
jnstice can be said to esist in Persia, and that the legal claims’ of British meretiants 
have invariably to be supported hy Consular and in the last resouree by diplomat 
pressure. ‘The only judicial authority open to foreignors who have suits against 
Persians, is the Court‘of the Karguzar or Koreign Office ‘gent, to be found in eyery 
city of importance where foreign traders or foreign Consuls reside. 

These Karguzars, sho buy their posts mainly as a commercial speculation from the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, and receive their instructions from him, are, in. the great 
majority of cases, as corrupt as most Persian officials, and thefr inclination to favour 
those of their own countrymen, who are prepared. to pay them liberally. tor settling 
their eases against fo is oly tempered by a fear of the Consuls of Great 
Britain and Russia, and by che hope that one or the other of these Powers may obtain 

prom ‘they show themselves suficiently subservient to its interests, As 

yy are judicial not executive authorities, aud are, moreoyer, almost always on 
bad terms with the local Governor, on whose perquisites their presence infringes, the 
Intter usually objects to executing their decisions in favour of the foreizn resident, who 
has succeeded in obtaining them, and insists on referring them to ‘Tehran, with the 
result that the unfortunate foreign claimant has to wait_months and sometimes even 
years before hw cau get satisfuction, At Tehran itself these mixed canes are decided 
by the so-called Foreign Office Tribunal, or MejlisicMuhakimat, whoso President. is 

{usis) Q 















named by the Minister for Foreign Affairs, and which, being under the eye of the 
Legations, is slightly less unsatisfactory than the Karguzar’s Courts, For some time 
past the Persian Government, at the suggestion of its Belgian Legal Adviser, has con- 
templated some sort of codification of the lays, and organization of the Courts, dealing 
with mixed cases, anda scheme was actually elaborated last year providing for a regular 
gradation of original and Appellate Tribunals, which were to decide mixed suits by the 
ication ot a fairly simple commercial code, based on that now existing in Turkey. 
‘The plan, which was deserving of sympathy, was frustrated partly by the opposition of 
the clergy, who claimed that the spiritual, and not the temporal authority, was the only 
‘one competent to legislate in a matter of this kind, and that such legislation must be 
in strict accordance with the “Shara,” a condition fatal to the equality before the law 
of Christian and Moslem suitors; and partly by that of Russia, always hostile to any 
measure likely to make for progress in Persia, ‘The Russian Legation took its stand on 
fan antiquated clause in the 'reaty of ‘Tuskomanchai, providing for the hearing of mixed 
eases ‘in the Shulvs Defters at Tehran and Tabrecz,” and contended that the ew 
xclieme for an Appellate Court with independent Judges for the whole of Persia, was 
tantamountto an abrogation of this provision, and, consequently, ultra vires. Tn spite, 
therofore, of the loud and constant complaints of British merchants (those at Bushire 
id mo on the subject when I wasin the Gulf in 1908), there seems. no prospect 
it tribunals, or system of judicial reform, even of the kind existing in 
‘will be established in Persia, and, until this is done, the future of any foreign. 
mercial enterprise, not vigorously supported by the Government of the country to 
which its promoters belong, must alvays be somewhat precarious. I have thought it my 
uly ee evo daring tes gous to eaptalsts hoy like My Wasser, of he Stantard 
‘Trust Company, have contemplated investing money in the establishment. of water- 
works and cloth factories in Persia, as well as to Mx, D’Ary, who is thinking of obtaini 
concession for the working of copper mines in the province of Kerman, It shoul 
he added that the present renetionary Grand Vizier is exceedingly averse to granting 
concessions to foreigners of any nationality, though on the other hand his xenoph 
is loss intense than his love of inoncy, and would probably yield, in any given ease, to a 
sufficiently heavy bribe, 
T propose to close thi 
railway question in Persia, 

















adres 


























roview with @ few remarks on the present position of the 





Railway Quest 





It will be romombered that in 1889 an Agreement was concluded between the 
Aminsca-sultan and the then Russian Minister, M, de Butzow, which prohibited the Persian 
Government from constructing or allowing the construction o ways in Persia for 
‘© jieriod of ten years, without the permission of the Car, ‘This prohibition was not to 

ivld to preclude the eonsteuctios of a line from Tehran to the Shali’s Summer Palaces 
fn the neighbouring hills, or that of tramway: lines in, oF close to, efties, A short line 
had, in fact, actually been made before the con 
Hh 






























not formally prohibit the Persian 
ld railway, it did so in effect, inastn 
as Nosr-ed-dit Shah had given an engagement to Englaid, the binding force of wh 
had been admitted by his successor, that if ever Russia wore permitted to construct any 
railways in Persia, he wonld allow an English Company’ also to build one frou Tehran to 
tie gouthern coast of his dominions pledge given to Russia in 1889, wns renewed, 
‘a alroaly stated, in, 1899, as one of the conditions of the first Russian Loan; but some 
doubt appears to oxist whether it was for five or ten years longer, and it has been found 
impossible by His Majesty's Legation to obtain from the Persian Government an 
authentic copy of its actual wording in the form in which it was actually renewed. 
Lbelieve, almost ineredible as it may seem, that the only document on the subject 
isin the hands of the Russian Government, and consists of a Dast-hit, or autograph, by 
the Shab, seranled across a Memorandum by Count Mouravie, This Memo 
enumerates thitee conditions, which Russia attaches to her Loni 


1, The renewal of the Railway Agreement of 1889 for ten years. 
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The promise that Persia will contract no foreign loan till the repayment of the 
Russian Loan. 

3, An undertaking to affect the payment of the Russian Loan, and to pay into 
the Russian Bank for the purpose the entire revenues of the Persian monarchy. 










On the Memorandum the Shah wrote that he agreed to all the conditions except 
the last, which he considered excessive, and would only mortgage the Customs. 
further believe that the Amin-es-Sultan and the Shah concealed from the other Ministers 
the renewal of the Railway Agreement for ten years under the impression that, if it got 
out, it would render the Amin unpopular, and deliberately allowed it to be believed, as 
iS by most persons, that the new term was for five years only. 

Whetlier, when it expires, it will be renewed for a third. period, will depend chiefly 
on the state of Persia’s relations with Russia at the time. ‘The Agreement is, of course, 
disliked and regarded as humiliating by all progressive Persians, but the Shah and his 
more conservative Ministers are not entirely averse to it, as tliey believe that the con- 
struction of railways, whether Russian or English, would afford pretexts for increased 
foreign intervention in their affairs, and would render thom more assailable by foreign 
armies. ‘They fully realize that these railways could not be made either by the Persian 
State, or by private Persian capitalists, and that, inasmuch as with the exception of a 
line connecting Tebran with Bagdad, they would probably not pay, they would only be 
constructed for political purposes, and therefore on political lines. ‘They are also. aware 
that the now Russian road from Julfa to Tabreez and ‘Tehran is being built by the 
Russian Government in such a way as to admit of its being tuned at a very short notice 
into a railway. 

From our on point of view, we need not, 1 think, be eager to hasten the advent of 
the railway era in Persia, Different views will, no doubt, be taken of this question, 
according as we assign the chief importance to commercial or to military considerations, 
‘The opening of Persia to railways would undoubtedly he most advantageous to our trade, 
nd migit enable us to recapture many markets in the northern and central parts of the 
country, from which we have been driven by’ Russia, or in which we are feebly struggling 
to compete with her, On the other hand, it would mean sooner or later the linking up. 
of tlie Russian and Indian railay systems, and, even without that, it would give: Russia 
a very great advantage in any offensive operations which she might undertake against us 

st Afghanistan, through Persi - 
T have now completed, however imperfeetly, my survey of the Persian political 
situation, and of the principal questions affecting British interests connected with it. 
T append to this survey, for convenience of referenc 







































































































1, A statement showing the liabilities of Persin to Russian and 1 
and their relation to her revenues; and 

2, Figures sliowing the imports from and exports to the various foreign countries, 
trading with the Shah’s Empire, both of which may, I think, be found useful for éon- 
venience of reference, 





ish creditors, 

















Thaye, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE 








APPENDIX (A). 
Penian Finances. 
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‘The exponditure is about 1,700,000, viz.-— 





em. Aronnt, 





Sorvice of Debts 









Sa br i aa he 
Provineal ad ai part jaye 
Nilitary Badge (aoe pad ut of provineal reneao) 
ove Brigade, Laver ‘ 














‘Total 








OF the * Malia,” oF Jand revenue, estimated at from 700,000, to $00,0002, very little reaches 
the Tioporial Treasury, but many of the cmployés of the Coutral Government are o 
Ara(ta on the provincial treanires, anil mich ofthe land revenue covers local expenditure. ‘The 
Customs brought ii last-year a feveime of 440.0002, and M. Nauk hopes that. w 
aril is royilarly in oreo, which will take some little id when Russian trade 
from the effocts of tho war, aud of the present revolut 
50,0002, 

OF tho 440,000k derived from the Gust . 
those of the westem and easter frontiers, contribute wbo 






















Customs including: 
260,000. and the vo 
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ios are charged with this payment of the interest and sinking fund of the two 
Aypsinn Tourn (ot 3200001) vepreniuting an-annval payment of 17500t, with the paymunt ot 
BN, O00!, por angie, representing the interoat on the al cent in April 101, 
fiat variony later dates by the Tiporial Bank of Persia, and with a portion of the interest om 
Whe ailvances of R000 (ry 21,0001) niade by His Majesty's Government in Apel 1903 and 
Septoner (004, whieh, dvigh woninaly avn sere tho Coin Faerie aul the Poste 
‘Will, ax a matter af practical convenienoc, bie «ntirely paid out of the Customs re 

futorent atT2 por cent, on advances, believed to equal about 1 
Jy the Bruiguuo d’Eaeorupte (20,400 

‘Mh total aainvial 
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ent, of about 2,000,000), on the northern, 
: sguthiorn Caton 
Ui paotie howe above eannot safely bo raised by 
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not by reduc ite expen, ade 
interest on existing Mobte (falling whioh Russia 
Fiesane ofits) i eabuk venue to. contest any MiRee. nny earn 
iitorent of more thin 80,000, viz 000 of about 1.500006, oF i€ the Custonus ineroase by another 
LNW 000f. of 2,000,000 Z 
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dowried pecuniary labios the Pern Goverment 
ngoyenients towards Tiisain and Great vitals respectively, whiel 
, niy be tsofully restated for rofervnce. run nnes 





y wore employed romuneratively. 
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1, Engagenents towunts Rusvia, 


‘Pho Persign Govorument bias by 






ituelf towanta Russi :— 


o give the Rowse Bai ison, and if thie is 
ae paytnent of the in Customs: pledged as 
then, oro all sian Gull, 
Not ty Feileou the Loan of LHDL HL 1810, atid not to redeem the lant of 1905 till 194, 
gibi ix onthe’ notice in each case, iw 
(2) Hl he bn arora {to * ne no forviiga loan * (contract of 1901) and to 
enc th fore le songs term” (enatmtrt of 1802) without the consent of tho Rusa 
Government, A pares 
‘The Russians interpret this o¢ tieanhye that although Persia is free to aceopt adv 
thw Hinperial Hank, which ts ita sense her State Dank, and with hick 
jaguonuit clirteuit oF to discon royalties, such ak toe due on the: Ca 
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the Darey Petroleum Concissiod, and the Telegraph Lines worked by the Indo-Kurope 
Cotspany and the tlo-Kun jean Department, she cannot stipulate or accept 4 stipulation that 
Tee adaices nts ts her suoatt opty Hubs Inogue daiaancee CE 





he expression “longue col 





20 has not been precisely de tT uppose it might be 

















reasonably contended that a term of twenty years, or even ten, would constitute “longue 
fehéance,” but that one of five would be “courte éohéance.” ‘The Persian Government tna, 
howevea, disregarded this consideration in its recent Agrocments with us, it hiving heen stipulat 

im the Arrangement of September 1904, that the sim of 300,000 lent by His, Majest 
Government out of Indian revenues should be repaid in fixed annual instalments in twenty 
years, 











Persia has further undertaken, till the Russ 
without the consent of Russia, and this engagement 
repayment of the loan by its incorporation in a secret Artic 
Treaty 





i loan ia repaid, not to lower her duties’ 
has now becn made independent of the 
attached to the new Russo-Persian 










2, Engagements towards Great Britain. 





In 1897, under instructions from Lord Salisbury, Sir Charles Hardinge, then Chargé d’Affairos 

in a note, to which a Memorandum was annexed an assurance from tho 
t that under’ no circumstances whatever would the control of the Customs of 
Soutliem Persia be ceded to a foreign Power, 

‘The Memorandun annexed to this note pointed out that it would be a grave error of polioy 
to plodge to foreign financiers the Customs revenues of the southerii Persian ports, 

Teadded that Great Britain wonld protest ag i foreign Powor of the 
Shalis control over the Customs of is southern ports—on expicasion which was altergd in, the 
Persian text of the Memorandum “to confrol over the revenues of the Customs of Souther 
Persia.’ ‘The thon MushireedeDowleh on the 23rd October, 189% replied to thie note in a 

iglish translation in our archives runs ne follovwas— 
cre svae a rumour that the Customs of Souther Persia would be 
ud control as a guarantee fin" a loan, T therefor take. this 
n that this ramour is absolutely without foumdation and tht 
jon or contro} 
Tittle leas pre 





























< Yo have written tat 
placed! under foreign * supervision 
é fil x ub Lega 
ill never be placed! under foreign auper 
The Persian textof this assranco it 
debarnad the Persian Government from pledging the, Cust 
‘were expressly excluded in the loan contract of that y 
the Persian Gul” A good deal of discussion his taken to the exact meanings of 
tori, which, the Russians argue, doce not iuclide Mohamtneraby a river port vot in Kare and 
fot situated ou the actual ahores of tho gulf, oF the ports froin Jagk to Guottor inclusive, which 
‘aro Hot-on the sea called the Persian Gulf, bit-on the Tidinn Ovo outside it 
Ttlias boon very difficult to extract from the Persian Government any dofiuition of the seve, 
in which it uscd the tern, but after very” great pressure it wns prevailed pon, in, 1904, to doolaro 
that it lind meant tho torm to cover all the southern ports, but could not undertake that the sito 
scan the othor contracting party. Tt was, there: 
of thik statement aw to tho intention 
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in. ih, 1904 mentious both, Mo 
Persique.” 

‘A table is antiexed showing tho Persian Quatona rovene, eapitalizod nt 9 pon veut a 08 to 
illustrate oy remarks ax to tho limite of any new loan. T-have not included i thi table as 0 
Habits ox the Customs the debts dus on account current to the Rusa au hy nyt Bask 

© whose payment is explicitly ghurautonl by Custoinsreventics Itahonkl, moruaver, 
wy tarifl, the general effect of which will hi (0 lower the revenito derived 
ations by Persia trot tho north, and to increase it on finportations by ber through 
the sonthorn ports, 
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NonrieuN and Southern Customs togethor—continued. 


‘Toray, TRavk. 
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No. 10. 
Mr, E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 
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(No, 
(Welegraphic.) P. Tehran, January 3, 1906, 
FOLLOWING repeated to India and Tabrooz :— 
Perso-Turkish frontier dispute, Your telegram No. 97 of the 27th December, 
Tam informed by the Turkish Embassy that the Sultan has refused to withdraw 
the Turkish troops, and that Djavid Pasha has left Constantinople with a mil 
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Mr. i Grant Duff to Sir Kilward Gr 















7 B, 
FOLLOWING ropeatod to Tabreez and) Uri 
“My telegram No. 172 of the 11th December, 

“The Majides-Saltaneh tins left Tabreos for ‘ith, 

“Tr has been suguestod to mo by His Majesty's ConsuleConeral that the Urmi 
Mullali should be allowed to return to Urnii, and that the present would be @ suitable 
opportunity for conceding this, 1 think this would produce a good impression it 
Urmi, and it would ploago the Grand Vi cl the Valialid, 

If I were allowed to uso my discretion in the matter, 
get some concession in return.” : 


Tehran, January 3, 1906, 








































1 would of course try to 














(18434) No, 12. 








Sir Bdionrd Grey to Mr. B Grant Duff 



















(So, 5) 

(elegraphie,). B. 
YOUR telegram No. 182 of tho 26th Desomber 
You sho i 

best means of insuring that a fo 


otier part of Persia with the least 
IG [seb eto Gori ta roan of IoHEchiafeats ane cot 
in emergency 








(481) No. 13. 










India Office (0 Foreign Office.—(Received January 4.) 








India Office, January 3, 1906. 
telegrams of the 18th Decomber, 1905, and 
lable either for 





» the Vicor 
id arms to Robar, where they would hea 
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Ist instant, proposing to 
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Scistan or Meshed or any other place in the east of Persia in the ease of neces 
directod by Mr, Secretary Morley to state that He sees no objection to the propos 
provided the necessary stops for conveying the arms to Robat and storing them there 
tinder a proper guard are taken in such # manner as not to awaken the suspicions of 
ihe Persian Government. 

Subject to this proviso, Mr. Morley would recommend, for Secretary Sir Edward 


ity, Tam 
, 























Groy’s vonsideration, that the proposal of the Government of India should be 
approved 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) "A. GODLEY, 
[402] No. 14. 





Sir Bdward Grey to Mr, 





. Grant-Duff. 
ne 6.) 
‘Welegrapliie.) P Foreign (fice, January 4, 1906. 
REDURY of Mullah to Urumia, 
You nay use your discretion as to allowing the Mullah to go back, as suggested 
in your telegram "No, 4 of the Bnd instant, but some concession in return should 














(619) No. 15. 
Indian Office to Foreign Office — (Re 


Sir, India Office, 

[AM directed by Mr Sroretary Morty to forward, f 
ation a copy of w Jette from the Goverment of Tua eto 
nga roost hat iter dhe Consul at Turbat-itaidant or come oir 
officer shoul proceed ou w yearly tour to Astrabad, in order to report to His 
ajosty's Logition on allains in that province, for information regarding which 
loporienice has) howe 16 be. placoll upon tho nowretettors of wnat 


ied January 
































Mry Morley will be glad to be favoured with § views upon the 
suggestion: 
Tam, te. 
(Sigued) A. GODLEY. 
Tnclosure in No, 15. 
Government of India to Mr, Brodrick, 
Sir, Fort William, December 7, 








WD have the honone to refer tos s despatch, dated the 9th September 
list, to the Marquoss of Lansdossie, paragraph of which lie suxgests 
that anollieor of the British Consnlar staff at Meshed or Purhat-i-Haidari should pay 
‘iy amma visit of inspection to Astrabad, in orler to report on the state of afl 
int provitice to His Britannic Majesty's Legation . sho are at present 
epenilent for such. information on the newsletters of y native agent. 

Wo considue that, in the ciroumstanees described by Sir Ariur Hardinge, there 
goo prind facie caso in favour of the proposal; but before steps are taken to give 
to it, wo would sngxest that advantage he taken of Sir A, 1 resence in 

of lis opinion as to whether the dopted, 
nce to the Russian authorities, and provoke retaliatory 


























Mnghind to ol 








ld be likely to cause offer 
‘tetion ou their part 





We have, &o, 
Gigued) 7M 






Zit, TSBEISON, 
H. ERLE RICHARDS, 





CUI Scor 
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Annex, 
Minute by Sir 4. Hardinge. 


ASTRABAD. I do not think the Russians would like the annual visit I proposer 
but they could not well resent it or regard it as unfriendly, as wo have a Vice-Congul 
for Astrabad who is prevented from ever visiting the district by his dutios as Imperial 
Bank Manager at Resht, au arrangement which I consider highly unsatisfactory, 

The Persians would like it, as they aro completely under Russia's heel there, Tf 
the Russians were to say anything to us about it, as th about Yates! tours in 
Northern Khorassan, we might offer to check our man’s’activity on the Turcoman 
frontier, in return for their doing the same with their Millers and Ovsienkos in the 
south-east, and even express willingness to suppress the Astrabad post altogether in 
return for their withdrawing theirs in Kerman and Bunder Abbas, where they have 
fower interests than we have on the Caspian, I think with the Russians, the maxim of 
the offensive being the best. defe plicable, and that no good is done 


by showing a deference to their susceptibilities which they do uot reciprocate. as 
reganis ours. ‘They cannot be more active dud unfrienly in the south-east than they 
have already shown themselves, and if we were to give them “tit for tat” in the north, 
there is nothing more that they could do, ‘This is not, of course, my primary reason 

king the proposal, which I think, quite apart from Russian views, needs 





No, 16, 
Sir Edward Grey to Mrs B. Grant Duft 


: Foreign Office, January 6, 1906. 
ON the 30th December the Persian Minister comminicated « telegran froin his 
Excellency the Mushir-ed-Dowleh to the effect that the Persian Government wore tot 
prepared to consent to the formation of a Mixed Commission to inquire into the 
Purco-Porsian frontier dispute until the districts of Lahijan and Vaznch tind been 
evacuated by the Ottoman troops. His Higliness Mohammed Ali Khan was accordingly. 
instructed fo request that telegraphic instructions might, he sent to. His Majesty's 
Ambassador at Constantinople to support the representations which the Persfan 
Ambassador had made to the Sublime Porte on the subject, 
T jnformed the Persian Minister, in reply, on the Srd instant that both the British 
nv Ambassadors at Constantinople Id strongly advised the Porsian 
lor to urge upon his Governmont the acceptance of the proposed arrangement, 
}. the Ottoman Government were (o appoint a representative on the Mixed 
», while retaining their troops at Lahijan and, Vazneh, 
vi that you had beou instructed to use similar language to the Mushieed= 
Howleh, and that His Majesty's Government were unable to alter the views they hod 
already expressed on the question, 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) EDWARD G 





(754) No. 17. 


Mr, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 6.) 
(No. 12) 
Sir, St, Petersburgh, January 2, 1906, 

IT HAVE the honour to state that on the lst December, 1905, 1 had a long 
conversation with the Persian Minister, who, T heard, liad recently been received by 
Count Lamsdorif, 

1 gathered from lim that the Tt fer at Tehran, M. Speyer, was nob 

wed with favour at the Ru ¢, He is oprtainly not a persona grata 

t and factless, The Mushiral-Mulk 

hit he would lo recalled, and possibly peplaoel by AU estvig, MeeDirsetor 

of the First Department of the Forvigh Office, I may observe that I have reason to 

believe that M Hartwig is anxious for the appomtment, and has spoken to Count 
[isis] 
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Yamsdorff on the subject, who recently informed me that he could ill spare his 
assistance, 

‘With regard to the general policy of Russia in Persia, the Mushir-ul-Mulk (who 
is the son of the Foreign Minister of Persia, and who has been brought Yussia) 


affirmed very positively that he did not believe that the aims of Russia in that country 
‘wore changed since t 


» time of Count Nesselrode, nor would ever change. Russia, he 
stated, regarded Persia as marked out, not for formal annexation, but rather for 
radual absorption by a process of peaceful penetration. ‘The fact that Russian aims 
fn Manchuria had heen defeated was an additional reason why Russia should maintain 
hier wight to exrvss to warm water by the only path now open to her. He regarded 
policy in Manchuria and the Liaotung Peninsula as exactly the same as her 
policy in Persia--that is, the policy of obtaining an armed port connected with the 
Russian Empire by a railway, constructed through foreign, though protected, territory, 
‘and guarded by Russian troops. The only guarantee which Persia could possess 

nat sucha policy was an intemal reform, for if she appealed for lelp to a forwign 
Power she would only lose her independence in another fashion. He had, he said, 
jen more convinced than ever of the truth of this by his recent conversations at the 
Russian Foreign Offico, 

On my alluding to the financial embarrassments of the Persian Government, he 
confessed that an offer of a loan had been mentioned, but said positively that his 
Government would never consent to conditions derogatory to the independence and 
dignity of the country, by which I understood him to mean financial control. 

Ti would appear tobe @ somewhat remarkable step for Russia to take, in hor 
present financial condition, to offer a pecuniary advance to Persia; but the idea 
Cannot be dismissed as incredible with regard to.a Government which, on the eve of 
the conclusion of peace with Japan, appointed a Committee to consider the question 
of forest regulations in the Liaotung Peninsula, 

Lhave, 6 
neil) 














































(850) No. 18, 
My. Bi, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grew —(Received January 6.) 
o) in 
lographic.) Tehran, January 6, 1906. 


FOLLOWING rope 


“My telegram No, 176 of the 16th December, 
“Tam informed by the Grand Vizier that he finds himself 
engagement to repay the 700,000 tomans advanced by: the Bank boy 
‘of their concession, ‘The position appears to be s 
given from outside, for the Managor of the Bs 
the Diroctors agreeing to a further postponement. 





to India: — 





Ne to meet, his 
the legal limit 
rious, unless assistance can be 
k here states that there is: no hope of 















{1004} No, 19, 
Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 8.) 
(No. 5.) 
Sir, Pera, January 2, 1906. 





WITH relvrence to my despnteh No, 951 of the 27th December, 1905, I have 
the honour to inclose herewith further correspondence which I have received from 
the Porsian Ambassador hearing upon the Turco-Persian frontier incident, similar 
communications having been made to the Russian Ambassador. 

Tn speaking of his letter of the 27th December, the Persian Ambassador seemed 
to consider the extract trom th “Journal” of the Russian Commissioner, Major- 
General Chirikow, was decisive as to the Persian claim to Lahidjan, bat I remarked 
that T thought that it could only he regarded, under the circumstances, as an 
exprossion of opinion devoid of the importance of a decision given as Arbitrator, and 
though not without its value, still insuilicient to bind the Turk 

‘Whe Ambassador admitted this, hut produced a Report of the Turkish Com- 
missioner, Dervish Pasha, stating that Labidjan was Persian. 
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I showed him, however, tlie “identic map” agreed upon between the Britis! and 
Russian Commissioners, which was communicated to the Turkish and Persian 
Governments in September 1869 or February 1870, with a copy of which his 
Highness seemed to be unprovided, and I pointed out to him that Kala Passova, 
which was now occupied by their troops and protested against by the Ottoman 
Goyernment, was outside the zone of 20 to 40 miles reserved for delimitation by the 
Commissioners. 

Prince Mirza Khan seemed highly pleased with this information, for which he 
expressed his great gratitude, He said he would at onco go to the Porte and ask for 
the production of the map, of which he himself had not a copy, and he hoped that 
this substantial evidence of their claim to Passova would induce the Ottoman 
Government to withdraw their troops from that place, and thus enable his Government 
to participate in tho appointment of a Mixed Commission, as suggested by the 

arte, 

Prinee Mirza Khan has not since eallod upon me, so that T do not know whether 
any satisfactory progress has been made in the negotiations within the last. week as 
consequence of his last representations. 








Ihave, &e, 
: (Signed) -N. R, O'CONOR. 





Tnclosure 1 in No, 19, 
Prince Mirsa Khan to Sir N, O'Conor, 


Ambassade Impériate de Perse, Constantinople, 
M, l'Ambassadeur et cher Colldgue, te 97 Décembre, 1005. 

VAL Vhonneur denvoyer ci-inelus 4 votre Excellence In copie du extrait du 
journal du Général-Major Tohirikow, Commissnire Russe pour tn dGlimitation Murco- 
Persane, D'aprés co document, votre Excellence verra quo la frontitre entre In Porse 
tla Turquie dans les endroits en litigo est désignée naturellement par uno chaine de 
montagne appelée Kandili ; 1e versant oriental appartiont & In Perse, ob Voccidental a 
ln Turquie, Lahidjinn, Passova, Vezné, ot antres, so trouvant sur le versant oriental, 
ces endroits appartiennent, donc, incontestable ment A In Perse, 

Comme assurément 1¢ rapport: identique du Commissaire du Gouvernement 
Britannique doit se trouver naturellement dans les archives do votro honorable 
Ambassade, votre Excellence, en eas de besoin, pourra le faire chercher, 

‘Fai rogu hier de notre Consul-Général A Van un rapport dans lequel il m‘informe 
que le Gouvernement Ottoman dirige hiuit, bataillons d'infanterio, quatre régiments de 
cavalerie Hamidié, et doux batteries dartillerie sur Laliidjian ot Vezn6, Ainsi que je 
viens de le dire ci-haut, ces endeoits apparticnnent au Gonyernement Persan, Jat 
immédiatement écrit une note 4 la Sublime Porte, dans Inquelle je ln pric d'arréter 
Venvoi de ces troupes, qui n'est pas conforme ‘aux bonnes relation’ existant entro les 
deux Gonyernements, et je me fais un devoir de vous en faire par In copie 
en Ture. 










































Veuillez, &e. 


(Signé) Prince M. RIZA KHAN. 





Tnclosure 2 in No. 19. 








Eztract from the Journal of Major-General Chirikow, Russian Commissioner for the 
Delimitation of the Tureo-Persian Frontier, 








ian a pour chef-lien Passova village, ot ost situd un fortin, 
Ge district, qui appartiont aujourdhui i la est. s6paré des possessions ‘Tarqui 
Pichder et autres, par une chaine de montagnes couyertes de nei, qui porte le nom 
de Kandilan, et forme une frontidre naturelle et bien définie. 

Les Bilbass, qui reconnaissent 'autorité de Ia Perse, sont peu nombreux; I'un de 
leurs Chefs habite le fortin de Passova, tandis qu’an autre mone un genre de vie 














nomade dans les environs de eette localité. 
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Tnclosure 3 in No, 19. 


Persian Embassy to Ottoman Ministry for Foreign Affairs. 


(‘ranslation.) December 13 (28), 1905. 
‘THE Persian Consul at Van now reports that, in pursuance of telegraphic orders 
from the Ministry of War to the Mushir at Eraingian, cight battalions of regular 
infantry, four battalions of Hamidich cavalry, with two batteries of artillery, have been 
sont towards Lahidjan, in Persian territory. As such invasion of Persian territory is 
entirely. at varianee with the good and friendly relations happily subsisting between 
the two States, and cannot be viewed without concern by my Government, I beg to 
request that you will move the proper autliorities to send orders for the immediate 
withdrawal of these troops from Persian territory 















Tnclosure 4 in No, 19. 





Prince Mirza Khan to Sir N. O'Conor, Pe 
Anibassade Imperiale de Perse, Stamboul, 
M,l’Ambassadenr et chor Colldgue, te 29 Décembre, 1905, 
JA Vionneur denyoyer & votre Excellence ci-inelus les. copies de la note que 
qiie hier de ln Subliine Porte relativemont i Vaflaire de Lahidjian, ainsi que la 
me du Ministre des Affaires Btrangtres de Perse, 
















Veuillez, &e, 
(Signé) Prin 





M. RIZA KHAN. 








Tnelosure 5 in No, 19. 
Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs to Prince Mirza Khan, 


(ruluetion,) Tiérany le Décembre, 1905, 

PAT soumis i Sa Majesté Impériale le Schah votre dépache chiffrée, par laquelle 
vous maven, informé votre entrovne avee Son Altesse le Grand Véeir, son Excellenco 
Je Ministre des Aflnives Btrangiros, aiisi que leurs Exeellences les Ambassadeurs de la 
Grande-Brotagne ct Russio. 

Pour appuyer los démarches de youre Altesse, nous avons. Gerit 
in Grandocbretagne ot de Tus 
Ministros 1 Londros et. Saint 
aupris des Ministres des Ai wgores de cos deux Puissmees, pour quills 
Cavoiont des instructions néeessaires leurs Ambassadours i Constantinople pour 
quily vous pritent leurs concours. Les Légations de la Grande-Brotagne et de 
Mussio ti Mhéran sont Wavis que !Ambassadeur de Perse doit montrer i ln Sublime 
Porto les prouves constatant la possession du. Gouvernement Impérial Persan sur les 
territoires on question; alors leurs Ambassadeurs & Constantinople lui préteront leurs 
Concours et feront cux-mémes des démarches i la Sublime Porte pour faire retiver les 
troupes Ottomanes, 

Sa Majesté Impériale le Schah m’ordonne de vous communiquer que toutes les 
preives constatant Ia possession du territoire de Lahidjian pat ln Perso vous ayant été 
omnis, ct comme vous. connaissen compldtement. les details, votre Altes dott 
sauvewarder les intértis du Gouvernement Impérial, et tant que les troupes ne se 
Soront pins rotindes, nous ne pourrons pas consentir & une enquete mixte, 

‘Want. que ces territoires ne seront pas reudus & leur état p yous devez faire 
tout votre possible afin que les droits incontestables du Gouvernement Impérial ne 

ent pai lis 
Par ordi Tmpévial vous étes chargé de faire los démarches néeessaires afin que 
Jes troupies soient retinées Je plus tt possible, et cos endroits soient remis de nouveau 
‘leur état primitif, of m'informer le résultat de vos démarches, 
(Signi 







































































Muchir-iDovieh. 
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Tnclosure 6 in No, 19, 
Ottoman Minister for Foreign Affairs to Persian Ambassador. 


(Translation.) Gonstantinople, December 18 (26), 1905, 
YOUR Excelleney’s despatch of the 2W4th Shawal, giving the sense of a 
telegram which your Excellency had received from ‘Tehran to the effect that: the 
Joint inquiry which it is proposed to make in regard to Waza, Lahidjan, Mighian, 
and Keloshiekh can only be undertaken on the evacuation of Wazna and certain other 
points, and containing certain communications ou that subject, was duly submitted to 
tle 
in which it is set forth that, as you have previously hee 
events proves that Wazna, Lahidjan, Mighian, and the surrounding dis 
various times in the past been recognized as part of the Imperial Ottoman don 
and troops have been dispatched there on our part whenever incursions have taken 
place from the other side, aud that, terefore, it is only’ as 1 concession to the cordial 
relations existing between the two States that the Imperial Ottoman Government has 
consented to the proposal put forward hy the Goverament of the State which you 
represent in regard to the investigation of that part of the frontier by a Mixed 
Commission, and that the Tinporial Iradé which lias been promulgated in regard to 
this Commission was issued in the sense indicated above. As it is desirable, with a 
r to the settlenient of this question, that the Commission should enter upon its 
labours at the carliest possible moment, T have the honour to beg your Excellency to 
use your best en aview to that end, 








nd Vizier. I have now had the honour to receive a reply from his Highness, 
formed, thie record of past 
have at 



































(1090) No, 20, 
Mr. B. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 8.) 





6.) 
(Telegraphic.) _P. 
KUHAK buildings, Your telegram No. 1. 
T yesterday received the call of the Yamin-i-Nizan and the Deputy-Governor, 


They wore both in full wniform, and T accepted their apology, which was suitably 
worded. 
(Repeated to Tndia,) 





Tehran, January §, 1906, 


























(481) No. 21. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 
Sir, Foreign Office, Tonuary 8, 1906. 
I AM di y Secretary Sir B, Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
lottex of thi uit, on the sub, tan. 


Tam to inform you that 


oneurs in the proposal of the Seerotary of 
State for India to approve the su 


tion contained in the telegram from ‘the 
Government of India of the 18th ultimo, that the arms should be stored at Robat, 
provided that they are conveyed and stored there in such a manner as nob to. awaken 
tle suspicions of the Persian Government. 











Tam, &e. 
(Signed) E, GORSD, 








1206) No, 22, 
India Office to Foreiyn Office —(Received January 10.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary: of State Tor Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inelosure in 
4 letter from the Boreign Secretary to the Government of India, dated 14th December, 
relative to Russo-Afghan relations and the situation in Seistan, 
India Office, January 9, 1900: 

1618] 
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Inclosure in No, 22. 
Government of India to Ameer of Afghanistan. 


Fort William, December 4, 1905 

ndly letter of the 4th Ramazan 

1905, s.p., and beg to thank your 

about the proceedings of the Russian Government 

frontier ard about the situation in Scistan. 

T have sont'a copy of your Highness’s letter to His Majesty’s Government, and 

re also telcgraphied & summary of its contents, As soon as T lear what action His 

Majesty's Govermment consider it desirable to take with reference to the shooting of the 

Khassidar on the order near Chahil Dukhteran, and the attempt of the Russian officer 

to visit the Governor of Afghan ‘Turkestan at Mazar-i-Sharif, £ will not fail to inform 
your Highness, 

‘The question regarding the situation in Seistan may conveniently be dealt with 

Separately, and Tope shortly to be in a position to reply to tliat portion of your 


Aighnoss's letter which relates to the non-aceeptance by the Persian Governmont of 
Colone] MeMalion’s Water Award, a is : 





(1241) No. 23, 
India Ofice to Foreign Office. (Received January 10,) 


ITIIE Undor-Seervtary of Stato for Tndin presents his complimonts to the Under: 
§ of State for Foreign AMuirs, and, by dircotion of Mr, Secretary Morley, 
forwards lirewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telouraye 
from, the Viceroy, dated the Sh Januity, relative to. (he concessions recommendell by 


th a if it should be decided to grant a further loan to the Persian 


Government 
India Office, January 10, 1906 
a 


Tnelosure in No. 
Gouernment af India to Mr. Morley. 


January 9, 1906, 
My teleyraro of the 22nd ultimo, 


{n the ovent of its boing decided’ to grant loan, the following ate the concessions 
Wltich wo would rreommond should bo obtained s— 


ein Bander Abbas, vid Regan, to Bam, together with 
ons oF othor mechanically propelled vehicles thereon, 
nd when required, into a railway, 


wy roads, railways, 

he auspices of His 
ired for the purpose, 
d shall be understood 


Out Karun irrigation scheme ou the lines indicated in the 
01 front the Governnient of India, Data at present available 

olny remunerative, though investigation ii 

(4) Bight to connuct Rabat with Nasratabad by 


‘The titst two concessions are biy far the most impor Grounds for req 
furnishetl hy the recommonitation of the recent Commercial Mission, and by. the 
inethieacy of the Lur Road Concession owing to the unrest prevailing amon «lie 
tribesmen. Extension by ussin of har roads or railways to the coast between Prinlos 
bas or Gwe tar would, it isobyions, bo precluded by road such as that described. 
Me Karun ietigntion scheme is one im which India is less immediately concerned ; 


pOInL th pro} 
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it should not be present independently to the prejudice of concessions (1) or (2), falling 
as it does within general scope of (2). ats 

As regards the Robat-Nasratabad telegraph extension, this may have been agreed 
to already a3 a set-off to Russian telegraph from Bajgiran ; but, if not, it should bo 
secured in addition to all or any of the other concessions named above, it might be 
arranged concurrently with the negotiations as to the loan, bnt without any express 
stipulation being inserted in the loan contract. with regard to it. te ; 

As indicating that there has been no slackening of Russia’s activity in pushing 
her influence in Persia, we may add that we have received a telegraphic report, dated 
the 20th December, from Major Sykes to the effect that negotiations for road from 
Tehrau to Meshed are boing carried on by Russian Minister. 

(Repeated to Grant Duff.) 





(1315) Node, 


Mr. B, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 10.) 
No. 7, 

{feleyraphio) _v. Tehran, January 10, 1906, 

FOLLOWING repeated to India 

“ Witness beaten by Sardar-i-Ahram, Your telegram No. 1, 

“Tam informed by the Mushir-ed-Dowleh that the Shah will not allow the Governor 
of Shiraz to offer an apology to. Tis Majesty's Consul for his conduct in this matter. 
Ttshould, I think, be pressed, and I bog that T may be furnished with instructions.” 





1314) No. 35, 


Mr, E. Grant Duf to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 10,) 

(No. 8.) 

(Helegraphic.) DP, Tehran, January 10, 1906, 
FOLLOWING repeated to India -— 
Douglas-Lorimer outrage, , - x 
“Persian Government havo declined to pay compensation, In my opinion nothing 

ean be effected by dipl pressure, and T think the time has come to take strong 

action to enforce the paymient of this and other claims.” 





[1320] No, 26, 


Mr. B, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey—(Received January 10.) 


lexraphic.) P. Tehran, Janwary 10, 1906, 
FOLLOWING topeated to India : 


“I have been asked by the Mushired-Dowleh for the Henjam Bundor Abbas 
telegraph line account, which his Excelloncy says the Persian Government. aro now: 
prepared to settle,” 





(1321) No. 27. 


Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir Edwartt Grey.—(Receivedt January 10.) 

(No. 11.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Tehran, January 10, 1906, 

THE Government of India request me to repeat to you the following telegram 
which I sent to them and to Bushire on the Oth instant :— 

“Your tolegram No. 3. 

“Tn the event of its being necessary to bring in troops, such action would 
probably be against the wish of the Persian Government, if any Government were still 
in existence (see my despatehes now on their way to you); but all I recommend for the 





36 
present is that we should take precautionary measures. It ip probable that apy 
Movement would be directed against the Government, but it might involve Armenians 
or Europeans, 

“Tehran is quiet, but the Mollahs are still outside at the shrine,” 





{483} 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. E, Grant Duff 
(No. 9.) 
(Welexraphic,) P. Foreign Office, January 10, 1906. 
HIE Grand Vizier and the Minister for Foroign Affairs have telegraphed to the 
Persian Minister complaining of the harsh tone and unusual language of the repre: 
Sentations you have made on the subject of tho condition of Furs Province, and of 
Your demadds for the dismissal of the Governor and his Minister. 
‘hese telegrams, wh dated the Brd instant, have been brought here by the 
Persian Minister, 
‘The expressions “incapacity, cruelty, and tyranny,” used in your letter of the 
17th September, 1906, are alluded to by the Minister for Foreign ‘Affairs, and the 
and Vialer declares you threatened, in an, interview of the 2nd instant that. you 
would cat ajesty' 
followin d Goy 
Persian Government sconi, fro ted by the Mi 
sonic days ago, to he under the impression that you have applied to. me for autho 
Indian cavalry ond send them to Shiraz from Bushire. ‘They state 
that snattors will soon be put-on a better footing, as the official who has been sent to 
inquire into the state of the eountry will arrive shortly; that the situation at Shims 
has beon much exaggerated; that the inhabitants have. taken * bast,” but that na 
actual distucbanees Nave taken plice; and they argue with some fore that, without 
somo inquiry into the faets of the {he Porsian Government, $0 serious a step as 
the dismissal from the post of Gove of a near relative of tho Shah should 
Hot he undertaken on the complaint ofa forchgn Representative 
{ine ollclal who lis beén sent to Shine is considered by Sit A, Hardinge to b 
Sense aud capable man, and, as the Governor-General is at present. int Pass 
‘ssturance that he stall not confine in. office seems more important: than the 
dato of hi ssl 
1 have informed the Persian Minister that your impatiene 
ed itliod by the inattention with which your repeesentations on various subjects 
Taiyo been treated, but L cannot hat it would he better to abstain from 
units expressions which dre scarcely admitted in diplomacy, and that, in the absence 
Pi dustructions from tho Secretary at State, peremptory demands for answers tithing 
Tiriof period should not be resorted to, 
Suich ‘methois give the Persian Government an excuse for 
Norv and evading further treatment of the quo y 
‘sulliciont infor With the question effectually, 


aking complaints 
‘ou, while we have searcely 





(1379) xe, 


India Office to Foreign Ofice—(Received January 11.) 


PHI. Under-Secretary of State for India 
Seeretary of State for Foreign Mfiirs, 
forwarils herewith, for the 
the Vieoroy, dlatod the 9th January, re 


India Office, January 10, 1906, 


presents his compliments to the Under- 

airs, nd, by direction of Mr, Scerctary Morle 

information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telogram to 
ive to the Henjam Telexraph Station, 


3 
Inclosure in No. 29. 
Mr, Morley to the Government of India, 


jc) P. India Office, January 9, 1906, 
cre SER telegram prieeesratelnne omed tie SioyBenidl Clegesite sancaion 
Henjam. q 4 fas ae hen 

i % escence in actual facts of our occupation during yet 
TRRB=88D mune os the penton File Majeure Govoramont, bo evniiod ay equialent 
5 jon of the land occupied. : i 
Ii ieeeieieie pis tis, caney tater ecavennt io Graal Dut iayeni ia Ne telegram 
of the 15th ultimo, 





(1380) No. 80, 
India Office to Foreign Offce.—(Received January 11.) 


5 Svorotaty of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
SS Reacee is Guat tie aici op cieathy dist oui ealey 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegra, 
to the Viceroy, dated the th instant, relative to the suggested depot of arms at Rol 


India Office, January 10, 1906. 


Tnclosure in No. 0, 
Mr. Morley to Government of India, 


i india Office, January 9, 1906, 
Telegraphic.) P. India Office, 5 
ee SROPOSED dopit of wrms ab Robat, Your tlograns od 180 December, 1905, 
ana Ist instant, Provided that conveyance of aris to Rabat and hoi storage 
thero under proper guard is carried ont in such a mamer as not to arouse Pors 
Sania e ereieia Hess atph Cvatieue area aes aumento 


(213) No, 31, 


Sir Riward Grey to Mr, &: Grant Duff 
Misleeepi) Foreign Office, Jonuary 11, 1906, 
AUNHOUGH tt would. Bo/ Vary! desicabla! to oblain, a seltlament of af toast 
portion of outstanding British claims, as suggested in you tology No, 2 af 
1st instant, it seems doubtful whether the present snoment is favourable for an attempt, 
a the Tersian Government are im such degperate straits for mony 
Ie you representa the matter othe Sha tis posible that ght reply Dy an 
expression of good-will, and a statement that ho would instruct his Minister hore to offer 
explanations, and it would not he easy for you to puasue the discussion, atin 
should therefore, on the whole, be disposed to postpone any direet appeal to 
Majesty on the subject until we have grounds for pointing to somo friendly action on 
‘Out part, and for stating that we are entitled to expect a corresponding demonstration 
good-will from the Porsian Government. : : 
Orne Fe eRe RE RIS foreible, measures, would also be 
ineonveniot unless we were prepara to caery out the threat in cso out demands wore 
not coinplied with, and any action of this kind might prodiice consequences which we 
have no desire to hasten, 








38 


[1431] No. 32. 
Memorandum communicated to the Persian Minister, January 11, 1906, 


XD \would seem from the communications which the Persian Minister has made to 
Edward Grey that some apprehension existe at Tehran that the policy and 
sentiments of the present Ministry are less favourable to the Persian Govertmen: thes 
those of their predecessors, ‘There is no ground for this impression, and. the Persion 
Minister is authorized to a nment that the sentiments of Sir Edward 
iained by the Marquess of 


thinks it right, however, to observe that there seems to have 
Houlty than “usual in obtaining a satisfactory settlement of 

h it-has been found necessary to address represontations to the 
Persian Government, 


Foreign Office, January 11, 1906, 





{1309} No, 33, 
Foreign Office to India Office, 


Foreign Office, January 11, 1906. 
{AM directed by Secretary Sir E. Groy to transmit to you herewith, to-be 
{iid before the Secrotary of State for India, copy of a despatch from Tis Majestyra 
Chargé d’Affoires at Tehran,* relative to the recruiting of Berberis. or Hazaras by 
Mis Majesty's Consul-Gonoral in Khorassan, for serviee. in 1 ts in British 
Bidluchistan 
1 ill be observed that this practice appears to haye been adopted without 
consulting fis Majesty's Legation at Tohiran, aud that. Mr. Grant Dull was unavore 
Fit until his attention was called to the matter by the Persian Government, 
Sir Bi: Groy concurs in Mr, Grant Duil’s viow that such recruiting should not 
ken phice without. provions consultation with His Majesty's Leseation, but ng 
the Government of india ha expressed their regret for the omission, he has no 
‘lesivo to press the matter further. 
Tam, &, 
(Signed) SANDERSON, 





(1467) bio 


The Iniperial Bank of Persia to the Worelyn Office.—(Receivedt Janvary 12.) 


My Lord, 25, Abchurch Lane, London, Jonurry U1, 1906. 

HAVE the houour to solicit your consideration and that of the Secretary of 
State to certain cirownstancos connected with the financial liabilities and obligations 
of the Persian Government towards the Imperial Bank of Persia, 

Nou are avaro that the Government of the Shah had-expressed some irritation at 
pay afetusal of the Imperial Bank to advance them 150,000, for reasons which went 
filly explained to yon at the timo, and set forth in nuy letter of the Lsth July to the 

Mi 


Uritish Minister at Tehran, a copy of which was forwarded to you with tay lotier ot ee 
Teme ate fad previously ventured to suggest to you, in my letter of the Lsth June 
the aulvisability of wronting to the Persian, Government the money. required, are 
rrttout eondlitions, a8 a safe financial operation with important politcal advantecen 
Aattachiod it 

Althongh se wore procludod from making the desired advance, it was impossible 
{ix site Tuiporial Baul at the timo of the Shah's journey to Europe and duties hee 
ubgenco, when the Adinistration was in fnancial-difeultion frome the war me Aes 
‘lecronse. in customs revenue, to refuse to honour the cheques of the Persian Guvecns 
inent: Such a refusal on the part of the State Bank wouki injurious 
foot upon our position, and would have destroyed that confidence in our madness 


* Mr E;(iraht Bult, No, 280, of December 2, 190%, 
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assist the Government in critical times which they have till now reposed in us, Our 
action was largely due to the fact that we were aware that the Foreign Office, on behalf 
of the Indian Government, had expressed their readiness to make a loan, through the 
Imperial Bank, to the Government of the Shah, on conditions by no meats onerous or 
diffieult of acceptance. The indebtedness of the Persian Covernment to tho Imperial 
Bank, beyond the limite of our concession, tae, alan circumstances, to more 
than 100,000/,, and it became necessary to reguilarize the position before the‘accounta 
of the year were made up. 

‘The Beard of the fmperial Bank mado evory attempt to obtain payment, but 
without success; and as the result of protracted negotiations, and with the assistance 
of His Majesty's Logation, we obtained a promissory note, at two months, for the amoutit 
due; sigued by the Prime Minister and indorsed by His Majesty the Shah. 

is, in a fow words, is the position, and the’ Board of Directors would venture to 
hope that the grant of a loan to the Persian Government of such amount as may be 
considered desirable, and with or without conditions, may be favourably entertamed 
and carried to completion, 

‘The Directors do not urge this from any fear of loss of the money advanced, but 
from the conviction that unless the British Government assists them, tho Persian 
Government will apply to Russia for the necessary loan, Although the’ condition of 
that country does not seem favourable to londing, yet tho security is.s0 good and. the 
tate of interest so high that a loan to Persia would be a remunerative operation ; while 
the conditions Russia would exact would render it politically advantageous. to. hor, and 
detrimental to, British intorests, ‘Tho Joans already made by tho. Indian Government 
and the Imperial Bank would be paid off, and the position of this institution, which js 
the one important unofficial representative of British interests in Persia, would reecive 
@ serious blow. Considering the: political outlook, the Board of Directors cannot but 

that His Majesty's Government will: riot allow the opportunity. to escape of 
ing, by the security for the loan, a dominating position in the Gulf by a lien ott 
its whole customs revenue, and thus carry out the policy which they have always and 
Successfully upheld. Hut unless this opportunity be taken by England, we foar that it 
will certainly be taken by Russia, to the lasting injury of British political and economical 
interests in’ Persia. 
Thave, &, 


(Signed) LIONEL GRIPFIN, Chairman, Cefel 


(1557) 





India Office to Foreign Office (Received January 12.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under: 
Seerctary, of Siate for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Seorotary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of Stato, copy of. tclogrira 
from the Viceroy, dated the 12th January, relativo to arms for the Persian Consulates, 


India Office, January 12, 1906, 
—————— 


Ticlosure in No, 
Government of India to Mr. Morley, 


(Petegraphie.) P, January 12, 1906, 
YOUR telogram of Ist January (2), Arms for Mesied and Soistan Consulates, 
Arrangements were mado, on receipt of your telegram abovo cited, to sond 130 

rifles, under a guard of one double company, Native Infantry, to Robat, in order that 

as seemed probable at the time, uecessity should arise, Meshod could’ ho roinfored 
y sending up the mounted escorts now at ‘Turbat and Seistan, while’ the Soistan 
cort could be replaced by the infantry, which would also provide guard for 

Kerman. As stated in our previous telegram, the guard and rifles sent’ to, Robat 

Were not to. cross the frontier except on Foquistion, and (asin the aso of escorts for 

Southern Persia) wo would ask to be furnished with full details as to. the polit 

situation. in Persia, in order that military authorities may be in a position to docile 

whother it will be safe to send such simall detachments, 








—— ioe ae See 
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Vith reference to your telegram of the 9th instant, it will be impos 
el atl rifles to be sent to Roba without Persian Government becoming aware of 
the fact, We are, liowever, of opinion that the step should be taken if risk of 
disturbances exists: Intimation can be made to the Persian Government, should it 
ho thought necessary, to the effect that we have thought it necessary, in view of 
possibility of disturbances, to adopt measures of precaution within our own frontiers, 
for the purpose of protecting British interests and of preventing the danger of spread 
of disturbances, 




















(1558) No, 36, 
Judia Office to Foreign Office—(Received January 12.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for [udia presents his compliments to the Under 
Scerctary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by. direction of Mr. Secretary. Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the Lth January, relative to the provision of Consular guards 
for disturbed districts in Persia, 


India Office, January 12, 1905. 




















Inclosure in 
Government of India to Mr. Morley. 


(Polegraphie,) Josuary 1, 1006. 
YOUR telegrams of the 24th and 20th ultimo, relative to guards for dispatch to 
Porsia . 
We are holding in rea’ 
the movements indicated Delo: to. be carried ont on our recel 
Meet, provided tht wo are at the same time furnished w 
iiformmation ay tu, political situation in Porsia, so th 
Guablid (6 satisfy: temnselves: that risk of sending. si 




















hy small detach 












Persia, is one that any reasounbly be iucurred. “Above proviso is essential, 
possilility. of a gonoral and si jae Goverimnent is 

Tira fulegrann of thy GUlehustant frou ( ) Resident at Bushire. Question of 
the action tobe taken to protest British and fudian interests in 1 such 





it, and we trust 
ion being found 





sontingeney. will doubtless bo considerod. by: Is Majesty's Govern 
{to aloud: in dite corso We consalted in, theevent of our eo-ope 
necessity, 

As regards distribution of 10 gear’ 
Min, A notorigus anti-foreign contre, 
ultimo from Crant Dull: 
ving Bushire. Both abo 
forty: nen would bo sent to Shi 
ano extent, 

(Repeated to Teliran and Bush 








ove-mentioned, 50 are intended: for 
id 50 for Tehran, vide the telegram of the 
Hi elran in from 4 10 57 days after 
achments would he sent rid Bushire and Shirax, 
vz from Bushire, which would be reinforced to the 



























(1687! No. 37. 
MP Ey Grant Df to Sir Eitwind Grey.—(Weceived January 12.) 
2 
tage) P. Tehran, Janvary 12, 1906; 








MY telegram No. 178 of the n No. 9 of the 
10th Jannary. . meet 

‘Allany veports on the condition of Shiraz and of Fars in general have not reached 
you, and TE fear that such ax have done so, notably my No, 254 of the Std December, 
have failed to make clear to you in what a dangerous state that district is. Facts do 
ot bear olit tho Persian Minister's reassu 
which was litely reported hy THis Maj 
Shitwa aud in tle province are continual, and b 


23nd December, anit your te! 


















statements as to the condition of Fars, 





Consul to be critical. Disturbances at 
ndage is rampant. T forwarded 
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by last messenger a list of thirty robberies perpetrated on the Bushire road on British 
goods alone. 

Such great ‘eruelties have been committed by the present Governor and Vavir, 
and they have robbed the provinee to such an extent, that the people of Shiraz decline 
to permit their continuance in office, and have telegraphed recently to the ““Chets de 
Mission ” in Tehran, setting forth their grievances, and imploring us to lay them before 
the Shah, 

Tam now, by your instructions, pressing for an apology for a gross act of 
discourtesy to His Majesty's Const at Shiraz, whose representations are cossistontly 
treated with contempt. Messengers of His Majesty's Consulate-General at Bushiro, 
while carrying despatches, were recently robbed and beaten by toad guards; and 
illegal road tax has, owing to. my continued pressure, only recently been removed, 

‘The specific words mentioned in the Persian Minister’s complaint were not used 
in an official note, as his Excellency led you to suppose, but in a private letter of the 
17th November to the Mushir-el-Dowleh, copy of which has already been forwarded 
to you in my despatch No. Far from taking offence, the Mushir-ed-Dowleh 
informed me confidentially tliat my views regarding the Goyernor of Fars and his 
administration were fully shared by himself, 

‘The statement regarding Indian cavalry refers, I presume, to the verbal hint 
which, by Lord Lansdowne's instructions (sce Forcien Office telegram No. 89), I gave 
to the Grand Vizier, and, after hearing that the Bushire road was in a worse state 
than ever, repeated on the 2nd January 

‘he dismissal of the Governor-G 

































eral never formed the subject of any official 
demand on my part, though it must be within your recollection that I suggested that 
the time was approaching when an official demand to. that effect would be politic, 
T have urged the Persian Government repeatedly to reform the administration of 
Fars, and Drought to their notice thie malpractices of the Governor-General; hut, the 
statement that C demanded his dismissal within a fixed time, and threatened that if 
this was not done I would carry out instructions of His Majesty’s Governmont. is 
palpably absurd, for instructions on this point have never been received by 
Lord Lansdowne or yourself. I did complain. strongly of the impo 
obtaining replies to various notes addressed to the Persian Government, and i 

that it was my right to receive answers within a reasonable period, 
telegrams will, I trust, absolve me from the change of 

taking peremptory action without reference to the Secretary of State :— 


189, 142, 147, 155, 157, 178, 179, 186 of last 































grams Nos, 
and Nos. 1, 2, 4, 7, § of 1906, 


My personal relations with both the Grand 
excellent, so that I can only suppose that 1ecou been had by the Persian 
Government to the time-honoured device of complaining of His Majesty's Represous 
tative here with the object of sounding the now British Government, and a: in 

ier they can rely on the weakening of British policy in Persia, and of soetug 
how far they ean go in resisting our just demands. F 

On various oveasions { have found it necessary, with Lord Lansdowne's approval, 
to he firm with the Persian Government; but, in spite of great provocation, my 
official communications, verbal as. well as written, have always been strictly correct, 
and it seems to me that the onus of proving the contrary lies with the Persian 
Government. 

For some months the cond 






ior and the Mushir-ed-Dowleh are 























f Persia has been steadily growing worse, and 
T have already warned His Majesty's Government that there may be trouble in’ this 
country (see my telegram No, 178). His Mujesty’s Consul at ‘Tabrees reports that, 
owing to the influx of refugees from the Caucasus, the stato of that town is again 
threatening. Here the bazaars were closed on Wednesday and troops called out, 
Whe Mollahs, w at Shah Abdul Azim, are placarding the bazuars with 
revolutionary noti ind demanding Constitutional Government, ¥ 

A number of disagreeable hich were not of my making, such as the 
destruction of the Seistan Mission buildings at Kubak, have lately occupied my 
attention, but I trust you will be convinced by the above explanation that 1 have 
uever been deliberately unconciliatory in my attitude to the Persian Goyernment. 
1 would, in any case, respectfully submit that if the Persian Government reecive an: 
hint that my action is disapproved by His Majesty’s Government, the hope, which 
is cane seule of getting any of our claims or cases, which have been out- 

i 
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standing for years, settled, or, indeed, of being able to get anything whatever done, 
will vanish altogete 

I regret that before seeing the Persian Minister you had not received my: 
despatches, which are now on their way to you. 

(Repeated to India.) 











(1585) No. 58, 


Mr, E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 12.) 





(0. 18.) 

aphic.) P. Tehran, January 12, 1906. 
FOLLOWING sent to Indias— 

“T am informed by UH: 
out there which suspicious! 
the Tehran Sanita jounci 
Consul to send the Con: 

“Onre must be tal 
the province of Seistan’ 











Majesty’s Consul in Seistan that a disease has broken 
iy resembles plague, ‘The Russian doctor has reported to 
that it actually is plague, I have instructed His Majesty 
late doctor to investigate. 

to provent the Russians from placing quarantine guards in 





















(1586) No. 39. 


Mr. B, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey—(Received January 12.) 





is Tehran, January 12, 1906. 
om QUMOWING iy telegram from Bushire, OF which you ask: repetition in your 
telegram No, 








© Your tolograms Nos, (6 and 7. 

“he Jask detachment at present consists of 1 nati 
and 2 followers, At Charbar tere 
followers, 

‘Phe contempl 
Shiraz disturbances 





flicer, 51 rank and file, 
rank and file, and 10 








1 dispatoh of troops is, T infer, entirely in: ion with the 
nil otlier riots, but L should be glad of your opinion as to whether 
nent Would concur or oppose the entry of our troops. If the 
auto wer infbrmed of our object Canticipate that there would 
Ty Title or ‘no hostility from them, but there would doubtless bo obstruction on 
the part of officials, 






















evolution in my Gulf jurisdiction, 
ors at thus ports, but the ports anight possibly be affected by any 
venient, and more men might he got from Karachi just as expeditiously 
could be transferred froin the Jask and Charbar detachments, but the Bushire 
ment might he indented upon, pending replacement, for any immediate 
y at Tspalan or Shiraz Tn an emergency interpreters could 
probably be provided for any small detachments that might be sent up-country under 
nS; but if would he proferable to secure the services of Persian-speaking 

British officers,” 





























(1734) No. 40. 
Mr. B. Gran 





Duf) to Sir iMdward Grey.—(Received January 13.) 
(No, 17.) 
(Pelegriphie,) P. 

FOLLOWING repeated to Tudia and Bushire — 

* Tndo-Persian Postal Agreement, 

“Tho original of Lord Lansdowne’ despatch No. 85 of the 17th June last was handed 
on tho Isth July to M, Nans, who, previous to his departure from Persia in October, 
informed me verbally: that he personally had no objection to the conclusion of an 
Agreewent on the linds whieh His Majesty's Government desire, 








Tehran, January 13, 1906. 








& 
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“Since then I have made several applications for a reply, but have received none 
and I suspect that M. Naus, who will attend the Postal Conference at Rome, has been 
instructed to raise the question of the Persian Gulf post-offices there.” 





[1739] No. 41. 
Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 18.) 


(No, 18.) 
(Teleeraphic.) P. Tehran, January 18, 1906, 
FOLLOWING telegram sent fo Seistan to-day and repeated to Indias— 
“ ‘The existence of plague in Seistan ig declared by the President of the Sanitary 


Council to have been established. If this proves to be the ease, the doctor of the 
Consulate should co-operate with the Customs officials and Russian doctor.” 











(1749) No, 42. 
Mr. E, Grant Duff lo Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 18.) 





(No. 19.) 
(Welezraphic.) R. 


Tehran, January 13, 1906, 
FOLLOWING repeated to Indi 






“Your telegram No, 9 and my telegram No, 12, ‘The people of Shiraa to-day 
addressed the following telegram to alll Heads of Missions here 

“<The cruelty of the present Government has now kept Shiraz, the towns, 
villages, and tribes, in a state of riot for seventy days, We have already sent you 
one {elegram on this subject, ‘The disturbance is so serious that the commercial 
houses and bazaars are closed and all trade and caravan traffic aba standstill, Tho 
lamentation of the oppressed wearies us, and we hope that you will be gracious 
enough to induee the Persian Goverament, by changing the Govorior, to give us 
pence and tranquillity.” 

“According to information which has reached me from a good source, the Fars 
tribesmen have telegraphed to the Shah that they will resist to their last cartiidge if 
the present Governor returns.” 






























(1750) No. 43. 
Mr. EB. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recewed January 14.) 
(No. 20,) 
(Telegraphie.) Tehran, January 13, 1906, 
THAVE d confirmation of the existence of plague of a virulent type 





in Seistan. His Majes 
for the supply of med 
as follows:— 





Cousul is in communication with the Government of India 
wes and {the sending of a European doctor, Ho: telegraphs 





“An attempt inay be made by the Russian Government to establish a military 
corion to the north of Seistan, In order to prevent this, it would seem advisable 
that we should at once dispatch troops to Robat, on the plea that we wish to protect 
‘our own frontier, so that we may be in a position to insist that the Belgians should 
have exclusive contro} of the quarantine arrangements, oF, failing, that, should oursely 
provide the cordon.’ 


Porkinps the small body of troops which, according to the Vicoroy’s tlegram 
of the 12th January, to the Secretary of State for India, is being sent to Robi in 
connection with the Consulate arms question might Ue utilized for the purpose 
suggested by Captain Macpherson, 








t 





















— 
















Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Janwary 14.) 


Tehran, January 14, 1908, 








My tologram No, 12 
“The discontented Mullahs have be ack to Tehran in the Shal’s State 


veossions made 19 them by the Government are, as far as T 





ve Couuicil, composition of whic 
ces in the Administration of the Customns, also to be di 





wrved for later discussion. 





Rostitution to the Mullahs of the endowment of @ « 


college which was 





ni of the reduction of 
val for the presont 


how made on all 





auiust the Government have been 
curried! om hy siasious high of 








Menurondum communicited (0 Persion Minister, Janunry 16, 1906, 


iivie, His Majesty's Consul at Sh 
ad siddressed «tot 
property of some Brit 
loonei-Nbdiri on. 
enients of the muleteces 
viding this robbery, wud had sent these ty 

with a roquest that ¢ 


raz, reported to His 
to. the Karguzar 





otilying a helt 
ass Dixon, whieh Nad ovcurrd near 
Ninel inclosoad tle 











Rhoda Rahim and: 








Wty the Kirgt 
Aakon inh thu matter: 
tw call for the 


ary steps might bo 
to he the usual practice for the local anthorities 
v into road robberies, 


vluction of the my 
i came to Hix Majesty's 












Psy (ot osamnination, the 


questioning hin, | 
thrown down and beaten, 


Crevent sears on both logs in support of this 











iHifwk proper to 
Mi, Giant Dali, rightly considering that the conduct of the ¥ 
jot wats tot only Mnark of seraye disrespect to Hi 
0 have a Heplorable atte 


bases nf pol, cobb 





vat once wildre 
th should he inst 












wparition propose Me. 
wiionents aind Was ditectal th, aildross a stron: 








ion to them on the 


Mir. Git Dutt now reports that the Persivn Government have maint 
ize to Mr. Grahatne. 

learnt vith surprise: of this 
igtestation of ai witiess sont to a Persian official by: 1 





wofasal to petit the Sind 
Yovuynnietit hay 








esty's Consitlar 
‘wption, both. as 
il in view OF thi Uoplorable consequences which 





ijesty’'s Consulate 
slic action must ontail. 
Ml that the MaesSultanel: will he so good as to tel 












Persian Government informing them of the yiew held by His Majesty's Government in 
the matter, and strongly urging that instructions should at once be sent to the 
Sirdar-i-Akram to make an official call upon Mr. Grahame and olfer a suitable apology. 


Foreign Office, January U6, 1906. 











11587) No. 46. 
Memorandum communicated to Persian Minister, January 16, 1906, 


HIS MAJESTY’S Government haye been in communication with lis Majesty’s 
Chargé d’Affaires at Tehran on the subject of the complaints made against him in 
the telegrams from His Royal Highnoss the Atabog-i-Azam and his Fxcelleney the 
Mushired-Dowleh which were left at the Foreign Oilice by the Persian Minister on the 
4th instant. 

As the Persian Minister has already been verbally informed, the. expressions with 
regard to His Royal Highness the Shualices-Siltanch and his’ Vigier, of which the 
Mushir-ed-Dowleh’ complains, were used in a private letter addressed by Mx, Grant 
Duff to his Pxcellency of the 17th November last and not inany official communication. 

It is contrary to diplomatic usage that ph 1 sue personal and intimate 
communications should be made the subject mplaint. 

afl entirely disclaims having made, any demand in, conversation with 

Avam, as stated in His Royal Highness's telegram, for the dismissal of the 
-Sultaneh ‘within our hours, threatening, i case of non-complisnee, 
that lie would execute the instructions from His Majesty's Government, Such a demand 
inconsistent with the tonour of Mr. Grant Dufl’s correspondence 

e. His Majesty's Governinent are convinced that Ii Royal 
ss must have misunderstood the observations made to him by Mr Grant Dull 
ou the occasion referred to. 

It appears to them that the charge of having used language of this nature ought 
not to have boen made without the greatest’ care being taken to be sure tliat 
Mr, Grant Duff had advisedly used the language attributed to him. 

According to the accounts which His Majesty's Government have received, the 
condition of Fars, and especially: of Shiraz, moro serious than the Persian 
Government appear to realize, 

Not only was an appeal made to His Majesty"s Consul at Shiraz in November last 
for his assi itdbtainig redeeea for ts yrovanege Of Win falbitinuy; ML 08 
lately as the 13th instant a telegram has been addressed by the people of that town 
to all the foreign Representatives at ‘Tehran, urging them to request the Persian 
Government to restore peace and tranquillity hy changing the Governor, 

In these circums lis Majesty's Goverument consider iat the earnest 
representations which Mr. ( Poth to the Mabegeie\zan and the 
Mushir-ed-Dowlch wore of the British interests, which aro 

d by the general inseourity-in the district. ‘This is shown by thu fnets that 
thirty eases of robbery of Brit lone have recently taken place on the Bushire 
road, and that the messengers of His Majesty's Consul-Ceneral have been robbed and 
aaten by road guards while carrying despatelies 
jesty’s Government have observed witlh regret tat representations wh 
nff has been instructed to make to the Persian Goverment 




















































































































ponding questions have riot r 
iis Majesty’s Government 
that the attitude of the Persian Government in this respect wi 


Foreign Office, January 16, 1900. 








(2229) 
India Office to Woreign Office — (Received January 18.) 


Sir, India Office, January V7, 1906, 
WITH reference to the letter from this Office of the 24th May last, relative to the 
claim of the British India Steam Navigation Company against the Persian Government 
for nie ay on of the steamship “Kassara” at Bushire in Decomber 1904, I am 
618) 







































directod by Mr. Secretary Morley to forward, for the information of the Sec: 
State for Foreign Afiairs, tho copy of a letter from the Government. of oA 
he subject. 

Siice the exchange of notes reported in Sir A. Hlardinge’s d N 
Sih March, 1005 su neuiH as) soar ae Me: Motley aoa teen ees ce 
matter by His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, and, having regard to the opinion now 
expressed by the Government of India, and to’all the circumstances of the case, 
Mr, Morley, subject to auy observations which Sir E, Grey may have to offer, is not 
disposed to recommend that the should be pressed upon the Persian Government, 

Siigliou tons 
(Signed) "A. GODLEY. 





of the 

















(1587) No. 48. 


Sir Eiward Grey to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 


(ay 14) 
Welegraphio.)  Y Foreign Office, January 18,1906, 
WI roferouco to your telegram No. 16 of the 12th instant, the following & 
ummnary of a contmuiicaion Lliqee made to ke-Pemian Minister ee 









(Substance of Memorandum (6 Persian Minister, January 16, 1906) 





(2324) No, 49. 


India Office to Koreign Ofice—(Received January 19.) 





MILT, Under-Soerotary of for Tudia presents his compl 

Seorutary of Slate for Koreign Affairs, ad, by : 
ands herewith, Por the fuforimation of th 

wy, dated the 16th 


Indiv Office, January 18, 1906, 





nts hi wents to the Undere 
direction of Mr, Seorctary. Morley, 
retary of State, copy of « paraphrase 
tint, relative to the plague in Seistan, 







Tnelosure in No. 49, 
Mr. Morley to Government of India, 
(Velocraphie.) P, 
PLAGUE in So 


{f plague has 
vould not be sulicient 


Inia Office, January 16, 1908. 





nieeil From India, cordon between India and Seistan 
it would become necessary to form a quarantine eorton on 
stenee of plague is established, it must bo 
1 Europe, will have cause for alarm and for 
re, as is almost. conta 0, We are 
to take steps 
rsitn Government, in any sanitary 
nas i oat with ourselves and the 
i being to prevent complications ari est 
Uasty ir independent action taken locally vither by Betish oF Eiseaendioee Tt al 
Ye glad to he furnistiod with your views on the questions raised, together with 
information you muy: possoss as to the reality of these eases of plague in Seistan 
This telezram, should be repeated to Mr. Giant Dull. r : 


the north and west of Seistan, and, tf axisten 
‘ith tudeed, 





tvenignized that Tus 
husastures of prvedution, 
Hiable to obtain contre 
at the outset with a vie 

sures they. may shall aet jointly 
Jiussiins, owe immediate abi i 

























* Not printed. 
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(2383) No. 50. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received January 19.) 


Sir, India Office, January 18, 1906. 
TN continuation of Sir H. Walpole’s letter of the 30th ultimo on the subject of the 





precantionary measures to be taken in view of the existing state of affairs in Persia, T 
am directed by Mr. Secretary Morley to inclose, for the information of Secretary 
Sir E. Grey, a copy of a telegram from the Government of India, dated the 11th 
instant,® reporting the steps which they have taken to meet the wishes of His 





With reference to Mr. Villiers’ letter of the Sth justant on the subject of the 
proposed establishinent of  depdt for arms at Robat, Tam also to inclose a copy of a 
further telegram from the Government of India, dated the 12th instant,” in which they 
point out that it will be impossible to take the necessary steps without the knowledge 
of the Persian Goverminy 
these circumstances, Mr. Morley woul suggest, for Sir E, Grey's consideration, 
that it might be well to instruct His Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires to intimate, to. the 
Persian Government that His Majesty's Gioverament have considered it necessary: to 
take precautionary measures within their own border to prevent disturbances and to 
protect British interests, 

He would also recommend that His Majesty's Legation at ‘Vehran should bo 
instructed to keep the Government of India fully and promptly informed of all changes 
in the political situation in Persia, with a view to all due precautions being. taken, in 
the event of its being found necessary to sirengtlien the guards at Tehran’ or 
slgewhiere, for the safety of the detachments dispatched for the purpose, 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) A. GODLBY, 
































(2395) No. 51. 
India Office to Foreign Office—(Received January 10,) 


ents to the Under 












telegram from the V 
Scistan, 


India Office, January 19, 1906. 










Inclosure in No. 51. 


Government of India to Mr. Morley. 





Mg January 19, 1906, 

i instant. Consul in Seistan_ reports thit the disease 
an is trie bubonic plague of virnlont type; that many 
ann andl to the south of Nasratabud are infected, 
OM), fatal cases: havi i 

Hjection to establishuent hy Russians, whether jointly’ or 
conlon in Seistan in aldition to the one which they alrvady ha 
Tesecins desirable, therefore, that a strong effort should be inaile to keap control fn our 
own hands, or in the hands of the Persians. We should in a ease insist that in 
southern and western Seistan there must be no inter 


(Telegraph 

YOUR (clegram of th 
which lins brokeu ont in 
villages round the east 
id that over 100, 




































# No, 86, 
































Dr. Abbas Ali, who is at Birjand, is starting for Bandan without 
ing sent to Koh-i-Malik Siah from Saindak, on the 
We propose in addition to send up a British doctor and another 
hospital assistant, and these, with the doctor of the Indo ‘Telegraph Company at 
Nasratabad-ispo, whose services Macpherson hasasked Grant Duff to endeavour to secure 
for purposes of quarantine at that place, will complete the medical aill requiréd. In 
order to be prepared for any eventnalities, since we must seud at least as many men 
as the Russians if the latter insist on establishing an additional military cordon, we 
Propose to dis nediately to KolvieMalike Siah the double company of native 
ein my telegram of the 12th instant. They would 
nmand of British officers, and would take with them the rifles for our 
' istan and Meshied. 
‘There has been regrettable delay 
boing connected by tolexraph i 
As regard Afghani 
(Roy 




















reporting this matter, owing to Robat not 











ud inviting him to co-operate, 
iran and Consul in Seistian,) 











(2482! No. 
Mr, Hy Grant Duff to Sir Edivard Grey.—(Received January 20, 1906.) 


(No. 271.) 
Sin, Tehran, December 21, 1905 

IN obedience with the instrnetions contained in the Marquess of Lansdowne’s 
twlogram No, 87 of the 28th ultimo, F addressed to the Mushired-Dowleh the note, 
Copy of which Thave the honour to inclosé, regarding the agreement come to. between 
Mr. Preece, is Majosty's ConsulGeneral at Ispalian, and the Bakhtiari Chiefs, 

0 the exploitation of naphtha in their territory, 
Thave, &. 
(Signed) "EVELYN GRANT DUEF, 

























Inclosure in No, 59. 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sushir-eil-Dowleh, 


Your Bxcolleney, 
TD will he 





December 11, 190 
1901 the Government of His 
gtanted to Mr, W. Ke D'Arey: the. spe 1 exclusive 
to oxploit petroleum throughout the whole extent of the Persian. Empire, 






petion that in the ye 














scopt it certain provinces of the north, for a term of sixty years 
Your: Excolloney will also remember that the terms of Art of Mr. D'Arey's 
Convession. give hii the right of ae any. ds and’ buildin, 








thevessity for his operations, with tho eonsent of the 
as thay be a 
onands of hate 
Ui respective toes 
As the Persian jarge deposits of potrolenn 
vist on the lands bilonsiiys to the Buklitari, and Mr. D’Arey and 
lormedt have entered into the at with: the Rakltiari Chiefs, who 
Glhiined that, their consent botore the Company could in 
pirat the proporiy: hil by t The Company, desirous to ay 
‘ud complications, did not dispnte this claim, hint settled. the 
‘un the Tinos described inthe inelosed docu 
Moir duty to binge the s 
aud grantor of the Cones 
Stato'to inform your k 
take note of it 


proprietors, on such conditions as 
1 between hin and them without their being allowed to make 


to surchirgo’ tho prices ordinarily current for lands situate in 
tic 















re believed to 
‘ompany: hie has 


















id delays 
atter with the Khans 
. As the Company deemed it to be 
Knowl:dge of the Shali as Sovereign 
is by His Majesty's Principal Secrotary of 
'y of its purport, and to request vou to be so good as to 











Tavail, & 
(Signed) 





DUFF. 

















[2420] No. 53. 


Sir C. Hardinge to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 20.) 
(Wo. 32.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, January 6, 1906, 

I HAVE the honour to report that T arrived in St. Petersburgh yesterday, ‘The 
town presented its usual peaceful aspect, with indications of festive ‘preparations for 
the celebration of Christmas Day to-morrow, largo numbers of Cliristinns trees being 
in the strects for sale. 

Tat once called upon Count Lamsdorff, and handed to his Excellency an official 
Fequest to be received in audience by the Emperor so as to present to Tis Majeaty the 
letter from the King announcing my recall, 

It was tacitly agreed that any discussion of political questions should be postponed 
until another oceasion, and I therefore called again on Count Lansdorfl to-day antl liad 
an hour's friendly conversation with his Excellency. 

Ttold Count Lamsdorif that the day before T left London I had the pleasure of 
Count Benckendorff, and that his Excelleney had given mo some hotes in his 
own handwri it appeared that the Russian Government, had received 

ter in China to the effect that His Majesty's Government 
were negotiating a Treaty with the Chinese Government relating to 'Chibet, which 
Would be in contravention with the repeated assurances of Lord Lansdowne ne to the 
intentions of His Majesty's Government. ‘The substance of the infgrmation given. by 
M, Pokhotiloff proved, however, to be purely imaginary and to have no foundation 
Whatever, and it was evident that he had’ been mae the victim of a deception, 
T gave Count Lamsdorif a short account of what iad taken place and of how. tho 
negotiations for the conclusion of a Trexty of Adhesion lind failed, and Lassurod him 
that our situat hhibet remained the same as at the conclusion of the Convention 
whick lind beon ratified on the 11th November, 1904, and subsequently published, 
Heney: thanked me for the information, and stated that tiv reporis sent 
by M. Pokhotiloff lind appeared to him somewhat vague and improbable, but that he 
had thought it best to court a contradiction from ilis Majesty's Government, sinco 
there was a certain party in Russia who rogarded with jealous suspicion any modifiens 
tion of the status quo in Thibet, where: Russian interests were, howevor, of purely 
religious nature. “He expressed his satisfaction that this report lias been thus 
disposed of. 
I remarked to Count Lamsdorif that: there appeared to me to. be some 
agency at work endeavou 
monts, for, while thes 





































strange 
1g to create a senso of distrust between the txo Governs 
baseless reports wero heing transmitted from China, still moro 
absurd stories liad been recently repeated from Constantinople of an extension of the 
Anglo-Japaneso Alliance to the Near East with a view to modifying the international 
situation in the Straits of the Dardanelles and Bosphorus. Such stories svore really 
too grotesque to) require serious contradiction, and it was only from the [Russian 
Government that such an incredible. suggestion lind beon heard, "It was, howoven, far 
better in these cases to frankly ask for information from Ilis Majesty's Government 
and so to prevent the possibility of distrust. bei drigines of a third 
party, and T expressed the lope that Count Bouckendorft would invariably’ in. such 
ares address himself to you or to me when I hiayo taken up my duties at the Foreign 
Office, and thus provent the possibility of any misunderstandings 

Count Lamsdorff replied that lie had been completely mystified by this informa 
tion, which he had received in circumstantial detail from’ amore than one source, and 
that he had warned the Russian Ambussador at Constantinople to unravel the 
mystery and to endeavour to ascertain the object and the origin of this palpable 
intrigue, He entirely agreed.as to the expedioney of a frank interchiange of infermation 
between the two Governments as the best means of frustrating the mancuvres of 
those who wished to create mischief, and he expressed his confidence that in such a 
manner. the unity of aim of the two countries would gradually become. 


; parent. to 
all parties, and that those differences which had existed in the past woul likewise 









































Temark { replied that I had been very much struck during my recent 
absence in England by the change in public opinion towards Russia and by the warm 
sympathy generally falt towards hier during the serious eceie through which she had 

ui bassing. I had been particularly impressed at hearing prayers offered up in a 
Haul country chureh a few weeks ago for the restoration of peace and tranquillity in 


Tae ae ; regarded such an incident asan indication of the feeling of all classes, 
18 0 
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T felt that after your conversation with Count Benckendorff on the 13th ultimo it 
hardly necessary for me to repent tliat His Majesty’s Government woulll resume 
with pleasure at a suitable moment the negotiations for » general understanding on 
qui ms which had unfortunately been interrupted by the outbreak of the war, 
and, 1s a proof of the bona fides of the intentions of His Maj 
reminded his Excelleney of your sta of your desire to av wy act 
might be interpreted as taking advantage of the cmbarrassments of the Ru 
Government or which might prejudice the success of the negotiations later. I 
remarked, however, that when you had talked to me on this subject before [ left 
London you had distinctly stated that you expected an attitude of reciprocity on the 
part of the Russian Government, and that no attempt would in the meantime be made 
by them to modify the status quo in Persin or elsewhere, Laid that Persin lind been 
particularly mentioned since it was known to His Majesty’s Government that the 
Persian Government had made an application some time ago to the Russian Govern 
ment fora loan of money, and that the loan hiad not been accepted owing to the 
onerous nature of the conditions imposed. ‘The Persian Government had thereupon 
Applied to [lis Majesty's Government, and T knew that you were strongly opposed to 
ranting the Persian Government any money at all, and’ that you had written to the 
Prime Minister in that sense, 
Count La plied that it was quite trac that an application for a loan had 
n made some tite azo by the Persian Government, but that he was very averse to 
giving tliem any more monty, as it was simply throwing money away.” He fully 
‘Appreciated the value of your mint Henekendorff, and assured me that he 
gludly wndertook to assume an attitude of re stated that there was no 
adventure Persin or elsowh 

ction of officials or the Ministry 

as that of persons such as M. Grube, who, 
‘nance, acted in Persia quite independently of 









































































Porviin Afairs which was tobe fear 
though beloiging to the Ministry of B 
the Russian Legation, 

Count Lamsdorif assured me that with the present Minister of Finance I need 
feel no alarm on that score, and that it wa ikely that anything would now be 
done in Persia without his being previously 

T further mentioned that the only possible ‘hich Ilis Majesty's 

{might unwillingly he foreed to deviate from their present policy of 
inaction would be in the ease of a fanatical outbreak in the South of Persia against: 
tho Christians, when it might become necessary to protect British subjects in the 
South, and more particularly in the ports of the Persian Gulf. Proofs of the 
imminence of such an outbreak were not, however, conclusive. 

He said that such an outbreak would constitute a common danger, and no 
objection could ho raised to the adoption of requisite precautions to crush it 
ato 































iy 





Count, Lamsdorit finally expressed to me his great satisfaction at hearing what L 
had told him of the friendly sympathy manifested England towards Russia, which: 
he intoxpreted as the result of higher culture than that which prevails in this 
country, aan as a recognition of the necessity of a strong Russia as a counterpoise in 
the Kivopean system, [He regarded the improvement inthe relations of the two 
Coluntries nis most lappy and \weleome omen for the future. 

Thavo, &o, 
(Signed) CHARLES HARDINGE 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 54, 


Consul-General Preece (o Mr. E, Grant Du 





Sir, Isfahan, November 27, 1905, 
T HAVE the honour to forward to you herewith the following reports on my late 
‘visit to the Bakhtiari country, viz. 








1. Report on state of the Bakhtiaris. 
2 Report on the Ahwaz-TIsfalian Road, we 
3. Report on the negotiations with the Chiefs of the’ Bakhtiari tribes for the 
exploitation of naphtha in their country. 
T have, &o. 
Gigned) J. R, PREECE, 





Tnelosure 2 in No, 54, 
Report on the state of the Bakhtiaris, 


DURING the course of the last threo years the Bakhtiaris have suffered the loss 
by death of two of their chief men. Isfendiar Khan Sirdar Assad, Tkhani of the 
tribes, the eldest son of the late Haji Houssein Kuli Khan, who for a space of some. 
twelve years as Kel Beggi, and then, on the death of Haji Imam Kuli Khan, as Bel 
Khanee, had by his great tact and judgment kept not only the tribes in onder, but 
also. kept the peace between his own numerous brothers and cousins s0 that, at his 
death in 1902, he loft the tribes in such « prosperous and peaceful condition as they 
had never previously known, He was succeeded by his cousin, the Sipahdar 
(afterwards Sirdar Mufakam), eldest son of Haji Imam Kuli Khan, also a strong man, 
The Samsam-cs-Sultaneh, Isfandiar Khan's brother, becoming Bel Beggi in place of 
the Sipahdar. Inthe meantime, it would appear tat. since the death of Isfandiar 
Khan, Haji Ali Kuli Khan had been some hie internal peace of the 
tribes by his intrigues, causing the Eel Khane and Kel Begai to write to the suprome 
Government asking for an order exiling. ari country. This request 
only got to Tehran after the death of the Sirdar Mufakam in the spring of this year, 
when Haji Ali Kuli Khan was on his way to "ehran, 

The Government nominated Samsani-es-Sultaneh as Kel Khane and Shahab-os- 
Sultanch, the late Kel Khano’s brother, as Eel Boggi, continuing the procedure of the 
last few years. i rane ceri 

‘hese appointments occasioned an access of jealously in Haji Alt Kuli Khan, 
mainly against his brother, the Samsam-es-Sultanch, is was much aecontuated by 
the Prime Minister showing him the letter above referred to, He got himself mado 
Sardar Assad, the title of his late brother, and utilized his stay fn Mehran to. 
get the Government to address themselves to him with regard to varions affairs of 
the tribes, and so wor mine the power and authority of the two Chiefs, 

‘The supreme G not slow, to note their chance of breaking the 
power of the Baklitiari Khans, and are continually addressing messages anil lottors 
to him with regard to tribal ailairs, and so widening the breach between the two 

marties, 
Ti ‘Thea pneties are ‘now tna vp tn the following way <= 
































































2478) 4. 





Mr. li Grant Duff lo Sir Edward Grey.—(Keceived January 20, 1906.) 
(No, 267. Confidential.) 
i ‘Tehran, December 20, 1905, 
I HAVE tho honour to transmit herewith copy of a despatch from His Majesty 
Consul-General at Isfahan, inelosing roports regarding — 
1. ‘The present state of the Bakhtiari tribe, 
2, The Ahwnz-Isfaban Road. 





3, The negotiations with the Bakhtiari Khans for the exploitation of naphtha in 
their forritory. 


Thaye, &e. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 

















Semem-cs-Sultanch, Eel Khano «5 
Shahab-es-Saltanch, Bel Boggi. 
SaronmenleMulk 


+.) Brother of Haji Ali Kuti Khan, 
++) Brother of Shabab.ee-Saltaneh 





MeimiHumayum 4.1] Dit 

AU Adbar Khan 7! 22] bite 

Mortera Kuli Khan, 1, | Son of Samsam-es-Saltaneh, 
Munazencul-Mulke 1! 


‘Scoonil aon of Tate Sirdar Asead, 











Sirdar Assad, 
His brother, 
Ditto, 


Muntaram of Dowleh | Hldet aon of Ite Sirdar Asad, 



































___, Haji Ali Kuli Khan is a man who is absolutely eaten up with conceit, his belief 
in himself and in his capacity to govern the tribes as always been very great. His 
Jong sojourn in Tehran and his friendship with the Amin-es-Sultan, the late Prime 
Minister, together with a short visit to Europe in 1901, gives him advantages not 
possessed by the other Khans according to his own ideas, and thus generally the 
private “1” is pushed very much too prominently before the public eye, To hear 
him (alk, one would think that he alone is capable of governing the tribes. It is true 
that he is to a certain exterit; more clever than the two Chiels, but he diseounts all 
by smoking opium and drinking araeck, &¢., very heavily, and goes to bed drunk 
almost every night of his life, so that it is often very late in the day before he is equal 
to work, and even then he is not over keen about it! It struck me that his sentiments 
towards us had become considerably modified, and were not nearly as pronounced as 
they were. I would point out here that he was the deus ex machina as regards 
the Ahwaz-Isfahan Roal. Yo account for this cooling off, I learn that, when in 
eran, he became very great friends with the Russian Colonel of Cossacks. “Any way, 
1 found him not. only obstructive as regards the Naphtha Agreement, but also in 
various other ways, and had not the Bol Khane and Eel Beggi insisted upon his 
coming to an arrangement with mo on the subject, the matter would have fallon 
through altogeth ter having come to a definite arrangement with me, 
hie at the last tried to frighten the above Chiefs into dec sign the Agreement. 
Haji Ali Kuli Khan had re ssion to v u but he now 
declines to avail himself of it, ing to remain in Ohahar Mehal during the 
winter, and generally inconveniencing the Chiefs and probably setting the whole 
of the tribes by the ears. T pointed out to him and to his brother, the Salar Arf, 
what a disastrous course ho was following, and that he was surely going the way 
to completely wreck the prosperity of themselves and the tribes; he all that 
quito clearly, but his brother and his cousin were ineapable, and they must he upset. 
hese two Chiets, tho Kel Khane and Bel Beggi see quite clearly the rocks ahead 
on which Haji Ali Kuli Khan is try: ing to drive them, ‘They want to ayoid them if 
they can, and with this idea they are both about to pay ‘Tehran a visit so as to show 
themsolyes to the Shah and the Prime Minister and also to try and undo some of the 
harm done them by Haji Ali Kuli Khan, ‘his proceeding to ‘Tehran is a matter of 
Ali Kuli Khan and his brottiers. 























































































t closer, secure thei 
on the policy which 
“devel ast fow years. Altogether, a more far- 
scoinig and truct line of policy for themselves and tha benefit of thie tribes than that of 
Haji Ali Kult Ka, whieh will throw the tribes buck into a stato of anarchy: and 
lawlessness smile to|what they wero in after his father’s musdor 

_ Under these cireumstances I would venture to respectfully suggest that Hi 
Majesty's Legation should give these Chiefs, when in Rehiaucall the mont aed 
uteri support thes ean should they require i, with a view of Keeping the tribes 
thelr presont state of contentment and prosperity, even if it is necessary to the exiling 
Of Haji Ali Kuli Khan, ‘his line ill materially help the well-being of the Ahwaz 
Asfahon Rout aul the operations of the Concessions Syndicate forthe exploitation of 
uplitha, 










has beon quiet i 


















(Signed) . R. i 
November 24, 1905, (Siena) Aye BERHOE, 


Report on the Ahwaz-Isfahan Road. 


ey During the last two years robberieson the Ahwaz-Isfahan Road by men from th 
Kuhgelu tribe have been somewhat frequent, and although the Bakhtiari Khans 


have complained of these robberies, the v ing. 
Haye complained of these robberies, the Central Government have dane nothing, All 


‘n order from the Central Government allowing them, in 
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aceordance with their original concession, to follow up and capture the robbers 
where ever they were found. Without such an order they seem afraid to act, a8 
#he Kuhgelus are a tribe of Fars, and this would have brought them into conflict with 
the Governor-General of Fars, the Shon-es-Saltaneh, the second son of the Shah. As 
these robberies were allowed to go unpunished last year and the previous year, the 
Kuhgelus have become more daring and several robberies of considerable magnitude 
have occurred during this summer, so that the Bakhtiari Ohiefs are beyond measure 
incensed at the state of affairs; to add to their discontent, the Government: ignores 
their complaints, put forward through His Majesty’s Legation, but wires to them 
that the Legation are complaining of them and the robberies of Messrs. Lynch’s goods 
snd why do they not pay up, that they must do so at once, and that a Commissioner 
is on his way to investigate the cases, thus completely reversing the situation. 

[As I told you in my telegram No. 40 of the 22nd October, the Khans unless they 
obtain redress, and are allowed to pursue the robbers, propose to declare. the rond 
‘unsafe and shut it up for caravan traffic. Such was what Haji Ali Kuli Khan told 
me more than once was their intention, but just before leaving Chahar Mehal, 
Samsam-es-Saltanch, the Bel Khane, said he did not approve of such a drastic measure 
and that he would try to stop the robberies by increasing the ‘tufangchis” on the 
road, I may point out here that the question of the Kuhgelus now assumes an 
additional importance as the Concessions Syndicate will commence work near Ram 
Horinuz, only some 8 miles from their country. 

‘hese robberies rendered the Khans most sensitive on the road question in every 

It isa matter of much regret to me that, with reference to the 9,000 tomans, 
which they had agreed to give Messrs. Lynch Brothers to repair the road, there seen 
to have been a double mistake, In tho first place, Messrs. Lynch's letter, inclosed in 
Legation despatch No. 12 of the 3rd May, 1906, owing to my going on leave, appoars 
not to liave Deen communicated to the Khans. ‘hen, when the Khans offered to 
Messrs, Lynch’s agent this amount, hie declined to receive it, I have tried to persuade 
the Khang to pay the 8,000 tomans in the coming year, plus the 1,000 tomans for 
1906, but they decline to entertain the idea, nor will they now pay in even the 
1,000 tomans, as they say they can repair the road themselves at-a much less cost than 
would be incurred by Messrs. Lynch. 

I informed them that the road was now managed by the Porsian ‘Transport 
Company and had three Directors to look after it, Mr. ‘Lynch being one of the 
Directors. I had been asked at home by Mr. Lynch and Colonel Picot to see if it 
were not possible to get the Chiefs to hand over the working of the road to the Persian 
‘Transport Company, that they should take the tolls, and, aftr sotting apart a sum 
for repairs of the road, bridges, &e., and cost of men, &e,, and hand over the balance 
to the Khans, or else to buy the road right out from the Bakhtiaris, ‘he Chiefs 
explained that, owing to the way they utilized the road to tako their taxes out of the 
tribes, and the inextricable way this and the lovying of the road tax was mixed up, it 
was quite impossible to entertain the iden that to sell the road was to sell themselves, 
and was not to be thought of. 

At the present moment the genoral outlook for this road is not too bright, but 
things will go on in the same old way if the robberies by the Kuhgelus aro 
stopped. 

MHshonld it happen thabin the futaxe Hoji Ali Kuli Khan comes out a Bel Ghana, 
Tan only suggest that Colonel Picot, who is a very great friend of his, and stands 
yery well with him, should go ont to the Bakhtiari country and see him. It is more 
than probable that he may suecoed in making a entstatory arrangement with him for 


the well-being of the 
(Signed) ‘J, R, PREEOR, 







































November 24, 1905, 


Telegram from the Atabeg to Sirdar Assad. 


-onling to what the British Legation stato, besides the robbery which took 
place some time ago on the Bakhtiari Road, and of which a copy of the things robbed 
teas sent fo you by the Foreign Office, and which you have not roooverad yet, again, 
Intely, a few loads of cloth and loaf sugar, and a sum of money in cash, &o., have been 
robbed by the Kuligelu tribes on the Bakhtiari Road, and you have not taken any 

ope at all to reoover tom. ‘This matter has Deen’ brought. fo tho sotiee of Hie 
aot ana has mitde iis Majesty very angry, and ho bas ordered tha¥T shoul tll 
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you tliat, notwithstanding the strict orders which have always been given about the 
Security of the road, and especially when you were taking leave, why should the road 
he so insecure Then what is the use of you, who are the Eel Khane of the 
bes, and very powerful, and who ate responsible to the Government? Tt 
vhen the security of the road is in your charge, if they come from any 
‘anil district and commit robberies, you have to. be called to account ; and 
how is it possible that you should not know who the thieves and robbers are, and 

























from whicll tribe th he Tn any case, your duty is to follow and capture 
them and take back the things stolen, and not co fold your hands and bring forwand 
tho excuse thats the robbers have come from other distri 
noction with your administration, and so to neglect your 


complaints. 
eon sent f 
the copy which th 
full; and afterwards also, if am 


according to His Majesty’s orders, a special Commissioner has 
val of the Commission cording to 

will send. you, give him the value of the things in 
robbery is to occur, whether the robbers be from 
iio Kuligelu tribes or otlicr places, you haye to follow them up, and when you follow 
tlicir track to tlie end of your district, you have to stop your horsemen there and 
inumediately inform us who the robbers sre, and to which tribe they belong, and wher 
they have gone, After you inform. us, instructions will be given without delay for 
following ani eapturing’them, And, according to this arrangement, if another tin 
1) ling about the disorder of that place, or if any complaint be made by the 
tion on this subject, you will be severely called to account and be 

ponsible, Aceording to His Majesty’s orders, the value of the things 
is fo be paid without excuses, he Special Commissioner has 
and sent to take tho compensation as soon as possible and to 



































seriously 10 
robbed ‘up 
een appoini 
inform us, 

















‘Telegram from the Atabeg to Sirdar Assad: 


information received, two 


Aveowling to what the British Legation 
i and Co., and some other 


Loads of cloth aud two loads of loaf sugar holonging to Ly 
things belonging to muleteers, their yalue being 2,865 tomans, have been robbed 
Detwoon Savklian and Dupulans also sixteen mutes and four donkeys, and a quantity 

have been robbed at Pul Amarat. According to His Majesty's 
decided that the local authorities are responsible for robberies, 
the robber belong to the district or come from other places aud commit a 
Whe duty of the lor apture them and to take back the 
itliont fail, recover cither what has been taken or else 
ivo them to their owners, and inform me of the result as 





yy and fro 

















robber 
robbed things. Mherefore, 
their vali, and spocdily 
‘s00n us possible. 

















Report on the Negotiations with the Chiefs of the Bakhtiari Tribes for the Exploitation 
of Naphtha in their Country. 





When 1 niturned to Isfahan from leave, on the 28th September, I already learnt: 
that tho state of affairs prevailing among the Bakhtiari Chiefs was very diferent to 
What hai left it in the spring of the year, and it hecame evident to mo that it would 
Trove no easy job to induce them to accept terms to open up their country to the 
éxploring parties of the Syndicate for the exploitation of naphtha which would be at 
all aceeptable to the Company. When I got to, Shalamair, the village of the 
Kel Khnne, Samsam-es-Salianeh, T found all the Khans assembled there, with the 
oxcoption of the Haji Ali Kuli Khan, Unfortunately, owing to the illness of the 
Moit-i-lumayum aud his wife, the Shatiab-es-Saltonsh had to leave next day for 
Ardil. ‘The lady died before ho got there, 

‘Whe Shaha faltanch’s absence from the conferences was a great loss to me, as. 
he is my great friend and the one on whom I mainly relied for support. However, 
T hiad two long talks with the Samsam-es-Saltaneh aud the Shahab-es-Saltanch, and 
Juad the question of boring for uaphitha well in train with them before the latter had 
toleave.. Hrd I only had to deal with these two Chiefs I should have arranged the 
whole thing in two or three days, very much on the lines sinctioned by the Company ; 
Dut in the evening Haji Ali Kuli Khan appeared on the scene like 8 whirlwind, and 
swept all the previous arrangements away. He was elected their spokesman, and all 
























































the arrangements afterwards made were done with him, He commenced by agreeing 
to the money terms, but only for guards, &e., statins that the Chiefs would not Tease ar 
yard of their conniry for money, but that they must be partners inthe concern. He 
on began talking of 20 per cent. of the profits and suchlike nonsense. Tt was a vory, 

cult matter Keeping one’s temper with him—especially for me, as I was extremely 
as his manner was extremely offensive. He particularly was objectionable over 
theswatch arid gun which, owing to the kindness of Lond Lansdowne, I had prosonted 
to the Eel Khane and Eel Beggi on tho part of His Majesty’s Government, and which 
had been accepted with much effusion by those persons; but the Haji dilated on the 
point that the Chiefs of the Bakhtiari wero able to Iny such. things for themselves, 
and that he had arranged with Sir Arthur Hardinge that for the fature sucht presents 
slonld not be given; that if His Majesty's Government wished to do the Khang 
Lonour they might send them decorations, ‘They, would be appreciated and would 
liave some use—not like those which had been distributed wholesale in Tehran among 
a worthless lot of people, who could never be of any use tb His Majesty’s Govornment, 
like the Bakhtiari might be, This subject was referred to again and again in the 
various talks T had with the Haji, 

However, to return to the question of agreement. I pointed out to him that 
his proposal was absurd, and that Jast year only 10 per cont, had eon asked for. 

‘After a discussion lasting over four days and a removal from Shalamaar to 
Tanagun, their proposals were at last reduced ‘to the limited money terms and 6 por 
ent, of fully paid up ondinary shares of all shares issued in any Companies ereated 
fowork naphtha in the Bakhtiari country. ‘They have great faith in, the capnetty of 
their oil-bearing country; they think that Baka will be nothing to it in. comparison. 
‘They continually dwelt’ on tlis point. ‘They describe the oil-belt as being about 

iles long by about from 8 miles to 12 miles broad, running in a north-westerly 
of Ram Hormuz to north-east of Shuster. ‘There is one place 
fan Naftan (the plain of much naphitha) to the east of Shuster, 
full of napbitha according to them, 
However, we had got to a working agreement, which was wired home for 
acceptance, ‘Tho terms seomed to me. to be fairly good ones, and very much better 
than I ever expected to get at one time, ‘The reply was a long time in coming, 
and I was continually working at the Chiefs, telling them that I did not think that 
their proposal would be agreed to. 

During this time also the two Chiefs mado Haji Ali Kuli Khan understand 
that, out of consideration for me and to accentuate their friendship, he must come 
to some arrangement, so that when Mr, D’Arcy’s reply came, insisting on a limit of 
shares, the Hadji was in a more pliant stato, 

On learning the refusal of the terms, he at first proposod to take 6 per cent, of 
shares 1 nd 2} per cent, on the balance issued. ‘They would not listen 
to a limi J the idea to their minds of an attempt to got to windward 
of them, Ultimately, at my suggestion, they agreed to accept 3 per cont. all round 
without any limit, and at that figure the agreement was concluded. 

T may frankly say that Tam beyond measure surprised at getting such good 
terms from the Chiefs, ‘Three per cont. toa Persian is next door to nothing when 
you take into account that they get 12 per eent., 16 per cent., 20 per cent. for their 
money with good security. ‘Thon, again, they have but the very erudest ideas of 
Companies, shares, and such like things, ‘The questions they put to me to answer 
‘were most embarrassing at times, 

After [ sent off my wire proposing the 8 per cent: terms the wholo alfair was 
nearly upset. After making all the arrangements. and accepting the Agreement, 
Article by Article, Haji Ali Kuli Khan took himself off to his village of Janagun, 
Whence T had returned a few days previous, Belore leaving he, in front of a good 
number of the tribesmen, fred a parting shot into the other Chiefs who had not yet 
signed the Agreement, saying, If you want to sign this Agreement do, so, but you 
are creating a very dangerous situation for yourselves and the tribes.” ‘This frightened. 
the two Chiefs and they wanted to withdraw. It was with much difficulty that I 
made them understand that Haji Ali Kuli Khan was only playing them a trick for 
his own ends, and induced them to see the thing in a proper light and sign tho 
Agreement, which at last they did, Tt was only after two days’ hard work that 
Haji Ali Kuli Khan was also got to sign, and so the Agreement wus completed, 

I was never more pleased in my life, as 1 did not think 1 was ever going to 
bring it off, and on such advantageous terms. Iam much beholden to the Cliiefs for 
their consideration of me. They knew that I was ill and suffering, and so gave in to 
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me on many points, It was very hard work in the state I was to keep a level head 
and an equitable temper, but I am glad to say that T succeeded in doing so, and finally 
got all T wanted, : 

I left Shahamzar two days after the” Agreement was signed, bringing with me 
at the request of the Bel Khane, their copy of the Agreement, which he wished 
yegisterod in the books of this Consulate, I’baye the honour to attach herewith a 


translation of the Agreement, 
(Signed) ‘J. R. PREECE. 
November 27, 1905. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 54. 


Agreement between Messrs. W. K. D'Arcy and the Concessions Syndicate (Limited), with 
the Bakhtiari Khans regarding the Right to Drill for Petroleum on the Lands of the 
latter, 


(Translation, 
WHE following 


is a translation of the Agreement entered into between the 
following two parties 








‘the first party being W. K, D'Arey, Esq,, and those associated with him in the 
Oil Concession granted him by His Imperial Majesty the Shah of Persin; the second 
party being the Chiefs of the Bakhtiari tribe, and is included in the six following 
paragraphs: — 

1, The first party has the right, for a period of five years from the date of signing 
this ‘ake all examinations, borings, inquiries, and: investigations 
necessary for the finding of oil in the Bakhtiari country, and the said first party can 
make stich highways, roads, and pipe-lines in conneotion with this business as lie may 
think necessary ani expedient, 

Also the sail first party can build dwelling-houses, store buildings, workshops, &e., 
‘as he may think nei tor the carrying out of his work, 

‘he’ Chiefs of the Bakhtiari tribe will give free of cost all uncultivated ground 
required for this work, but ground required on which to build houses for the 
men to live in, should it he cultivated cither by men as of irrigation or by rain- 
water, the first party must pay for at the usual price for such land current at 
the time. 

Whorever the first party may form a permanent camp, he should build also near 
by two towers in which ten guards can live, Should any difference of opinion exist 
oi the subject of the price to be paid for such land, the question must be referred to 
His Britainic Majesty's Consul, Moh nd the lead of the guards appointed 
dy the second party, and their decision must be fina! 

Mhe second party, in consideration of an annual payment of 2,000), undertake to 

Tou and guards fo watch the houses, buiTtinge, nnd dwellings 


appoint guirds on f 
Kind, and aiford necessary protection for those who are working 


























































tind structures of & 
sand drilling, andl all Workmen and employés of the first party who may be engaged in 
the excention of his work. 

‘Vhis Agreement takes effect from, and remains in force till the first party 
commence work, and till they stop work respectively in the lands of the Bakhtiari, 
and if the first’ party stop Work before tho expiry of five years, the second party has 
no right to ask payment on this account, but so long as the first party work, so long 
will the above sum bo paid by him to the second party, quarterly in advance, tho fst 
quarter's payment being mad on this Agreement being signed. 

In consideration of this payment tho second party is responsible for any robbery 
which may happen or loss or damage which may decur through the men of the 
iui tribe or others in the Bakhtiari country, to the employés of the first party, 
the liouises, workshops, machinery, and property of the people in the camp, and 
every sort of loss which may happén in the Bakhtiari country the second party 
aundertake to pay compensation, 

Tt is ineumnbent on-the agents of the first party that they keep all money locked 
in iron eash safes and in-a safe place. 
































I the finding of oil the second party will appoint two gangs of guards for the 
to plaees on which drilling is to be done, and place them at the disposal of the 





first party, and, on oil being found, as many gangs of guanls as may be required to 
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guard the yarious spots where drilling may be done will be supplied by the second 
party, and due protection afforded, 

2. It is hereby agreed that if oil be found sufficient in quantity and of good 
quality in the lands of the Bakhtiari, and the first party proceeds to refine and trade 
in it, the terms of the first section of this Agreement will be binding so long as the 








shares must be fully paid up. 

8. If the existing sprin 
no further use, the «iid first. party agrees to compensate the second par 
event of dispute in respectof the amountof this compensation, Iis Britany 
Consul at Isfahan shall be Arbitrator, 

4. The second party is hound to appoint special and respectable chiefs or heads of 
guards, who will control both guards and Persian workmen employed on the work of 
the first party, and should the guards, workmen, or Persian employés become lazy in 
their work, they shall punish them after advising the Agent of the first party, and 
make them work, and not allow them to cause trouble in future, 

Tn any case, fe to serve honestly, giving satisfaction to the first party, 

il eflicie 

nent made by the first party to the second party of this Agreement is 
for tlic specific purposes mentioned above, but should the employés of the second 
il in their dut 





of oil be spoilt by the work of the first: party and he of 
~ In the 
Majesty's 

































es, the first, party ba 
is 


the right to ask compensation for any 
innic Majesty 


's Consul, Isfahan, this Agreement: still 





holding good. 
‘he second party is responsible, and will deal with any people who cause trouble 
opting the torms of this Agreement, 
After the expiration of the period of the Concession granted by His Imperial 
Majesty the Shah, such buildings as wero the property of tho first party will then 
belong to the second party, 








All the contents of the Contract written above is correct, 
igued) SAM-E 





SAUPAN DE, 


All the contents of the Contract written above is correct. 
(Signed) SHAHIB-RS-SAUTAN BH, 

SIRDAR ASSAD. 

ALL KUMI, Baktitiari. 

NASI, ditto. 

SARAM-UL-MULK. 





Before me, ‘Tl. 


E. Samsam-es-Saltanch, Sirdar Assad, Shadar-cs-Saltanch, and 
Sarum-ul-Mulk, 


ned this Agreement, and with their own seals and in their own 





handwriting, signed and sealed it. 15th November, 1905, a., 
(Signed and sealed) 


Mowanrep Taxr, 


Amin-i-Sharia, 





Note —Tho Amin-i-Sharia is first Munshi of this Consulate, 





. R. Preece. 









By the y granted to us by William Knox D'Arey, Esq., and the 
Concessions Sy Limited), we, duly autliorized, sign this document. 
(Signed) "J. R. PREECE, His Britannic Majesty's 


Consul-General, Isfahan. 
GEO. B, REYNOLDS, Memb, Inst. C.8, 
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[2479] No. 55. 
Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey —(Received January 20, 1906.) 


(No. 268,) 
Sir, Tehran, December 20, 190%. 
IN accordance with the instructions contained in the quess of Lansdowne’s 
despatch, No. 147 of the 20th Oetober last, T have the konour to transinit herewith a 
port dravn up by Mr. Prrece, iis Majesty’s Consul-General at Ispaban, regarding 
the present state of the Bakhtiari road, 
You will s¢ account given by Mr. Preece of the condition of the track 
differs consid from that ziven by} Messrs. Lynch's agent, i 
from Ahwnz, dated the 2lst August I Lord Lansdowne’s despa 
the 20th October last). 
Tt must 
would 































TE loft to F 
nnually reps 
fie without 


pervision, all that one 
red in the worst places, is 
ive danger to the muletecrs or 






eamolmen and their beasts, 

Mr, Precee thinks that on the whole the Bakhtiari road is ina fair state, and 
that the 3,000 tomans down, plus 1,000 tomans teyear which the Chiefs proposed to 
spend in repairs, would have kept it in a reasonably good condition, Lunderstand 
that the offer made by the Chiefs las now been withdrawn, As regards the rabberies 
on the rond, I have already lind the honour fo report in my telegram No, 167 of the 
Srd instant that a Mamur hay been sent to recover the stolen goods and punish the 
erpetrators. ‘Phe Mushir-ed-Dowleh has also verbally informed me that in Future the 
Bakhtiaris will be allowed to pursue the Kuhgelu robbers as far as the limits of the 
Bakhti ‘ory, after which the Governor of the provinee, in which the thieves 
take refuge, will bo mado responsible for their appreliension, 

Mr, Precco informs me that the prinefpal Bakhtiari Khans will arrive here at an 
early date, and T shall thendo my best to obtain the erection of the caravanserais 
which they have undertaken to constract at Jaru, Alwani, and Wais, ‘The caravane 
sorai at Malamir is already practically completed, 

Ushall also do what I can to induce them to renew their offer of 3,000 tomans 
down and 1,000 tomans a-year for the upkeep of the road, 

Thave, &¢. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF, 
































Inclosure in No, 55. 


Consul-General Preece to Mr. B. Grant Duff. 


, Ispahan, December 2, 1905. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the réceipt of your despatch No. $4 of the 
th ultimo inclosing in original a despatch, No, 147 of the 20th October from Lord 
Lansdowne, returned herewith, 

You will have received my despatch No. 66 of the 27th ultimo inclosing a Report 
on the Ahwnaz~Ispahan road which largely anticipates your request for a full report on 
the matter, T may, however, supplement this report by some observations amplifying it, 

he letter of the Persian ‘Transport Company of the 9th October last is ve 
controversial, but it does not appear to me that ‘any goo result would obtain by 
replying to it. 

Mr, Parry's Report is a careful one on the state of the road, and according to his 
Lights, made, I take it from my knowledge of Mx, Parry, in perfect good faith; but 
mist point out that, asfaras I am aware, his experience of hill roads is so small: this 
isonly the socond time he has beon over this rond, and that is the sum, I believe, of 
his travelling in Persia or thoreubouts, so that his dictum must he somewhat freely 
discounted. {will not quote my thirty-seven years’ experience in Persian roads, but 
rely on Ms, Roynolis who has done some litle travelling in Persia, and Baluchistan, 
and who thinks that the whole road is a good carwvan road, and Mr, Stainton, of the 
Telegraph Department, who thinks that the road from Dopalan to Janagum yiA the 
‘Tangi Darkesh Warkesh is an excellent specimen of a hill road; the part through the 
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Tang is so good, that, but for the ziz-zags, you might drive a carriage all along 
Mr. Stainton lias twenty-seven years’ experience of travelling in Persia, He say 
that this road is a much better one than the Shiraz—Bushire one. Both he and 
Mr. Reynolds travelled over this road in October, so it is likely that the Chiefs were 
right when they said that they had put the road in repair, With regard to the portion 
called Girmisch, I particularly questioned Mr, Stainton about it, and he could not say 
that he thought any part of it was dangerous, Whether we, who have been used to 
trayelling in Persia, are more callous than new-comers like Mr. Parry to. these 
mountain roads, or thatthe road lias been put in better order, must now remain an 
open question, but Lam inelined to think that it is the former, and what Mr, Pamy 
calls perfunctory appears to us quite adequate, Anyway, should such places be 
carried away, as Mr. Parry appears to anticipate may happen with the places repaired 
by the Chiefs; Timagine the charvadar or muleteers would themselves at onco repair 
if, at least that is what would happen on the Bushire road, 

At Gandum Kar, I am told by the Chiefs, they have the intention to make a 
village and put people into it so as to try and keep the road open during the winter 
months across the Baralimordeh Pass, hoy also say that they will put a caravanserai 
there, 

With reference to the Sbalil Gorge, the road is made in the alluvial soil of the 
hill side, cut out of the hill in fact, and consequently must be affected by the spring 
rains there isno remedying this except by building's road out from the slope of the 
hill in stone, Mr. Parry is quite correct: this wants attention annually, eyen 
bi-annually. 

With reference to what Mr. Parry calls 
of last year. I have nothi 
‘Mie crossing at the § 






































Kulmut” | must refer you to my Report 
ing to ald to it (wide my No, 56 of the 28th Decomber, 1904), 

Shesme Rogliani”” is really not worth mentioning; as a 
rule there is searecly a trickle of water in the stream, Which even in flood will not be 
more than 4 fect wide, and of no great depth. 

The Jaen descent, when T went over it last year, certainly would have been the 
better for repair, but I should not call its state deplorable, 

With reference to the accommodation on the road at various places mentioned by 
Mr. Parry, his information is not too accurate, for Iam told that at Bistagan thero ig 
a carayanserai; at Khaverukh there are four; at Shalamzar there is one, also at 
Naghun. With reference to Jaru-Alwanieh and Wais, the Khans have again promised 
me that they will set about building caravanserais at once, Individual Chiots 
propose putting building in hand in the coming year at places such as Karaghi and 
Alda)” "his isa matter which will quickly develop ae ty read gets used. ‘The fear 
of drought in the “ Garmisir” stopping the due progress of the road must always be 
borne in mind, and it is this which is really the crucial question regarding the duo 
development of the road. If the charvadars and camelmen could but find adequate 
supplies at fair prices at all times procurable on this rond, they would yery soon take 
to.it, and would not mind the state of the tract. As a matter of fact, they do not 
mind it. Ihave made very searching inquiries of them, and could not gather that 
they liad complaints to make about the road, but. I heard very many complaints as to 
the difficulty of getting proper supplies; but it is very easy for Messrs. Lynch's 
agents, by putting leading questions to the charvadars, to draw from them the 
answers they require ; but, asa matter of fact, from Chahar Mahal to Jaru there is 
not a really dangerous spot on the road from the charvadars’ point of view, 

Mr. Parry gives the earnings from tolls for various years, but he does not say, as 
is the case, that these carnings are a mixture of road takings and tribal tax; and 
cannot be separated. All the sime, the progress of the road is very marked, and the 
Khons can very well afford paying for its upkeep. Thad many talks with them on 
the subject, but judged it better not to press them too much on the question, as they 
were extremely sensitive and sore owing to the robberies by the Kuhgelu, and on this 

1 would draw your attention to the telegram sent by the Prime Minister to 
he whole telegram is a bit weak, but the following is pure 


























nonsens 

“And afterwards also, if any robbery is to occur, whether they be from the 
Kuhgelu tribes or others, you have to follow them, and when you follow their track 
to the end of your district you have to stop your horsemen there, and immediately 
inform us who the robbers’are, and to which tribe they belong, and where they aro 


gone. After you inform us, instructions will be given without delay for following and 
capturing them.” 
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From this message one would suppose that there were telegraph stations along 
the whole border in communication with the Chiefs, instead of it being y 
fora mounted man to go and communicate all this information, if lie has acquired it; 
‘and, unless the horsemen can catch up with tle robbers, I do not see how they are to 
get all the necessary information, ‘Then for the Chiefs, supposing they are at 
Chahar Mabal, to sexid a message to Ispahan and get it to Tehran will take another 
three or four days, so that in this way a weck mny easily elapse; the same period 
being given for the reply to be given, & fortnight will have passed, What will have 
Decome of the robbers and the stuif robbed? Naturally, they will dissppear; and 
that is what the Government expect. Such messages are simply meant to throw dust 
in our eyes, T most respectfully submit that the right the Bakhtiaris have, according 
to their original concession, to follow up the robbers and take them wherever they 
may be found, should be conceded them, and, if not given freely, should be 
insisted on, 

Tt may interest you to know, as showing that the Chiefs were not entirely 
opposed to this road question, and have consideration for Messrs. Lynch, that 
Twas able to recover, tlirough them, two sums of 910 and 990 krans advanced by 
Messrs. Lynch to camelmen, in my opinion somewhat injudiciously, ‘The former 
suum was recovered from a man who was directly supported by the Zilees-Sultan, at 
the instigation of the Munshi Bashi and Aga Nejefy, and is a very distinct score for 
this Consulate, 

Twa previous Report [have had the honour to inform you that the two Chiefs, 
Samsam-cs-Sultanch and Shahab-cs-Sultanch, aro about to proceed to Tehran, I 
Taye but little doubt that if all goes well with them up there you will have no 

culty in inducing them to devote « certain sum of money to repairs to the road, 

lly if, oving to the action of Tis Majesty's Legation, thoy have nequied the 
rightto punish te Kubgelus, ‘The whole matter will very much turn on this one 
point. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) J. R. PREECE. 





(2632) No, 86, 
Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 22.) 


Constantinople, January 17, 1906, 
AVE the honour to forward herewith a despatch from His Majesty's Consul 
‘at Erzoroum relative to an encounter hetween Ottoman troops and Kurds on the ‘Turco- 
Persian frontier 
Thaye, &. 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR. 


Tnctosure in No, 56. 


Consul Shipley to Sir N. O' Conor. 
(No. 36) 
Sir, Exzeroum, December 26, 1905. 

1 HAVE the honour to. report to your Excellency the oceurrence some ten or 
twelve days ago of the following incident on the Turco-Lersian frontier near Kazli-Gol, 
in the Bayozid Sandjak of the vilayet: From such details as I have bean able to obtain 
iv would appear that a Kurdish tribe dwelling on the Persian side of the frontier had 
made encroachments on the pasturage claimed by another part of the same tribe in 
‘Murkish torritory, and had in fact driven the latter back as far as the villago of Bashkent, 
close to the above-mentioned Kazli-Gol, where, however, they were stopped by a small 
‘Parkish garrison stationed at tho latter place. Thre was, it appears, a rather sharp 
encounter between the troops and the tribe above alluded to, in which two of the former 
and some six or seven of the latter were killed. 

Nazim Pasha, in the coursé of a conversation which I had with 
iim on the above subject, complained to me somewhat of the continual encroachments 
on Turkish territory of these Persian tribes, and stated that on his arrival in the 
vilayet some four years ago lie had, in order to put a limit to them, found it 


61 


necessary to establish a garrison at the very village of Bashkent, the scene of the 
encounter above referred to. His Excellency further added that in his opinion one of 
the chief causes of these recurring incidents was to be found in the fact that sufficient 
provision did not appear to have been made by the Persian Government to keep its 
Kurdish subjects in proper check. Te had, however, reported very fully'on the matter 
Constantinople with a view of something being done to arrive at adefinites 
So Constantinople wit vie ig being done to arrive at adefinite settlement 
___Lhave, &. 
(Signed) -“H. S, SHIPLEY, 





(2751) No. 57. 


Mr, E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 22.) 
(No, 22.) 
(Telegraphic) P. 

FOLLOWING repeated to India :: 

* Condition of Fars. 

“Following from His Majesty’s Consul at Shiraz :— 


Tehran, January 22, 1906, 


“The situation here remains the same. High C is 

: . High Commissioner is expected on the 
a Annan Small numbers of malcontents from outlying districts are arriving in the 
city’ 





(2769) No. 58. 
India Office to Foreign Offce.—(Received January 28.) 


THE Under-Sceretary of State for India prosents his compliments to the Unders 
Seorctary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Sooretary, Morley, 
forwants herewith, for the information of the Secretary of Stato, fa telegram 


from the Viceroy, dated the 20th January, relative to the Southern Customs of 
Persia, 


India Office, January 22, 1906, 


Inclosure in No. 58, 


: Government of India to Mr. Morley, 
“raphic.) P, January 20, 1906. 
PLEASE refer to my telegram of the 9th instant as to the Persian loan. 
phic report from Resident in Persian Gulf gives 24,00,867 rapees as the total 
irom Southern Customs, including Charbar and Mohammerah, for the 





(2836) No. 59. 


Mr, B, Grant Duff to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received January 23.) 
(No. 231) 


rapbie.) P. Tehran, January 23, 1906. 
FOLLOWING sent to Seistan, and repeated to India :— si y 


© The Director of Customs in Seistan has been appointed by the Grund Visior 


Prosident of the Sanitary Council in that province, and the doctors of the British and 
Russian Consulates members. With them will be associated two local Persian doctors.’ 






































2 
(2935) No. 60. 
Mr. Spring-Rice (o Sir Edwurd Grey—(Received January 23.) 


(Nu. 16.) 
(elegraphie)_P. 





St. Petersburgh, January 23, 1906. 

WITH reference to Mr. Grant Duff's telegram No. 20 of the 13th instant, 
regarding the outbreak of plague in Seistan, 1 am informed by the Director of the 
First Department of the Russian Foreign Office that the lucal Russian authorities had 
ordered strong precautionary aneasures to be taken (by which I understood that a 
military cordon might be intended) since the outbreak was of a particularly violent 
description, 




















[2383] No. 61. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. B. Grant Duff. 








graphic.) DP. Foreign Offi 
YINIT reference to. the Vieeroy’s telegram of the 1th instant, repes 
mont of India should be kept fully ancl promptly informed of any chia 
in the political sitnation, viow to ull precautions being taken to insure the safety 
Of dtadlinents whieh might have to be sent to strengthen the quards at Tehran or at 
thier places. 

1 tho Persian Government make inquiries as to the dispateh of a force to Robat, 
you should reply that itis a precautionary measure in view of the outbreak of plague 
in Soistart, and in order to render them any assistance they may req) 





















(2229) No. 62. 
Sir Bdword Grey fo Mr. E, Grant Duff 
Ne 6) 
ir Foreign Office, January 23, 1908, 





WITH reference to Sir A. Hardinge’s despatch No. 69 of the 20th March, 1905, 
I transmit to you herewith copy. of a letter from the India Office relative to the claim 
of the British India Steam Navigation Company against the Persian Government, on 
‘Account of tho detention of the steam-ship ‘ Kassara” at Bushire in December 1904.2 

You will observe that the Secretary of State for India expresses the opinion, in 
whieh Teconcur, that it is not necessary that the claim should be further pressed upon 
the Persian Government: 

Lam, &e. 


(Signed) EDWARD GREY. 




















{619) No. 63, 


Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sin, Foreign Office, January 28, 1906. 

1AM directed by Socretary Sir B. Groy to acknowledge the receipt. of your letter 
of the Ath instant, adking Tor hie views 18 to-the proposal made by Sir A. Hardingo 
that oither His Majesty's Consul at Turbat-iHinidari or some other British Consular 
officer should proceed on a yearly tour to Astrabad in order to report to His Majesty's 
Taxation at Mehran on affairs in that provine 

Sir A. Haxdinge, who ilted in accordance with the suggestion of the 
Government of Lidia, st 1 that, although the Russian authorities would 
probably: dislike tle proposed. a could not well resent it or rogard it aa 
Unfriendly, as there i ly a British Vice-Consul for Asiratad, although he is 
prove from oven viiing tho district ys duties as Imperial Bank Manager at 

eslit. 


































* No.d7, 
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Tam to request that you will inform Mr. Secretary Morley that Sir B. Grey coneurs 
in the opinion expressed by Sir A. Hardinge, and that he is disposed to view the 
proposal with favour. 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) B, GORST, 





No. 64. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, January 24, 1906. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 17ch instant, relative to tie claim of the British Indin Steam Navigation 
Company against the Persian Government on account of the detention of the steamn- 
ship “ Kassara” at Bushire in December 1904. 

a that Sir 8, Grey concurs in the opinion of the Secretary of 


Tam to inform y 
State for India that the claim need not be further pressed upon the Porsian Govern 














ment, and that instructions will be sent to Mis Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Tebran 
accordingly. 
Tam, &c. 
(Signed) E, GORST. 





















{3083} No. 65. 





India Office to Foreign Office. —( Received January 26.) 





TIE Under Searetary of Stato for India presents hi compliment to the Unde 
Seorctary of State for Foreign Affairs, aud, by direction of Mr. Secrotary Morley, 
forwards herevvith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a paraphrase 
of a telegram from the Viceroy, dated the 28rd January, relative to an attack on the 
British post at Nobat Dakhin. 


India Office, January 25, 1906. 















Inclosure in No. 65, 














Government of India to Mr, Morley. 













phic.) P. é Tanuary 23, 191 
have received the following telegram, dated the 20th instant, from Resident 
at Aden through Government of Bombay :— 

“Party of about twenty men fired upon onr post at Nobat Dakhin for about halts 
an-hour on the night of the 18th instant, According to information recently received 
there were fortunately no casualties, except the following wounded: one camel 
contractor's agent, one camel man, und four labourers.” 


Ne eee 
(3105) No, 66. 
Mr. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 25.) 




























repeat it to Bushire — 
“Tahreiu. Sir A. Hardinge’s despatch No. 180 and my despatch No, 262 of 

the 7th December, 

owing are the terms of the reply which I have re 

Dowleh to Sir A. Hardinge’s note of the 22nd August, 1905 
“<Bahrein is considered by the Persian Government to be their unquestionable 

property, and its inhabitants to be Persian subjects. And yet, although they expected 













jived from the Mushir-ed- 
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that in a case of emergency they would, in accordance with Treaties, receive every 
assistance from a friendly Power, they see that all steps taken by English officers hav. 
contrary to the Treaties of 1809, 1814, and 1857, had no other object but to establi 
their own authority in territory which is the fond’ fide property of the Persian Govern- 

, and to undermine the allegiance to that Government of the Sheikhs and people 
of Bahrein, Both at ‘Telran and in London frequent representations anil protests 
have been made, but in spite of the fact that no exception has been taken by the 
British Government to the ownership and sovereignty of Persia over Babrein, the 

nmiat of Persian legal rights there has not been allowed by the British Govern- 

proof of this poliey of compromising the rights of Persia over her ancient 

the proposal contained in the note under reply, that the British 

al should intervene on behalf of iubabitants of Bahrein, who are Pe 

subjects, Further proof of this spirit is given by the granting of the title of “ Sheik 

hy the conclusion of Treaties. with the indiv ted, aud by attributing 
te ownership of Bahrein to him: 

“ft should be the earn 
‘lleginnge of the 
Persiutt Gove 
question, wh 
lis. Majesty 
Shah's subjects.’ 





















Consul-Ge 










t desire of the British Government to confirm the 
juh’s subjects (seo Article NIV of ‘Treaty of 1857), and d 
wnt ure obliged to protest against their action in the present 
amiounts to in with their lawful territory, and they request 

mmiont Hot to lose sight of their ‘Treaty obligations regarding the 




















“L await your instructions as to whether I should refuse to receive this note, 
die tone of which appears to mo open to objection, although the language used is not 
actually. uncivil 








ip past the tone of communications addressed to the Legations here 
fais boon growing loss civil, andl at Court it is openly said that the Western Powers 
niyo been shown by dapan what Orientals aro capable of: Cases of discourtesy to 
ritish officials bia this autumn, and 
it is, 01 my opinion, most important that we should prow ini approachi 
iinpertinence on tho part of the Persian Government 






























(8106) 7. 

Mr. Grant Duff to Sir Gdiwark Grey—(Received January 25.) 
(No 23) i 
(felogmphic) P. Tehran, Janwary 25, 1906. 





FOLLOWING repeated to India 


“Condition of Bars. 
“THis Majesty's Consul at Shirae telegraphs as follows : 












“1 was informed this evening by an emissary of Mirza Ibrahim that, unless the 
{lich Commissioner prove to be new Governor-General, the malcontents propose to 
uke smctuary in this Consulate immediately on his arrival on the 26th January, He 
isked whethicr the Legation would give them up in the event of the Shab demanding 
{lwir surrender, 

“oT stated, in reply, that. persons: 
cir own free will, but hegued that the malcontents should wait till I had paid my 
Jirst visit to the High Commissioner before taking the action proposed. 

1 subinit that the Persian Government should nove declare their intention. 
“TUcoonis tat the Showes-Saltaneh has not yet left France.” 








tering 
ite 





British Consulate only leave it of 














“TV luve replied to His Majesty's Consul as follows : 








Your language as regards the surrender of refugees in the Consulate is 
approved. You should, however, do your utmost to discourage the mialeontents from 
taking refnge in the Consulate; but if they insist upon doing so, yow cannot refuse to 
receive then” 
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(2420) No. 68. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Spring-Rice. 


Sir, Foreign Office, January 26, 1906, 

I HAVE reecived Sir C. Hardinge’s despatch No. 32 of the 6th instant, in. whieh 
his Excellency reports a conversation with the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs on 
various questions affecting Great Britain and Russia and the mutual relations of the two 











‘countries. 
Sir ©. Hardinge’s language to Count Lamsdorft on this occasion is approved by 
His Majesty's Government, 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) EDWARD GREY. 





[3124] No, 69. 
India Office to Foreign Office {Received January 26.) 








Sir, India 04 

WITH reference to my Jotter of the 18th instant, I am directed by Mr, Secrotary 
Morley to invite the attention of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to the 
telegrams from the Vicoroy of the 19th and 25th instant, as to the measures to be taken 
in conneetion with the outbreak of plague in Scistan, (A copy of the latter telegram 
is herevsith inclosed.) 

Mr. Morley proposes to approve the action of the Government of Tudia in respect 
of the medical assistance which they are sending to the spot. But, as regards the 
immediate dispatch to Robat of the double y tive infantry, he would be 
glad to be informed whether, in Sir Edward Grey's opinion, there: is any objection to 
the troops being authorized to start at once, as proposed by the Governinent of Indin, 

Tam, ke, 
(Signed) A. GODLY. 


ice, January 25, 1906. 




















Tnclosure in No. (9. 


Government of India to Mr. Morley. 


(Gelegraphic.) P. 
MY telegram of the 12th instant regarding plague in Seistan, 


January 25, 1906. 











a further telegram from Ilis Majesty's Consul in Seistan, in whicl rege 
the general unrest prevailing in country, and to the probability of plague measures 
giving rise to further excitement, he prestes for dispatch of detachment of regulars to 
Robat, and for an increase of guard of Seistan Consulate, We vonsider dispatel of 
double company of infantry with rifles to Robat is all that is immediately required, 
and solicit carly authority for this. 

(Repeated to Tehran and Seistan.), 





















[3166] No. 70, 
India Ofiice to Foreign Office —(Received January 26.) 





‘THE Under-Seeretary of State for India precents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mx, Secretary Morle 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a paraphrase 
of a telegram to the Viceroy, dated the 24th instant, relative to the proposed loan 
to Persia. 


India Office, January 26, 1906, 
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Tnclosure in No. 70. 


Mr, Morley to Governnient of Trdia. 


(Gelegraphic.) P. India Office, January 24, 1906. 

PROPOSED loan to Persian Goyermment. Your telegram of the 9th instant, 
After further consultation with Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and full 
considertion of the arguments in favour of the proposal, I have arrived at the 
conclusion that loan should not he made. His Majesty’s Government are of opinion 
that Ioan’ would not permanently benefit Persia in her presént condition, and that 
sole object of granting it would be to obtain coneossions whieh, whether rezarted in 
temselyes or as a means of resisting Russian influence in Southern Persia, would 
prove of doubtful value in thie long run, No doubt it is fairly certain that Persia will 
Apply elsewhere for a loan, but we have strong grounds for feeling assured that 
applicati ‘at any rate for an indetinite time. In these circumstances 
His Maj i cannot think that it is advisable that funds for purpose of 
‘a loan to Persia should be provided out of Indian revenues. 






























(3368) No, 71. ° 


Tulle Office to Foreiyn Ofice-—(Received January 27.) 





THE Unde 





‘etary of State for Indin presents his compliments to the Under 
Scofolary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Mo 
forwards licrowith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a 
of a telogram from tho Viceroy, dated the 27th January, rel 
Seistau, 


India Office, January 27, 1906. 















Inclosure in No. 71. 


Government of Initia to Mr. Morley. 


January 27, 1906. 


(Colegiaphic,) P, 
ALY telexram of the 19th instant: 
Consitl reports that direction of plagne nrran 
to Molitor, who lias assumed executive fine! 
on Thti-Sham retaining supreme control. At request of Molitor our hospital 
assistant lias started on another tour of inspection in infected avea. Russian doctor, 
though fact of being European gi ‘an advantage over our hospital assistant, 
as ot obtained any special predominance as yet jcoling: against us asintroducers 
‘of plague is being assiduously stirred up by Ttus 
Clemenger, tlie Indo-Buropean Telograph Company’ 









































{8106} No. 72. 


Sir Edword Grey to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 






No, 19.) 
‘lowraphie) Pe Foreign Office, January 27, 1906. 


MALCONTEN'TS at Shiraz. Le Pa 
Tapprove your action as reported in your telegram No. 25 of the 25th instant. 
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(3622) No. 73. 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—( Received January 29.) 





(Telegraphic) P 
FOLLOWING repeated to Tndia -— 


“Urmi affairs, My despatch No. 1 of Ist January. 
“In their reply to our joint note, the Porsian Government state that owing to their 
frontier dispute with ‘Tar re unable to take active measures against. tho 
Kurds, but, that, Commissioney doen sent to try to induce the Kurds to come i 
to Unni for their trial, In the opinion of the American Minister and mysolf, this 
merely a pretest for again delaying the matter, With regard to tho Gough incident, 
the Persian Government have wildressed a note to me saying that no attack was made 
Ths galloped towards the Kune, who, inking thkt 
‘Vat him, Gough did not gallop towards the Kurds, and T 
the Persian Government that, even if he had done so, Tam astonished that thi 
be thought by the Persian Government to constitute a reasonable excuse for litt 
British Consul. In view of the replies that we have received, both th Ameri 
Minister and T dink that an audience of the Shalt or Grand Vizior would serve no 
useful purpose. ‘The whole case has been referred to the Stat mont by. thes 
American Minister for instructions. T propose, with your sanction, to. instruct 
Mr, Wratislavy to return to Tabreez, as we think his continued stay at Urmni ws 
‘The safety of the Christians will not, in his opinion, be affected by his withdrawal 
“Thog that I may be instructed as to the, attiuude Fshould adopt in view of the 
obstinate and unreasonable attitude of the Persian Government.” 


Tehran, January 29, 1900. 


































































































(3623) No. 74. 
Mr. 





Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 29.) 






(No, 29.) 
(felegraphie.) P. Tehran, January 29, 1904. 
FOLLOWING repeated to India — 








© Condition of Fars. 

“ Tfis Majesty’s Consul at Shiraz has had a cordial inter 

ioner, who has now arrived there, and has promised to gi 

rd February as to the Governor-General’s return, 
“Violence is threatened by the populace if the dismissal of the Prin 

granted, The town was quiet yesterday, but was in.an uproar on the day before, 





ow with the High Come 
a definite answer on 
























hot 













[3743] No, 75, 
Mr, E, Grant Duf' to Sir Kaiward Grey—(Received January 30,) 










(No. 30.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Tehran, January 30, 1906. 
TIS Majesty’s Consul-General at Mestied telegraphs as follow: 















st that we should 
Consul, 











“Tam asking the Persian Government whether they have any knowledge of this.’ 





Sir Bdward Grey to Mr. E. Grant Duff 


Foreign Office, January 30, 1906. 


URUMIA murders, 

Tf you consider it desirable you may authorize Consul-General to return to Tabreez 
your telegram No. $8 of yesterday, but your despatch No. 1 has not 
yet been received. 











Foreign Office to India Office. 













"WITIL refere 





to the representations 
of Bahiroinese in Persi 
od that the Persian 








(. the present opportunity should be taken of informing 
sland aro: entirely inadmissible, and 
He therefore propose 
Grant Duff to reply 








Government that their o 
to protect its inhabitants, 
¥y concurs, to instruct Mi 

rinit but he would be 
i Mn, Morley may hay: 









inclosed dealt te 
‘on suggestions wh 


th any cbservations 











Foreign Office to Inilia Office. 


Foy eign Office, January 30, 1906. 
. Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 


1 AM directod by Seorctary Sir 
ures to be taken in connection with the outbreak 


of the 25th insta 





of the Secretary of State for India to approv 
in ro dial assistance which they 
no objection to the immediate dispatch of a force to 





tho notion of thi 
aire sending to the spot, and see 
Robat, as suggested by the Viecroy. 


ivernment of India in respect to the medi 














Roned of Trade to Foreign Office —(Received January 31.) 





= Board of Trade, Jancary 29, 1906. 
TAM directed by the Board of ‘Trade to advert to previous correspondence on 
t of a report that a service of motor-cars is to be estab 
Goyernment on certain roads in North Persi 
1th October last forwarding print of a despatch from Si 
relative to the suggestion tha 
‘a countermoye in Southern Persia. 


and especially to your letter of the 





ars should be established as, 





ish service of miotor 
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In this connection, I am to transmit herewith, for Sir E. Grey’s information, 
notes of an interview between Mr. Stanley, of this Department, and Mr. Maclean, 
Who recently conducted a commercial inquiry in Persia on behalf of the Commercial 
Tntelligence Committee of the Board of Trade. Mr. Maclean, who is now the London 
Manager of the Versian Transport Company, is not very hopeful as to the possibilities 
‘of motor fraction in Persia at the present day. It will be seon, however, that he is 
jn favour of a road being constructed, as proposed by Major Sykes, from Bunder 
‘Abbas to Rigan or Bam, but rather with a view to opening up Eastern and North. 
Easton Persia to British trade than as a route to Ispahan and Tehran, It should 
‘be added that the Persian Transport Company has a concession for the carriage of 
goods vil the River Kuren and Shuster to Ispahan and ‘Tehran, 

T am to suggest, subject to Sir B. Grey's approval, that the Memorandum of 
Mr. Stanley's conversation with Mr. Maclean should be transmitted to the India 
Office, as that Department is chiefly coneerned in this matter 

am, 
(Signed) | _H. LLEWELLYN SMITH. 












Tnelosure in No. 79. 


Memorandum respecting an Interview with Mr. Maclean. 


(Confidential.) 

T HAVE seen Mr. Maclean about this matter and have shown him the despatches 
on ©5117 and ©5165. Mr, Maclean is now the London Manager of tho Russian 
Transport Company. Briefly, his opinion on the points raised by the despatches is as 
follows:-— 


1. Tho Persian ‘Transport Company holds concessions enabling it to conduct the 
transport of goods into Persia by way of the Karun River. ‘The goods enter at 
Mohammerah and are taken by riversteamers inland as far as Ahwaz. At this place 
they are transhipped, owing to difficultics of navigation, but are again earried by the 
river beyond Ahwaz as far as Shuster, From this point they are enrried by road to 
Ispahan, and so on to Tehran if requisite, whence they are distributed to northern 
markets, Otherwise they are distributed to central markets from Tspalian, 

2, The Company controls the great road sonthivard from ‘Tehran as far as Kum 

3, From a glance at a map it will be seen. that the concessions held and worked 
by tle Company, as already described, enable it to reach the real productive districts 
and consuming markets of Persia better than by any other route, 

4, Tho central portion of Persia is a high table-land almost entirely unproductive 
and very sparsely populated, ‘The road below Kum, through Yer to Kerman, is 
controlled by the Sani-ed-Dowleh, It is not a bad road” (for Persia) as things 10, 
‘once the central plateau is reached, but it takes some reaching, especially from the 
southern end, Mr, Maclean has not bi J, but he would’ be disposed to 
Goudt whether it is in quite such good condition as Major Sykes thinks it, His 

i ‘iat it would requite considerable outlay to make it fit for motor traf 

road, as projased, from Bander Abbas fo Bana or Tigan is foastble, but it 
would! cost a good deal to make it, to keep it in repair, and to polico it, It would 
also cost a good deal to improve the existing track between those places and Kerman 
and when all this lias been done, the distauee by this route to ‘Tehran, and th 
time occupied in traversing it, would render it comparatively uscless from a trade 
and transport poitt of view. It might, perhaps, be used with advantage for 
fragile goods, such as earthenware and glass and goods in respect of ‘which 
delivery to specified time is of little or no object. As to local traffic to feed tho 
road, tiere would be next to none, 

. T gather that Mr, Maclean would not be disposed to recommend his 
Directors to spend money in these directions, or in any way to adopt for them- 
selves the suggestions mide in the despatches. Nevertheless, he (and they) swould 
Ye glad to see the plan proposed adopted by some other British agency, because 
it would enable goods of the nature above referred to to reach their destination 
more safely, and at less cost, perhaps, than by the route they now have to follow, 
(Whe road from Shuster to Ispahan is mountainous ond difiloult, It would also 
tend toyvards the general development of Persia, an object which could not but be 

a io is Company. As trade route to the best Persian markets, however, 
161 ay 























































































70 


ft could not compete with that already in use by his Company, with all its 
imperfections as regards transhipments and the difficulties of the land transport. 

7. Mr, Maclean thinks well of the proposal to construct a road from Bunder 
Abbas to Bam or Rigan, however, for a ned in the 
despatches as to its usefulness, and that is as a possible opening for British enterprise 
to reach Eastern and North-Bastern Persia, especially the latter, ‘Dhis district is much 
more fertile than the central area. It is at present almost untapped, 
selves or by the Russians, and it has considerable undeveloped possibiliti 
that for commercial purposes such a route would be preferable to the Seistan route 
thiough India or Baluchistan, which appears to be favonred by the Indian Govern- 
ment. Whe road would certainly have to he con Bam or 
mua, it would lave more chant 






























ery thinly populated, 
mountainous, a great portion of it is barren desert, and 
virtually only miile-tracks, quit 
in respect of persons and prope 

9, As mentioned in his Confidential Report, however, he thinks a good deal 
might: be done to. improve conditions for trade along the Gulf littoral, and especially 
by improving the “roads” inkind from ports like Bunder Abbas, He thinks the 
British or Indian Governments, or both, would do well to interest themselves in 1 
matter as the best aneans of combating Russian influenee in the north, and that it is 
well worth their consideration whether they could not lend diplomatic, and even 
financial, support to any Company formed to earry out these objects. 

10. So far as he is aware, the Persian ‘Transport Company would be indisposed to 
‘embark in the venture, 


is very 
so-called “roads! are 
unfltted for wheeled trafic, and altogether unsafe 

































(Initialled) «GS. 
January 13, 1906, 





(8754) No. 80. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received January 31.) 


DIE Under-Seorstary of State for India presents his compliments to the 
Seorotary of § for Woreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. fary Mi 
forwards herewith, for the informuition of the Secretary of State, copy of a paraph 
of 1 telegram from the Vieoroy, dated the 27th January, 10 to unrest in the 
‘Adon Hinterland, 


Copies will he sent to the Director of Military Operations, 
India Office, January 30, 1906. 




















Tnelosure in No. 80. 


Government of India to Mr. Morley, 





(Delogeay January 27, 1906, 

ADEN. My telegram of the 23rd instant. 

Woe have received two furtler telegrams, dated the 23rd January, from the 
Government of Bombay. Tn the first of these they refer to their telegram No. 596 
of the 28rd instant, and report that Resident at Aden telegraphed on the 16th instant 
to the effect that postal runner had heen shot near Sheikh Othman, and the mail 
which he was conveying robbed; that, assailants were reported to be Attifi tribe 
of Subaibiss and that mattor was heing inquired into. 

Tn the second telegram the Government of Bombay refer to their telegram of 
the 21st instant, and repeat a telegram from the Resident at Aden, to the effect 


attick at Nobat Dakhin was delivered at Commissariat inelosure; that assa 
lo. 



































































and that it was ramoured that a few of them had been Killed or wounded. Resident 
stated that circumstances were not yet fully known, and promised to send further 
particulars as soon as received. He was of opinion that incident ind no connection 
with mail-bag robbery, but was probably connected with the relations between Abdali 
anil Haushabi 















[3840] No. 81. 


Mr. E, Grant Duff lo Sir Edward Grey—(Received January 31.) 
31) 
(Pelegraphic) P. 
FOLLOWING repeated to India :-— 
“ti 
“* Georet ast 
Tre Peace: Shoa-es Sullanch tlographod/ from Viewns on. S11 January =—“ Shall 
arrive at Baku on the 9th.” ‘This, presumably, means the 9th of the Mahommedan 
month, i, the 8rd February ’ 
“STF the Persian Government further delays giving a definite answer, the populace, 
which is exasperated by their provions procrastination, may become dangorons, 
“iin all ceased, but the shops are more strictly closed than ever: 
“eT en that if the Slioa-es-Sultaneh is confirmed in his office. they 





Tehran, January 31, 1906, 





Majesty's Consul at Shiraz telegraphs as follows :— 

























co is maintained, but 





“T recommend that we should officially intervene if the P 
T doubt whether he will be.” 





(3845) No. 82. 


Mr, Grant Duff o Sir Edward Grey.—{Received January 31.) 
No, 32.) 
tier hie.) P. 
FOLLOWING repeated to Tndi 
“Per ‘Your telegram No. 16, 


“Tam informed by the Mushir-ed-Dowloh that an immediate loan is absolutely 
y for the Persian Go Overtures have been made, I hear on good 


Teliran, January 31, 1906, 

















ior deponds on whether he ean raise money, and is 
nformed hy the Administrator of Customs that the state of tho 


advanco? A ee 
“T suspect that the Mushir’s son, whom is father is sending to seo mo on 
Saturday, may sound me on this point.” 





3846] No. 83. 


Mr. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 31.) 





) P Tehran, January 21, 1906. 
FOLLOWING repeated to India ;— 


“Urmi Mullah : Your teleg 

“Pho Shah, the Mushir-wil-Dowleh. in 
de allowed to return to Urmi. In return, his Excelleney offers to agree to my reeont 
request. that two uallors should be posted at Marhat and Bi 
request @hoy inten the plea that negotiations for the witht 
Russian si now in progroas, Pormissiou ill, only, Le accorded now. 
the condition that, if all the Russian siguullers are withdrawn, ours yeill be with= 
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“T have persuaded the Mushired-Dowleh to make another effort on our behalf for 
the Kul-iMalik Siah extension, which, as his Excellency recently informed mo, the 
Shah hiad refused to grant. 

“Tf we allow the Mullah to return it will please both the Shab and the Valiahd, 
and his further retention at Tabreos is now of little importance. 

“Aluhough our right to place siguallers on the Meshed-Siestan line is doubtless 
‘equal to that of the Russians, an arrangement on the above lines would obviate delay, 
‘and might be of assistance to us in other ways, 

“Jo you approve such an arrangement?” 








(8930) No, 84. 
Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Persian Minister—(Communicated to Foreign Office, February \.) 


(Cranslation,) 

(Telegraphic. January 31, 1906. 
‘OUR telegram with regard to the discussions you have had with his Excellency 

Sir Edward Grey in reference to Lahijan and Vaznch has been received. 1 have also 

become acquainted with the contents of the Memorandum sent by the British Foreign 

Office, which was included in that telegram. 

‘The facts have been laid before His Imperial Majesty, who has commanded that 
you should again seck an interview with his Excollency Sir Edward Grey and explain 
io him tho following particulars and obtain a defnite reply:— 

‘Dhe Tinperial Government have no objection or aversion whatever to the formation 
of a Commission, But their object is that the ‘Turks should evacuate the districts 
occupied by them and that then the Commission be formed for the purpose of inquiring 
into the disputes between the two Governments, Of course, the Minister for Foreign 
Afirs would remember that this very frontier question between the two Governments 
‘was roferred in 1851 to the good offices of the 
At that time a Commission was appointed by the four Goyernments, and this question 
iad almost approached a settlement; but the ‘Turkish, authorities delayed and deferred 
the matter so much, and raised so many difficulties, that the work of the Commission 
was delayed for almost three years. And the British and Russian Goverments, seeing 
that no progress in the work would be made in this way, the Commission was ordered 
o draw a map of the disputed frontier so ns to settle the question from the map. 

‘After this map bad been prepared the Commission of the four Governments was 
for a long time engaged, in Constantinople, with the discussion of this matter, and by 
the year 1873, that is, . . . .t after the formation of the Commission, this matter was 
in the same state as before, Now, again, if the Commission be formed it will be in the 
same way as the former one, aud it may be that this question will again be protracted 
over a period of sume twenty years and be both w source of trouble to His Britannic 
Majesty's Government, and will Keep our affairs thus in suspense, If, however, the 
‘Murks will evacuate the districts which have been in our possession and the Commission 
is formed afterwards, this matter will be settled more speedily. In the Agreement of 

1860 it is mentioned that should any difference arise between the Governments of Persia 
and ‘Turkey: in rogard to the frontier, they shall leave its solution to. the good offices of 
England and Russia, hat is why from the very beginning we referred the matter to 
His Britannic Majesty's Minister for Foreign Affairs, and we did not expect for a 
moment that His Britannic Majesty’s Government, who would no doubt consider 
these points, would hold to the view maintained in this manner by the Government of 
‘Turkey. 

You will by all means communigate these facts to Sir Edward Grey as soon as 
possible, and you will thoroughly explain the object of the Imperial Government. We 
have no objection to the formation of a Commission, but it must be formed after the 
districts which have been occupied lave been evacuated, You will obtain trom 
his Excellency a favourable reply, whieh is necessary on this vecasion, 























































© This word eaunot te deciphered, 






[3945] No. 85. 
Mr. B. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 1.) 
(No. 34) 





(elegraphic.) P. 
FOLLOWING repeated to India and Meshed :— 


Tehran, February 1, 1906. 





telegram No. 20. 
Lam informed 1 jam Goyerament that Russian doctor from Pali 
n went to Turbat-iJam and, finding that the disease was diphtheria, returned, 

They know uothing of the rumour that, Cossacks are being sont.” 














Kh 

















[3840] No, 86. 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. E, Grant Duff. 
(No. 21.) 
(elesraphic,) Foreign Office, Fetiruary 1, 1906, 
1 yo it likely that the Prince will be sent: back to Shiraz, as reported 








hie Persian Government should be informed 


in your tele BL of yestert 
the consequenc itish subjects, property, 


that we shall hold them responsible for 
and trade ifhe returns there, 

















(3974) No. 87. 
Indin Office to Foreign Office —(Received February 2.) 





THE Under-Secretary of State for Tn 
Scoretary of State for Foreign Aff 
forwards herewith, for the inform: 
of a telegram to the V 
in Seistan. 


Inia Office, February 1, 1906. 





‘1 presents his compliments to the Under- 
and, by direction of Mx, Scoretary Morley, 
ion of the Secretary of State copy of a paraphrase 


roy, dated the 30th January, relative to the plague 














Inclosure in No. 87. 


Mr. Morley to Government of India. 

Tanuary 80, 1900. 
and 25th instant, reganding plague in Seistan. 
srnment approve of immediate dispafeh to Robat of double 
company of Native in y ns for British Consulates, ‘Whey also approve 
of your proposals for providing medical assistance, 












(8973) No. 88. 
India Office to Foreign Office-—(Recetved February 2.) 


WITH reference to Mr, Grant Duis telegram No, 80 to Sir B. Grey, dated the 
‘Oth ultimo, the Under-Secretary of State for Indin presents his compliments to thy 
Undler-Seorctary of Stute for Foreign AfTuirs, and, by direction of Mr. Sceretary Morloy, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of u paraphrase 

n from the Viceroy, dated the 1st instant, relative to the supposed outbreak 
ar Turbat Jam. 















of plague 
India Office, Webruary 1, 1906, 


[ucis} 
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Tnclosure in No. 88. 


Government of India to Mr. Morley. 

(Welegraphic.) P. February 1, 1906. 

MAJOR SYKES telegraphs on the 30th ultimo from Meshed to the effect that 
Captain Smith, whilo at Askabad, was informed on the 24th January by the Russian 
General Officer Commanding in ‘Trans-Caspia that 150 Russian Cossacks are being sent 
by him with doctors from Pulkhatun in connection with outbreak at Turbat Jam of 
disease supposed to be plague, Sykes observes that this is a palpable exense, as the 
disease is stated by Russian doctor at Kare, to be diphtheria. He inquires whether he 
shall send doctor from Meshed to ‘Tushat Jam, and’suggests threatening establishment 
of a permanent cordon, under British Consul, in Seistan, We have instructed Sykes, 
reply, that Meshed Ageney doctor should be sent to'Turbat-i-Sheikh Jain to investigate, 
and that any further information that may be available should be reported by 
telegraph, 























(4061) No, 89, 


i ; Mr, Spring-Rico to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received February 2.) 
No. 22. 
(Volographie,) P, St, Petersburgh, February 2, 1906. 
RSLAN Loan, 

ih reference’ to your telegram No. 2 
vorsution with Count Benekendorii, who. state 
it was tinderstood that no.advance to Po 
Gr Russia. L iimagine that his Bxcellen 
inge and Count 1 
dospately from the former of the Talso 
tho Persian Ministorat this Court, who isa son of the Persian Minister for Foreign 
Affuirs, and ho informed me that he had been summoned to Pe He had an 
with Connt Lamsdorit before his departure, but Iwas unable to extract any 
information regarding the loan from him, 

T would beg your instructions as to whether Tam to say anything to the Russian 
Goveriinient on tle subject. 

I liavo reported fully on the above two interviews in letters and) despatches sent 






















































by messenger on the sist ultimo, 
(3845) No. 90, 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. B, Grant Duff 
(No. 28) 
(ielgaaphie.) P, Foreign Office, Febr 





NO prospect can he held out of His Majesty's Governtent reco 
decision as to the proposed loan, referred to in your telegram No. 82 of yesterday. 













(3981) No. 91. 

cit Sir Edicurd Grey lo Mr, B. Grant Duff 

(alograpio)) Dy Foreign Office, February 2, 1906. 
MOLESTATION of a witness at Shi ele 
With reference to- my tele o. 13 of tho Lth ultimo, the following is the 





Porsiin, Mint 
foundation for atement : 
During the interrogation of the mulot 
by the fornior that, at the time of the theft, he had left the goods committed to his 
charge, and was asleep. He further acknowledged that tlie investigation had been 
unduly delayed by his omitting to roport the ease until thirty-three days had elapsed. 
Punishment for his negligence was therefore inilicted in order to please the Consul, and 
to insure in future the better protection of British goods.” 





of the matter, I should be glad to kuow if there is any 









by the n ailinission was made 





ir, 
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[8845] No. 92. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Spring-Rice. 
(No. 84) 
(fetegraphic.)_P. Foreign Office, February 2, 1906. 

LOAN. We have informed Mr. Grant Dalf, in reply to. his telegram No. 32 of 
yesterday, that our decision to refuse the loan eannot be reconsidered. 

Count Lamsdorff should be informed confidentially of the Persian Government's 
request and of our reply. You should also state that if the Persians make a 
similar application to the Russian Government we shall expect reciprocity on their 

art, 
Biné should the Russian Government, however, consider it for any reason desirablo to 
afford financial assistance to Persia, we aro quite ready to discuss the matter in a 
friendly spirit if they will consult us on the subject. 








[2478] No, 93, 
Sir Edvard Grey to Mr, E, Grant Duff 
(No. 11.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, February 2, 1906. 
THAVE received your despatch No. 267 of the 20th December, 1005, inclosing, 
a despatch from His Majesty's C ral at Ispahan, relative to his recent: v 
to the Baklitiari Chiefs, and his negotintions with them on bohalf of Mr, W. Kd 
and the Concessions Syndicate (Limited), for the exploitation of the oil fields in their 
territories, 
Tapprove the manner in which Mr, Preece conducted these negotiations, in the 
face of consid we learnt with satisfiction of the conclusion 
‘of an Agreement on the subject, 





















Tam, &e, 
igned) EDWARD GREY. 








No. 94, 


(4125 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Ealward Grey.—(Received February 3, 1900.) 





(No, 272.) 

Sir, Tehran, December 23, 1905, 
WIP reference to Lord Lansdowne'’s telegram of the Lsth ultimo, J have the 

honour to transmit herewith a copy of an interesting Report, drawn up by Colonel 

Douglas, Military 6 at His Majesty's Legation, regarding the road now being 

constructed from Kazvin to lan 

‘A detailed Report on the same subject will be sent in duo course to the Military 






















Intelligenee Branch at Caleut 


T haye, &e, 
(Signed) EVELYN GRAND DUET. 


Tnelosure 1 in No. {i4. 





stenant-Colonel Douglas to Mr. E. Grant Duff 
(No, 38) 
Sir, Tehran, December 20, 1905, 

I HAVE the honour fo transmit Jierewith a general Report, accompanied by a 
sketch, on the newly constructed road from Kazvin to Hamadan, over which 1 
travelled at the end of last month. 

Tam also sending direct to the Intelligence Branch in India a detailed Report, 
suitable for incorporation in the Persian Route Book, 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) 7 J, A. DOUGHAS, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Military Attaché, 












































Inclosure 2 in No, 94. 


Report on the New Road from Kasvin to Hamadan, 





PILE rond is not yet. completed, its present state being as follow: 
Mhe roadway is made throughout; bridges and culverts are finished, with the 
exception of those over the Mikeya Chai, near the village of Rezan, and over the 
rat Absi-Garm§ for about 30 miles fromthe Kivavin end the metal is 
now being laid, and there are thre amadan end the 
rond is made for about 3 miles out of dik cil other 
iniles, and two light rollers, drawn hy horses, are working. there; elserhiere loose 
metal is lying over half the track, the other lialf being left free for tra fic, and stones 
‘ave collectei in heap tiessides of the road ready to be laid's the post-houses 
all built, but do wlow frames are not yet finished. 
‘The bridge over the Mikeya Choi is appronchiig completion, aud should be ready 
by the end of this month; ths unm has tivice already been carried ai ay 
sudden floods—onee while in process of construction and once when finished ; 
AURA MOE ULE rasa Mean ae wrainigrem ona ya 
later, on tlie Ath December, the workmen had deserted en masse and work was at 
‘astandstill, Twas told that ten more horse-rollers were being sent from Russia, but 
i will probably be at least 2 year before the metal is all lid and the rod ready 
to take heavy trai 
‘Dhe total distances 
thy following stages: 














































from Kaz} 





in to Hamada 





145 miles, and it is divided into 








| Distasen in 
Miles, 








1, Kohn 0 Kahik 
Reshnk to Nohvan 








AK Bula to 





anilan 











At each of these stages is a postshouse, substantial 
containing four rooms for the ecommodation. of tr 
stables, and outshonsese When finished the witlth of th 
0 teers wiih of motalled portion, 15 
nutty his been 4 dig tywo dite! 
Doing Uilized to make a raised x 
passed irough the diteli 
and intmorous sinall bridges 
water, In the move hilly parts th 
aire eloser together (2% feet to 80 fect), the road 
chtont of the hillsides there is a ditels on one 
‘As far as Nalivand (37 miles) the road is practi 
Hine Deen avoided as mul as possible, but there is a good deal between 
tod Natweh, and this has entailed the construction of many stall hridg 
culverts, Brom Nalivand to Hisar the ground is undulating, anda good deal of 
cutting ant oi x lias hoon done to level the t 
of the Kara Sit Riveris anid tho road keeps up the left hank of the stream to 
Als-isGiarm, thien crosses it, and thence to Aveh post-house follows elose along the lett 
bank of the oh Chai—n stream which flows between low hills. joining the Kara Su 
just below ALi-Garm, ‘This is all gradual aseent, the total rise from Hisar fo Avel 
post-house heing aout 1,100 feet in 24 miles; there are many slight ups and down 
Init uo steep wradient 
‘At Aveh post-house the road len 
aseoud steoply to the top of the pa 









built of brick or stone, 
Hlers, with carriage sheds, 
roadway throughout will b 
feet. ‘The method of const i 
to 10 fe 
n the contr. 
oper ani the rondway corres) 
rts have boen male to carey itrigationt 
is similar, but the ditches 
nid where the track: 






















































































es the valley of the stream, and commences to 
; the ascent in the first mile, to Aveh village, is 
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350 feet, then, more gradual, the total rise to the top being 1,550 fect in 6 miles. On 
the south side the roxd follows a small stream which flows down from the pass, 
descending about 1,000 fect in the first 10 miles; the ground is somewhat undulating, 
and there are mauy sliort rises daring the descent, but no severe gradients, 2 miles 
Deyond Manian an open plain, sloping gently southwards to the Ikara Chai River, is 
entered, and the road runs across it ina general direction a Tittle to the west of south for 
the n miles; when rounding a low isolated range known as the Kuh-i-Talcht, it 
arply westwards and goes up the valley of the Kara Chai to Kurajan, 
ier on. the latter part being mostly through cultivation, Crossing. the 
ge of Kurujan it again rises over the lower spurs of a range of 
s to the south, the rise being 850 feet in the first 5 miles from tho bridge ; it then 
in gradually for the next 10 miles, when the river is again crossed highor 

up. From this 

trough culti 
iene are four] 


(i) Over the Kara Suat Ab-i-Garm. (Not yet built.) ‘This will he of stone 
throughout, three arches each of 46} feet span ; foul length of bridgo 182 feet. 
(ii) Over the Arvan Chai, near Yurchi, Similar in construction to tat at 
am thre of alt 35 feot spans (otal Iongth 147 fect. 
Over the Mikeya Chai, nor Rezan. Stone, three arches of 24 feot. span 5 


(iv.) Over ra Chai, below Kuru! k on stone foundations, five 
arches of 24 feet span; total length 175 fect 

gain crosses this river, 7 miles from Hamadan, the old Persian 

ces, Ins been utilized. 
asl is erossod ya. sino out: 
th many small. sing and 
appear > be well and soliily constructed and eapable of 
Tn somo paris, ly inthe low hills in the river yalley 

used to carry off the surfuco drains 

onstructi iges, post-Hioiises, anil masonry work generally has nearly. 
all been done by Greck eoutractors, an the workmen employed Tor the stone work 


3 milos) the new road follows generally tlie 


line of the oll Persian road. old road goos off in a south- 


westerly ditection,. antl, heat 
southwards to Hainatan, the two roads uniting again 8 mile 
is diffioult to understand why this now alignment was chosen, a8 in point of di 
the two. m to he almost ivally ne, and though the olil road crosse: 
slight rise by the Kul-iTaklit, this is moro thin compensated for by its: enti 
savnidaiice of the low yur traversed by the new road on the south’ side of the 
river, Possibly by Keoping to a less thickly-populated district a certain amount of 
ou Dut the result ¢ Hotween Hamdan and Rezan caravans 
Koop entirely to the old line, which | anting at present on the 
Russian roa, of possessi vanserais, Whore accommodation, 
forthe night‘can be founds his is iw fact ono. of the great dnuwbioks to the now 
Foul, as in the whole distance of 43 miles from Rezan to where the old road is rej 
ibis ouly at Ruan and the fow villages near it that shelter can be obtained without 
going some way olf the track. 

je rates of toll levied are;— 


Ror a loaded fiorse, mule, or camel, 4 krans. 
For a loaded donkey, 2} krans. 
ravans which have eoine from Resht and have already paid toll between th 
iu are allowed ang , the total toll taken from Resht to Jtamadan 
rans, At present the trafli is very small, and during the ten days 1 was 
fon the road, going and returning, 1 did not’ sce more than 300 to 400 camels, and 
perhaps an equal number of mules and donkeys, ‘These were almost all from Resht, 
and earvied chiefly kerosene ofl and sugar; bit many caravans from Resht, go by 
another, though dificult, road which keeps further to the west and comes into the 
Safid Rud Valley below Yuzbashi Chai, 
lire are three toll-Liouses on the road, one about 6} miles out of Kazvin, one 
13] 
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at the village of Sultan Bulak near the top of the pas 
town of Hamadan, The first and last are easily avoided, and their takings must be 
practically nil; but the toll-house at Sultan Bulak must be passed by any one usi 
the road, and the keeper of this told me that his ‘at present amounted 
to from 5,000 to 8,000 krans a-month. I was unable to obtain. any precise informa- 
i tion as to what the road has cost so far, but the EnzeliVehran Road Company, 
whieh has , issued for the purpose additional shares to the nominal value of 
i 2,000,000 roubles (200,002). Under these circumstances it is difficult to see how 
the road can be anything but « losing speculation, at any rate for some time to com: 
Probably when completed, it will attract a certain amount of fourgon traffic, and 
there is'a talk of introducing motor cars on this as on other Russian roads, but in 
i hoilh eases the s rudicnt from Aveh post-house to the top of the pass must limit 
the weight they will be able to « sail to collect in drifts on the south 
side of “the pass, completely blocking for some weeks during the winter, and a 
Russian informant told me that last year fifteen men ani many animals perished 
there fron exposure 
Twas informed by the engineer in charge of the road that there is no intention 
of introducing a postal service along it at present. He also told me that there is a 
project for making another branch from Nahvant to Yuzbashi Chai on the Resht~ 
road, but this is not likely to be realized 
the above Report and reference to the section of 
skoloh,® it will be evident that it has not eon made with 
it into a mailway; but in all prob 
! on 
f (Signed) J.-A, DOUGLAS, Liewtenant-Colonel, 
Military Attaché, 





anid a third just outside the 
















































road on the attached 
y intention of converting 
Cyentually be introduced 








‘Teiran, December 20, 1905, 





; (4126) No. 05. 
Mr, E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 3, 1906.) 
(io 205) 


Si 


1905. 


t, I have the honour to 


‘Tehran, December 2 

“WAI reforence to my despatch No, 259 of the Sth ins 
transmit herewith translation of a note from the Persian ( 
Neon sont to the authorities of Seistan to 
f unt of the 

















} Hane agtiinUL ne AER Ma 
mission. 





vo instructed Captain Maepliorson to report to me when the Deputy Governor 
cdl out tho Mushir-ed-Dowleh's instructions 








| Tnclosure in No. 95. 


Mushirced-Dowleh to Mr. B, Grant Duff. 

} (Translation.) December 23, 1905. 
1 HAVE reesived your note of ile 30th ultimo respecting the buildings at Kubak. 

As Lliaye already informed you verbally, the proper authorities have been instructed 

by telegraph to take steps. 











* Not produced 





































[4127] 
Mr. E, Grant Duff lo Sir Edieard Grey—(Received February 3, 1906.) 
274) 





Tehran, December 27, 1905. 
telegram No. 172 of the 11th instant, 1 Haye the hono 
Acting Consul-enoral 


dan official con 


" WITIT reference to x 
report that His Majesty's 
instant that he had r 





to. 
‘ubreez informed me on the 9th 











nunieation from the I 









inclosing a “Dast Kliatt,” given with the Shalt's consent, by the Vali 
Majid-es-Sultanch permission to proceed to Tiflis, and promising security to his people 





and proper 
ie V 

hore, 50 th 
Thave x 


ment warn 





Les Sultanch’s departure from 

is at length settled, 

ceived a letter from the M vi auch, thanking His Majesty's Govern- 

y for the protection afforded to him, 
Thave, & 

neil) 

















LYN GRANT DURE. 





(4129) No. 


: Tokran, December 28, 1905. 

T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a communication which 1 
© received from Lieutenant-Colonel J. A, Douglas, Military Attaché at this 
Legation, regarding the Cossack Brigade, 

Tavould draw your special attention to the views of Colonel ‘Tehernozouboff as to 
the attitude his men are likely to assume in case of a popular rising. 
T have, te. 
(Signed) EVEL 


















YN GRANT DUER, 





No. 97. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Douglas to Mr. B, Gront Duff 
Tehran, Decenber 27, 1905, 


that in several conversations 
amanding the Cossack Brigad 








vhich T have lately had with the Russian Office ig 
oniel ‘ehemozouibolT has spoken very openly about the stato of his command, wh 
is, from his point of view, nitly unsatisfiictory. 

‘The total budget of this brigade amounts to 100,000 tomans (about: 50,0001) per 
annum, of which 60,000 tomaus goes in pensions. ‘The whole sn is handed over to 
the Oficer Commanding the brigade, and no accounts are asked for or given. In 
former years the money has always been regularly paid, but now Colonel 'cherno- 
zoulioit tells me that he has great difficulty in getting it from the Persian Government, 
whio owe him at present $0,000 tomans (13,5000, 
over 69,000 tomans (10,0002) from the Russian and English Banks on his personal 
security. 

Tt has always been the custom to allow a proportion of the men of the bri 
go away on furlongh during the winter, paying thom at a reduc 
Unusually large number are absent, and the total strens 
about 200 infantry and a little ove 
three so-called regiments of cavalry and two bat 

Tn addition to these @ certain number of the men on furlough are resident in 
Teliran, and could be called out, if necessary; but I doubt whether, under any 

ircumstanees, the brigade could now muster miore than from 500, to 600 men. 
Talso asked Colonel Tehernozouboi how far his men could be trusted to oppose a 
popular rising, should such take place, ani he fully confirms me in the view I have 
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‘ulways held—that in case of an appeal to their religious feelin: 
berelied on. Tn fact, he gave me plainly 
ona mob accompanied (as in ease of 
be) by mol 


heir rel they could not 
s his opinion that they would refuse to fi 
sanized demonstration it would cert 









Thave, ke, 
Signed) J, A, DOUGLAS, Lieutenant: Colonel, 
Military Attaché, 





(4130) 





Mr, B. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey—(Received Februar 


77.) 





1908.) 






Tehran, December 
nt T had thi 





1905. 
honour to draw your 
sia should the pre 





IN my telexram No. 179 of the 22nd 
attention to the possibility of disturbs 
stato of Russia continue to exist, 

As you ate well aware, the weakness of the Central Government in Persia is 
ineroasing, During the last year there have heen riots in Meshed, Shi 
i of disorder ree during the mutum only kept in 


Korman, dnd an. outhres 
cheek by the ability of the Actin: yor-General of AZ 
it Is now in power, 



























who. is one of thy few 
Iti 





rnished to Tis Majesty’ 
Sir. tL ‘andl myse 
inva state of chronic rebellion, while: ¢ 
pruetically all the sonthem roads, hi 
As Uhl the honour to report 
was tently: riot in Rehm, no 
Governor of the town, but really to protist 
mand Visio, Most of the prominent Mug 
Of the poople, and are at present in sancti 
mfles to the south of the town. The: 
and the Mushired-Dowleh fo treat 
to their Homes and grossly insulted U 









flourishes practically unchecked, 
n No, 17% of the 138th instant, there 
inst the Ali-ed-Dowlch, the 
misgovernment of the Shab 
Is of eliran openly took the 
Hh Alidul Axim, a shtine about 
week sent the Minister of thie Court 
lis, hut the latter refused to return. 






























1, ‘Phe removal fiom office of the Grand Vizior ant the 
to the SI 
af represent 


stl Of M,N 


fovernor of Teliran, 
by the humblost of his subjects 

ion OF the poop! 
iis horde 









Castoms off 








Thiave not hoard yet w 
rather peremptory deniand 

It is quite certain that the progress of events in Russia is being close 
and eagerly discussed all over Persia, sand, jud 
eon put tonward by the mollahs, it woul 
eon produced, and hit the: mon 
‘onside the possibilit 

Alttiough there is at present widespre 
disturbances, there is, as far as Lam aware, 
oxisting Government. ‘The country people ar weil in the dail 
and are soatecustomed to being plimderet and itl-treated by 

thetic, thal for some time to come it is hardly likely tha y Wil 
Hoy emnenh gist f iblished onde i Bat it is different in the towns 
Whe towne Persian, is t, but ob: id by no means stupid. He knows 
that the Russian people trying to obtain their freedom, id that the Russian 
Goverument are in a position’ of great difficulty aud danger, ‘ill lately Russia, 


answer the Persian Government haye returned to these 








ly watched 
by the con'litions staued to have 
appear that a deep impression. has already 
ntelligont sections of the penple unk To 
nt form of Govern: 

nt. Tending constantly 
d plan for overth 
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certainly in this part of Persia, was synonymous with the summit of earthly power. 
She has now beon beaten by land and at sea by a people whose very existonco was bwo 
ears ago scarcely known in Persia, ‘These facts have, I am convinced, made an 
indelible impression here, and no one can foresee what may be the ultimate result 5 
Dut there is little doubt that the immediate effect has been to remove tho ever present 
fear of a Russian occupation of the northern provinces in caso of a popular rising or 
anti-Christian agitation. 
In these circumstances, as I had the honour to suggest in my telegrams Nos. 179 
and 182 of the 22nd and 27th instant respectively, I think it would bo a wiso 
wreeaution if the question of increasing the Legation Guard were carefully considered, 
Tue importance being atiached to the fact that such a step would irritate the Shah and 
no doubt temporarily increase the difficulties, already great, with which His Majesty's 
Representative at Tehran lias to contend. 
At the same ti sh to make it clear that I do not think Porsians in general 









n the outrages and disturbances inhicrent to such a state, 
Tt should not be lost sight of that. the massacres of Mussulmans in the Caucasus 
haye beyond measure enraged the fanatical element present in all Persian towns, and 
an order from Kerbela and Nejef to. retaliate would certainly be followed by an 
attack on the Armenian quariers. A proportion of the Armenians would almost 
certainly fly to the Legations for protection, and it is impossible to say what might 
then happen if the religious prejudices of the mob were thoroughly aroused, and the 
movement were dirceted or fomented hy popular mollahis or seyeds. I do not believe 
y Persian soldiers would defend Christians against their eountrymen led by mollalis, 
and 1 gather from conversations 1 have had with M, Grube, the 
Russian Financial Agent, and General Schindler, tliat my opinion is generally shared 
by Europeans who know Persia well. I have the honour also to refer you to my 
despateh No. 276 of the 28th instant, containing w report from Colonel Donglas, 
stating that Colonel eliernozouboff, commanding the Cossack Brigade, makes no 
seoret of his distrust of the fidelity of his men in enso of n, popular rising 

Tt would, I think, be impolitic to inereaso the Legation Guard until it becomes 
more apparent what tim matters here aro likely to take, Owing to the secondary rble 
Russiavis for the present compelled to assumo, aid perhaps also to the somewhat strong 
measures [recently felt it my duty to take at Shiraz, 1 am inclined to think that it 
is the general imp Persians in Nelian that Mis Majesty's Government 
‘wish to take the opportunity to adopt. a more for yin this country, At the 
same time th © altitude of the Persian Government can hardly: be much 
worse than it is, and [ presume that His Majesty's Government would not weigh the 
sifoty of British subjects in Tehran and elsewhere against the eapricious: humour of 
an irresponsible and utterly incapable Ruler like the present Shab 

‘As regards further precautions, L think it would be well if Ilis Majesty's Consul- 
neral at Bushire were instructed to draw up a schemo for sending up a small force 
fantry to Tehran with as little delay as possible, should such a step unfortunately 
Decome necessary, It might also be pradent to warn the Adiniral Commanding in the 

ready to send a ship of war to Bushire on receipt of an ur 
telegram from His Majesty’s Representative at this Court, 

‘Tf serious disturbances break out tlicy will probably begin at Tabreez and M 
where the inhabitants are more fanatical’ and less cowardly than © i 
is fairly certain that timely warning of danger would 
tion. Ido not see what ean be done at present to assist His Majesty’s Consuls 
ral at those places, but the proposal of the Government: of India to dispatol 
supply of arms and ainmunition, destined for tho latter Consulnte-General, to the 
Persian fronticr at Kub-ieMalek Siah (seo their telegram of the 18th instant) appears 
to me unobjectionable. 

‘The difficulty of taking effective stops to protect Europeans, and still more 
Armenians, ja, in ease of real danger, is great. ‘The distances are cnormous ; 
there is, with Russia in its present condition, no vay of escape toa place of safety, and 
tlie means of transport are wretched in the extreme. All that I think ean at prese 
be done is to have a small force ready for an emergency, and. to wait till events here 
show to ae wwhiat is likely to happen in the near future, é 
(161s) y 
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I shall, it is hardly necessary to say, keep His Majesty's Government carefully 
informed of any fresh developments, 
Thaye, &e. 


Gigned) 






ELYN GRANT DUFF. 





[4133] No, 99. 
Mr, B, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey —(Received February 3, 1906.) 





No. 280.) 
it Tehran, December 30, 1905 
IN my despatches Nos. 7 and 254 of the Ist November and 3rd December 
respectively I had the honour to draw the Marquess of Lansdowne’s attention to the 
anarchy prevailing in Shiraz, and generally in the Province of Fars, 

Thave the honour to report tliat the situati 8 continues most unsatisfac- 
tory, and matters liave now culminated in a lengthy telegram embo 

wanices sent by the people of Shir to all the "chet i iran. T 
havo the honour to inclose a translation of this telegram, tozether with a copy of the 
note T addressed to the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, transmitting it with the request that his 
ixcelleney would lay it before the Shah, “Tat the same time ‘d His Majesty's 
Jonsutl at Shiva to inform the senders that T lmd received th ication and 
would forward it to the Minister for Hore i 

T pointed out verbally to the Mushir-ed-Dowlch that it was m 
the people of Shiraz should be. ai 
Corps at the Persian Court, His Excellency d that the state of thir 
in Mars was intolerable but ir Makhsns iad been ordered to 
proceed to Shiraz and take the direction of affairs out of the hands of the presont 
Incompetent Deputy Governor. His Excellency had previously sent me a messaxe to 





































st regrettable that 
Diplomatic 









ances before th 



















this effect by his son who added that the present Governor-General, the Prince Shua- 
es-Sultanch, would also be dismnissed from office. 
His Hxeolloney, in reply: ts s to why the people of Shiraz were not at 





‘once informed of the decision of thle Pe 
meh was in Paris, and th 
turn to Porsia und m 
this in the prosent impoverishe: 
ombarrassmien 
As Hil the honour to report in my tees 
rious nature break out in Shiraz, to in 
men, His Majesty's Consut 
forty mi i 
avmeasure unless it becomes ue 


the Shua-e 
nt of his dismissal he might refuse 
y heavy bills on the Persian. ‘Treasury, and 
state of tle public exchequer would cause great 


plied 


sian Government, r 




















rum No. 178, I propose, shoul riots of 
so tho Consular Guard to about tifty 

orms me that he ean place about, 
T shall of couse not take such 











Tnclosure 1 in No, 99, 


Inhabitants of Shiraz to Foreign Representatives at Tehran. 








December 27, 190; 

ellencies are aware, some five years ago His Royal Ih 

es-Sultaneh was Governor of Hrs, and owing to his great oppression there w 

jot here and the Persian Government was obliged to remove | 
1eAppo 
















nts of this provines 
ry avarice he forg 
a more than ever by 

sin the distriets, althoug r tariff came 
‘ummged that no imposition under any name should he 
imposed in the interior of the country. Now contrary to this arrangement, in all 
Villages und districts the Governor is levying taxes, and moreover he has leased out 
forage on theronds, All these measures are detrimental to trade. An amount equal 
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to the Government taxes is extorted from the people by force of arms, blackmail, 
‘oppression, and depredation. For the last fifty days the inhabitants of this city have 
given up business and petitioned through the clergy for the suppression of the existing 
tyranny. Instead of inquiry being made into our complaints, several of our children 
Were killed and wounded by troops by order of the Sardar Akram who is the author of 
all this oppression. We have so far received no satisfactory reply from His Imperial 
Majesty the Shah or the Grand Vizier to our repeated complaints, Tt appears that in 
view of his relationship with the Governor the Grand Vizier does not allow our 
Petitions to reach the Shak 
‘The Persian Government did not allow the former Governors, such as the Prince 
Firman Firma, Nizam-es-Sultansh, Ala-ed-Dowlch, Nizam-ul-Mulk, and Asaf-cd- 
Dowleh who were good to the people and whose: intention was to make this provinee 
prosperous, to remain here more than six months or a year and they were xeealled 
without any reason, but now although the people are tired of the tyrammy and 
sion of the present Governor, no attention is paid to our repeated telegraphic petitions. 
Te appears that they do not reach their high destination, 
U ntatives of the friendly Power 
vances, and to put an end to this unlimited 
ble. We have two alternative re 
t. Governor-General and replace 
yy pure 





















der these cireumstances we request the Repr 
nform the Persian Government of our gi 
sion by any means Hey consider adv 
the Government may either remove the pres 
one of the former Governors, or they mi 
property, so that we may Tea 
A teply is requested. 















im. by 
cour movable and immovable: 
this provinee and seck a livelihood elsewhere. 











Tnclosure 2 in No, 99, 
Mr. E. Grant Duff to Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 


Tehran, December 28, 1908, 

ally on the 27th instant, 
ed a telegram from the 
st the Shua-es-Siltanch and his 


AS T hind the honour to inform your 
in common with other Heads of Missions at ‘Tehran have 
people of Shiraz embodying their grievances agai 
incapable and tyran 5 the Serdar Akram 

Li 4 copy of this telegram for your 
submission to Mis Majesty the Shah, 

Thave, as you are nivare, repeatedly duri 

tions fo the Pers 





lene 


















Excelleney's information and for 








tho last few months made friendly 








ropres Government regarding the anarely which has la 
been permitted rs, and the injury thereby caused to British interests 
that provi 











e fact that the people of one of the lars 
Should, in order to obtain common justice, be oblixed to lay their grievances before the 
whole of the Corps Diplomatique at th jesty the Shahi appears to me 
sufliciont proof, if further proof were wanting, that some reform of the Administration 
of Kats isurgently necessary. 

T understood! yesterday that your Excellency would lose no time in bringing a 
copy of thie inclosod telegram to’ His Majesty the Sliah’s notice, and L trust that 
immediate steps may be taken to remedy'a state of affairs which constitutes a real 
danger to the State and which is viewed with great regret by all who lave the 
welfare of Persia at heart, 


est and inost celebrated Porsian towns 


























(4136) No. 100, 
Mr. E. Grant Du) to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received February 3 


281.) 








1906.) 






rr, Tehran, December 31, 1905, 


sdowne’s telegram No. 89 of the 
er, Ihave the honour to transinit herewith a list of the robberies direetly 
ish interests whi deen brought to the notiee of His Majesty's 
ig the Jast two years as llaving taken phice on the roads in the Province 


“WITH reference to the Marquess. of La 
20th Nove 











© Not printed. 
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‘The list of course only includes those casos which have formed the subject of 
claims submitted for settlement to His Majesty's Consular officers, and it is impossible 
to say whether it includes all, or even a fair proportion, of the damage suffered by British 
iradors, since losses of British goods imported by Persian merchants are not included, 
and itis impossible to obtain any estimate of their extent. 

With regard to the question raised by Lord Lansdowne as to the nationality of the 
owners of the caravans robbed, I have tho honour to inform you that, so far as T have 
been able to ascertain, it is the iniversal custom in this country to employ Pt 
caravans. From this it will be obvious to you that the instances of robbery enum 
in the inelosed list, referring only to goods which are actually British owned, represent 
only a small proportion of the robberies actually committed. 

rd Lansdowne, in his telegram above referred to, instructs me to demand com- 
pensation from the local authorities for goods stolen from British-owned caravans, but 
Fyvould point out that it has always been the custom in this country to base such 
yands on tho ownership of the goods and not of that of the caravan which carries 
tein, tion has been demanded in all eases of actual road robbery enumerated 
and has in some eases been paid, At the same time you will readily 
stand that te mere fact of compensation being paid in isolated eases by no me 
makes up for the dislocation of trude ¢ by the general insecurity of the roads in 
tho southorn provinces. In gauging the situation it should not be forgotten that the 
robberies hero enumerated are ouly those of British-owned ood, a small 
ction of the grand total, and that the loss of a few Dales of cloth or loads of sugar by: 
io means represents the extent of injury done to British. t is the gonoral 
ingecurity ef trafic, of whieh the specitic cases of robbery he only minor 
iden ly alfects our interests by raising the charge 
ostortionate proportions, and making local merebants fight shy of givi 
to the certainty of long delay in receiving their goods, if indeed, they are: 
Thavo di last tivo yours myself lost one whole consigninent of wine, 
poxes containing a large proportion of my plate arrived filled with stones. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) VE 
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|YN GRANT DURF. 








(4137) No. 101 
Mp. B, Grant Duff to Sie Edward Grey—(I 





fred February %,) 
(No, 1.) 





‘ Tehran, Janwory 1, 1 
WIPE reference to my despatch to the Marquess of Lansdow: 
of the Ath ultino, 1 have’ the honour to inclose eoxrespondence re 
Urmi ease, 
Owing to the receipt on the 10th instant of two un 



























Mr, Wratislaw (see inclosures), E suggested to the United 
reed, that the time had come to address joint note to the Persian 
ema lequate steps be taken to arres 





i 
of complicity in the murder of Mx, Labaree and the attack on Captain ‘Goug 
accordingly addressed a communication to the Mushir-ed-Dowleh,, who has as yet 
no repily. 

LU youd: appenr trom My. Wratislay’s subsequent tel 
prospect of an expedition being dispatched against the 1 
present, Eyather, no definite measures have been taken, and the case remains in its 
usual unsatisfactory condition. 

Yout will see froin the notes addressed} 
ed-Dowlol on the Lith instant that the B 
y. the ing i on the plea that any operations 


rams that there is some 











Mr. Pearson and myself to the Mushire 
in Government lave heen attemptin: 
‘inst the Kurd 









complicate the negotintions at present in progress to induce the Ottoman Government 
to withdraw their roops trom Vazneh and Lal Both the United States’ Minister 





and myself regard this plea as a mere trick on the part of the Persian Government 
still further to procrastinate and delay settling cases which have already beew oi 
standing far too long. 

‘Mr. Pearson and T have to-day arranged that, unless steps to arrest the suspected 
Rurds arv taken by the end of this week, we shall call on the Grand Vizier together 
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and inform His Highness that in case of further delay we shall ask for an audience 
and Jay the matter before the Shah. 
T trust, if it becomes necessary, this action will meet with your approval, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUET, 


Inclosure 1 in No, 101. 


Consul-General Wratistaw to Mr, E. Grant Duff 









. 48, Confidential.) 
Urmi, November 25, 1905, 

I HAVE the honour to report that Mirza Bagher Khan, acting on instructions at 
Ienath received from Tehran, has caused notices to be posted up in Urmi calling on 
persons who can give evidence in the Labaree case to come forward freely, and 
assuring them of the protection of the Persian Government in caso they do se. Mirza 
Baglier Khan, however, himself acknowledges that the Persian Government is unable 
to give cflicient protection to witnesses who reside in the Kurdish villages, and I do 
not anticipate that his announcement will have any effect. 

As I have already reported by telegraph, the Valiahd recently sent his Aide-de- 
camp, Riza Khan, grandson of the Vali of Urmi, to try to induce the accused Kurds to 
surrender and stand theie trial, Ho was for two days in Dasht, but L wnderstand that 
he failed in his object. It is understood that the Valiahd will send another emissary 
on the sime mission, who may possibly be more successful, ‘Riza Khan is not 
person likely to have much weight with the Kurds or any one else, being a comely 
Fouth who, five years ago, was caried off from Ulem! by the Valiahd to live 4 
ft Tabreez, 

‘alialid to all appearances is really desirous of} 




















































































ing the Kurds to Urmi 
rashid, not condemned, though, 
with the fate of Jafer Agha fresh they hesitate to put any faith in 
i ces, uation is complicated by the jealousy of Mir 
nized as the leading Chief amongst the Bogaulé, for Gurghin 
jan Government are inclined to patronize, ‘ho’ latter has 
nnilertaken to bring the accuse Kurds in, and Mir Haji Beg is doing his best: 
to prevent it, with the idea of getting Gurghin into trouble, If, however, the Persian 
Government, or rather the Vatinhd, insist, I imagine that they will eventually be 
forced fo surrender, as in the winter time their escape is quite ent off, and Shi 
is district, But they are likely to 
my stay in Urmi will be vory 




































protracted, 
Both Mir Haji Beg and Gurghin Beg have recently wri 
liere protesting the innocence of the Begzadé, and 1 myself recived a letter to 
the same effect, signed by seven other leading men, ‘Tliey are evidently vory mueh 
perturbed, and might, I think, Haye been induced to come to a compromise, in the 
previously reported, bad the United States’ Minister been willing to 
sanction such a solution of the difficulty. As my only object in meeting Gurghin was 
to effect an arrangement, I thought hetter to decline to seo him, as there was always a 
risk, though I personally considered it infinitesimal, that the precautions I could take 
hery might prove ineffectual. I have, iowever, left the door open for 

Surther negotiations should he desire thom. 
Mirza Bagher Khan has informed me that Fathullahy Beg is dead, T have heard 
e report from other sources, but I have told Bagher that I shall require very 
proof of so timely a de 
With regard to the attack on C 


fen to the missionaries 















































supposed to haye been the work 
nity at the time. ‘Tamar Beg ison 
with the other Bogzadé, and 1 
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ihnt from Tehran ty he more cautious in his utterances. He sea! 
about his own position, and talks feelinal 
the end of his carcer. 


rather anxious 
of his desire not to soil his white beard at 






T have, &e. 
(Signed) A. ©. WRATISLAW. 





Tnelosure 2 in No. 101. 


Gonsul-General Wratislaw to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 





(Telegrap! Urn, December 5, 1905. 
‘MIE second emissary sent by the Valiahd returned to-day, having met with a 
efusal from the Kurds to Sun ‘Shey have sent in an application to the 
on and intervention. T understand that 
answer in three dai 
Tn view of these fresh complications I should be glad if you would furnish me 
with instructions. 
















Tnelosure 8 in No. 101. 





Consul-General Wratislaw to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 





Pelographi Unni 
NUE Valiahil sent a telegram to the Kurds last night to t 
ad conside 


Decenber 7, 
fect that | 
tion for them, but that it they did not at once sure 
I would not be at all to their Liki 
ins to hoth the Mushir-ed- 
ood of the Kurds making a 


105. 






ender he would 


i 
take strong measures, w 

Bagher Khan informs mo. that I 
Dowleh and the Valiakd stating that the 
peaceable surrender 














Dhe Kurds, in order, 1 prostime, to show their solid 
Heuder, whieh lies only 6 aniles from Urm 





haye come in foree to 











Inclosure 4 in No. 101, 


Mr. E, Grant Duff to Mr. Pearson. 





Tehray 
nour to transinit herewith eopies of two 
Consul-Gonoral at Urmi x 


December 10, 1905. 
rams just received 
ning the present attitude of the 





TITAVE the b 
from lis Majest, 
Kurds, 

1 desire to call your special attention to the 
Russian Viee-Consul at Urmi for his inte 
demonstration near Usiai, 














lication of the Kurds to the 
ention, and to their threatening 








T lave, &e. 
(Signed) B. GRANT DUFF, 











Inclosure in No. 101. 


Mr, Pearson and Mr. E. Grant Duff to Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 





Your Excellency, Tehran, December 11, 1905. 

WE, the Undersigned, have the honour to inform you that Mr, Wrutislaw, His 
Britannic Majesty’s Consul-General at Tabreez, who is also representing the interests 
of the United Slates’ zecbaijan, has telegraphed to say that the 
Kurds suspected of complicity in the murder of Mr. Labaree and in the attack on 
Captain Gough positively refuse to obey the orders of His Tmperial Highness the 
Valiahd to come to stand their trial at Urmi, Mr, Wratislay further states that the 
Kurds haye collected in force at Bender, near Urn. 

Wo desire to call your Exeulloney's attention to the fact that it is nearly 
two years sinco Mr. Labaree was murdered, and over a year since the attack on 
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Captain Gough, and no punishment has yet been meted ont to the porsons concerned 
in these outrages. It must be clear to your Excellency that this state of things 
cannot be permitted to continue. 

We therefore demand that immediate and adequate stops be taken by the Persian 
Goyernient to arrest the Kurds suspected of complicity in the above crimes, and to 
strengthen the garrison at Urmi in case of an attack on that town. We shall, of 
course, hiold the Persian Government responsible for the safety of Mr. Wratislaw, the 
American missionaries resident at Urmi, and any other subjects or citizens of our 
respective Governments who may be endangered by the state of anarchy which the 
Persian Government permit to continue in that neighbourhood. 

(Signed) R, PEARSON, 
E, GRAND DUER, 



















Tnclosure 6 in No, 101, 


Consul-General Wratislaw to Mr. E. Grant Dufp, 





(No. 82 
(elegraphic.) P. Urini, December 11, 1905, 
T AM confidentially informed by the Governor of Urmi’ that a regiment and 
100 irregular cavalry fiaye been ordered by the Valiahd fo hold themselves. in 
on the Kurds, ‘he Governor meanwhile threatens that he 
refuse to surrende 
co is useless they will probably give way, and, 
it seems unlikely that they will resist an expedition, "It is 
possible, however, that the accused men may endeavour to escape across tho ‘Curkish 
frontier, and Twas asked tonday by the Persian Commissioner what. steps we should 
0, F answered that in that eventuality the matter 
Hhvan. 




























would have to be referred to 4 


Tnclosure 7 in No, 101, 
Mr, E. Grant Duff to Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 


i 

YOU yesterday informed me, in the course of the con 
to have with your Exe 
Persian and Ottoman. 







ohran, December 14, 1905, 


sation Thad the honour 











T lost no time in b 
who agrees with me in 
trial of the Kunis now 








Government and to himself. In these 
take serious steps to hold the promised inqu 
Principal Secretary of State for instructions, 





yy L must tolegraph to Ilis Majesty's 





Inclosure 8 in No, 101, 
Mr. Pearson to Mushir-ed-Doieteh, 
Sir, ber 14, 1905, 
MR. GRANT DUPE, Mis Britannic Majesty's Chargé informs me 
that, on account of the pendency of a boundary question between the Governments of 
sia aud Turkey, your Exeellency insists thit there should be further delay in the 
tial and punishment of the Kurds for murder, 
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T feel obliged earnestly to protest against such a course, and against such a view 
of the case, 1 fail utterly to see any connection between the punishment for murder 
of certain Persian subjects and the settlement of a boundary question which has been 
in dispute for half a century, and which may remain unsolved for an indefinite period 
in the future. 

here is no dispute about the nationality or the locality of the Kurds, and I join 
heartily with His Britannic Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires in protesting against the 
interjection of irrelevant matters. 

Tayail, &e, 
(Signed) R. PEARS 








Tuclosure 9 in No. 101. 


Consul-General Wratislaw to Mr. B, Grant Di 





(No, 83.) 
(Telegraph Urmi, December 14, 1905. 

I se 5 are being left for a few days in suspense so that thie Salar 
may be still further squeezed, Dasht belongs to him. and he has been informed that 
unless he produces the accused Kurds his property will bo confiseated. 

Thaye just received your telegram of the 12th December. ‘The Kurds have now 
all gone to th isno danger. Ihave received a message from Mir 
to which I do not propose to send any reply, saying that the Kurds will not 
unless T give them a guarantec 

attempt was made by friends of the Urmi Mullah to start a viot in tl 
bazaar, anil all the shops were shut; but the Governor, who is quite a reliable official, 
vent to the bazaar at once and prevented any further disturbance, ing on the 

of the shops. 














surrende 















Inclosure 10 in No, 101. 


Consil-General Wratislaw lo Mr, H. Grant Di 








i Unmi, December 18, 1905. 
ow informed by Bagher Klin that his instructions do not extend to a 
general inquity into the Labarce murder, but only authorize hi eas to the 
guilt or innocence of coxtain Kurds, who are specified, Ef the inquiry should resuit in 
their acquittal, he has no instructions to take any further steps. Tn‘our conversations 
he frequontly refers to an Agr ved af between the Mushired-Dowleh and 
the Am cused. It is possible that the 
used on the information whieh L supplied, but neither of these documents lias been 
communicated tome, I would suggest that copios of all documents relating to the 
caso should he forwarded to me by tlie Ameriean Legation. 

‘The whole ease seems to he at w standstill for the present, save for the fact that 
the Governor ‘assures me that he is still endeavouring to entice the Kurds by false 
promises and threats, 


























Inclosure 11 in No. 101. 





Mr. E. Grant Duff to Mr. Pearson, 
Sin, Tehran, December 19, 1905. 
T HAVE the*honour to transmit herewith paraplrases ef two telegrams from 









Mr, Weatislaw, from which it would appear that no progress has been mado with the 
inquiry at Urn 

1 propose to call on you at 6 pat. to-day to discuss the matter, on, if it is more 
convenient, would you kindly come to the Chancery of this Legation to-morrow 
morning at about 11 Ast, ? 








Thave, &, 
(Signed) BE. GRANT DUEF. 
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Inclosure 12 in No, 101. 


Mr, Pearson to Mr, E. Grant Duff. 










Dear Mr, Grant Duff, American Legation, Tehran, Derember 21, 1905, 
IN compliance with your request, I beg to inclose copies of terms of Agreement 
between the American and Persian Governments in relation to the Labaree murder, 
Very sincerely yours, 
(Signed) —“R. PEARSON. 



















Inclosure 13 in No. 101. 


Agreement. 





In the matter of the murder of Benjamin W. Labaree, an American citizen ; 


THE Persian Government having agreed to the demands of the American 
Government requiring :— 


1, The imprisonment for life of Mir Ghaffar, the prineipal murderer ; 
2; The arrest and punishment, according to the measure of their guilt, of his 
accomplices in the murder ; 
8, The payment in cash, for the benefit of the widow and orphans of the deceased, 
of an indemnity in the sum of 50,000 dollars gold ; 















And the Pre: 
similar cx 


lent of the United States, desiring to sot a salutary example to 
nes, rather than to exact harsh and inconvenient terms of the 


























ditions :— 


1, If Mir Ghaffar shall be permitted to escape from prison by the nogligence or 
connivance of Persian officials; 

2. Or if the leading accom sly identifed as pastcipants in the 
crime, and being within the jurisdiction of Persia, shall not haye heen captured and 
punished, according to the measure of thieir guilt, before the 9th March, 1906; 

3. Orif the amount of the indemnity or any part. thereof shall he levied by any. 
special tax, or by olher device or pretest extetad from the Christin population 
residing in Urmi or elsewhere in Persia, then, and in any suc so antich of the 
indemnity as is hereby remitted—to wit, the sim of 20,000 dollars—shall immediately 
decome due and payable, just as if no rduction hiad been made in the total amount 
conceded by the Persian Gov the purpose and intent of both 

vernmenis, in concluding this form of settlement, to prevent as far as possible the 
reourrence of similar crimes, 






































Tehran, November 20, 1904, 


Inclosure 14 in No. 101, 


Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Mr. Pearson 
















Your Excellency, Ministry for Foreign Affairs, January 3, 1900, 

I HAVE “considered the draft Memorandum, containing the conditions: for 
bringing to a conclusion the case of the murder of Mr. Labaree, which you presented 
tonne several days ago, - 

In onler t6 setile the question of the indemnity of 30,000 dollars which the 
Government of the United States hias demanded for the support of the widow and 
orphans of Mr. Labaree, I haye now to place in your hands a draft un the Imperial 
Bank for this amount, 

{aeis} QA 
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‘With regard to the imprisonment of Mir Ghaffar and the punishment of the 
persons implicated with him in the crime, the Persian Government will, after the 
necessary inquiries in accordance with the draft Memorandum, keep Mir Ghaffar in 
perpetual confinement, 

_ With respect to the other persons implicated in this murder, whoever of them shall 
be found svithin the Government and jurisdiction of Persia shall by the 9th March, 
1906, be arrested and brought to trial, and punished aceonting to the measure of thoi 
With reference to the demand which you had written, that the sum of the 
indemnity to he paid to the heirs of the late Mr. Labarce, the Persian Government 
should not, cither as a tax, or on any other pretext, collect it from the Christians 
resident in Urmi, T heg to acquaint your Excellency that the Persian Government 
never had and has not thought of taking this sum by foree from persons innocent of 
the crime. But it is evident that should it be proved that Christians were implicated 


in this murder they will not he exeinpt from punishment which the necessities of 
justice may demand, 





























I take, &e, 
(Sealed) Mushir-ed-Dowlch (Minister for Foreign 
Affi : 








Tnclosure 15 in No, 101, 


Names of Accomplices in the Labaree Murder Case. 


SAIDI, son of Gehangir Beg, of Anbi. 

‘Vimur Beg, of Khosruki, 

Changis Box, son of Hassan Beg, of Derbend, near to Anbi, 
Mir Mohammad, of Bedre, son of Bahadur Khan Beg. 














Alimad, 

Sohrab, 

Hathi, son of Changis Bog, of Derbend, 

K'sa, son of Iskander, of tle Shakoiks, > Servants of Fathi. 





Mohammad, 






of Derbend, and one of his servants. 
Nulla Beg, of al il a servant, 
‘0 servants of Gurgin Bog, of Aubi. 











Di. Cochrane's List. 


‘the following ave the men hrought to ‘Tehran + 
ny 






Gurgin Khan, 
Kuli Bog. 
Mi Khan Ugli, 





Kader Khan, 
rab Beg, 














Tnelosure 16 in No. 101, 


Cousul-General Wratislaw to Mr. B, Grant Duff. 


(No. 86, Gontdantil) 
‘olegiaphiv.) P. Urmi, Decenber 24, 1905. 

4, ACCORDING to the Governor, the Valiahid has telegraphed that Fathi Sultan 
will Teave Tubreez for Urmi either to-tay or to-morrow with a force of cavalry, and 
that, unless the accused Kurds surrender meanwhile, they will be attacked. ‘The 
Governor further informed me that he has himself been instructed to collect a body 














of Joyal Kurds to co-operate with Rathi Sultan. He liopes that it will not be 





necessary fo use foree, the Kunls having already got wind of the preparations against 
them and showing 1 disposition to negotiate, though the conditions so far offered by 
them are not such as he can accept, 3 

T have not been able to obtain official eontirmation of the report mentioned in 
ny last telogram that the accused Kurds had fled to Turkish territory, but Christians 
from his district maintain that Saidi has got away, az 
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Tnelosure 17 in No. 101. 
Mr. E. Grant Duff to Mr. Pearson. 


Sir, Tehran, December 26, 1905. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Excellency herewith a despatch which I 
have riceived from Mr, Consul-General Wratislaw, at Urmi, reporting. on the present 
state of the Labaree murder inquiry, and also a paraphrase of a telegram which I 
received yesterday from Urmi on the same subject. 

‘With regard to the rumour that the accused Kunds had fled across the ‘Turkish 
frontier, I have the honour to inform you that I telegraphed to His Majesty's 
Ambassador at Constantinople on the 18th December, requesting him to urge tho 
Turkish Government to warn their frontier officials that. the Kurds might 
‘attempt to cross the frontier, and to instruct them to prevent their doing so. I have 
since heen informed from Constantinople that this has been done. 

Thave the honour to request you to return Mr. Wratislaw’s despatch to me when 
done with. 








T have, &e. 
(Signed) E. GRAND DUFF. 





Inclosure 18 in No. 101. 
Mr, Pearson to Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 






American Legation, Tehran, December 29, 1909. 

IN September last your Exeellency notified me that the Kurds accused of the 
murder of Mr. Labareo, and thorefore kept in custody at ‘Yohran, had been ordered 
to Urmi for trial, and’ you asked me who would represent: my Government, at: sti 
trial. 

L replied that the British Chargé d'Affaires, Mr. Grant Duff, hind courteously. 
tendered the services of His Britannic Majesty's Consul-Genoral at ‘Tabreos, and had 
structed him to proceed to Urmi to represent the American Government at the 

trial, 
He has been waitii for this purpose for fully tivo months. 
In the meantime your Commissioner, Bagher Khan, instead of taking the Kurds 
as prisoners to Urmi, set them free on the way. ‘They have not only rofused to 
return and stand trial, but havo openly defied your authority, and threatened the peace 
around Urmi. 
Uniier these circumstances Tam constrained to ask your Excell 


























1, Whether Bagher Khan liberated the accused Kurds by the authority or with 
the knowledge of the Pe enmont ? 
2, Whai effective steps have been taken to reeapture these men 
2 y and positively will your Gove 
hoilies of these men at the place of tr 








It is certain and obvious that my Government would be unwilling to tax 
\efinitely the generosity of the British Government in asking their Consul-General 
to remain away from his post in order to attend a trial which may never take place, 
Bor this reson T have to request a op from your Bxeallency without any avohlle 
delay, so that T may notify the British Logation accordingly, 











Tnelosure 19 in No, 101, 
Mr. E. Grant Duff to Consul-General Wratislaw. 


Sir, ‘Tehran, December 80, 1905. 
I TRANSMIT to you herewith, in compliance with the request contained in your 
telegram No. 84 of the 18th Decomber, a copy of the Agreement between the 
American and Persian Governments in relation to the Labarce murder and the list of 
accomplices in the crime, as supplied to me by the American Minister, 
Tam, &o, 
(Signed) "EB, GRANT DUER, 
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Tnclosure 20 in No, 101. 


Mr. 





1. Grant Duff to Mr. Pearson. 


Sir, Tehran, December 31, 1905. 
THE American Presbyterian Mission at Urmi have forwarded the inclosed 
mossage to you through Mr. Wratislaw. His Majesty’s Consul-General states that he 
had nothing to do with the composition of the said message, the purport of which 
neither he nor T clearly understand, 
I request you to inform me what reply, if any, you would wish returned to the 
Amorican missionaries, 








Thave, &. 
(Signed) E, GRA 





DUFF. 





Tnelosure 21 in No. 101. 


Mexsage from American Mission at Urmi for Mr. Pearson, transmitted by Consul-Generat 
Wratislave, December 80, 1905, 


WHILE recogn 
probability tnt th 
hous 
the 
Ameri 









ig the necessity for the 
Will offer submission on sat 
tout tliat, there heing no one hes 
ians, results will follow involving 

an interests, ie 


inst the Kurds, and the 
ry terms, the American Mission 
authorized to receive such offer except 
reat danger to innocent persons and 














Inclosure 22 in No, 101, 





Mrs Pearson to Mr, B. Grant Duff 








‘an, December $1, 1905. 

i it Urmii, dated the 

wis apparently solf- 
ries to express 





contradict 
their meanii 
satis! 





in pliin 


ni consistent words, and 
inctorily ropes 


nan interests 














14138) No. 102, 

Graut Duff to Six Edward Grey —(Received Februar: 
No.2, Confidential.) 
Sin, 


i ‘Tehran, January 9, 1906. 
WITIL reference to my despatch No. 268 of the oth ultimo, T hve t 
to transmit conespondence regarding the attack on Colonel J. A, Doug 
Captain Lorine ee 

1 revontly: rece 














«a telegiam from His Majesty's Consul at Kermanshah statin 
mire belonging to Captain Lorimer and some mules which formed part of the 
an at the time of the outrage had been recovered, I instructed Captain Gough 
that these animals should be sold, and. th of their sale, L would 
Aexluct the proceeds from the comps thie Persian Government, 
1x0 informed Mushis-ed-Dowlch, who inelosed note, inquiring on what 
ls compensation was claiined by Hs Majesty's Government. L answé 
oerring his Exeelleney to the note address y Sir A. Hardinge to the Persian 
‘overnmnent on the 11th January, 1905, in which the amount of compensation 
Claimed and the views of His Majesty’s Government are very clearly stated. As the 
Peisinn Gov uit show uo disposition to settle our claim, I have the honour to 
ask that T may be furnished with your instructions. Tt would, T venture to thi 
impolitic not to press this ease Nome, Luris isi 
Dorlering on open rebellion, ‘Uhis condition is entirel 


incapacity of a -sucesssion of Pe 

















































due to the utter folly 
overnors. The Salar-ed-Dowlh has recently 





93 


een appointed to succeed the Firman Firma in the Governorship of Luristan, and 
although His Imperial Highness is to the full as stupid, cruel, and ineapable as most 
of the other members of the Kajar tribe, he is, I think, anxious to be on good terms 
with His Majesty's Legation, I know him well, and shall speak to him seriously 
about the state of the province before he leaves Tehran. If pressed, he will perhaps 
at first act with some vigour, and if you see fit to furnish me with a strong message 
to the Persian Government, it is possible that I may be able to effect the arrest and 
punishnient of the remainder of the Mirs implicated in the attack on our officers. 

I hear from a certain source that persons about the Shah’s Court have been 
stating that Colonel Douglas and Captain Lorimer were attacked and wounded by 
their own servants, because they refused to pay their wages. As the author of this 
statement is the Shah’s principal physician, Di. Schneider, P think it all. the more 
necessary to make it clear to the Persian Government that His Majesty's Govern 
ment liye no idea of dropping the case and of foregoing the payment of com- 
pensation. 

It is, Colonel Douglas thinks, probable that an expedition against the Direkwends 
during the winter, when they are in the low hills north of Dizful, would be attended 
with success, and would speedily bring the tribe to terms, 

Thave, &c. 
(Signed) ' EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 102, 


Firman Firma to Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 


November 30, 1905. 
I HAVE reeived your Excollency’s telegram, and as T have already telegraphed 
that I would write by post, I liave thie’ honour to make thie following statements :— 
‘he British Logation stated that they Lave not recognized in the photograph the 
ain the attack on the British oficrs except Mir Khan Khan ‘ho man 
in question is Mir Ghani Khan, and a mistake has 


heen made in the name; ‘he 
nprisoned with the others at Kermanshah. Besides this man, Mir Seyed 
Mohamed Khan and Mir Nezer Ali Khan, who, for certain, wero present on tho 
oveasion, are under arrest, ‘he latter is not in the photograph, tis father, Mir 
Hajji Khan, was arrested, who handed over the son, and, as you nro informed, he thon 
went away. Mir Taimur, brother of Mir Surbeng, is amongst the prisoners, he 
ter was present on the occasion of the attack, but his brother has been arrested, 
Mit Tathad, called by the Legation Mir Atva, diod in teprison hero, and. his body 
ras shown to Dr, Williams, of the British Consulate, and a fow other doctors. Th 
Wy case, five of the culprits have beon with the prisoners, and the remaining seven 
men are most important for the punishment of the rest of the offenders. 1 think T 
have done good service, but I have resigned the Government, of the p 
question, No doubt the Persian Government will take suttable meas! 
matter through the new Governor, aud will send a reply to the representations of the 
British Legation, I have already explained to the Grand Vizier and ropeat to you my 
reasons for resigning the Governorships of Burujird and Luristan. It is on account 
of my health and my family which prevent me from travelling. I hope my re 
tion twill be accepted. 


Tnclosure 2 in No, 102, 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Mushir-ed-Dowleh. 


December 26, 1905: 

THAD the honour to receive the copy of the Firman Firma’s lotter to your 
Excellency of the 80th ultimo on thie subject of the Lurs concerned in the attack on 
Colonel Donglas and Capiain Lorimer, 

Although His Highness’ communication is somewhat vague, and T only imperfectly 
understand its purport, I gather that there are altogether twelve persons in prisoii at 
Kermanshah, viz, five Lurs, who were actually concersed in the outrage, and seven 
others who are indirectly implicated, 

T request that the five Lurs mentioned may be detained in prison, while the 
remaining seven, I would suggest, be used to obtain the surrender of the remainder of 

{usis} 2B 




















of 





the Lurs accused of complicity in the attack. ‘The names of the guilty persons were 
Tong ago forwarded by His Majesty's Legation for the use of the Persian Government. 
T would remind your Excellency that His Highness the Firman Firma promised to 
tike military measures against the Lurs after the harvest, and has up to the present 
failed to carry out his undertaking. As he has apparently resigned the Governorship 
of Luvistan, 1 re your Excellency to inform me who will be deputed by the 
Persisn Government to fulfil the promise made by Tis Highness. 

1 would also call your Excellency’s attention to the fact that over a year has 
alveady clapsed since the outrage on our officers, and no satisfaction has yet been 
olicxed by the Persian Goyernment. In these circumstances I should be obliged for 
an early reply stating what measures it is proposed to take to bring the remaining 
assailants of Colonel Douglas and Captain Lorimer to justice. 


































Tnelosure 8 in No. 102, 


Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 


December 31, 1905, 

ing one mare belonging to 
the ond of your note you 

compensation claimed from the 








1 HAVE revived your note of 1 
Mr, Lorimer and fiye mil 

state that’ “the amount 
Persian Government 





© 19th instant respe 
belonging to the muleteer. 
ill he deducted from the 














nsider it necessary to inquire on what ground th 
ompensation has been claimed, If it is on ‘necount of the attack by Lurs on 
Mr. Lorimer, I beg to inform you that a letter en him in whieh he 















nformed of the state of the road, and that the re bility of injuries done to 
would rest with himsell, and that: the Persian Government would not be x0 
forany compensation, If the claim is about any other matter T know not 
it, and it requires explanation, 











Tnelosure 4 in No, 102. 
Mr. H. Grant Duff'ta Mushired-Dowleh, 


Tehran, January 1, 1906. 

1 HAD the honour to reccive your Exvollency’s note of the 31st ultimo 
aniting the comp Government. on account of 
the attack on Colonel Douglas by Direkwend Lurs in the 
autumn of 190: 

Tn roply, T have the honour to refer you to Sir A. Hardinge’s note to the Persian 
ninent of the Lith January, 1905, whieh clearly states the views of His Majesty's 
verimont in roxard to the outrage committed on'these officers and the amount of 
compensation elvimed from the Government of His Majesty the Shab, 

gather from your Excellence yy tle compensation 
messenger leaving 
































(4139) No. 103, 
aan Mr. i. Grant Duff to Sir Ediward Grey.—(Received February 3.) 
Sir, Tehran, January 3, 1906, 


27th ultimo, U have the ho 
per 


WITH reference to. yo 
ard corvesponcdeni 
éneroachments by te Ottoman troops at Vazneh and in Lahijan 
‘Phe corvespondence whieh ins passed between the Turkish Einbassy here and the 
n Grand Vizier is very longthy and confused, so T thought it best to send you a 
précis of it instead of a coniplete translation. 
Mushir-ed-Dovsleh ingutired verbally why His Majesty’s Ambassador at Constanti- 
nople had recommended t! the Persian Government should agree to a Mixed 


Commission to settle the frontier question without insisting on the withdrawal of the 
Ottoman troops as a prior condition, 


gram No. 07 of t 
the Pe 









our 
nding the alleged 

























I replied that I had no information as to the reasons which had actuated his 
Excellency in making this report to His Majesty's Government. 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 










Inclosure 1 in No. 103, 


Extracts from Correspondence passed between the Persian Government and the Ottoman 
Embassy at Tehran—(Communicated by the Mushir-ed-Dovteh to His Majesty's 
Legation in his Note of December 28, 1905.) 





NOTE from the Ambassador to the Persian Foreign Ofliee, dated the 14th 
November, quoting a telegram from the Porte to the effect that the Vazneh and 
Lahijan question is of no importance and will soon be settled. 

2 Note from the Persian Foreign Offico to. the Ambassador, dated the Gth 
December, 1905, complaining of the delay of the Turkish Government in recalling 
their troops from Vazneh in spite of the above note. 

8, Note, dated the Sth December, 1905, and one without date, addressed by the 
‘Turkish Ambassador to the Persian Grand Vizier, complaining of the Versian military 
demonstration on the frontier, and stating that the Persian Government will he 
responsible for the consequences, 

4, Note from the Persian Grand Vi 




















r to the Ambassador, dated the 11th 
December, 1903, expressing surprise that the Ottoman Government should call the 
measures taken by the Persian Government to protect their frontier acts of aggression, 
Acconting to Article TTL of the Erzeroum Treaty, the frontier disputes betty 

two Governments have not been settled, excopt those connected with M 
Zohal, and that before the conclusion of the ‘Iyeaty in question Lahi 
which are situated cast of Kaleshicon, had been in possession of Pers 












and Vaznel, 
ind Persian, 





tribes. Old buildings also prove this fact. ‘Phe correspondence addressed by the 


‘Vurkish authorities to the Persian tribes, asking thom to hand over the district fo th 
Parks and to become Turkish subjects, is further proof of the district being: in 
possession of the Persian Government, ‘The presence of the ‘Turkish troops on’ the 
frontier has Salek, whose designs are well known to every ono, to 
n to attack the villages in the Urmi district 

in the villages of Scor and Sardik, It is only nad 
et to repulse the eneronehiers, but in onler to protect th 
Lionour of Islam the Persian Government has hitherto prevented them fronv doing 
In order to prevent the Kurds and Persian tribes in Lahijan from crossing the frontier 
the Persian Government has sent some troops with orilers to take every precaution 
until the Ambassador's promise with rogard to the withdrawal of tho Turkish troops 
from the frontier is fulfilled. 

5. Note from the Persian Grand Vizier to the Ambassador, dated the Tit 
Heember, 1905, stating the Persian Government will have no objection to the 

t Conimission for the settlement of the frontier dispute, provided that the Turkish 
tynops are recalled from the frontier beforehand, 

6. Note from the Ambassulor to. the Porsian Grand Vizier, dated the 16th 
ember, 1905, siting that, although there is no doubt as to the ownership of 

ad Lalitjan iu the mind of the Turkish Government, the Porte tas nominnted 
n officials to investigate the aatter, and asks the Persian Government to 
wninate its Delégates. for this purpose, and further sayy that the Otfoman Gor 
ont will not recall their troops because the Persians are concentrating. troops on the 
frontier: 

7. Note from the Grand Vizier to the Turkish Ambassador, dated the 19th 
, 1905, stating that he does not know to which of the arguments put 
forward in his note the Ottoman Government objects, and says that the hest prool as 
to the ownership of the lands by the Persian Government is the correspondence 
aldressed by Ezeat Beg and other Purkish officials to the inhabitants of the district 
question inviting them to beeome Turkish subjects. Another proof is that the 
Persians have been in possession of the distriet for great many years, and that they. 
Have houses and buildings there. 






























































Vaznel 
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Tnelosure 2 in No. 103, 


Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 





(Branslation.) December 26, 1905. 

TSENT you yesterday in an official note copies of the correspondence passed 
between the Persian Grand Viaier and the Turkish Embassy respecting the encroach- 
ment by the Turkish troops on Vaznch and Lahijan, 

Tn view of the importance of the matter, I have now the honour to request you 
to telegraph at once to the British Ambassador at Constantinople to assist the Persian 
Representative, in accordance with the friendship existing between our respective 
Governments, in causing the withdrawal of the ‘Turkish encroachers from Persian 
territory, After the evacuation of the territory in question, the Persian Government 
will have no objection to a mixed inquiry, as it has already promised. 























Tnelosure 8 in No. 103, 
Mr, E. Grant Duff to Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 


Tehran, December 28, 1905, 

$I had the honour to inform you verbally on the 27th instant, I telegraphed 
to His Majesty's Principal Secretary of Stato for Foreign Affairs that the Persian 
Government agreed to the settlement of the Vazneh question by a Mixed Commission, 
provilled that the Ottoman Government first withdray their troops from the disputed 












territory, 
Ts tiavo!fonlny neoslvel a com matntention trom 
ajesty’s Ambassador at Const 
ment would do well to ac 
of the Turkish, tro 


ix Bdward Grey to the effect that 
antinople is strongly of the opinion that the Pe 
spt the proposed arrangement, without stipulat 















(4140) No, 104, 
Mr, Es Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—( Received February 3.) 
Now te) 
Sir, Tehran, January 4, 190 





L HAVE the honour to transmit lierewith the usual summary of events whieh 
Haye occurred in Persia during the past month, 
T have, &e, 





Tnelosure in No. 144. 


Monthly Summary. 





Meshed, 


‘TITE telegraphic extension from Kuchan to Bajgiran was completed on the 
Tith November, Another line from Daragez to Artik is to be eoustructed in the 
spring. 
pend! Major Sykes, who hud been on tour sinee the 24th Oetober, retumed to Mfeshed 
on the 21st November, 

3, M, Mousnikow, the Russian Consul-General, has returned to Meshed only to 
pack up his effects and is leaving again very shortly. His successor lias not yet been 
appointed, and M, Reschetow expects to wmain in charge till the spring, “Phere is 
also at the Consulate-General a Captain, Leon Scouratt, who styles himself “ Attaché 
au Consulat-Général Impérial de In Russie A Meched.” M, Ovseenkow, Consul at 
Bunder Abbas, left Meslied for his post on the 2nd December, taking with him an 

















escort of twelve Cossacks. ‘The number of Russian Cossacks remaining in Meshied is 
now about twenty-eight, 

4, His Majesty's Consul-General mentions a report made to him that the Russian 
Bank Manager, in conversation with a member of the Consulate, was overheard to say 
that the concession for the “ Khorassan Railway " had been given to one Agha Hussein, 
son of Muhammad Hassan Coy, the bank to hold a half-stiare, and both parties being 
free to sell the whole or a portion of their interest in the concession. On tlie same 
occasion M. Dmitriev mentioned that, after some difficulty, the Reis-ut-Tujjar, two 
days before bis departure from Meshed, had signed the Agreement for the transfer to 
the Russians of the Persian portion of the Meshed-Askhabad Road (sco pargraph 1 
of last month’s summary). Mr. Grant Duff addressed the Prime Minister officially. on 
this subject, and was informed, in reply, that the report was unfounded, as’ the 
concessionnaire has not thie right to transfer the road, 

5, Three sowars of the Consular escort wore insulted by a door-keepor in the 
shrine Inst month. On the representation of the Attaché to the Consulate the 
Guardian of the Shrine imprisoned the offender for six days. 


Central Asia, 


According to information received at Meshed at the beginning of December, the 
railway, post, and telegraph offices at Askhabad were all closed, and practically no 

ins were running. ‘The Turkomans, too, were apparently getting out of hand, und 
several cases of robbery and murder of travellers near Askhabad were reported, Later 
news was to the effect that there was constant fighting between the Cossacks and the 
soldiers, especially at Tashkend, where some hundred casualties wero said to have 
occurred; aud a further report stated that the Askbabad garrison had seized the 
magazines and deprived their officers of authority, 


Seistan, 


1, The new Russian Consul for Seistan, M. Nekrassow, arrived there on the 10th 
November. He was mot by a party of fifty. sowars, and’ guard of honour, with 
Vand, were drawn up at the Consulate to mect him, Our Consul raised some objoc- 
tions to the size of the escort. sent, ns hitherto only twenty-five sowars have been 
recognized as the number to which a Consul was entitled, and the guard of honour and 
Tnind are not usually sent; but the Doputy Governor replicil that he had been obliged 
to comply with the instructions of the Kargizay, who had itten orders 
‘on the subject. M . 

strength of i ‘uding women and 
Children, the Russian official community in Seistan now numbers fifty-three, as 
against seven British. 

2, ‘Trado returns furnished by the Director of Customs for the half-year ending 
the 20th August show an increase of 15,780 rupees on tho figures for the corres 
sponding period of the former year, ‘The increase is almost entitely under the head 
of exports to India, there being a considerable falling off of imports, 

3, The Yamin-i-Nizam is reported to have written to the Afghan frontier officer 
to the offvct that, as Persia has rejected the MeMalion Water Award, she considers 
tho latter to be inoperative, and that henceforth the original Goldsmid Award should 
be binding on both parties, 

4, Captain Macpherson, who was on tour along the frontier at the end of 
November, says that dispntes between the Persians and the Afghans over the water 
question are of constant occurrence, and that feeling was at that time very bitter, 


Kerman, 


The Governor-General of Kerman left for Tehran at the end of Noyember. He 
had telegraphed to the Prime Minister that he wished personally to see the Shah and 
explain to him the state of affairs in Kerman, and that if he were required to pay up 
arrears of revenue due from the late Governor-General he would ask to be allowed to 
resign his post. Tis request was sanctioned and he is now on his way. 

(usis) 









1. It is reported from Shiraz, on the authority of the Russian ‘Tajir-bashi,” that 
Consul will be shortly appointed and a branch of the Russian bank opened 
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till st May, and who gave a good deal of trouble there in connection with quarantine 
given a Russian decoration, and 
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1. Rumours are current in the town that His Imperial Highness Azad-es- 

niof, will shortly be recalled to 1 
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caused much discontent, notably in the case of landowners who were prevailed upon 
last season to sell their rice through the bank, and are now far from satisfied with 
the accounts they lave received. In consequence of this many influential men are 
refusing to deal any more with the Bank. 





Tabrees. 


1, His Majesty's Consul-Genoral reports that an agitation was started in Urmi 
among the friends of Mirza Hussein Agha in fayour of his immediate return, ‘The 
movement was half-hearted, and Mr. Wratislaw is confident that, even should it 
become more strongly supported, the Governor will he able and willing to prevent any 
undesirable demonstration, 

2, Referring ty the subject of alleged Turkish encroachments on Persian territon 
in Azibaijan, the Governor of Urmi has received a letter from the ‘Turkish Sheikh, 
Sadik, claiming the district of Mergavar, which formerly belonged to his father, but 
was confiscated after the latter's invasion of Azerbaijan in 1880. Mr, Wratislaw 
draws attention to the fact that the Sheikh made a similar application some years 
ago; on that occasion, however, he asked to be allowed to buy the villages in 
question, whereas now he makes no suggestion of payment, but demands the property 
as being rightfully his, 











Tehran. 





‘The following new appointments are considered as cortain 


‘The Hissam-ul-Mulk, Governor of MWamadam, to be Deputy Governor of 
Kermanshal 

His Imperial Highness Salah-ed-Dowleh, Governor of Kurdistan, to be Governor 
He ahi also, but on 
own went to the 








Jellal-ed-Dowleh, eldest son of the Zi 
Kurdistan, 
The Firman Ferma goes to Ken 
already at least once held the Governors 


2. The Persian Government have issued a Circular ordering that members of 


{he Corps Diplomatique and all Huropeans are to carry night pastes. he heads of 
Missions meet on the 3rd January to consider their reply. 

3. The Shah various maladies, in very 
constantly at Doshi about 6 miles from the town. 
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“Sultan, becomes Governor of 
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ral impression is 
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in cc 
thot, i portion 
distuchances in. Tehran during the Mobarrem, 
The siarving and filthy soldiers, who have hitherto formed the guard of Mis 
esty’s Legation, have at the pressing request of His Majesty's Chargé d’AMtaines 
been re di guard of Amir Bahadur Jang’s own men haye bern installed, 
hoy are relatively clean, and appear to receive their wages regularly. 

6. Early in December a Japanese, who purported to be a Buddhist priest, passa 
through Tehran, He was on his way to North-eastern Persia, and if possible was 
going into Afghanistan, Mr. Grant/Duff gave him a letter of recommendation to 
Ifis Majesty's Acting Consul-General at Meshed. He was warned as to the danger of 
travelling in Afghanistan. 

(Signed) J, A. DOUGLAS, Liewenant-Cotonel, 
Muitary Attaché. 
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Jamiary 4, 1906. 
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Marrens dealt with in separate Despatches. 





Matters dealt with. No. and Date of Despateh, 





38, December 15, 1905, 
7, Confidential, Des 
‘eeasion ber 20, 1905. 
Bakhtiari Roud se] Noo 268. 
0. 269, December 21, 1905, 

Confidential, Decer- 
1905, 
271, December 
Ne 372, 
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(4142) No, 105, 
Mr, E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey—(Received February 3.) 


(No. 6. Confidential.) 
Sir, Tehran, January 5, 1906, 

I RECENTLY paid a private visit to the Grand Vizier to thank him for the 
pormission his Highness has frequently given to members of His Majesty's Legation 
to shoot in the noighbouring mountains, yy allusion to polities, but 
just before I took leave his Highness asked me various questions regarding the 
Composition of the new Government in England, and specially inquired what would 
be their policy in Persia, 

Lreplied that as far as I was at present aware His Majesty's Government would 
not deviate from the traditional policy of Great Britain in regard to Persia, and that 
Thad no doubt that His Majesty's new advisers, like their predecessors, desited to see 






























Porsia strong and independent. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF, 
(4111) No. 106. 
Mr. Spring-Rice to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received February 8.) 
(No. 90.) 
Sir, St, Petersburgh, January 80, 1906, 


T HAVE the honour to inform you that the Persian Minister here, who is the son 
of the Minister for Foreign Affairs, lias received an unexpected summons to return 
home at once, He told me that he expected to be absent a month, It is, however, 
rumoured that he will not return, I called upon him to wish him good-bye, and in 
the course of a long conversation he expressed himself in very pessimistic terms as to 
the state of hhis country, With regard to the financial situation, he admitted it to be 
very bad, but I could not ascertain from him what, if any, proposals liad been made 
dy the Russian Government. He informed me that M, Speyer, the present Russian 
Minister, was shortly to bo removed, and that his successor would probably be the 
present Director of the Asiatic Department, M, Hartwig. I asked him what steps 
were being taken in relation to the disorders in the South and iu Shiraz, He said that 
he had just received telegram informing him that the Goyernor of Shiraz would 
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probably be shortly removed, and that a Delegate was being dispatched to Shiraz to 
inquire into the state of affairs. He thoughit that it would be difficult for the Belgians 
to maintain their position in view of the popular agitation against them. M. Naus 
would be retained, but the number of assistants of his own nation would be con- 
siderably curtailed. 


Thave, &¢. 
(Signed) CEOIL SPRING-RICE. 








(3846) No. 107. 





Sir Bdward Grey to Mr. Grant Duff. 
(No. 24) 
{Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office. February 3, 1900, 
A FURTHER effort should be made by you to obtain Kuli-Malek Sia extension 
as quid pro quo for Mullah’s return to Urumia, but, if you find this impossible, you 
may accept arrangement proposed in your telegram No, 33 of the 31st January, 








(4288) No, 108. 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received Kebruary 5.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreigu Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secrotary of Stato, copy of « letter froin 
the Director of Military Operations, dated the 27th ultimo, and a paraphrase of a 
telegram to the Vicoroy, dated the 1st instant, relative to @ dispatch of guards to 
Persia, 






















India Office, February 8, 1906. 





Inclosure 1 in No, 108, 











Director of Military Operations to India Office. 


ious presents his compliments (0 the Under- 
wee to the telegram received from the 








ent of disturhanees thea 
attention to the fact that the t 
from Bushi i 
days would mean conthnuons marching at the rate 
a halt, while to arrive in 57 days would mean an average daily march of 
After So long a march many mémbers of the detachment would doubtless be unfit for 
duty, and those who did arrive fit would probably arrive too late to be of any vise, 
Tris observed in tho telegram in question that tho Indian military authorities 
recognize that, in cortain circumstances, the dispatch of small detachments across 
Persia might involve considerable risk; but, in the opinion of the General Staff, the 
dispatch to Tehran of so sinall and je a force as 40 infantry would, iu any: 
circumstances, be a dangerous measure so long as the country continues in its present 
unsettled stat oe 
viow of the above, and of thie fict that, under the conditions contemplated, 
of action would he essential, it would seem to be for consideration, assuming. 
that itis even ‘4 small force, whether a body of mounted 
inn would not be preferable to infantry. Such a body would have a better ch 
getting through the country and of arriving before it 
roull Bushire to Shiraz is certainly said to be “ 
succession of ano e steep and difficult passes,” but it is the regular post 
fie post being carried by lorsemien, aud water is obtainable throughout, ‘The 
reminder of the route apparently presents no special difficulties to the movement of 
mounted men, 


War Office, January 27, 1906, 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 108. 
Mir. Morley to Government of India, 


(Welezraphic.) P, 
YOUR telegram of the L1th ultimo, 
isk of sending guards across Persia in small detachments has been pointed out 
hy Director of Military Operations, who suggests that it might be preferable to employ 
niounted men rather than infantry, as they would have better chance of getting through 
the country, and of arriving rapidly at their destination, if dispatch of small force at 
present proposed should hereafter be decided upon, 

T concur in view of Director of Military Operations as to the risk which would be 
involved ; and I observe that, in the event Of your being called upon to send guards, 
the question whether the risk is such as may reasonably be incurred is one which will 
be decided by your military authorities. 


India Office, February 1, 1906. 























(4543) No. 109. 
Mr. fi. Grant Duff to Sir Edward G: 





-y.—(Received February 6.) 


(No. 85.) 
(Tolowraphie) —P. 
FOLLOWING repeated to Tndin— 


of witness from Consulate by V 
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Tehran, February 6, 1906. 
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(4532) No. 110. 


Mr. By Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 6.) 
36.) 
saphic.) BP. 
FOLLOWING ropeated to India: — 
“ ‘Troops for Roba. 
‘The Persian Government may be alarmed by our dispatch of troops to Robat, and 


I propose to. make a verbal communication to the Mushir-ed-Dowleh in the sense of 
ur telegram No. 15 of the 28rd January, first paragraph.” 





‘Tehran, February 6, 1906. 











(4542) Non, 


Mr, B. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 6.) 
(No. 87,) 
(elegraphic.) P. 
RUMOURED plague in Khorasan: my tel 
Governmont of India telegraphs to. His’ Majes 
follows — 


Tehran, February 6, 1908. 
ram No, 30. 
’s Consul-General at Meshed as 
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“We do not want yon to send the Ageney Surgeon to Turbat-i-Sheikh Jam if 
the Russians have abandoned their scheme. You will have the best information as 
to this.” 


Nothing is known by the Persian Government of the alleged dispatch of Cossacks 
to Turbat-i-Sheikh Jam. 





(381) No. 112, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Hardinge, 


Sir, Foreign Office, February 6, 1906. 

I WAVE received your letter of the BIst December, 1905, reporting upon the 
present condition of Persia, and the principal questions affecting British and 
commercial intorests in that country. oe 

T desire to thank you for this lucid and instructive account of the situation in 
Persia, which T have read with much interest, 








Lam, &e, 
(Signal) EDWARD GREY. 










No, 113, 







(4554) 
India Office to Foreign Offic 





Received February 1.) 









pdler-Secrotary of State for India prosents his compliments 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Seoretary of State, copy 0 
letter from the Foreign Secretary to the Governinent of India, dated the 11th 
January, relative to the plague in Seistan, 


India Office, February 6, 1906 


































Tnelosure 





1 No. 113, 


Mr. B, Grant Duff to Government of India 





















‘elegraphic.) P. Tehran, January 9, 1906 
ON the 7th January the Russian Chargé d’Affaires wrote to Sanitary Council that 
ase having broken ont at neighbourhood of Zar, 12 miles from Husseinabad, the 
Toissi lar doctor liad heen sent to investigate, and prononneed it plagio. Ne 
requested that precautions should be taken immediately, and Council have addr 
Cuistoms-houge and Mishir-ed-Dossloh, 

Please report at once, «uid, if necessary, send your doctor to investigat 

{Addressed Hritisl Consul, Soistan, aiid repented to Governmont of India.) 































(4586) No. 114. 
Indi Office to Foreign Office. 














(Received February 7.) 











THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the 
Under-Secretary of State for Foreign AMfairs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretary 
Morley, forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of 
4 paraphrase of a telegram to the Viceroy, dated the Gth instant, relative to the 
proposed loan to the Persian Government, 


India Office, February 6, 1908. 
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Inclosure in No. 114. 
Mr, Morley to Government of India. 


(Helegraphie,) P. India Office, February 6,1906. 

PLEASE refer to the telegram of the Sist ultimo from Grant Duff as to 
Persian loan, He has been informed in reply that decision of His Majesty's Govern 
ment not to grant loan cannot be reconsidered. Instructions have been sent. to 
Chargé @Affaires at St, Petersburgh, with reference to the conversation recorded in 
Sir E, Groy's despatch of the 18th December last, to inform Count Lamsdorff in 
confidence that we have refused to grant loan. Mr. Spring-Riee is to intimate that, 
in the event of similar application being made by Persia to Russia, we expect 
reciprocity from Russian Government, but that if for any reason latter think it 
desirable to give financial assistance to Persia we are quite ready to discuss matter in 
1a friendly spirit, 

















(4645) No, 115. 
Mr, B, Grant Duf to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 7.) 
‘No. 88.) 
Veleraphic,) YP. Tehran, February 7, 1906. 


FOLLOWING repeated to In 


“His Majesty's Consul at Shiraz telegraphs as follows: 
“Ay the igh Commissioner had given no definite answer to the malcontents, in 
spite of his repeated promises and delays, a deputation of the Shiraz trade guilds came 
to-day to the Consulate at mid-day, and asked that they and others might he allowed 
to take asylum hiore, I replied in the terms which you have already approved, but 
advised them to apply again to-day to the High Commissioner, and to exhaust all 
other channels before cotuinig here 

“his evening they returned and reported that their application had had no result, 
‘nd that they thrcfore intended to seek asylum here to-morrow. 

“tho Kerguzer, whom T saw and warned, begged me to temporize with the mal- 
contents. I told him that I had already done so to the utmost of my ability, and 
urged him to commiunicate with the Mushited-Dowlch by telegraph. { am writing 
40 the High Commissioner to inform him.’ 
























T haye informed the Mushir-ed-Dowleh privately of the above, and have expressed 
ft hope that steps will he taken by the Persian Government to calm the popular excite- 
ment at Shir, 

















(4646) No. 116. 
Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 7.) 
(No. 39.) 
(Welexraplite,) Tehran, February 7, 1906, 





FOLLOWING repeated to Tndis 


© My telegram No, 82, 

‘cD huve Esa fe tatly Aa confdoatilly Satormed| by Cio ATUahied-Dowlok's 
Son {lit Russia is prepared tomake a loan, but that her conditions are of such a 
nature that they would practically reduce Persia to a state of vassalage. He would 
nof tell me what the conditions were, but said that they mighit, perhaps, he communi- 
cated later on. Te asked whether His Majesty’s Government would he disposed to 
advance’ sum if it were placed under British Control. I replied that T would report 
What he had said, but that His Majesty's Government would not reconsider their 
decision. 

Nhe Mushir-ed-Dowlel again referred yesterday to the badness of the financial 
situation, and said thot attempts were being made to raise «loan internally. “He was 
not hopeful as to the success of the scheme.” 
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(4648) No. 117, 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received February 7.) 

(No. 40.) 

(Telegraphic. P: 
FOLLOWING sent to Indi 


“Kuh-i-Malik Siah extension, 


Tehran, February 7, 1908. 








(4533) No. 118, 





Sir Edward Grey to Mr. B, Grant Duff 


No. 26.) 
Telegraphic.) P, 


WITH regard to the dispateh of a force to Robat, mentioned in your telegram 


Foreign Office, February 7, 1906, 


No. 36 of the 6th instant, we leave the decision in this matter to your discretion, 





(4738) No. 119, 


India Ofice to Foreign Office —(Received February 8.) 


Sir, India Office, February 7, 1906. 
IN reply to Sir Eldon. Gorsts lotior of the a0th ullaae, Tne anecioy b 
Mr, Secretary Morley to say that he concurs in the terms of tho draft telogram which 
the Seeretary of Stato for Rorcign Affairs proposes to sond to His Majesty's Change 
Affaires at Tehran regarding the status of Bahreinese in Persia, A 

_ Mr. Morley would however suggest, for Sir E, Grey's consideration, that it 
might be desirable to add to the communication to be made to the Persian Governmont 
a reference to te action taken by the British authorities for the protection of Persian 
traders in Bahrein from theattacks made on them in November 1904, and to the terms 
of the telegram sent on that occasion by the Mushir-ed-Dowloh to the Perri 
community in Bahrein, ‘ 











Tam, &e. 
(Signed) A, GODLEY, 





(4666) No. 120, 


India Office to Foreign Office—(Received Mebruary 8,) 


THE Under-Socretary of Stato for Tndia presents is compliments tothe Undor. 
Sceretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of @ paraphrase 
of a telegram frou the Vieeroy, dated the 6th instant, relative to alfaire in Porsia, 


India Offce, February 7, 1906, 





Tnclosure in No, 120, 
Government of India to Mr. Morley. 


(Telegraphie.) P. February 6, 1900, 

be PLEASE refer to the telegrams of the 29th and 3let ultimo from Chargé d/Aflaires 
at Tehran, Government of India need not express any opinion as to the reply of the 
Persian Government so far as it relates to the firing on Gough and retura of Urumia 


Se regard, however, to the proposed concession of signallers at Turbat and 
2k 
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Birjand we would point out that we have had Howson at latter place for a month, and 
that on the 8th Decomber new signallers were already in Seistan on their way up; 
‘proposed concession, therefore, seems inadequate. We trust that some means may be 
found to overcome Shah's reluctance to agree to the Robat-Scistan telegraph; his 
attitude in this matter is very unreasonable, especially as the possibility of carly 
communications between India and Seistan is rendered of importance owing to the 
plagits in that province. 
(Repeated to Tehran.) 








[4769] 121, 


Mr. F Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 8.) 





(No. 41.) 
(Celographic,) P. 
FOLLOWING repeated to India and Busbire— 


Tehran, February 8, 1906. 


“ Henjam, 
‘THis Majesty’s Consul-Gonoval at: Bushire reported to India on the 20th January 
{hat the community of Arabs at: Henjam, who recognize the sovereignty of the Sultan 
re proyaned to resist Persian authority by. fore, and ask that owing 
a uncertain state of affairs prevailing in Persia, he might be authorized to suspen 
ion on the orders which he had received, which were apparently t 
hw was to inform the Arabs that Persian sovereignty in the island wi 
Hig Majesty's Governmont, If he ven intimation to the Arabs to this effect, 
Tie said that a maneofswar should he 































T telographed on the 20th January to India and Bushire that, in my opinion, 
nolifieation should be delayed for the present. 

Thave now received the following telegram from His Majesty's Consul-General 
at Bushire 

‘“Henjam Arabs, Please see inelosures in tny letter of the 12th January, 

“Tn thy event of the Darya Boggi, who has now returned from India, starting to 
cooree the Arabs nt Henjam, may Task him in a friendly way to postpone his action, 
‘and, should ho express inability to do so, may I request the Senior Naval Officer to 
send a ship fo Henjam to protect them @ 

“AVith regard to the question of the customs building, 1 have arranged that 
M, Stayand the Director of Persian Gulf Tetegraphs should meet on the 12th February 
‘ut Henjam and come to an arrangement as to the sites, such arrangement to be subject 
to contisation,” 


His Majesty's Consul-G 
domicile at Bassidore, and 1 think we should protect them, 

L propose to approve Consul-General’s suggestions and await your instructions, 

Tam endeavouring to effeet a settlement with the Mushir-ed-Dowleh with regard 
to the lind question at Henjam. 










































ts that the Arabs might be offered British 




















(4751) No, 122, 


Mr, SpringéRice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 8.) 
(No. 25.) 
Telegraphic.) P. 
BERSTAN loan, 
addressed a private lettor to Count Lamsdorff, in the sense of your telegram 
No. 84 of the 2nd instant, on the subject of a loan to the Persian Government, and 
Tearnt to-day from his Excellency that he had received the Emperor’s instructions to 
express to me His 'y's satisfaction at the communication which Thad made. 


St, Petersburgh, February 8, 1908. 


































Wt 
No. 128, 


Mr. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Februory 8.) 
(No. 27.) 
Tolozraphic.)  P. St. Petersburgh, February 8, 1906. 
WITH reference to Mr. Grant Duffs telegram No. 39. cE 
Persian loan. 

a It is difficult to reconcile Count Lamsdorft’s language of yesterday with intentions 
attributed to Russian Government by Persian Minister, althougl is true he might, as 
on a similar occasion in 1899, assert that he was not responsible for the action of the 
Finance Department. At the same time, the effect on public opinion in England of @ 
loan to Persia on onerous conditions is well known to Count Witte, Offer mentioned 
in my despatch No. 772 may be that to which Persian Minister alludes, 











(4830) No, 124, 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 9.) 








(No. 
(elegraphic.) P. 
FOLLOWING repeated to India 


“THis Majesty’s Consul at Shiraz telegraplis as follows : 
__*The appointment: was announced this momiug of Igbal-ud-Dowleh to the 
Governorship ot Fars, Tt has been greeted with much rejoicing and some scopticism, 
The shops are to reopen on Saturday. ‘Tonight the Shah Ohiragh Mosque is 
illuminated, and the bazaars will be illuminated to-morrow.’ 


Recall of Deputy Governor is also announced, 


‘Tehran, February 9, 1906, 

















(4831) No. 120. 
Mr. E, 





ivant Duff to Sir Edward Grey,—(Recetved February 9.) 
(No. 43.) 
(Telegraphie.) P. 
FOLLOWING repeated to India :— 

I have telegraphed as follows to Mr, Consul-General Wratislaw at Uri: 

As Tam informed by the Mushir-ed-Dowleh that the Persian Government 
Have no present intention of coercing the Kurs, it is useless for you to. stuy 
‘any longer at Urmi, and you should retin to your post.’ 


Tehran, February 9, 1906, 











(4738) No. 126, 


Sir Edieard Grey to Mr. Grant Duff ‘ 
URelogesybio) Bn et 
(elegraphic.). En clair. Foreign Office, February 0, 1906. 
FOUR telegram No, 24 {ot 26m January Bate ed 
Tt appears that although we have never acquiesced in Persian Government's 
pretensions, we have not made to them definite statement of our views, and present 
Spportunity should be taken of doing so, 
‘You should receive Persian note, and reply in following terms :— 


‘Treaties of 1800, 1814, and 1867 have always been scrupulously observed by His 
Majesty's Government, but have no bearing on present question, We have never 
admitted ownership or sovereignty of Persia over Bahrein, and such a claim is wholly 
inadmissible. We consider island and its inhabitants to be under British. protection, 
and must decline to entertain any further representations on the subject, ‘This has 
been invariable reply to ‘Turkish Government, who have on several oceasions advanced a 
claim to Bahrein. You should refer to action taken by British authorities for 
protection of Persian traders in November 1904, and to terms of telegram sent on that 
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‘occasion by Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Persian community in island (see Major Cox of 17th 
December, 1904). You should conclude by stating that we must therefore maintain 
our right to use good offices on behalf of Bahreinese in Persia, Yow are instructed to 
report if any cases occur of their being subjected to molestation or injustice at hands 
of Persian authorities, in which event we will consider what further action is necessary. 








[4133] No, 127. 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 






Foreign Office, February 9, 1906. 
your despatch No, 280 of the Bist December, 1905, relative 
to the disturbed condition of affairs im the Provinee of Fars and the town of Shiraz. 

T approve the terms of the note which you have addressed to the Persian 








Government on this subject. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) EDWARD GREY. 
(4142) ‘No, 128. 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr, E, Grant Duff 
(No. 17.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, February 9, 1906. 


I HAVE received your despateh No. 6, Confidential, of the Sth: ultimo, reporting 
a conversation with the Grand Vizier with regard to British poliey in Persia. 
Tapprove your language to the Ain-ed-Dowleh on this occasion, 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) |’ EDWARD GREY. 














. 129, 





. Grant Dug) to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 10.) 
Tehran, February 10, 1906. 
sont to Indin and repeated to Seistan and Meshe 


{yesterday informed the Mushired-Dowleh verbally that we were sending 
200 men'to Robat, as a precautionary measure in yiew of the outbreak of plague, and, 
in order, if required, to, assist tho Persian Government. I asked his Excellency to 
inform the authoritics of Seistan and Khorassan. 

“The Mushired-Dowleh begged me to furnish him with a statement in writing, 
and Tam sending him a note in the sense of the aboves” 
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(5255) 


Foreign Office to Treasury, 


Sir, Foreign Office, February 12, 1906. 

WITH reference to your letter of the Sth August, 1901, 1 am directed by Secretary 
Sir B. Grey to transmit to you herewith, to he laid before the Lords Commissioners of 
His Majesty's ‘Treasury, copy of a letter from the India Office on the subject of the 
sepoy guards for tho British Consitlates in Persia.” 

Tam to state, for their Lordships’ information, that in May 1903 the strength of 
the Consular guards in Persia was fifty men. Of these, sixteen were originally 
assigned to Ispaban, but were subsequently divided between Ispahan and Tebren, 
tho remaining thirty-four were distributed between the Consular establishments at 
Bushire, Kerman, Seistan, and Meshed. 

‘As His Majesty's Consulate at Ispaban is controlled by this Department, the 








* India Office, December 20, 1905. 
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necessary provision has been made since 1902-3 in the Diplomatic and Consular 
Estimates for onehalf of the cost of the guard maintained there (and afterwards 
at Tehran), 

‘The other Consulates named being under Indian control, the cost of the guards 
has been defrayed in the first place by the Government of India, and has been 
presumably included as additional expenditure in the annual adjustment between the 
British and Indian Governments. 

‘The Government of Tudia now propose to increase the strongth of the Consular 
guards to 152 men, and to provide guards at, in addition to the posts mentioned above, 
Tabrecz and Shiraz, which are controlled by the Foreign Office, and at Bunder Abbas, 
Purlati-Haidari, Kermanshah, and Ahwaz, which are under Indian control, ‘There 
would thus be twenty-eight men at posts controlled by this Department, and 124 men 
at posts controlled by the Government of India, 

‘The additional expenditure involved is estimated at -— 

Royer a po fn 
SST 7b = 307 16 8 
116900 0-0 = 7165 18 4 








Initial expenditure we 
Avinual recurring expenditure 5 








‘And the Secretary of State for India proposes, with Sir E, Grey's concurrence, to 
instruct the Government of India to include the additional cost, as it is incurred, i 
the annual statement of increases and decreases of expenditure on Persian establish- 
ments. 

Tt is further proposed to treat in the same manner the whole cost of the Consular 
guards in Persia instead of making periodical claims on that account, 

Tam to express Sir 's hope that the Lords Commissioners will give their 
favourable consideration to these proposals. 

Te may be added that a substantial increaso in the strength of the Consulir guards 
has been rendered imperative by the present situation in Persia, ‘The recent reports 
from His Majesty's Chargé d’Aflaires at Tehran point to a general fooling of unrest 
‘and insecurity throughout the country. ‘The authority of the Central Govermovnt 
grows gradually weaker, and the Luperial troops are reported to be reliable, 
enoral or Toe antforoiqn outbreak dit at any moment make ib necessary for 
His Majesty's Consular officers and British residents in Persia to rely, at 
temporarily, for their safety on the protection of the Consular guards. 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) 






































», GORST. 








(5369) No, 13h. 


Sir A, Hardingo to Foreign Offioe.—-(Received February 13.) 





Brussels, February 8, 1906, 
THAVE received semi-offcially from the Eastern Department the papers whieh 
have the honour to return herewith, est that T should furnish my 
ter vations on the five points mentioned in the Tndia Office letter of the Sst August, 
With respect to question 1, it would not be po: 
ed-Dovwlehi’s Concession without the consent of the Pei 
tainly be refused, at least so long as the Ain-od-t 
The Concessions Law promulgated by the Shah two ago would invalidate any 
such transfer; but it would be possible to come to an, arrangement, with the Sani-ed- 
Dowlch by which we should have a right to ran anotors jointly with his on all the 
in the country, and, from what he has himself said to ine, Ido not think this arrange- 
mont ssould present any difficulty. ‘The Persian ‘Transport Company has the monopoly 
of the traffic (under the old Concession granted to the Tinperial Bank of Persia) on the 
entire. traflie from the 
t, andl even the heavy. traffic from Kermansh: 
c-Dowleh must therefore cither open up a 
fi Robt, eli which, 
could well afford, or hemmnst come to some 
arrangement with the Persian Transport Company, [should propose to allow him to 
run his cars on the Tehran-Kum section in retum for a right to be given to the 
Transport Company to ran theirs on all the ronuls eset, south, andl west of Kun. The 
(161s) 27 














efor us to purchase the Sani- 
an, Goverment, which would 
Grand Vision, 





























road (96 miles long) from Tehran to Kum, along which th 
south, 





couth-wwest, and south-< 
iid, has to pass. ‘The Sau 

Hier, reopen an old one) to the west 
would cost him 
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y might possibly contend that their monopoly extended not inerely: 
to the Kum road properly so called, but to its prolongations (Kum-Sultanabad and 
Kum-Ispahian), 1 should, however, rather doubt the expediency of pressing this 
view too strongly, and for practical purposes the Company’s monopoly of the section 
‘Tehran-Kum gives it all the leverage we want in respect of the roads south and west 
of Kum. 

Tt may, of course, be argued that the Sani-ed-Dowleh in granting these running 
powers from beyond Sultanabad and Tspahan would be acting ultra vires, Up to those 
two places he cannot help himself, as, the roads being held by British concessionnaires, 
Who, as faras Kum, are undoubtedly monopolists, he will be forced to let our cars run. 
along them, as he has been in the case of Russian cars on the Resht—Tehran road, on 
which, be it observed, the Russians have no legal monopoly of tralfic, But, if the 
Persian Government were to say, which is not very likely (unless they were pressed to 
do so by the Russian Legation), that he had no right to. allow our ears to run south of 
Tspahan, and that on that section of the great southern road he must enforce his 
monopoly, he could point out the impossibility of his doing so, in view. of our power to 
prevent his using the Vehran-Kum road and of the physical difficulties in the way of 
his cars reaching Kum or even Ispahan by any route from the south. ‘The opposition 
of the Persian Government to our running ears south of Ispahan or west of Sultanabad 
would in any case be nominal only, We can always reply; “Pacify Luristan and 
‘an, and enable Messrs. Lynch to carry ont the Concession you have given them 

tend their road to Dizful and Aliwaz.” 

Question 2is answered by the above remarks. Tt would, I believe, cost nothing 
to obtain the share above described as distinct from the exclusive control of the Sani- 
ed-Dowleh’s Concession, but it wonld doubtless be advisable that, on the conclusion of 
the Agreement wi Hxcellency, some small present (as a piece of plate) should, in 
accordance with Persian custom, be given to him by His Majesty's Minister. 

Question 3, [could not, at this distance from Persia, venture upon any estimate 
{the cost of constructing a road usable by motors from Ispahan to Bushire, Up to 
hira it might; Lshould think, be constructed for a few thousand pounds, say 5,000/., 
‘a8 carriages ean now go on the old road up to Khan-i-Kergan, about 10 miles south of 
Dohhid, but it would be necessary to build a new road from that point to near 
i and to bridge the Polvar at two or three places between 
atly to improve the section from the latter town to 
d further east from Dehbid to Zerghun via Baonat, 
‘along which carriages haye driven with <ome difficulty, but T have no personal 
knowledge of iv; nor can Lexpress any opinion as to the road from Shiraz to Bushire 
vid Firwzabad, as the only one known to me by personal experience is the ordinary 
caravan track over the Kotels, which is impossible for ‘haat traffic, I would, 
however, refer you to a despatch written, T think, in the summer of 1904 by Tlis 
Majesty’s Consul at Shiraz, and forwarded by me to Lord Lansdowne, which gives fill 
details as to & proposal made to him lo. improve communications with Bushive, and 
Which deals, if my memory is correct, with the Firnzabad route. 

1, Taree with the remarks ellyn Smith as to the condition of 
ht road, especially with reference to the steepness of the gradients on the 
Caspian side; but, since Mr, Maclean Just visited’ Persia, a Russian engineer, 
M. Poltoranoff, has, by order of the Russian Government, considerably improved. ity 
especially in the swampy region of Gilan, where it was so frequently damaged by the 
heavy rains of winter, I should say, speaking personally, that the period during which 
the road could only be trave: motors would be on an average four 
months, rather than the seven in the year quoted by Mr. Llewellyn Smith, 

1 believe, however, that the future route by which Russian goods will enter 
Central Persia will not be the Resht, but the Tabreez one. 

This latter route, which T haye traversed on horseback and in carriages from 
‘Tehran to the Araxes, presents none of the physical difficulties encountered on the 
roads descending from the central table-land to the Caspian, the only steep bit being 





‘Transport Compa 















































































































the stage between Jemalasad and Mianeh (12 miles), where it crosses the comparatively 
low range of hills ealled the Kaflan Kuh. It is a matter of public notoriety that the 





Russian Government are constructing this road, which, when T was in Azerbaijaw in 
1904, had only been begun north of Marand, in such a way as to enable it to be turned 
with very short notice into a railway; they are, in fact, building a road which will only 
need the rails to be placed on it to be turned into a railway line, and the same is the 
ease with the new Kazvin-Hamadan branch. 

The Trans-Caucasian railway system now extends to Russian Julfa on the north 

















ie 


(5379) No, 131%. 
Mr. fi. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 13.) 
No, 45.) 


eloxraphic.) Ps = 
ee THING repented to Indiv and Tabrees = 





Tehran, February 18, 1906. 





Ini murders, 

Tien by the Amerie» Minister that a further delay of te months before 
the puishinont of the mnunderors has een eked for by, the Persian Minister at 
shington, He asked for ny opinion, and Ttold hin that T thought that at dee 
Of the spectied tio the cass would prubbly he inthe same unsatisfactory position, 
roconmended that the Amorican Government should make very stringent s 


if they granted the delay 














m1 


bank of the Araxes, which, as yon may remember, there forms the Russo-Por: 
frontier. Thence to Tehran it is about 420 miles by road, running over a gon 
easy country, though liable to occasional interruption by suow nortli-west. of Zinjan 
during the months from November to April. Tcannot but fear that once tlie road is 
pat in proper order by the Russian nment, the difficulties in the way of the motor 
service which the Board of Trade anticipates will be found to have been a good deal 
exaggerated, 

he disturbed state of Russia, and especially of the ‘Trans-Caucasian provinces, has 
retarded the execution of this enterprise, and has thus given us a chance of competition 
by improving the southern routes which we might not otherwise have obtained, 

i's proposal to obtain 
na despatch which 
nd Lansdowne in September last. from Meshed aftor 
jor Sykes, whose views, based on the local knowledge 
i in Kerman, greatly modified the opinion 1 
iginally formed as to the utility of this project, I iced not, therefore, 
recapitulate them again, 





iy 

























Tam, &c, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDING, 





[5497] No, 132, 
India Offce to Foreign Office —(Received Feliruary 14.) 


HE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Unde 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for tho information of the Secretary of State, copy of a puraphrase 

iceroy, dated the 13th instant, relative to the proposed loan to 















the Persian Government, 


India Office, February 14, 1908. 
es 
Tnelosure in No, 182, 


Government of India to Mr. Morley. 
(elegraphie.) P. 

YOUR telegram of the 6th i 
stand it, is that refusal of His Maj 
to application alres 


February 13, 1906 
tant regarding Persian loan, Position, ag und 
esty's Government to grant loan has reference oily 
ade, and that refusal by His Majesty's Government of any 
further request. that may be made will be contingent upon Russia also relusiny any 
ad If this is the case, [have no remark to olfer except that it will be nece 
a does not, while ostensibly keeping promise, allow Bang 
otlier indirect agency: 0 make the loan, on the ground that she cansiot 
i the bank’s commercial operations. 1 would rofor t6 the equivocal pro- 
igs of Russian Goverment, both as regards proposed joint Joan and their Gwin 
previous loans, as justifying our doubts of Russian procedure (wide, as to first loan, 
Lord G. Hamilton's telegram of tho Ist February, 1900; vide also Lord Lansdowne's 
despatch to Sir C. Seott of the 3rd December, 101, No. 916, written only ono month 
before conclusion of 1902 loan), Unless categorical assurances on this point aro forth 
foming from Russia, T would even now suggest reconsideration of question of ranting 
loan, provided that Persian Government accept condition that money lent should Ine 
expended nuder British control. “This, it would seem, they are now prepared to do, 
Since readiness of Russia to grant loan, though on most stringent terms, is indicated by: 
despatches from both St, Petersburgh and Tehran, 
Possibility of general anarchy supervening in Persia, owing to want of funds, if 
both Powers refuse loan, and of risk that we may thereby be involved iu measures for 
restoration of order, has, I presume, been considered by His Majesty's Governmont, 
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(5509) No. 183. 
Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 14.) 


(No. 46.) 
(Wolegraphic.) Ps 

FOLLOWING repeated to India : 

“Your telegram No, 24 of the 3rd February. 

“Telegraphic extension to Kub-i-Mfalik Siah is refused by Persian Government. 
‘They say that there are certain difficulties, one of which is the fact that the Russians 
have demanded telegraph line from Resht to Tehran, which the Shah hss refused 
to grant, 

‘Twas confidentially informed to-day by the Mushir-ed-Dowleh that they would 
reconsider the question of the extension if we raised it later on. 

““T have withrawn opposition to the Mullah's return on the conditions stated in 
my telegram No. 83. He is ill, and has just lost his son.” 


Tehran, February 14, 1906. 














(4543) No, 134. 
Memorandum communicated to the Persian Minister, February 14, 1906. 


ON the 5th instant the Persian Minister was informed that tle explanation 
offered by the Mushired-Dowleh of the recent incident at Shiraz, when the Vaziv of 
‘Fars caused punishment to be inflicted on a muleteer who had been sent to him as a 
witness by His Majesty's Consul, had been referred to His Majesty's Chargé d’Affnires 
at ‘Tehran, 

His Excellency stated that the muleteer had been punished for culpable 
nogligence in guarding the goods intrusted to his care, It appears, however, from a 
telegsim soecived from Mr. Grant Dull, that the maa, gave to Tis Majesty's Consul 
‘At Shiraz a sealed statement to the effect that, at the time of the robbery, he was not 
in charge of the goods, but that these had been handed over to the care of his brother. 
Whe accumaey of the account supplied to the Persian Government would therefore 
sveny open t0. qu = 

Ills Majesty’s Government consider that, in any case, the action of the Vazir in 
punishing aman sent to him to give evidence by the British Consul, without 
Previously communicating with the latter on the subject, was a hight 
proceeding, which might reasonably give ground for a claim for pe 
Componsation from the Persian Government. ‘They have, however, confined them 
solaes to demanding that a suitable apology should be: offered by the Vazir to His 
Majesiy's Cons ‘Mhey: must insist on this apology, and if the Persian Government 
contin thoir refusal to issue the necessary orders, they will he compelled to 
reconsider thir attitude in the matter, 


Foreign Office, February 14, 1906, 




















































[4543] No. 191 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. B. Grant Duff. 
oi 0.) 


‘elographie,) Ps Foreign Office, February V4, 1906. 
COMMUNICATION had already been mnado by me to the Persian Minis 
© suggested in your telegram No, 35 of the 6th February respecting. the 
fon of a witness at Shiraz, He has now been informed that some doubt 
‘Attaches to the accutacy of the account supplied to the Persian Government, and that, 
in any ese, the punishinent of the nian by the Vazir, without pre 
with His Majesty ichily improper proceeding, for which a cl 
pectniary compensation from the Persian Goverument might reasonably. be put forward 
iy His Majesty's Government, His Majesty's Government lave, however, confined 
themselves to demanding an apology, on which they and they will be forced to 
recousider their attitude in the matter unless the Persian Government comply with this 
demand, 
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(5713) No. 186, 
India Office to Foreign Office—(Received February 16.) 





Under-Secretary of State for India presents his complimé 

di ry of f r ents to the Under- 
Bene tary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mtr Sree ae, Meas 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of & Peraphrase 


ee a aaraeastiom the Viceroy, dated the 15th insfant, relative to the dispatch of 


Initia Office, Februnry 16, 1906. 


Tnclosure in No, 186. 


Government of India to Mr. Morley. 


(Telegraphic.) P. February 16, 
ioe OR telegram of the Ist instant as to guards for Persia, While rue 
ditions provail, cavalry would be unable to cross ranges between Bushire and Ispahans 
it was for this reason that in our telegram of the 11th ultimo we proposed infantry 1s 
ing better chance of getting through the country, Risk involved in sending simall 
Fai across Persia was fully recognized by us when we undertook, subject to con- 
ition ww s within your rocolletion, to decide whether that risk might reason. 
A We have since re ceived Sir A. Hardinge’s note of the 28rd December, 
yi other information which indicates that: situation in Persia may become 
al at any moment owing to want of funds, So far the ouly question we have 
cousidered is that of strengthening guards of British Legation and Consulates against 
eee disturbances. We observe that, in letter from Foreign Office of the 28th 
econber, 1005, the sougestion was made that foreo should be made available for 
le delay to Tehran, or any other part of Persia, should 
iso owing to disturbances or other causes. If His Majesty's Cover 
te the more serious measures which appear to. be i 
letter of the 28th December, 1905, we shal 
ible date, as the arrangements. fo 
vire discussion and time for prepa 






























despatch with least possi 





necessi 






ment 
cated! in tho Foreign 
all no doubt be informed at the earliost 
or tho dispatch of ‘the necessary force would 
ation, 









[5636 No, 187. 


Mr. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Ke 6. 
Ne sah ir. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Kebyuary 16.) 
(Welegraphic,) BP. " z §, 1006. 

‘Biksiaw roe St. Petersburgh, February 16, 1906. 

With reference to your tolegram No, 3 
. , Count Lamsdorf” has written to mo privately asserting that, according to 
information which ho has received, negotiations ate in course for a loan of 150/000 
(75,0001. being for repayment of former advances) between the Persian Government und 


the Imperial Bink. ‘That Persia should accept tl ieMahio1 id is one of #1 
5 f W ° 
spt the MacMahon Awai r 


In his letter Count Lamsdorft adds: “I cannot refrain from pointing ont, in 


confidentially communicating this information, that Sir Edward Grey’ 7 
. # that Sir Edward Grey's decks 
Seems ittconsistent with this report.” dward :Clrey's declaration 



























(5636) No. 138, 


Sir Bdword Grey to Mr. Spring-Rice, 








raphic) P, Foreign Office, Ke 

ex : reign Office, February 16, 1906, 
THE report mentioned in your telegram No. 39 of eee Tot Gentle) tog 
egotiations is entirely without foundation, “It is probable that the Persians theni- 
















































ie 


selves ha 
indueed to grant them a fresh loa 
now being made hy the Imperial Bank to r 
of the money alreaily advanced. 





e spread the report, in the liope that the Russian Government may be diereby 
Far from making a further loan, an attempt is 
from the Persian Government a part 














(4138) No. 139. 
Foreign Office to Inia Office. 
Sir, Foreign Office, February 16, 1906. 


I ed by Secretary Sir E, Grey to transmit to you herewith, to be laid 
6 













before the ‘Of State for India, copy of a despatch from His Majesty's Chi 
Maines at respecting the Lur attack on Colonel Douglas and Capts 
Toriinen, and the question of obtaining compensation from the Persian Government. 






Tt will be observed that Mr. Grant Duff considers that a stron, 
Majesty's Government might have some effect in inducing the Persian Gov 
take energetic action for the punishment of the guilty Lurs. : 
regards coupenss ‘a8 Mr, Morley is aware, recently decided that the 
matter need not be press nit, but, in view of the note from the Mushir- 
ed-Dowleh of the Bist Dec it appears desirable that the Persian Govern: 
ment should be informed is Majesty's Government maintain the views previously 
expressed to them on the subject. mie ki 

Tam to transmit. herewith copy of a telegram which Sir E, Grey. proposes, if 
Mr. Morley concurs in its terms, to address to Mr, Grant Duff in reply to his despateli + 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) F. GORST. 







































(4197) No. 140, 


Sir Badward Grey to Mr. B, Grant Duff 








Foreign Office, February 17, 1900, 
reveived your despatch No. Lof the Ist ultimo relative to. the Urani 








inguir ee 
Tapprove the terms of the communications which you add 
Government on this subject in conjunction with your United State 
Tam, &e. 
ned) EDWARD GREY, 





seed to the Persian 
colleague. 














(5865) No. Lit 


itr 
(No. 18) 
(Telographic.) Be 
FOLLOWING repeated to India 
“Situation in Persia. : ‘ 
‘<T am inforned by the French Chargé d’Affaires that the Russians have refused 
to consider the question of making a loan unless M. Naus represonts Persia in the 
fogotiations, It is stated that he has been summoned from Constantinople, My 
informant aided that the Russians are insisting on the dismissal of the Grand Vizier. 
“'Moharrom begins on the 25th February, and it is generally believed that there 
will be trouble here during the month. ‘he Motlahs, who are receiving. strong 
Support from outside, are certainly much excited. On account of his intrigues wit 
them, the Minister of Commerce has just heen exited to Yead. E 
Agitation, if it occurs, will not be directed against Buropeans, but against the 
Government.” 





Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 18.) 


Tehran, February 18, 1906. 
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[5866] No. 142. 


Mp. E, Grant Duff to Sir Edivard Grey.—(Received Rebruary 18.) 

(No. 49.) 

(elegraphic.) P. ‘Tehran, February 18, 1906. 
FOLLOWING repeated to India and St. Petersburgh :— 


“ Persian loan : 
“St, Petersburgh telegram of the 16th February and my telegram No. 176 of 





agreed, at the urgent requ 
the draft of the 13th February if the promissory note be renewed by Persian Goyern~ 
will give you Persian Gulf Customs drafts as collateral security. 
Payment to be made before the 20th September next in three instalments. 
“With regard to the letter addressed to Mr. Spring-Rice by Count Lamsdorfl, it 
scoms to me probable that the Russian Financial Agent i isc 
Persian Government. He is opposed to any agreement with regarding 
mbitious Man, and I suspect that he has been 
to secure the post of Minister hero in place of M. de Speyer, who informs 
is to be transferred to another post.’ ” » 




























me that 








(5881); . 148, 


Mr, B, Grant Duffto Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 19.) 

No, 8) 
Sir, 
T HAVE the honour to transinit, here 
Lynch Brothers’ agent_at Tehran, 
iari Roadl for the years 1903 to 1905 
Tocal goods and passengers. 
You will see from tho 


Tehran, January 18, 1900, 
ith a copy of @ communication. from 
losing, statistics of the traffic on the 
, exclusive of all outside caravans with 

















res givon that the imports by that route aro increasing 
yreatly, As J reported in my despatch No, 568 of the 20th December, the Porsiin 
Govornment have sent w special official to deal with the constant eases of robbery. on 
the roud, and T have recently been informed by the Mushir-od-Dowloh’ that, Mossrs, 

Lynch will be compensated for their losses at an early date 
The dispatch of the Mamur will perhaps improve matters for a short time, but it 
too probable that after a few months highway robberies will ho as frequent 



















fs have just arrived in Veliran, and Psball take an early oppor 
s¢ with them the question of the security of the road, ‘Whey are, 1 
veady t0 do what thoy can to keep order, but are much handicapped by 

inefficient Government officials, who throw every. possible obstacle in 





tunity of di 
think, very 
the eorrapt 
their way 











Lhaye, &e. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRAND DUFF. 





Tnclosure 1 in No. 143, 
Messrs: Lynch Bros, to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 


Sir, Tehran, January 16, 1906. 
IN reply to your inquiry as to the amount of traffic now passing over the Ahwa 
Tspahan Road, we have the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of statisties whicl 
we have received from our Ispahian agent, showing tho amount of merchandize handled 
by us during the last three years. 
We are, &e. 


(Signed) LYNCH BROS, 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 143. 





raffic between aoe and Ahwaz, andl vice versd, exclusive ot all 
outside Caravans with Local Goods and Passengers, during 1903 to 1905. 








| 1008, 1908. | 1005. 
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[5883] No. Lit. 

Mr, B. Grant Duff to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received February 19.) 

No, 10,) 
ir, Tehran, January 27, 1900. 





I. HAVE the honour to receive the Marquoss of Lansdowue’s despatch No, 170 of 
the 7th ultino regarding the King’s birthday and Kuhak incidents, which are both now 
happily closed, I have no wish to reopen either; but T have the honour to call 
‘utention to two grave omissions in the Mushir-ed-Dowleh’s communication to the 
‘Alaces-Saltanch, 

1, His Bxcelleney omits to mention that the whole Legation staff waited from 
11 A. to Leaf in uniform to receive the Shah's Representative, and that written 
notice hind been given fixing these hours in accordance with precedent, 

2, ‘Tho Mushir-ed-Dowleli omits the important point that he had, as reported in 
my, telogram No, 138 of the Ist November, 1905, verbally promised to give me a 
written undertaking previous to the demolition that the Persian Government would 
re-erect the Kuhak buildings if hereafter required to do so. 

T respectfully venture to think that his Excelloncy’s omission to mention the above 
points shows the necessity of receiving the representations of the Persian Legation in 
conddon as to incidents here with extreme caution, 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 
































(5884) No, 145, 





Mr. E, Grant Du; 





Flo Sir Eiicard Grey.—(Received February 19.) 


(No. 11.) 
Sir, ‘Tehran, January 27, 1906. 
WIE roference to Sir A. Hardinge’s despatch No. 180 of the 21st August, 1905, 
and my telegram No, 26 of the 26th instant, T have the honour to transmit herewith 
translation of a note which have received from the Mushir-ed-Dowlch regarding the 
of the Persian Government to Bahrein, I telegraphing the substance of 
his Excellency’s note to you, I ventured to express the opinion that although the 
Tangunge of the iiclosed communieation was not actually uneivil, its tone appeared 
to me to be open to objection, In these eireumstances, [hail the honour to ask for 
Your instiuetions as to whether F should decline to receive it. 




























7 





The note bears every mark of being the Shah's own composition, as I doubt | 


whether either the Grand Vizier or the Mushir-ed-Dowleh would, on their own 
initiative, have addressed such a communication to the Representative of a foreign 
Government. 

T am confidentially informed that the tone at the Persian Court is very anti- 
European, the Shah and his courtiers apparently believing that what Japan can do 
Persia is also in a position to accomplish. 

Ina country where the Administration is hardly on a level with that of Hayti 
‘or San Domingo, and where the chief power isin the hands of a Sovereign compared 
to whom Bomba was an enlightened patriot, such pretentions can only excite mirth, 
hut I have reported the matter as a curious and, perhaps, significant effect of the late 
Russo-Japanese war on Persian thous 














1 have, &o, 
(Signed) HVELYN GRAND DUFF, 





Inclosure in No, 145, 


Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Mr. ¥, Grant Duff. 





(‘Translation,) 

IN reply to the note addressed by the British Legation respecting the native 
Babrein, T have the honour to state that, in the case of Buhrein and its inhabitants, 
the Persian Government who consider that place its own unquestionable property 
and its people its own subjects, and -vho, in accordance with the sacred ‘Treaties, 
expected every assistance from the friendly Power in ease of any emergency, seo that 
during this time, contrary to the Treaties of 1809, 1814, and 1857, all steps taken by 
the English officials had no other object but to weaken the allegiance of the people 
and the Sheikhs of Babrein to the Persian Government, and to establish their own 
authority in the fond fde property of the Persian Government as Slis boen also meant 
in the note under reply. Frequent representations «and protests have been made both 
here and in London, but although the British Government have taken no exception to 
the ownership and Sovereignty of Persia over Bakirein, the British Government have 
not allowed Persian legal rights to be enforced ther 

‘The present proposals for the intervention of the British Consul-General on behalf 
of the Bahreinis, who ure Persian subjeots, is one proof of the compromising of the 
rights of the Persian Government over their ancient subjects. Such is the now title 

en to the Sheikh of Babrein, calling him tho owner of that plice and concluding 
reaties with him, Under these cixcumstances the Persian Government is obliged 
first to protest against all such measures, which are, im fact, taking possession of andl 
interfering with its lavful territories and subjects, and, secondly, to. request) Hig 
Britannic Majesty's Gov ht of the Treaty oblixatic 
it should be their earnest desire to confirm the allegiance of the Persian subj 

















































































His Imperial Majesty the Shah, as it is expressly stipulated in the ‘Treaty of 1857. 
(6885) No. 146. 
Mr. B, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received February 19.) 
(No. 12) 
Sir, Tehran, January 27, 1906. 


IN obedience to the instructions contained in your telegram No, 16 of the 
24rd instant, I addressed the note, copy of which I inclose, to the Grand V' 
stating that Tis Majesty's Government, having carefully considered his Mighnoss 
request for a loa and the securities and conditions which he offered, regretted. that 
they did not see their way to comply with it in the present cireumstan 

On the 25th instant, the Grand Vizier's Secretary, Momtaz-cd-Dowleh, called 
on me and inquired on behalf of the Grand Vizier what His Majesty's Govern ment 

iby the words “in the present circumstances,” I replied. that L had given i 
note the exact words of your communication, which I had no instructions to 
ferpret more fully. I added that if his Highness desired furthier explanations, | 
wits, of course, ready to lay the matter before you, 

{1618} 21 
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‘The Grand Vizier had, I think, fully counted on_obtai 
Majesty's Government, and their decision will in all probabi 
more intrac 

Tt is the general impression here that unless he can raise money from Russia, his 
fall is & matter of wi 


g a loan from His 
make his Highness 














Thave, &c, 
(Signed) VELYN GRA 








Inclosure in No. 146, 
Mr. E. Grant Duff to the Grand Vizier. 


(‘ranslation,) 4 
(Contidential,) January 24, 1906. 

ATP the end of last November, your Highness asked me to apply to His Majesty's 
Government for a loan of 800,000, to the Persian Government 

I it once brought the matter to the notice of His Majesty's Principal Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs, and have to-day received instructions to inform your 
Highness that His \ Government have carefully considered your request and 
the secnrities and conditions which you offer, but that they regret that they do not, 
in the prosent circumstances, see their way to comply with it, 






























(5887) No. 147, 

Grant Duy t6 Sir Kitward Grey.—(Received February 19.) 
(No. 14) 
Sir, Tehran, January 29, 1 





T HAVE the Honour to. transmit herewith copies of correspondence vith the 
Persian Government on the subject ot the attack made by the Kurds on Captain Gough, 
His Majesty’s Consul at Kermanshah, while he was on special duty at Urmi in Novembor 
1904 

You vill see that the Persian Government assert that no attack was made on 
Captain Gough, but that that officer galloped towards the Kurds, who, thinking tnt 
they were being pursued, fired in self-defence, Tt does not appear from the copy of 
Captain Gough's report, which the Mushir-ed-Nowleh forwards, that he did gallop in 
the direction of the Kurds but, even if he hind done so, it hardly constitutes a reasonanle 
oxcuse for firing over twenty shots at close range at a British Consular Officer, and T 
pointed this out to the Mushir-ed-Dowleh in my note of the 13th instant, 

Having regard to. the fact tat over & year has elapsed singe the outrage and 10 
attempt has been made by the Persian Government to arrest Captain Gough's assailants, 
U reset filly subi Chat the reply ives. y the Mlushi-ed- Dowleh tothe representations 
made by Sit Arthur Hardinge and myself displays tendency to trifle with His Majesty's 
Government. 






























ushir-ed-Dowleb, vhom { unofficially urged without result to withdraw the 
inclosed note, shows no desire to give any sutisfaction for the treatment accorded to 
Captain Gough, Chad the honour to-day to ask in my telegram No, 28 your instructions 
as to what further action Tam to take in the matter. T may add that Lam inquiring 
from His Majesty’s Acting Consul-General at ‘Tabreez, where the Mushir-el-Dowleh 
obtained his copy of Captain Gough’s report, 
Thaye, &e, 
(Signed) "EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 







Tnelosure 1 in No. 147. 


Mushireed-Dowleh to Mr. B, Grant Duff. 


January 7, 1906. 
WITH regard to previous correspondence and conversations respecting the alleged 


G 





attack on Captain Gough at Urmi by the Kurds, have the Honour to state that, 
according to the made anid reports received by the Foreign Office, the Kurds 
did not attack the officer in question. Captain Gough and his escort gallopeil towards 












n9 


the Kurds while they were eseaping,and the latter fired a fewshots as they thought they 
were being pursued. ‘They tired to defend themselves until they could tind a shelter. 
‘Whe proof of this statement is a letter addressed by Captain Gough to the British 
Consul-General at Tabreez on the 22nd November, 1904, A translation of the said 
letter is herewith inclosed, and Iam prepared to send you an English copy, shoiild you 
desire it. The escape of the Kurds cannot be taken for an.attack, According {0 the 
letter in question, the Captain galloped towards the hills, but the Kurds did not come 
towards the Captain, who, you will agree with me, ought not to have galloped towards 
them, If he had not done’so they would not have fired on him, as they had not formed 
any design of doing so. 











Tneiysure 2 in No, 147. 








Captain Gough to Consul-General Wratislan. 


(Forwarded to the British Legation by the Mushir-ed-Dowleh., 


Urns, November 22, 1904, 
I HAVE telegraphed to you that I was attacked on Saturday Inst (the 
19th November), and the following are the details, which T have also sent direct to 
Tehran :— 
T was out with two of my escort in uniform, mounted, and armed, and T also had 
4 couple of ghulams mounted, but unarmed, At aboul 445 rat. (quite light) T saw 
four men run across the road, getting their rifles off theit shoulders, 1 must explain 
that it took place about 2 miles away from the town, at the foot of the hills separating 
Urmi from the Dasht Plain, near a village called Dizrah, T thought the men wore 
inning towards the hills afraid of being attacked by my party, so T kept on, though [ 
warned my sowars to get out some ammunition. I then saw four or five more met 
runing down the hill towards the first lot and all handling their rifles, So when T suit 
them Toad, T galloped, and, though we were fired at, we were not touched. ‘The men 
were then, T suppose, about 100 yards off, We got behind a ridge and dismounted, and 
T took one of my sowar's rifles, and the other sowar and I went to the crest, and we 
were fired at again directly we showed ourselves, So we fired a few shots, ‘he Kutds, 
however, got higher up the hill and began firing at our horses, so we went off to another 
higher ridge and hoxan firing again, “The Kurds again got higher up and one or two 
men got round each side, € I saw it was time to be off, Tt had ako bocome rather 
dark, so we galloped off under a few more dropping shots, ‘Their shots came unpleasanily 
close, but we were none of us hi, and { am affaid nono of them were eithet, Dinvctly 
T got back to this college, I sent a man to Dizrah, to find out who these men were, 
He was told that a party of eight Kurds, followers of ‘Tamar Beg, Baghzade, hind hon 
near for two or three days and had robbed from their village 

































Inclosure 3 in No. 147, 
Mr. B. Grant Duff to Mushir-ed-Dowleh. 


January 18, 1906, 
L HAD the honour to receive your note of the 7th instant, in which you state that 
Captain Gough was not attacked by the Kurds in November 1004, but that the latter 
fred on him in self-defence because he galloped in their direction. I desire to draw 
your Exeellency’s attention to the fuct that in Captain Gough's report, copy. of which 
You inelose, he does not state that he galloped towards the Kurds, But even should ho 
have done so, T eannot conceal my astonishment that the Persian Government should 
consider this an adequate reason for the discharge of over twenty shots at a Britishy 
Consular officer with the obvious intent of killing him. 

As I had the honour to inform your Excellency verbally on Wednesday last, f 
shall forward a translation of your Excellency’s note to His Majesty’s Government as 
soon as possible, and shall no doubt receive their instructions in due course, 
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(5888) No, 148. 
Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 19.) 
(No. 16.) 
My Lord, Tehran, January 29, 1906. 


T HAVE the honour to report that no satisfactory progress hias been made by the 
Persian Government towards settling the long outstanding Uri case. 

Tn the voluminous correspondence on the subject, copy of which T have the honour 
to inclose, you will see that carly in January the Persian Government ordered an 
expedition to proceed against the Kurds, with a view to recapture the accomplices in 
the Labarce murder by foree, ‘The Persian Government have now offically informed 
both Mr, Pearson, the United States’ Minister, and myself, in answer to our joint note 
of the 11th December, 1905, that, owing to the frontier dispute with Turkey, it is against 














the interests of Persia to take ‘severe measures against the Kords, but that special 
officials have been nominated “to persuade the Kurds, and bring them peaceably to 





Urmi" Mr, Pearson and I, as L had the houour to report, in my telegram No, 28 of 
toalay's date, consider that the excuse given by the Persian Government is a mere 
pretext to delay the settlement of the case, and we think that, in view of the answer 
Teceived to our note, it would serve no useful purpose to see the Grand Vizier, or apply 
for an audicnes and ly the matter before the Shab, as we had decided to do. 
Mr, Pearson lias therefore referred the whole case to Washington for instructions in his 
espatel of the 19th instant, copy of which is inclosed, In that despatch Mr. Pearson 
draws attention to the fuet that the 9th March, the date by which the Persian 
Government undertook to punish the leading + or become liable to pay. the 
Datance of the indenmity demanded, is near at hand, and inquires what action he 
take should the Persian’ Government offer to pay the money in question, or tal 
stops to settle the ease, He informed me privately that he does not think the United 
States’ Government will accept the sum referred to, but will tike measures to force the 
Persian Goverment, should it become nveossary to do so, to punish the Kurds concerned 
in the murde 

In the above circumstances, it would scem useless to detain Mr. Wratislaw any 
longer at Urns He reports that his withdrawal will not compromise the safety of the 
Christians living in Azerbaijan, aud [ propose, with your sanction, to instruct him to 
return to Tabreez, 

In Mr, Pearson's letter to me of the 18th instant, copy of which 1 have the houour 
o inclose, while thanking Mr, Wratislaw and myself for such assistance as we have 
Veen able'to afford, He stites that he knows that the United States’ Government will 
niot he willing to {ax the generosity of His Majesty's Government by asking them to 
Kvop [lis Majesty's Consul-General at Tabreez indefinitely from his post in order to 
‘attend a trial whieh may never take place, 

T have verbally: assured Mx, Pearson that [am confident that His Majesty's 
Government are re wtruct Mr, Wratislaw to do what he properly ean 
to protect American zetbaijan, but that Lageee that his further stay at 
Unni is useless, and 1 have so reported to you, 

Tam dealing With the attack on Captiin Gough in a separate despateli, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) EVELY: 



















































GRAND DUEF, 





Inclosure 1 in No. 148. 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Consul-General Wratistaw, 





(Wetezraphie.) B. Tehran, January 6, 1906. 








ICAN Mission's message. Your telegram of the 3rd January, 
Both Mr, Pearson and myself consider that it would be impossible for you with 





safety und propriety? to undertake to. receive, independently of Persian military 
authorities, submission of the Kurds. We will consider question of punishment when 
Kurds have been recaptured, Pxpedition against the Kurds is, in our opinion, both 
necessary and salutary, and we have repeatedly requested the Persian Government to: 
carry it Out 

American Mission should be informed acconlingly. 
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Tnclosure 2 in No. 148, 
Mr. B. Grant Duff to Mr. Pearson. 


Sir, Tehran, January 6, 1906. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith paraphrase of a telegram which I have 
received from His Majesty's Consul-General at Urmi with regard to the steps being 
taken to induce the Kurds accused of complicity in the murder of Mr, Labaree to 
come in, 

Talso inclose a message from the American Mission at Urmi, which they have 
requested Mr. Wratislaw to forward to you through His Majesty's Legation, 

Thavo, &e. 
(Signed) E, GRAND DUFF. 





Tnclosure 8 in No, 148, 


Consul-General Wratislaw to Mr. B, Grant Duff 

(No. 3.) 

(Telegraphic.) P, Uri, January 8, 1906. 
THE Governor was to have met the Kurds who recently came to Bender, but before 

he could arrive they began fighting among themselves, and dispersed, 1 was informed 

to-day by the Governor that, as lic had failed to induce the Kurds to come in peaceably, 

he liad now ealled out 1,500 Kurds of other tribes, and would. proceed to use foree, 

still think it likely that our Kurds will give in at the last moment, though they give out 

that they will offer resistance, and have fortified four of their vi 

















Inclosure 4: in No. 148. 


Message from the American Mission at Uri for his Excellency the Honourable Richmond 
Pearson, transmitted by Consil-General Wratislaw in hus. telegram of January 
1006. 


WE agree emphatically as to British Consul-General, and therefore desire that he 
be definitely empowered to avail himself of submission which the Kurds, in face of 
military expedition, have shown themselves much more likely to make to a British or 
American Representative than to. Persians, whom they entirely mistrust; Wra 
should be assured that his action will have the support of the United States’ Government, 
We beliove that prompt and final settlement might thus be made and much bloodshed 
and sulfering be avoided 




















Inclosure 6 in No. 148, 


Mr. Pearson to Mr. Root. 

(Telegraphic,) January 8, 1906. 
ERSIAN Government finally has ordered an expedition 1,500 strong. to 
ture Kurd accomplices by force, Kurds have assembled clans beh 





ree id fortifications 
ani await atiack, Missionaries at Urmi, after insisting on armed expedition as the only 
course effective, now recoil at prospect of bloodshed, and earnestly request me by wire to 
make terms with the tribe through the British Consul-General independently of Persian 
authorities, I have declined their request, Has this your approval ? 

British Minister and { concur in the belief that force is the only effective measure, 
and that the expedition will inve a good elect, See my despatch, the 8th July, 1904. 


(The reference is to identie note signed by Sir A. Hardinge and myself) 














(i618) 
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Secretary of State has to-day cabled me that my refusal to comply with request of 
missionaries is approved, pe 
(Initialled) RP. 
January 9, 1906, 





Tnclosure 6 in No, 148, 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Mr. Pearson. 
ir, Tehran, January 18, 1906. 

T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the paraphrase of a telegram received 
to-day from Mr, Wratislaw regarding affairs at Uri. 

T hear that Sahm-ul-Mulk is to replace the present Governor. Although @ change 
of Governor at this juncture is hardly wise, the fact that Sahm-ul-Mulk isa relative of 
Mushir-ed-Dovleh makes it difficult to ask his Excellency to reconsider the matter. 

Thave the honour to draw your special attention to the fact that Mobarrem is 
approaching, and that the month of mourning will no doubt be made the excuse for 
further delay. 

T hiave, &e, 
(Signed) E, GRANT DUFF. 





Tnolosure 7 in No. 148. 
Consul-General Wratislaw to Mr. B, Grant Duff. 


(Totographie.) Py January 15, 1908. 

TAM informed by Governor that he has received confidential message that he 
vill be stortly appointed to the Governorship of Ardebil. Can you find out whether 
this iy @ fact without compromising him? At present’ moment it would be most 
impolitie to change Governor. 

Labaree case does not progress, and Governor, in. consequence of above message, 
appears to have lost his energy, As winter isnearly half over and Moharrem is at hand, 
itis urgent that matter should be pressed at Tehran, 

















Inclosure 8 in No, 148, 


Resolution ailopted by the Annual Meeting of the Western Persia Mission of the American 
Preshyterian Boavid of Foreign Missions. 


WHEREAS since the first informatio 
Rev. BW, Labs 4p to the present, a period of more than a year and a-half, we 
have been constantly indebted to His Britannic Majesty's, nsul-General at Tabreez 
for protection against danger, and for his efforts to secure ¢ at the hands of the 
Persian Government, often at the cost of great personal inconyenience to himself, 

Resolved that we, the American Presbyterian Mission in session assembled, express 
our heartfolt gratitude to A. Q, Wratislay, O.MG., His Britannie Majesty's’ Consul- 
General at Tabrees, for his untiring help in’ our sore troubles and in personal sympathy 
in our sorrows, and also to Hildebrand F. Stevens, Esq., Acting His Britannic Majesty's 
Consul-General, tor his constant interest in us and his activity in our behalf, 

(Signed) W. A, SHEDD, 
Moderator of Annual Meeting. 





was received of the murder of the 




















‘Tabrees, October 10, 1905, 


Tnelosure 9 in No, 148, 
Mr. Pearson to Mr. E, Grant Duff. 
American Legation, Tehron, January 18, 1906. 


I BEG to hand you herewith a copy of note from the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, from 
which it appears that ‘the indecision and procrastination of the Persian Goverment 
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are without any definite limits, and that the time for the trial of the Kurds cannot even 
be approximated, 

I know that my Government would not be willing (o tax your generosity indefinitely 
in asking you to keep Consul-General Wratislaw awsy from his post and ftom his family 
in order to attend a trial that may never take place. 

I therefore suggest that you give him such instructions as the interests of your 
Government may require. 

In the name of the American Government 1 thank moat sincerely both you and him 


for your generous, ungrudging, and steadfast devotion to the interests of American 
citizens in North-West Persia, 





Tnclosure 10 in No, 148, 


Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Mr. Pearson. 
Your Excellency, January 14, 1906, 

YOUR message regarding the delay which has occurred in sending a'teply to your 
note of the ith December, 1905, concerning the trial of the Kurds, brought. by 
Mr. Tyler, has been communicated (o me. 

As Mr. 'Tyler stated that no response had been made 
that I should inform you that on the receipt of the sam 
tend Hussein Kuli Khan to the Legation to bring 10 yout Excellency's notice certain 
difficulties which had transpired. 

1 desire now again to state that, considering the differences which have occurred on 
the frontier with the Turkish Government, itis for certain reasons not advisable that 
the Persian Government should take any strong measures against the Kurds, 

tu view of this fact, special Commissioners on the part of the Government have 
gone into the midst of the Kurds to endeavour to induce them to attend tho trinl at 
Urmi. At this particular time more than this is not convenient for the Government, 
and the Ministry for Foreign Affairs trusts that the Legation will not lay upon it a duty 
the performance of which is fraught with much difficulty, and accord'it a little space 
that, with the means in view, it may speedily and peaceably present them in Urini to 
take their trial, 

Lavail, &e, 


(Sealed) Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 





to the note, it is necessary 
was considered advisable to 





























Tnelosure 11 in No. 148, 


Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Mr. E, Grant Duff 


January 18, 1906, 

IN reply to your note of the 11th ultimo, which you and the United States’ 
Minister jointly signed, respecting: the trial of the Kurds, T have the honour to state 
that, as have already informed the American Minister in my note of the 14th instant, 
in view of the present differences with the ‘Durkish Government respecting the frontier, 
it is against the interest of the Imperial Government of Persia to tnke severe measures 
in the matter. Some special officials have therefore been nominated to persuade the 
Kurds and bring them peacefully to Urmi 

Since no other measure will be convenient to the Government, the Foreign 
Office expects that the British Legation will not make proposals, the execution of 
which may be inconvenient to the Persian Government, By the means contemplated 
the Kurds will be brought to Urmi and the inquiries into the matter will be made, 




















Inclosure 12 in No. 148, 
Mr. Tyler to Mr, B, Grant Duff. 


Dear Mr. Grant Duff, * American Legation, Tehran, January 24, 1900, 
MR. PEARSON has instructed me to send for your information the two inclosed 
copies of papers referring to the Labaree case. 
Yours, &e, 
(Signed) JOHN TYLER. 
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Tnclosure 13 in No. 148, 


Report by Mr. Tyler of an Interview with the Mushir-ed-Dowleh on January V7, 
IES ‘communicated to Mr. Pearson. 


‘THE Mushir-ed-Dowleh, in reply to your question, “ Were the Kurd. prisoners 
released with the knowledge or by the nuthiority of the Persian Government ?” said the 
men were not released with the knowledge or by the authority of the Persian 
Government, and added that when the men were on the way. between Tabreez 
and Urmi they asked permission of Mirza Baker Khan, the Commissioner, to go to 

















their villages for two or three days to look after their affairs, as they had been 
away for a considerable time, promising that they would then surrender themselves 


ue (Signed) JOHN TYLER. 
American Legation, Tehran, 
January V7, 1906. 





Inclosure 14 in No. 148, 





Mr. Pearson to Mr. Root. 


Sir, American, Legation, Tehran, January 19, 1900. 
“ANHLE terms of agreement in the Labaree ease, aceopted by the Persian Government 
‘on the rd January, 1005, contained the following provision, to. wit — 








2. “If the leading accomplices, notoriously identified as participants in the crime, 
and living within the jurisdiction of Persia, shall not have heen captured and punished 
‘according to the measure of their guilt before the 9th March, 1906... . then, and in any 
Auch event, Ho much of the indemnity as is hereby remitted—to wit, the sum of 20,000 
dollary—shall immediately beconie due and payable just as if no reduction had been 
maile in the total amount conceded by the Persian Government, it being the purpose and 
intent of both Governments, iu concluding this form of settlement, to prevent as faras 
possible the recurrence of similar crimes.” 





















By reference (o te telogtam of the late Secretary Hay, dated the 20th December, 
1004, it will be seen that the otlier conditions set forth by me and demanded as a basis 
of selllement were specifically approved ; but as to the payment of this 20,000 dollars, 
conilitionally abated, he was itly silent, and T inferred that he did not intend to 
enforce this penalt; 

Tn the despatch confirming his telegram he was ax 

In w note which L addressed to the Persian M 
Ath October, 1905, 1 used the following langunge, to wit 



















silent on the subject, 
‘ster for Foreign Affairs on the 





“T have been led to believe that the Kurdish tribes in sympathy with the accused 
‘are willing to pay to the widow of Mr. Labaree the 20,000 dollars’ which was con- 
ditionally abated from the amount of the indemnity, and that the prisoners expect 
release oni such torms5 but I now notify your Excellency, in the most emphatic terms, 
that my Government will never assent fo even consider such a disposition of this case, 
Hold cannot atone for American blood, ‘Punishment, ‘according to the measure of thei 
guilt,’ is the only reparation whieli my Government will accept, and for this it rel 
upon the strict performance of the pledge above set forth, in which you solemnly bind the 
honour and faith of Persia,” 4 

‘The period within which the Persian Government undertook to punish the 
accomplices will expire the 9th March, 1906, ‘The Department is aware that the chief 
agcomplices were captured last February, brought to Tehran, held here for seven 
months, and then remanded to Urmi for trial; they eseaped or were liberated on 
the way, and have since defiantly refused to surrender or appear at the trial, ‘The 
probability is that they will not be caught or tried before the 9th March, and, anticipating 
this eventuality, I write nove for specific instructions to guide me— 




















1, In the event that the Persian Government does nothing. : 
2. In the event that they offer 20,000 dollars more for the widow and children of 
Mr. Labaree, 
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Tam preparing fall transcript of the voluminous correspondence in relation to the 
ase ; but in advance of its completion I send now the essential facts, in order that the 
Department may instruct me in the premises before the 9th March, 
Tam, éc, 
(Signed) RICHMOND PEARSON, 





[5889] No. 149, 
Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 19.) 
Wo. 16.) 
Sir, Tehran, January 80, 1906, 


I HAD the honour to receive your telegram No. 9 of the 10th instant, in 

which yoo inform me that the Persi iter in London has complained of ‘the 

horsh nd unusual tone of my representations regarding the condition of affairs at 
rar, 

Thad the honour, in my telegram No. 12 of the 12th instant, paraphrase of which 
is inclosed,* to reply to the Ala-es-Sultaneh’s observations, I have little to add to that 
telegram, for the great length of which I must apologize. 

My visit to the Grand Vizier was one of the periodical attempts which I mako 
to get our claims settled, or at least to get some answer to my various notes, My. 
reeolleetion of our conversation, at- which Abbas Kuli Khan acted as intexprete, is a8 
follows :— 

T began by calling attention to the deplorable state of Shiraz, and more especially 
of the Bushire road, where robberies of British goods are frequent, and where our 
Bushire Consular messengers had recently been stopped, beaten, and tied up. by 
the fect during a whole night by the road guards who are supposed to protect 
travellers. I warned the Grand Vizier most soriously that, British interests in Rarg 
were endangered, and that if a period was not put to these constant outrages His 
Majesty's Government would be compelled to consider the question of supplying 
escorts to caravans carrying British goods, 

aulmitted that the state of Fars gave him great pain,” bub added 
thing was being done to put matters on a better footing. His Highness 
has constantly made the same remark during the last few montlis, and no result 
has followed. 

I again pointed out the undesirability of keeping in office in one of the most 
important provinees of Rersia a young Prineo who fad no experience in adminiee 
trative work, and who was at best dependent on the adviee of a Vazir who had earned 
the hatred of all ‘at Shiraz, ‘Uh mr appeared somewhat to resent 
my referring tothe Shun-es-Sultanch us d, and T hastened to assure his 
Highness that my remarks applied. to the ‘capacity of Governor of Pars, 
and that £ meant no disrespect to the Shal’s family. T informed his fighness that 
the Legation courier was leaving in two days, and I should be most obliged if he 
could give me, if possible noxt day, some definite assurance that’n reform of the 
Government of Fars would take place at an early date, ‘That I asked for the removal 
of the Shua-es-Sultanch in twenty-four hours or made use of anything approaching a 
threat in caso of non-compliance is simply untrue, His Highness, in reply, said he 
hoped {o,send me a satisfactory miosago on the subject in afer days, has not 
yetdone so, I then called his Highness’ attention to the constant delay in answering 
my notes and messages, I said that it was hardly in accordance with eourtesy to 
Koop His Majesty’s Legation waiting for weeks for answers to the most. simple 
requests, and then to send replies which were often so vague that they were almost 
impossible to understand. His Highness said he would speak to the Mushir-ed- 
Dowleh with regard to the matter, and here the conversation ended, and we parted 
apparently on the best of terms, His Highness sent me a few days later a present of 
game, accompanied by a courteous note, and I subsequently had a friendly interview 
with him, 

It is impossible to be certain, but I have a strong suspicion that the complaint 
made by the Ala-es-Sultaneh had not its origin either in the Mushit-ed-Dowleh or the 
Grand Vizier, but in the Minister of the Court, who is at present all-powerful with 
the Shah, and who is the paid agent in Tehran of the Shua-es-Sultanch. It is 
isgnificant that a similar complaint has recently been made in Patis of the French 


+ No.87, 
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Chargé d’ATffaires, who has been obliged to make strong representations regarding the 
‘ince’s malpractices. oe ea S 
aaa eee ihe words “incapable, cruel, and tyrannical which T used in a 
private letter, dated the 17th November last to the Mfushir-ed-Dowleh they are nc 
Loubt somewhat. strong expressions, but I respectfully submit that they are accurate, 
‘As rogands the frst, T need only refer to the two telegrams already in. your possession 
sont by the whole people of Shiray to the Teas of Missions here, and the condition 
‘of the roads in Fars, As regards the word “cruel,” a Governor who cel at ae 
fongues—and innocent men’s tongues—ss the Prines tas done, may, I submit be 
justly so characterized. Dr, Scott, lately Acting Physician at His M njesty’s Legation 
Informs me that, when at Shimz he vas constantly ealled in to treat some wretched 

creature whom the Prince had caused to be mutilated. An ay a nN 
concomed, if it is necessary to say anything more, T need only add that the Pines 
arbitrarily raised the rents of the Vekil Bazaar at Shiraz—a street correo lng. G 
Regent Strect in London—to such a point (hat hundreds of traders have suffered grea 
Le ; ion wi Vizier, L have shown this 
‘5 T kept no notes of my conversation with the Grand Vizier, T havo sh 
done i ‘Robas Kull Khan, who was present, and he states that the account here 


given is substantially aceur 































T have, &. = ws 
igned) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 














[6891] No, 150. 


Mr. Ey Grant Duff to Sir Edwird Grey.—(Received February 19.) 





ee obra, January 30,1008. 
ge r Yo, 168 of the timo, I have the honour to 
VIPH reference to my telegram No, 168 of the 6th w our t 
Fatpudteibea ‘otespatelies from His Majesty’s Consul at Tspahan and His Majesty's 
‘Acting View-Consul at Youd regarding the recent agitation in the latter city j 
Church Missionary Society's school, It vould appear that the matter forthe present 
satniactorly sett and no farther complaints have repai Be 
(Signed) EVELY 
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Tnclosure 1 in No. 150. 
Vice-Consul Baggaley to Mr. B. Grant Duf 


Dear Sir, Yesd, December 12, 1905. ‘ 

mT AN i iv vhite informatio 
NCLOSE a note which T have received from Dr. White for your information. 

have wend the despnteh to which Dr, White refers by tosday's post through Me, Breese. 
[have also sont by Coxy’s post to your address, under separate cover an Sesto 

i paper, published in. Calcutta, styled“ Nabl-l-Matin,” containing certain articles 

jhe T inkve marked, aud which may interest you, Tam informed that this paper has 

Aa i ntains undesirable matter. 

A wide ee 

(Signel) HL. BAGGALEY. 











‘culation in Persia, and generally 











Inclosure 2 in No, 150. 





Dr. White to Vice-Consut Baggaley. 
Yeed, December 8, 1905. 


Hettook to avert what might haye become a very serious outbreak here. 
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Tnclosure 8 in No, 150, 
Mr, Aganoor to Mr. E. Grant Duff, 


Ispahan, December 23, 1905. 
VE the honour to inclose herewith duplicate copy of a despatch (No. 16 of 
stant) from the Viee-Consul at Yezd on the subject of the recent. agitation 
against the Church Missionary Society's school in that town, 











Tnclosure 4 in No, 150, 


Vice-Consul Baggaley to Mr. Aganoor. 





against the Church Mi 
follows — 

My attention was first dravn to the matter on the 22nd ultimo by my moonahee, 
who handed me the inclosure herewith, marked No. 1, whieh was copied from the 
original posted on the door of the musala on the evening of the 28rd ultimo, 
mentioned the matter to Dr, White and Mr. Boyland, who represent. the Society in 
Yeu, and requested the latter to keep me informed of any difficulties he might be in 
with regard to the school. He promised to do so, and said he had referred the matter 
to the Governor, who was then at Ardekan, through the Begler Begi, and expected a 
reply the next day. On the 26th ultimo Mr, Boyland came to see me, and stated that, 
although ample time had been given, no reply had heen reecived from the Governor, 
and that he had no iden matters vere 40 bad.” As I had been kept well informed fron, 
various sources of everything that was going on, and realized the gravity of the situation, 
Tadvised Mr, Boyland to close the school temporarily, and dispatched my telegram to 
His Britannie Majesty's Chargé Affaires, a copy of which was forwarded to you, 

On the iltimo Haj a Agha again preached in the musala to. a 
congregation of about 1,000, encouraging the boy, who, it transpires, isa bout 18 yenrs old, 
to continue doing whatever mischiet he could, and promising: him his eo-operation and 

also stating that he himself would continue preaching against and cursing the 
Firangis until the Moslems were set upon them, Again the next day he preaclied much 
in the same strain, and further added that the Christians had not come to Yezd to 
Venefit the Moslems, but that they had their own purposes to serve ; that the hospital 
was not opened for philanthropic purposes, but that it was only a cloak; that the 
Christians wanted to Christianize the land, and to ring church bells instead of th 
Mussulman calls to prayer. From this date the preaching woul appear to have been 
discontinued, and on the 29th ultimo 1 was informed that the boy had been 
arrested. 

On the 20th ultimo the Mushir-cl-Mamalik came to see me, vide my telegram 
aod the 2nd instant to His Britannic Majesty's Chargé dA faites, and on the Intter 


date I received the inclosed letter from him, marked No. 2, but I heard nothing more 
from him, 




















































Mr, Boyland, at hi : compliance with his orders issued 
from Ardekan, the boy had been severely chastised, and affected surprise. when we 

ppeared to 
inner, and 


1, To have the boy seized and expelled from the town, 

2, To isste a Proclamation warning people not to interfere with the school (copy of 
narked No, 3, inclosed), 

. To obtain a letter from Hajji Mirza Agha, stating that anything he is reported 

to haye said against the Europeans or against the school is altogether a mistake, and 

that he does not wish to interfere in any way with either, 








sami 


On the 6th instant the Governor wrote to me saying that all three terms had been 
carried out. 


So far I have received no evidence that (1) and (3) have been carried out, but, 
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(2) certainly has, one copy having been posted on the musala, which I think is highly 
satisfactory. 

[think the better class of Persians in Yezd is not unfavourably disposed towards 
Europeans, and the lootis are not likely to do anything, unless encouraged by the 
mullahs, The Begler Begi has a firm hold on the former, and can be trusted to perform 
his luties, provided the Governor gives him the necessary orders and support. At the 
ume’ time ‘Buropeans would fecl more secure if more soldiers were sent to Yezd. I 
understand there are only about forty lereat the present time, a number quite inadequate 
considering the population, which is roughly estimated at 60,000. 

‘he Governor has requested me to inform His Britannic Majesty's Chargé 
@Affaires how well he has done for us in this matter, but I cannot conscientiously do 
40; particularly as he kept out of the way until presumably ordered into town by the 
authorities in ‘Mebran, and did not arrive here until the 8rd instant from a place about 
2 farsnkhs avay, where he had been for several days. Moreover, 1am informed by 
those most competent to know that he is a very weak Governor, and that had it 
not been for the prompt mensures taken by the Central Government, thanks to the 
urgent representations of His Britannic Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires, matters might 
have become very serious, 

T inclose copies of three telegrams which were exchanged direct with the Legation, 
ated the 1st, 2nd, and 6th respectively, for your information, 

T have, &. 
(Signed) H. BAGGALEY. 








Tnelosure 5 in No, 150. 


Governor's Proclamation, 
(Uranslation.) 

FOR all the people of Yezd it is proclaimed and published, because for some 
days, according to the desire of the honourable Consul, and for’ certain reas 
holiday was given in the school from teaching and instruction, Secondly, according to 
the permission and advice of the most learned mullahs in Yezd, we also give pore 
inigsion that the school be opened and they engage in teaching, and if Mussulman 
children also wish to gain knowledge of the language, with the permission and 
equieseence of their guardiany, a ne has the right to interfere with any of 
them, And ifany (which God forbid) bring disgrace upon the honourable clergy: 
his pupils certainly he shall be severely punished. Farewell, 














Dated this Tuesday of the month of Shayal, 1323. 


Inclosure 6 in No. 150, 


Verses composed by the boy named Ferukh Khan, which were posted on the door of the 
Musala at Yesd, 
(Wronslation.) 

AMIE heayens are hard upon us with unsteady engagements; they have given to 
every mean follow kingly pomp, Devilish ideas have stripped men of religion; they 
have sont their children to the house of a Nazarene. Woe unto this religion ! 
for such a law! 

(© Sahib-uz-Zaman! look on. the people for once, because for learning a Ianguage 
they hiave all become followers of blasphemers. They recite by heart the name of Jesus 
in prayer. © Imam of Land and Sea! put thy fect into the stirrup before the world 

008 to Tn 
Bow" Thoy are all inclined and accustomed to Christian prayers; and yet they have no 
memory of their prayers as prescribed by law, ‘Their sage is a Guebre, and their 
teacher un Armenian; for the sake of their lessons they have wholly given up the 
religion of Ahmed, May the dust be heaped on their heads for their folly ! 

First of all is Ali Asghar, who is the son of the Muin-ut-Tujjar, for during their 
prayers he says, “ May evil eyes be far from here, this is the place of the Holy Ghost 
and niot of pleasure and feasting.” ‘Then out of great ecstasy he laughs with the 
Nazerene, attracting: his notice clandestinely. 
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Tnclosure 7 in No. 150. 


Mushir-el-Mamalk to Vice-Consul Baggaley. 


(Granslation.) September 7, 1905, 

IN reference to the discourse of that certain man, I have now been engaged up to 
now in negotiations and in making terms with him. He asked for a respite until tl 
afternoon, in order to carry out the terms agreed upon, I hope to obtain a proper 
result after the afternoon meeting, and to inform you of the same, Let your mind be 
free from anxiety, because I will not grudge ay exertions on my part, 








(5892) No, 161. 
Mr, E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received February 19.) 
(No. 19.) 
Sir, Tehran, January 30, 1906, 


WITH reference to my despatch No, 2, Confidential, of the rd instant, T have 
the honour to transmit herewith a translation of a note from the Persian Government 
in which they state their reasons for declining to pay the compensation demanded by 
His Majesty's Government in respect of the outrage on Colonel Douglas and Captain 
Lorimer in'the autumn of 1904, 

Th, my telegram No. 8 of the 10th instant I had the honour to inform you of 
the attitude of the Persian Government with regard to the matter and to express the 

inion that the time has now come to inforee payment, I added that T thought 
diplomatic pressure would effect nothin 

From your telegram No. 11 of the 11th instant I gather that, the matter is 
engaging the attention of Ilis Majesty's Government and T await your instructions, 

have returned no reply to the Mushis-ed-Dowleh’s note of the Gtl instant, 

1 also inclose copy of a despatch from His Majesty's Consul at Kermanshah 
showing that the sale of the mare and mules, referred to in my despatch No, 2%, 
realized 1,015 krans (about 324), whieh as been placed to the credit of {lls Majesty’ 
Legation at tho Imperial Bank of Persia in Teh 

Thay 
(Signed) EVELYN GRAN® DURE, 






























Inclosure 1 in No, 151. 


Mishirsed=Dowleh to Mr. B. Grant Duff, 





I HAVE received your note of the Ist instant ing the compen 
claimed on account of the attack by the Derokvand Lars on Colonel Dou, 
Captain Lorimer. Im reply, Ihave’ the honour to refer you to the previous corre- 
spondence amongst which are copies of Captain Lorimer’s letter addressed to the 
Biegler Begi and the letter written after the incident, 

‘These copies were sent to his Excellency Sir A, Hantinge, and in my note of 
the 16th February, 1909, I drew his Excelieney’s attention to the fact’ that the 
officers in question’ had been informed by the local authorities of the disturbed 
condition of the road and that the officers in question would he responsible for any 
incident which might occur. ‘ho responsibility rests, therefore, with themselves, and 
if yon will refer to the previous correspondei will agree with me that the 
Persian Government has no responsibility in this matter which would necessitate the 
payment of any compensation, 























Tnclosure 2 in No, 151, 


Consul Gough so Mr. E. Grant Duff, 





Xo, 5.) 





Kermanshah, January 12, 1906, 
[ TLAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your telegram No. 16 of the 
20th ultimo and to inform you that the animals were sold for the sum of 2,000 krans 
for the lot. 
[uss] 21 
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kK Ep for seven day: nted to 45 i 
2, ‘The expenses of Keeping the animals for seven days amour Jeans, 
and the bank charges for sending the balance am née to 40 rans, an the remaining 
of 1,015 krans has been sent to your credit at Tela ji : 
Sen probuble that T could have gota higher price for the animals, if L hud 
waited, but considering the cost of feeding I thought it expedient to sell the animals 
ly as T could. 























Lhave, &. ; 
(Signed) -H. GOUGH, Captain. 
{5893} 
Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 19.) 
Gee Tehran, January 30, 1906. 


i hedience to the instructions contained in your telegram No.1 of the 1st 
EM seuentunsiercapret whieh I inclose, to the Persian Government 
ng the apology to be offered to His Majesty's Cousal in Selstan by the lo 
authorities on account of the burning of the buil Kulak formerly o¢euy 
the Seistan Frontier Delimitation Commission, 

ntain Macpherson reported to me on 




















Sth instant that the Deputy Governor, 














accompanied by the Yamin-i-Nizam, had called on him in uniform and tendered a 
suitable apology, which lie accepted Asean 
(Signed) EVELYN GI DUPF. 








Tnelosure in No. 152. 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to the Mushir-ed-Dowleh. 





WITH regard to previous correspon 
Kui oidings Fave the honour to inform you tha T have, 
from His Majesty's Government instructing me to notify the 
that thoy have learnt with surprise that the apology promised by th Persian Ministr 
on the 7th ultimo has not heen made, Tam to say that, unless within the next ie 
days the Deputy Governor of Seistan and the official actually guilty Rees g the 
dings call in uniform on His wnanelogye le 
wavation offered by the Persian Goy Fi 
settlement, and the whole question will 
T haye the honour to state that I have instruet 
in the above sense, 


ce on the subject of the bum 

received 
ian Govern 
P 





























Tehran, January 2, 1906. 








(6894) No, 169. 


Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received February 19.) 


eae) Tehran, January 80, 1906, 
NP HAVE. the honour to trausmit herewith iyo. despatches’ from Tis Majesty 
Consul at Shiraz, reporting on the position of affairs in that town, and generally 
th) ; 

a wie Persian Government, after disregarding for several months the petitions and 
telegrams sent hy. all classes off the community in Shiraz, at length seeing that things 
were hecouing Very serious, dispatehed the Vazir-i-Makhsus to fo the grievances 
HF the people. "ht offi arcved in, Shin on the 26th insant, and as had an 
ingrsew of 4 conlial character vith, His Majeiys Consul. It remains to be see 

whether oF no his ellos wil be attonded with satisfactory results, ‘The whole maiter 
Aepends on whether the Persian Government decide to dismiss the present Governor 
a ik Var on hater they will to fore is Highness onthe peone, The posto 

of aifaits is now so threatening that I ean hardly believe that the Grand Vizier will face 
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the open rebellion which is almost certain to follow 
Saltanch back to Fars. 

As T reported in my telegram No. 150 of the 24th ultimo, the Mushit-ed-Dowleh 
Sent his son to me with a message to the effect that on his arrival at Shitaz tho Vasit 
Makhisus would assame the control of affairs, and that the present Governor-General 
would not return. T-can only hope that it may be so, and as 1 had the honour to inform 
Jou in my telegram No, 29 of the 29th January, the Vazir Makhsus has promised to give 
the people of Shiraz a definite answer on the 3rd February next, 

T vould call your special attention to the complaint’ made to Mr. Grahame by the 
local representatives of British firms, who are naturally in despair at the loss of buemness 
brought about by the situation at shiraz. Merchants at Ispahan and Bushire have heen 
unable to forvard goods owing to the prevailing insecurity, and the list of robberies 

British merchandize, transwoitted in my despatch No. 284 of the Bist December, 1905, 
is, Tsubmit, an eloquent commentary on the Persian Minister's reassuring statement 
that thestate of Fars has been exazgerated. It must be clearly understood that the 
list in question is confined to British goods stolen, and represents but a tithe of the 
robberies actually committed. The other southern roads are equally. infested. with 
brigands, and I have already had the honour to report ou the Bakhtiari Rond robberies, 
the responsibility for which also rests with the Governor-General of Fars, 

In the above circumstances 1 respectfully. submit that should haye grossly 
neglected my duty had I not repeatedly impressed on the Persian Government thy 
necessity of properly safeguarding British interests, 

Thave not yet received from Mr. Grahame a full report on the outrage on the 


messengers of the Bushire Consulate General. T hope to have the honour of sending i 
by the next bag. 


any attempt to send the Shua-es- 





























T have, &e, 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANY DUP 
——EEEEE 


Inclosure 1 in No. 158. 





Consul Grahame to Mr. E, Grant Duff 





(No. 129 a1) 
Sir, 





Shiraz, December 23, 1905. 
IN aunplification of my two telegrams Nos. 102 and 104, Secret, [ have the honour 
to inclose a Memorandum on the situation in Fars, 

Uhave dispatehed copy of this by the Residency Casid to-day to Bushire, 

You will note that the situation tends to become acute, ‘The leaders of the 
movement appear to be acting sei but it is possible dint they’ may not be able to 
‘maintain control over the malcontents, 


















GEORGE GRAIAME, 
— 
Inclosure 2 in No, 193, 


Memorandum on the Situation in Fars. 


‘THE agitation against the Governor-General of Fars and his Vazir has now entered 
second phase. On the 1sth Decembera telegram from Kazeroun to the Postmaster 
Shiraz announced troubles there. 

On the 19th December the signaller of the I.EcT, Department at that station 
Feported disturbances broken out that inorning—one party for and one against the local 
authorities, Cause supposed over taxation ou opium; others satisfied [sic], Some 
damage done in the bazar; shops hastily closed. Current talk that disturbances put up 
by Khajeh, former Kalantar hiere, 

On the 20th December Prince Monyyid-us-Saltanieh (Head of Persian ‘Telegraph 
Department) communicated to the Shiraz Ulema a telegram from ‘Tehran (apparently 
Kept back till then) to the effvet that the Salar-isAssad was about to start a special 

nour to examine grievances and to uphold the authority of the Prince Governor 
eneral, 

Apparently, on or about the same date, a “khalaat ” from the Shah reached Shiraz 
for the Sardar. 
‘The clergy 
























ind people, who up till then had hoped, or allected to hope, that the 








































192 


Commissioner promised for examination of grievances would in reality be sent to 
supersede the Sardar were greatly incensed, and proceeded en masse to the Shah Chiragh 
Mosque, lotting off guns en roule. Perusal of telegrams which have passed between the 
Prince and some of his partisans shows that the people of Fars are fully justified in 
looking on the appointment. of the present Commissioner as a mere mummery. 

The Sardar-i-Akram from the outset of this agitation had pressed the Persian 
Government to send the Vazir-i-Durbar. 

‘On the 11th December Mukarram-ud-Dowleb, the eontidential agent in Tebran of 
tie Prince, telexraphed to the Sardar to the following effe 

‘<{ have had great difficulty in getting the maamour changed. 1 have promised 
‘Abdullah (apparently the Aiu-ud-Dowleh) 5,000 tomans, and chosen Salar-i-Assad, who 
is as good as the Vazir-i-Durbar, Send money at once.” 














On the 19th December the Prine from Paris telegraphed to the Sardar-i- 
Akram 
“ Salar-i-Assad bon choix. Altesse protegera.”” 





On the Bist December Salar-us-Sultan sent a verbal message to Mr. Grahame 
through the Consulate Moonshi to say that he had resigned the office of Begler Begi, 
ax it was out of his power to restrain the people any longer. 

Gn the same date M. Veneziani informed Mr. Grahame that efforts were being 
nade to force the two Rabbing of the Jewish community to join the malcontents, and 
requested advice, He was advised that the Rabbins and all the Jews keep) entizely 
‘aloof fron! the movement, if necessary, feigning illness, ‘The Rabbins have taken refuge 
in M, Veneziani’s hous 

‘Ava small divmer-party on that evening, Mirza Reza Khan, His Imperial Highness’ 
Chet de Chaneellerie, of his own accord introduced rather mal @ provos the subject of 
the recrudescence of the agitation against the Prince, who he said had no desire to 
Jinpose fresh burdens on the people, and was ready to make compensation for any illegal 
cxctions, "Iso or tliree of the guests ‘all Persians) cited cases of glaring extortions 
Committed by the Prince's officials, and Mi, Grahame cited the exaction of the **ralida 
fas 4 proof of the absolute distegard of His Imperial Highness for the rights even of 
powerful Governments, 

‘hore was a good deal of firing of guns between midnight and 2 a.s, apparently 
only for the sake of emphasizing tle presence of the malcontents in the Shah Ohiragh 
Mosque 

On the 23 





































Mira Khan sent a note urgently requesting 
His visit had for object an attempt to reconcile the 
‘Akram, Mr, Grahame pointed out that after the official 
esty’s Chargé d’Affiires to the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 
demanding an official apol he must confine himself to a réle d'attente, but he would 
not fail to report (o the Chargé WAffaires the wish expressed by Mirza Reza Khon that 
the coolness might he settled w laiable 

Mirza Rea Khan represented that this cooliess was. publ 
great prejudice to the Sardar in. his present difficulties, His: Imper 
fe eternally gratolul if reconciliation could be privately effected. 

‘On the same date Haji Abdul Ralunan, head of the Kars ‘Trading Company, sent a 
private message to Mr, Grahame asking for adviee, and stating, that many of the mal- 
Vr ntents wished Co telegraph to Bushire to M, Passck (who it is rumoured is about to 
Toluirn to Shitnz), invoking his assistance. Others wished to telegraph to His Majesty. 
the King. se 

Mr-Grahame said that, speaking privately and confidentially, he thought the people 
vould be better advised if, alter exhausting all Persian channels, they dispatched an 
Identical telegram to all the foreign Representatives in ‘Tehran. (Apparently up to tie 
‘2Bed instant this hint had not been acted on.) 

‘Myo telegrams under this date from Qawam-ul-Mulk, and one from the Mushir-ed- 
Dowleh, were addressed to Salar-us-Sultan, stating that the Shah. is very angry that, in 
spite of his promise to examine grievances, this agitation still continues, and exhorted 
Him to use his utmost endeavours to get the Ulema and people to disperse. 

‘On the 231d December it appears that the above telegrams were sent by the Salar 
to the Shah Chiragh Mosque, but the reply was that if he offered them any more adviee 
of that nature they would eut him to pieces, 

The Consulaie Moonshi brought a verbal message to Mr. Grabame from Mirza 
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Cousulate and the 
communication made by. His M 
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Makim, requesting him to come himself and see what sort of men were assembled in th 
Shah Chiragh Mosque, and to inform Tehran, Se 

‘The Moonshi had replied that he was forbidden by the Consul to can 
messages, and the Consul only took note of written reque: ts. 

‘elegram received 2 raat from Kazeran reports place in same condition ; occasional 
shots fired in the direction of Goyernor’s place and bazaars, apparently by the men of 
Khajeh Abdullah, brother of the dismissed Kalantar, Khajeh Ibrahim, 

It is reported that Agha Nejif, in Tspalian, has sent w reprouchful telegram to the 
Shab, npbraiding him for the mi-government’ of Fars, and one of sympathy to the 
Shiraz maleontents, exhorting them to adhere to pacific means only 
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Tuclosure 3 in No, 158, 


Consul Grahame to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 
(No, 1s. Secret.) cm 
Sir, Shiraz, January 8, 1906, 

WITH reference to correspondence ending with my telegram No, “106 on the 
sitnation in Fars, [have the honour to inform you that matters do not appear to have 
changed much in the last week. 

On the Ist January there were some symptoms of the nitation tending to subside, 
In the carly morning of that day two Seyyids presented themselves here from Mirza 
Ibrahim Vujtehid, urgently demanding to see me, 

_ Twas at that time in bed by the doctor's orders, and was glad to avail myself of 
this excuse for not receiving them, but Inter in the day one of the leading Persian 
merchants called on me on a matter of business and took eare to Tet me know that he 
hind been charged by Mirza Ibratim and by his own fellov-merchants to inform me that 
it had heen resolved vo prohibit the firing, which had greatly: inerensed recently, and to 
devote the interval between that date and the arrival of ‘the Vazir-i-Makhatis, who is 
expected to reach Shiraz about the ‘ith instant, to preparing detailed accounts of the 
extortions practised in Fars, 

hat evening there was a marked diminution iu the firing, and yesterday morning 
few shops were, I believe, opened. 

___ Tfear, however, that this ean only be looked upon as a lull in the storm, Tam 
informed that yesterday afternoon the town was again very noisy. 

“he Mujtehids affect to be deeply aggrieved that, in. a matter in which they have 
certified to the facts, the Contral Goverment should appoint any one for further 
investigation. Lvs difficult to keep abreast of the stream of lengtliy telegrams recently 
dispatched, 7 

Amongst them [ note one from the inhabitants of Neiriz, the increase of the 
taxation of which place from 21,000 tomans to 45,000 tomans within the last five years 
Thave already brought under your notice; another from Kazeroun, regarding taxation 
on opiutn, 

Mirza Reza Khan continues to. complain bitterly to the Prinee in Paris of the 
weakness and procrastination of Tehran, All usiness is, of courst,, at an absolute 
standstill, [understand that the local Manager of the Imperial Bank jas already 
fnforuied the Chief Manager in ‘Tehran of the forced inactivity of the bank here, 

Messrs. Ziegler have formally complained to me in writing, on their own bebalf and 
‘on that of their clients, of the detriment to trade caused by the present circumstan 
Messts, Coddington and Lamb's representative follows suit verbally, AS a sample of 
the absolute absence of any kind of law or order, 1 may mention that I received this 




























































morning from the Bank Manager a complaint that last night about 7 rat, a soldier, 





bearer of a telegram for the Imperial Bank from the town telegroph office, arrived at 
Tagh-i-Non (the garden residence of the British staff, about a mile outside the town), 
with the telegiam torn open, complaining of having been assaulted and robbed on the 
way, Mr. Brown asks me “to make arrangenients to insure the safety of the road 
Teailing to that garden.” i 

T have still to examine the complaint of this soldier, who is now awaiting 
interrogation here, 














{haye, &e. 
(Signed) GEORGE GRAHAME. 
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(5895) No. 154. 


Mr, [:. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received February 19.) 
(No. 22.) 
Sir, Tehran, January 81, 1906. 

WITH reference to your telegram No. of the Ist instant, and previous corre- 
spondence, [have the honour to transmit herewith copies of notes which have passed 
otween the Mushir-ed-Dowleh and myself on the subject of the action of the Vazir of 
Fars in causing to be benten a muleteer who had been sent by His Majesty's Consul to 
the Kurguzari to give evidence in a case uf robbery of British-owned goods on the 
Bushire roud, 

{think the Sardar-i "s action inexcusable, and as the maintenance of the 
principle of the immunity. of witnesses sent by our Cousular officer to the local 
Authorities is moxt important, learnestly hope you will see your way to insist on a proper 
apology being offered to Mr, Grahume, 

From your telegram No. 18 of the 11th instant I understand that you are 
ixcussing the matter with the Persian Minister in London, and await your further 
insrutions before replying to the Mashir-ed-Donleh’s note ofthe 1h instant 

have, &e. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 








rai 








Inclosure | in No. 154. 


Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 


December 31, 1905, 

I HAVE received your note of the 28rd instant stating that the Tufanig-c 
on the Bushire-Shirwz road have beaten two messengers carrying Consular bays.® Ihave 

nguiries by telegraph on the subject and will communicate to you any ansier 
which L may receive, 

With regard to the punishment of the muleteer whom you state fad been sent by 
tlio itish Consul, i¢ does not appear from reports received that the man had been sent 
by the Consul direet to the Sardar-i-Akram, but that he was sent by the Boreign Office 
agent, Iwill make inquities, and if it i proved that the man was sent direet by. 
Mr. Grahame to the Sardar, and that the Sardar punished him at once, f will censure 
the Sardar, because courtesy to the Consulate is necessar; ot be forced to 
apologize to the Consul for having justly punished a Persian subject who was in the 





























With regard to the disorder in Bars, the necessary steps ave been taken, and, as 

Is of the Persian 
restoration of 
order, and he will soon arrive at his destination for the perfect readministration of 
the place. 
















Inclosure 2 in No, 154. 
Mr. B, Grant Duff to Mushir-ed-Dowcleh. 


Tehran, January 2, 1906, 

WITH reference to your Exeellency’s note of the Sst ultimo, stating ‘that the 
Persian Government veclined to order the Deputy Governor of Shin, Sardar Akram, 
to tender an apology to His Majesty’s Consul at that town for his action in causing to be 
heaton a muletoer sent to the Karguzari to give evidence in a ease of robbery of British- 
pyned woods, I have the honour to inform you that T duly drew the attention of His 
Majesty's Govornment to the matter, [have repeatedly, ax your Kxeellency is well 
aware, brought to your notice the marked disregard of British interests shown by the 
Shua-e»-Sultanch and by: the Serdar-i-Akram during the last year, and can hardly 
elieve that the Persian Government has carefully considered the exact bearings of the 
present case, ‘The muleteer was'sent by the Consulate of a friendly foreign Power to 



























‘Report on this ease not yet received from Shiraz. 










185 


give evidence ina matter in which that Power was directly interested, Without 
reference to the Consulate he was seized and beaten by the order of the chief civil 
authority of the province, Your Excellency’s argument that he was tot sent direct to 
the Governor is surely irrelevant, The channel of communication of His Majesty's 
Consulate with te local authorities is the Kanguzari, and thither he was duly sent, He 
was then beaten by order of the Depnty Governor, who is therefore directly responsible 
for an act gravely affecting the respect due to His Majesty's Consul, If the Shiraz 
authorities considered the muleteer guilty of any offence against the law it was their 
duty, after taking his evidence in the ease affecting British interests, to have so apprised 
Mr. Grahame, with a request for the man's attendance at the Karguzari, 

Tam now instructed by His Majesty's Government formally to demand that the 
Saniar-i-Akram proceed t0 His Majesty's Consulate and there olfer a proper and 
sufficient apology for his disrespectful behavour. 

As this matter lias already been long delayed T request your Uxcelleney to furnish 
ime at an early date with the reply of the Persian Government, which I will at once 
communicate by telegram to His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, 























Tnclosure 8 in No. 154, 


Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Mr, EB. Grant Duff. 
Tunuary 11. 1906, 

IN continuation of my reply dated the 14th ultimo, respecting the punishment of 
the muleteer, and the complaints made by the British Consul at Shiraz, T have the 
honour to state that in reply to my telegram the Sardar-i-Akram has telegraphed 
stating that the muleteer was not sent to him by the Consul, and when the uuletecr 
came to him he stated that, while asleep about three stages from the town, two bales of 
coods liclonging to foreign merchants were robbed from hin. he muletecr reported 
the robbery to the Sardar thirty days after the occurrence. For the above reasons the 
Sardar punished the muleteer in order to be a lesson to others, and not to cause damage 
to other people's goods. 

If on this occasion the muleteer had not been punished would not other muletecrs 
be encouraged to make difficulties in the future? In order to prevent defaleation and 
assist the Consulate in the matter the Governor has been obliged to punish the man, 
Instead of making complaints the Consul should be grateful for the steps taken by: the 
authorities, 

















{5896} No. 1 
Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received el 


(No. Confid al.) 
Sir, Tehran, January 30, 1906, 
AS { had the honour to report in my telegram No, 21 of the 4th instant, the 
mollahis who had been for some time in. “Vast” at Shah Abdul Azim, a shrine 6 miles 
away, returned on the 18th January to ‘Tehran, ‘The principal Mujtehid, Agha Seyyid 
Abdullah, oceupied one of the Shah's carriages drawn by six horses; several of the 
other important mollahs were Court carriages, ‘The minor ulema and 
religious studeuts travelled in eighty cartinges hired for the purpose hy the Government, 
while Persia’s only railway ran special trains for the Iarge number of hangers-on and 
followers of the great Mujtebids, 
‘The following concessions have been made to the demands of the mollahs:— 








wary 19.) 


















1, A Representative Assembly, the composition of which is being discussed, will be 
established, not only in Tehran, but in all the principal towns of Persia, Both the Grand 
Vizier and the Mushir-ed-Dowleh are very reticent regarding these Assemblies, but 
they admit that the formation of such bodies is being considered, From other faicly 
reliable sourees I hear that they will be composed of Government officials, mollahs, and 
merchants, Should this statement be accurate it is hardly necessary to say tbat the 
mollahs will have the prevailing voice, 

‘welve and a-half per cent, was formerly subtracted from the salaries of all 
officials, and 5 per cent. of this has now been remitted, 
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5. ‘The Government undertake to return to the ulema of Tehra(@the endowment of 
4 certain college here which was recently confiscated. pres : 

4, Certain changes are to be made in the Customs Administration, It is not yet 
quite clear what these are to be, but itis cortain that the number of Armenians employed 
in responsible positions will be much reduced, if their services are not altogether 
dispensed with. F “ 

5, The Ala-ed-Dowleh, Governor of ‘Tehran, has been forced to resign, His 
Fcellency recently incurred the displeasure of the ulema for beating some grocers who 
declined to lower the price of sugar (see my telegram No, 173 of the 18th ultimo). 
It will be remenibered that the Ala-ed-Dowleh was the Persian official selected to 
receive Lord Curzon at Bushire in 1903. He is a Kajar, and one of the few relatively 
capable Persian officials 1 have met, His retirement is a significant sign of the power 
of the mollahs and the weakness of the Persian Goyernwent, He has been succeeded 
by the Nayer-ed-Dowleh, also a Kajar Prince, and formerly Governor-General of 
Khorasan, 

6, The Zafir-es. 
for beating a turbul 


‘he dismissal of M. Naus, which was also demanded, lias, it is stated, not been 
granted by the Shah. i 

It remains to be seen how far the Persian Government will earry out the promises 

made to the mollahs, especially ay regards the Assemblies. ‘The attitude of the clerzy 

‘Mb present one of expectancy, but there is every sign that they mean business, and, 
ike all classes here, are heartily sick of the utter ineptitude of the Shah and his 
courtiers. It is also certain thit the mollahs are secretiy supported by many of the 
more respectable Persian officials of high rank, r 

Nhe town is at present quiet, but there is considerable latent excitement, which the 
month of Moharram and the desperate financial position may call into life, 

Uwish again to make it quite clear that {do not think there is any general 
focling against Kuropeans in Persia, Against the Armenians there certainly is hos 
‘and the Mussulnan refugees trom the Caucasus, who have arrived in great numbers at 
Vabreex and Resht with the wildest stories of their sufferings, liave for some montis 
heen threatening reprisals, Whe excitement reported to exist at ‘Tabreex will, no doubt, 
tond to subside if order is restored in Russia, but L should never be surprised! to hear of 
an Armenian massacre in that town, 

One circumstance has lately: str as significant, ‘The Valiahd and the 
Governor-General of Khorassan Haye each more than once endeavoured to obtain news 
from me ay to the state of Wehian, [have instructed His Majesty's Consuls-General to 
return very cautions answors, 

Mhore is no doubt that all over Persia there is a feeling of unrest, while in Fars, 
Laitistan, and Kurdistan there is a state of almost open rebsllion. ‘Dhis, combined with 
4 finaneial state bordering: on bankruptey, makes it not improbable that Persia is on the 
eve off a change; but what form this will take, and when exactly the end of the present 
form of government will occur, itis ab present impossible to say 

Thaye, & 
wed) VELYN GRANT DUEE. 





(5897) No..156, 


Mr, B. Grant Duffto Sir Edward Grey—(Received February 19.) 
(Wo. 24.) 
Sir, Tehvan, January $1, 1906, 

WITH reference to my immediately preceding despatch on the subject of certain 
concessions forced on the Persian Goverment by the Ulema of ‘Teliran, 1 have the 
honour to transmit herewith a summary, drasn up by Abbas Kuli Khan, of the Petition 
‘sent to the Shah from Shah Abdul Azim by the Mollalis of ‘Tetiran, 

‘Dhe Petition was received by the Shah, but it remains to be seen whether the 
reforms demanded will be introduced, It ix a remarkably eloquent and sensible 
document, and it is to be hoped it will bear fruit, As itis very lengthy, T have 
thought it suflicient to seud you the substanee, and not a full translation, 

Tam, ke. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUEF. 
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Tnelosure in No, 156. 


Summary of Petition sent to the Shah by the Mollahs of Tehran, from Shah Abdul Azim, 


DURING the recent riot at Tebran, the clergy who were at Shah Abdul Azim, 
6 miles froin the capital, submitted a Petition to the Shah. ‘They refer in that Petition 
to the loyalty of their ancestors to the Sefavi Sovereigns of Persia and Nadir Shah, 
and the conquests made under the latter. ‘They say that, although during the Inst 
century they have been subject to all sorts of cruclties and oppression, they have still 
the same respect for the Shah as their ancestors had for the tormer Kings, and that 
they have not risen like other nations against their Sovereign to put an end to their 
sufieriugs, but they are obliged, as they cannot ear the eruelties any longer, to lay their 
grievances before His Majesty. ‘They state:— 


“Your Majesty! Have mercy on us! We are your subjects, We have been 
suffering for a whole century from all sorts of cruelties and oppression, Our lives, 
property, and rights are unprotected. Our country is in a stato of anarchy. Our 
property is plundered and we ourselves are enslaved by tyrants who mutilate any of us 
they please, and charge taxes a thousand times more than what is due. By means of 
the wealth thus accumulated they conspire with your Majesty's entourage and prevent, 
our Petitions from reaching the ‘Throne, and when we insist they call us rebels, and 
instead of obtaining justice we are punished, 

“Not ouly: are we treated worse’ than beasts in other countries, but all our national 
rights have been sold to foreigners, and we have (o bear the burden of a large loan 
with high interest, while not a peuny of the money thus borrowed has been spent on 
the country, the inhabitants of which are obliged to emigrate to other countries on 
account of poverty, which is the result of oppression, ‘The financial and mi 
position of the country is in such a bad state that in ease of 
Power it will be impossible for the Persians 10 defend their 
the duty of them to remedy the evil by introducing the following system :— 


“Artiele 1. All men shull be equal in the eyes of the law, 

“Art. 2, The law should be based on the Mohammedan law with modifeations ani 
alterations so as to suit the requirements of the time, ‘The law should be in Persian 
amd drawn up by a Legislative Body, 

© Art. 3, The law should be called after thie Shah’s ame, the ‘Muzafferin Lauw,? 

Art, 4. Any Persian who refuses to siceept it should be punished with death, 
Arts, 5 and 6. ‘The Legislative Body should be lected by the people and the 
Jaws enacted by a major 

“Art, 7, All members of the Legislative Body should receive tix 
salaries, 

“Art. §. ‘The object of the Council in question will be to protect the rights, lives, 
property, and honour of the people. 

“Art, §) refers to freedom of speech in the Coun, but any_p 
anything against the Shah's person should be punislied with death, 

“Art 10, No person shall have superiot rank unless it be so ordained by the 
Council, 

“Art. 11, Everybody will be free, as long as his action does not interfere with 
other people, 

Art. 12, The Conneil shall prevent such deeds as would be injurious to the 


und moderate 


son who’ should say 


people. 


Art, 19. All men should be allowed to give their opinions before thé@Bouncil, 
Art, 14. The proceedings of the Counell should. be published in. a special 


15, All men shall have the right of being raised to any office in return 
the services rendered by them to the State, but it should be in proportion to the ver 

ed, 

Art, 16. No man should be punished without trial, 

“Art. 17, All punishments must be inserted in a code of law. 
Ait.18. No Government official shall attempt to protect any guilty person or 
offence against the law, 
No mau shall be punished for expressing his thoughts and beliefs, unless 

they Le contrary to the law. 


{i6is] aN 
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“Art, 20, Speech and the press shall be free, unless anyone attempts to say or 
publish anything against the law. 

“Arts, 2 and 22, Taxes are to be paid equally by every man, but must not be 
lovied by force or in excess, 

© Art, 98, ‘The hudget shall be open to the publie for examination. 

“Art. 2h The army must be reorganized.” 


At the end of the Petition the clersy refer to the deplorable condition of the 
finances of the country, and they state that the Shah's entourage kave squandered the 
‘ancient treasures of Persia and robbed the State of all the jewels and precious articles 
brought from India by the Persians in the days of their glory, and all the money of the 
loans raised in foreign countries has been spent by the Shab in Europe during Hi 
Majesty's visits to that continent without modern civilization being introduced by him 
into his country. The clergy further states that the publie will no longer bear the 
‘oppression of the authorities, and will he obliged 10 change the present Government, 
and therefore it is better that it should, be done by the Shah himself, in order that he 
may leave an eternal name to his posterity. 





(6898) No, 157: 


Mr. B, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 19.) 
(No, 26.) 
Sir, Tehran, Jenuary 31, 1906. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 8 of the Sri instant, T have the honour to 
incloxe translation of a ote from the Persian Government relative to the alleged 
encroachment by the Ottoman troops at Vaznch and in Lahijan, 
In his note, Mushir-ed.Dowleh states that the Persian Government expect Great 
in to nssist thom in restoring these districts to their former condition, in order that 
i joine inquiry may he held, 
T have returned no answer to the Mushir-ed-Dowleh's note; but I verbally informed 
his Hxcelloncy that {would send it to you by the first opportunity, At a recent 
h the Grand Vizier, lis Highness spoke to me about the frontier dispute 
‘nid expressed rather hellicose intentions should the ‘Turkish Government decline to 
witlidraw their troops. 1 informed his Highness that the frontier question was 
only concerned nie in so far as the Persian Government had as 
t to settle the dispute, but that, speaking as a friend and quite 
ily; Lstrongly recommended him to consider the consequences of any attempt 
‘evil the Turkish troops, His Highness replied that Persian soldiers had in past 
shown that they feat Turkish armies. ‘To this I answered that I 
vvish to make any reflection on the bravery of the Persian soldier, but that £ doubted 
the wisdom of an appeal to arms, especially in a matter which, I thought, could be settled 
in-n peaceable manner, 
Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) "EVELYN GRAN? DUPE. 


Inclosure in No. 167. 


Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Mr. B. Grant Duff. 


({ranslation.) January 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 28th ultimo, 
respecting the concurrence of Sir B. Grey in the opinion expresseil by Sir N, O'Conor 
the British Ambassador in Constantinople, that the Persian Goverument should accept 
Joint Commission and an inquiry into the matter before the withdrawal of the Turkish 
troops from the district of Lahijan and Vaaieh, the proofs of the ownership of which by 
the Persian Government have heen impressed on you both verbally and in writing. 
Intoply, Uhave to state that, in view of the long possession by: Pers 
district in question, and of the aiote addressed by the British and Rassian Com 
to Dervish Pasha, the Turkish Commissioner, on the 21st duly, 1854, preventing him f 
summoning the Vali of Ravandum to the district above mentioned, and the express 
admission by them of its being in Persian possession, the Persian Government, apart 
front the friendship existing between our tivo respective Governments, did not think it 
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probable that the British Government would e« 
reasonable one, 

As it does not appear that a joint inquiry would lend to a satisfuctory result while 
the Turks are engazed in encroaching on the district, the Persian Government expects 
that of Great Britain to assist her, in accordance with the obligations of that Govern« 
ment as Arbitrator in the frontier disputes between Persia and ‘Turkey, in restoring the 
istrict to its former condition by its return to Persia, in order that the joint inquiry 
may be properly made and no injustiee done. 


‘onsider the proposal made by the Turks a 





[5901] 158. 


Mr. B, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received February 19.) 
(No. 28.) 
Sir, 


Tehran, February 1, 1906. 
th 


WITH reference to my despatch No, 25 of the 3lsv ultimo, I have the honour 
to transmit herewith a copy of a report which has been addressed to me by Lieutenant 
Colonel Douglas, Military Attaché to this Legation, estimating the number of troops 
that Persia could place on the frontier in the event of an outbreak of hostilities with 
Turkey. 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) EVELYN GRAND DUFF, 


Inclosure in No, 158. 


. Lieutenant-Colonel Douglas to Mr. H, Grant Duff 
(No. 8.) 
Sir, Tehran, January 31, 1900, 

_ IN his despatch No. 68 of the 1Mth December, 1905, the Military Attaché to His 
Majesty's Embassy at Constantinople has givon the nimbbr of Turkish troops available 
in ease of a collision on the ‘Tureo-Persian frontier, have now the ononr to submit 
the following estinate of the number of Persian troops which could bo opposed to 
them, 

According to the official redistribution of commands w 


hich was made last year, 
the numbers available should be as follows -— . 





Infantry, 


Hattations. | Strength, | Squadrons, 


2. Tn othor parts of Azertal 
Command 
oman 
In Kurdistan and Klaayseh— 
‘Ala-ed-Dauleh’s ( 
- In Kermanshs 
Hiss 
5, In Larisa 
es-Saltanel!s Conam 


Toul .. 





It is impossible to say at what strength the infantiy battalions are maintained 
under ordinary circumstances, but it is suf to assuno that not more than ball the 
above number: aro actually: under arms, and in case of battalions being called out, 
the ranks would be filled up with a collection of men of all ages, impressed from the 
villages and absolutel The cavalry are found by 
the tribes, and could he called ont in case of neces: ‘ 

As reqirds artillery, each of the above 


mamands has on its strength a few 
hundred artillerymen, but the total number of 2 | 


ns in the Western Provinces does not, 
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T believe, 
tie Atiquated weapons with which the infantry are armed are quite useless 
against modern rifles; their supply of ammunition is probably limited to a few rounds 
yer many they have no sta no training, no arrangements for transport or supply, or 
for any of the numerous departments required by an army in the field, and no money 
to supply any of these things, ea 

Ivis therefore evident that Persia is not in a nto. 
worthy of the name to the well-equipped body of troops whiich ‘Tur! 
the fronton and that any attempt at rsistanes muust end in disor 

ave, &e. 
(Signed) J. A. DOUGLAS, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Military Attache, 





, exceed thirty, old Uchatius guns of calibre varying from 7 centim. to 











ition to offer any opposition 
could place on 





















[5902] No. 159, 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Hdward Grey,—(Receive? February 19.) 





Tehran, February 1, 190 
T HAVE the honour to inctose eopy of « despatch from the Government of Tndia, 
rocoived by me in November 1905, regarding the British post-offices in the Persian 
Gulf. 









m No, 17, Lord Lansdowne's despatch No, 85 of the 
‘A. Hnrdinge’s instructions, handed by me in original 
to M, Naus in duly 190! ince then, in spite of m: tions, FE have bee 
unable to get a deilnite reply from the Customs Dep: Before leaving here 
October 1905, M. Naus verbally informed me that he hi so heavily en 
that he had had no t musly to study the question, but he said that, personally, he 
say no objection to an agreement regarding the parcel post on the lines proposed by 
Lord Lansdowne. He added that he would discuss the matter fully with me on his 
return to Tehran in January, d . 
1 waited before ding you the ine “l_despateli till T ve a defini 
wer, but M, Naus shows’ no sign of returning to Per  Adininistrator of 
‘Customs lias now telegraphed to his Excellency, and has promised me an ans 

fow days, 

On the 19th Jantary the Government of Tndia telegeap 
replied that { concurred”in the opinion that, although th 
our post-oflices in the Pe Gulf are some 
rules of the Postal Union, these post-oflices occu 
nol to be judyed by, or made to conform with, the ru r 
Tadded that f thought the neg ns should be limited to an agreement in rey 
to the parcel post. F 

M. Nous will attend the Postal Conference at Rome, and although he appeared 
personally rudy to come to an agrecmont, it is possible that the Persian Government, 
Who resent the fact that we have post-offices in the Porsian Gulf, may haye given 
im instructions to raise tho question of their existence. 

T imderstand that Lord Lansdowne’s instructions refer only to the pareel post, 
‘nd that no Postal Convention is contemplated by itis Majesty's Government. 

T have, &e, * 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF, 


ith Juno, 19 
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Tnclosure in No, 109. 


Government of India to Sir A. Hardinye. 

(Contidentiat,) 

Sin, Simla, Septeniber 19, 1905. 
"TAM directed to invite attention to the correspondence ending with your 

patch dated the 19th May, 1905, regarding the British post-oflices in the Persian 











a 


Ghul 








On the Sth June, 1905, the Secrotary of State for India telegraphed that you 


were being authorized to conclude, in consultation with the Government of India} an 
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arrangement with the Persian Government on the lines of the procedure which is 
observed at Constantinople in regard to parcel mails from the United Kingdom, 
But in your despatch of the 19th May, 1905 (above quoted), it is stated that 
‘M. Naus desires to conclude a Postal Convention with the Government of India, and 
would like a representative of the Indian Post Office to be sent to negotiate or aesist 
in the negotiation of it. 

3. Before coming to a decision on M, Naus’ suggestion, the Government of India 
desire that the following considerations be laid before vou 

4. ‘they fully realize that the postal rights claimed for the British post-offices in 
the Persian Gulf (which question would presumably come within the seopo of such & 
general Postal Convention as is suggested) arc somewhat anomalous when judged. by 
the rules of the Postal Union. But, at the same time, their contention is that, for 
historical reasous, these post-offiees occupy a privileged position which ought uot to be 
Judged by, or made to conform to, the rules observed by other nations, ‘That this 
1s also your view is deduced from the terms of your telegram dated the 16th February, 
1905. 

5, Tn these cireumstanees, it is arguable that the Government of India would be 
gratuitously abandoning their present advantageous position if their rights were to 
he formulated in a Postal Convention as desired by M. Naus, and it would appear to 
be more consistent with Indian interests fo limit the negotiation to the condtesion of 
an arrangement with the Persian Government in regard to parcel mails only, By 

lopting this course not only would embarrassing questions be avoided as to (he 
legitimate character of the rights claimed by the British post-offices, but is 
Majesty's Legation might be able to carry on negotiations without tho assistance of 
an Tudian official, doubtful points not elucidated by the information received from 
Constantinople being referred to the Government of India for advice, ‘Tho 
Government of India would be glad to be favoured with your opinion on this point, 

6. Should you, after consideration of these points, hold that the conclusion of 
general postal arrangement is still desirable, the question of tho deputation. of an 
Indian official to ‘Tehran would have to be considered, ‘The question is one of some 
difficulty, since the only officers of the Indian Postal Department. who. possess the 
requisite qualifications for duty of this kind are not available, I am therelore to 


request your views on the following alternative suggestions as to the measures that 
might bé taken :— 













































(a.) Matters might stand over at present, and the opportunity of the International 
Postal Congress next year might be taken to arrange for an informal discusion of tho 
postal questions involved between M.Naus and the representatives of the Indiun 
Post Office. ‘This would enable us to ascertain ylint 
would clear the way for the drawing up of a Convention on lines which could be nid 
down by Government after receiving the report of our postal delegates, {1 this 
fuggeition should be acoepte then it could no doubt be arranged thie the stu yuo 
should be maintained until the new Convention or Ageeo ereil into, 
(}.) If, on the other hand, you should consider it desirable, for political reasons, 
enter into negotiations at once, the difficulty as to the selection of a postal offices 
it be overcome by an officer of the Indian Political Department being deputed 
chman to uegotiute, or assist. in the negotiation of, a Convention, aftor having 
received a course of instruction from the Indian Postal Department in all necossory 
points. In view of the large political clement that enters into the present question, 
4 might even be lield that the Government of India would be more suitably 
represented by a political than a postal official, In that caso, it might bo useful t» 
obtain a preliminary assurance from A, Naus in writing to the ellect that the proposed 
negotiation would ‘ye conducted on the basis of the continuation of the tights at 
present claimed for the British post-oflices in Persia, 


‘These alternatives are submitted for your consideration and advieo; but the 
Government of India do not conceal the reluctance with which they would approach 


any negotiations that might conceivably result in the curtailment or abrogation of 
privileges which they at present enjoy. 








. Naus’s views really are, and 





















T have, &e, 
(Signed) "8. M, FRASER, 
Officiating Secretary to the Government of India: 
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(5904) No. 160. 


Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 19.) 
(No. 31) 
Sir, Tehran, February 1, 19%. 
1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the usual monthly simmary of events in 
Persia, which have not been recorded in separate despatches. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) "EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


Tnelosure in No. 160. 


Monthly Summary of Events in Persia, February 1, 1906. 


Meshed. 


M, LE KLEMM, at present Russian Consul-General at Bombay, has been appointed 
to succeed M. Mousnikow at Meshed, 

2, In spite of the official denial by the Prime Minister of the report that the 
Meshied-Ashkabad road has been sold to Russia, Major Sykes continues to assert that it 
is fait accompli, and is an open secret in Meshed, According to his information the 
bank has advanced the Reis-ut/Cujjar 100,000 tomaus on the transaction, and is 
prepared to spent) 60,000 tomans in repairs, “It is also reported that a metalled road is 
to be made between Meshed and Tehran, and that the visit of the Muavin-ut~ujjar to 
the capital is in connection with this scheme, Mr. GrantsDaft has arranged to see the 
Muavin at an early date, 

3, Out Consul-Ceneral, having Intely proented a cheap clock to. the Shrine. at 
Meslied, now reports that this orament has been placed in the most honourable position 
possible, close to the head of the tomb of the Imam Reza, ‘The political effect of this 
is; Major Sykes thinks, remarkably good, 

4. The Japanese who, passed through Webran at the beginning of December 
‘arrived in Meshed on the 7th January, and is said to have excited much interest there. 
He is anxious to go to India through stan. His name is "Pei Suzuki, and he is a 
Tieutenant in the Reserve and also a Buddhist priest, 

5, ‘The Russian Bank in Meshed has lately made a new gate in the city wall leading 
to their premises, ion which was put on this gate, to the effect that it wi 

nthe Dmetrieif, the Chief Manager, under the supervision of the 
engine off, by the Muavinsies has roused considerable feeling among the 
people of Meshed, and M, Dmetrielf was foreed to remove it. ‘The matter has been 
fspared fo Tehran, and Major Sykes thinks that fe may enue further trouble: to the 
tssians, 


Seistan, 


|Wazarch arrived in Seistan on the Oth December. He is 


oundary as recently demarcated by Colonel McMahon. 

inspection of the boundary. pillars he will be accompanied by a Representative of the 
Russian Consulate. Captain Macpherson has been informed that the Afghan Governor 
Jins received instructions from the Ameer that, should the Htisbam-ul-Wazareh during his 
visit to the frontier ask for an interview, he is to be received with scant courtesy, and 
thal any attempt to destroy the pillars 1s to he resisted by foree. 

2. Phe Russian constructors who haye been repairmg the Meshed-Seistan telegraph 
line, after completing the repairs to a point a little south of Birjand, ceased work and 
retumed to their stations. The severity of the weather was the reason they gave for not 
continuing the work, 

4, ‘Two new British signallers for Birjand and 'Purbat-i-Haidari arrived in Seistan on 
the 6th December. Application for permission for them to have access to the telezrapl- 
offices at these places has been made, 
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4, M, Ovseonko, who is now on his way from Meshed to take up his post as Russian 
Consul at Bunder Abbas, arrived in Seistan on the 28th December. He was given 
similar reception (o that accorded to M. Nekrassof on his arrival (v. summary for last 
month). 

3) Oning. to heavy rains the Helmund has been in high flood, and on the 
20th December the dam at Kubak was carried aay. Considerable damage has also 
been done to the crops in the neighbourhood, 

f. The Persian Customs official at Yagdan, near Birjand, was murdored last 
month by Afghan camelmen, from whom he had taken some opium which they were 
trying to smuggle into Persia, ‘The Persian Government has asked His Majesty's 
Chargé d'A¥faires to take steps for the arrest of the murderers, ‘The matter is being 
investigated. 


Shiraz. 


‘The condition of Fars continues to be extremely onsatisfuctory, and constant 
reports of robberies on the Bushire road are received, In the town of Shiraz petty 
aggressions are frequent, and the soldiers take advantage of the disturbed conditions to 
hold up and blackmail persons going about after dark. Shops are closed and business 
entirely suspended, At Kazeroun also there have been further disturbances, shops in 
the, bazaars have been attacked and looted, and the Governor's quarters were 
fired on. 

Mr. Grahame considers that the most serious features in the present situation are, 
firstly, the apparently increasing unrest in outlying districts, and, secondly, the pro- 
pagation among the people of rumours as to the disturbed condition of otlor parts 
of Persia. News of the revolutionary movement in Russia and of the massacto of 
Mussulmans in the Caueasus tend still firtner to excite the feelings of the people, 


Ispahan. 


‘The Shiraz merchants have telegraphed to Ispaban asking that, owing to the 
siate of Pari, goods should not ho forwarded al present, and Agha Nejefti6. wel- 
known priest, ins, it is said, taken the matter up, and telegraphed to the Prime 
Minister asking him to listen to the complaints of the Shirazis and to change the 
Governor. 

‘The Russian Commercial Agent, Prince Amatooni, is said to have met with little 
suecess in his endeavours to induce the Ispahan merchants to deal more largely in 
Russian goods, He afterwards went on to Yeu. 


Kerman, 


His Highness the Firman Firnia, at present Governor of Kermanshal, has beon 
appointed Governor of Kerman, 


Ahwas. 


1, His Majesty's Vice-Consul at Alwax mentions report that some Lurs from the 
neighbourhood of Burujird had been sent down to punish the Direkvend tribe, and that 
some fighting had taken place, but without any definite result. ‘The Lagyend Chief, 
Khanjan Khan, who resides near Dizful in the wintor, and is paid to protect. the 

habitants of the town and the neighbourhood against raids, hias been trying to form an 
alliance among all the Lur tribes to resist any attack on them by the Persian Govern 
ment, A deputation was sent to the Vali of Pusht-i-Kuh to endeavour to obtain his 
co-operation, 

2, The embargo on the export of wheat still continues, and Mesars, Lynch's, agent 
at Alivaz has been unsuccessful in his efforts to induce the Governor to withdraw it, 

3, In connection with the D'Arcy Oil Syndicate, a Mr. Bertie, with two assistants 
and a quantity of plant, arrived at Ahwaz in December. Before work can be commenced 
4 road will have to be made to the oil-ields, as some of the machinery is $o heavy that 
wheeled transport will be necessary to carry it, 

4, In October last His Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople reported that the 
Russian Steam Navigation Company were sending a ship called the “Vesta” to the 





Persian Gulf. ‘This vessel passed Mohammerah on the way to Bussorah on the 
15th November, and on her return, ten days later, landed a few bales of cotton goods 
and shipped a small quantity of tobacco for Beyrout and Constantinople, 


Tabreez. 


1, On the Czar's name-day there was a distribution of Russian decorations to the 
Karguzar and the whole of the Valiahd’s entourage, including the Rarrash-bashi. 
Mr. Wratislaw thinks that this was a reward for work done, aud that the Russians have 
obtained from the Prince promises of many advantages when he becomes Shab. Mean- 
while His: Imperial Highness continues to buy up villages in the neighbourhood of 
Tabreez, and it is stated on good authority that he intends to send his second son 
to study in Russia and to make him a Russian subject ; aud, further, that in the event of 
trouble in Persia, he himself would not hesitate to take Russian nationality. 

2, ‘The Russian employés on the Julfa—Tabreez road went on strike last month, 
owing toa disagreement with the authorities about their pay; and the clerks of the 
Russian Bank refused to go into some new houses which had been built for them some 
distance outside the town unless the Bank provided each of them with a carriage, 

8, In connection with the frontier dispute, a regiment from Khoi was expected at 
Urmi early in the year, on their vay to Ushnu, on which town the ‘Turks were supposed 
to have desig 

4, Large numbers of Mussulman refugees from Russian territories have lately been 
arriving at ‘Tabreez, and have been circulating exaggerated reports about the maswere 
of  Ucir co-religionists by Armenians, His Majesty’s Consul-General thinks that this 
may lead to trouble, and the Armenian community are much alarmed, 


Resht. 


‘he conditions of trade generally in Ghilan continue to be most unfavourable, 
amounting practically to a total stagnation of business, ‘This is due to the state of 
Russia, on which country the commerce of Ghilan is entirely dependent, 

‘The Prinee-Governor has been suddenly called to ‘Tehran, and leaves on the 
Tat February. 


Runder Abbas. 


Temporary telegraphic communfeation between Bunder Abbas and Henjan was 
opened on the’ 13th January, Tt being, lhowever, found that the provisional position of 
the cable was too close to the sea, the Superintendent received orders from his Depart- 
‘ment to shift it further inland, and obtained permission from the British Consul to use 
the extreme corner of the new site which has been procured for the Consulate, which is 
directly opposite to the spot where the cable is landed. Tn spite of this being fully 
explained, on the 2rd January the Deputy-Governor and Foreign Office Agent stopped 
the work and imprisoned the workmen, plieing an armed guard over the eable-house and 
practically making the Superintendent a prisoner, and it was only after repeated protests 
that the eable was enabled to be used in the evening. Meanvhile work in the cable. 
house has been stopped. he Mushir-ed-Dowleh was addressed on the subject and 
promised to make inquiries. Meanwhile the Director of the Persian Telegraphs at 
Bushire has been sent to Bunder Abbas to investigate the case, 


Sunszots dealt with in separate Despatches. 





Subjects dealt with, No. and Date of Despatch, 





| 

Goel ana ngay tay crore Greener eon ai 

Hadid ond y's OTe ot 1] No.8 Sanu 18 108, 
birthday and Kubak faidens AO daha 2 


Babrei 


Tele: 
Persian Ioan, : No, 12, January 27, 1900; Nos, 6 and 82, 
E nleraphie. 

Trial of Kurds at Urmi TH and 18, January 29, 1906; 
28, Tolegraphic. 

Silk trade regulations , Commereitl daar 
Persia Goverome 


‘agitation at Yeed i 0, 1900. 
wlition of Fars re: it 22, January 30, 1900; 


i, 


Tehran anti-Government agitation 


Binbargoes wa 


‘Turco-Persian frontier dispute 


Plogae in Sristan. 





Tehran; 


1, The Shah, whose health continues relatively good, has been away for some time 
at Jajrud, a shooting-box about 15 miles off; His Majesty probably, returns on the 
2nd February, 

2. On the day the mollabs returned from Shah Abdul Azim the bazaars were 
brilliantly iluminated and the shopkeepers supplied tea and food to all comers, The 
Tam Jumeh, vho has given great offence by siding with the Government. against 


the othier mollahs, his formed the subject of many libellous povins, and instlting wotiees 
have been posted on his house, Tt is stated on good authority that his position has 
become so unpleasant that he is going to Khorassan, 

3. The Zil-es-Sultan, who has been in Europe, has returned, and arrived here on 
the Sist January. His eldest son, the Jallal-ed-Dowleh, has been appointed Govern ar 
of Kurdistan, and will proceed thither shortly. 

4. M. Grube, Head of the Russinn Bank, states that he is going to Russia in the 
Spring and will not return to Persia, He says that he ius been promised an official post 
in Russia and has accepted it, 

(Signed) J, A. DOUGLAS, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Military Attaché, 





(5905) No. 161. 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey—(Received February 19.) 


Ee 7 Tehran, February 1, 1906, 

ON ‘ie 13th ultimo Thad the honour to report by telegram that the exisuonco’ of 
plague of a virulent type in Seistan was confirmed. 

1 inclose a copy of a letter addressed to the President of the Sinitary Council 
by the Customs Department, showing the villages infected by the disease and the 
number of deaths already recorded. 

Plague, both in bubonic and pneumonie form, would appear to. be present, but 
Teceut reports give the death-rate at uot more than three a-day, although between 
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100 to 200 persons sem to have sueoumbed before the disease was liseoveed and 0 
wubt, as is always the case in Persia, some deaths are concealed, 
eS Manvien iv ts doubled whothiey the complaintts trae plague at all. ‘There 
Ito be a disease peculiar to the marshy lands of Seistan which is apt to break 
the inhabitants attribute to the diet of the local 
vlers, who ate stated to live exclusively on On the other hand, the hospital 
assistant attached to His Majesty's Consulate in Seistan, who has had! three 
plague experience, states positively that it is true plague, in both the bubonic 
forms. In any ease, it is certain that the 1g disease is highly 
jous and fatal, Te-seems principally confined to one tribe; a second tribe, which 
internaeion with the fit als sues, while other tribes inhabiting similar country 
nd subject to the same influence escape, or are little affected. 3 
SO tree re uider the nominal chief control of Ehtisham-ul- 
Vevatol, the: frontier officer in Scistan, but are really: under M, Molitor, Director of 
Customs assisted by the British Indian doctor of His Majesty’s Consulate, the doctor 
of the Russi id a Persian doctor. Dr, Abbas Ali has been dispatched 
to Bandan, and a Russian doctor to Lab-i-Bohring, have arranged for Dr, Clemenger, 
the Indo-European Pelegraph Department doctor stationed at Nasratabad Sipch, to be 
Irinsferted for sorvieo nniler tho Government of India as Plague Officer, I understand 
that a British Indian medical assistant has been sent to KuhsieMalek Siah, and that 
stops are beinig taken by the Co tof India to dispatch further medical aid to 
Nasratabad, 











Outashon tho water is low, and whic 



























































ELYN GRANT DUPE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 161. 





Dr, Sohneider to Dr, Odling. 
Inuviers 1906, 
voir du Miniaté 
sur les villa 
Jn mortalité 





oils adresse ci-jointe la copie dune lettre que j 
des Nonanes, ot qui donne dos renseignements assez, de 
tleints, par Li poste, ainsi q 











Porsinn Customs to Dr, Sehnetter: 


Mole Président, T 

VAT Vhonneur de yous faire o¢ 

situeo A Vouest de Nusr Het 
uune moyenne de A 10 déees pur jour 

Jer donne cisapris ta. situation. con: 

Deli Issn, infect 





era 22 Juncier, 106. 
etnellement toute la partio du Netz 


Go; pont tonte Ja région on constal 






ofticiellement par les membros de ta 
uis 8 jours, 4 morts; Dadch, depms 
aitchoui, depitis 15 jours, Deh Ali Kkber, depuis 1 
Zonel Chal Bogh, depuis 45 jours, 65 morts; Charneri, depui 
Akborabal, dopnis 15 jours, 10 morte; Meymourabad, deput 
illing on a onroyistré 2 déeds ly a 20. jours, smais sopnis 
pins dtd signal, 
Snivant des pumeussy qu'il ya été impose : 
prévent lg vill sont infeciés également» Divanch, Abbas Khan, 
Djamalbobad, Lotfallah, Bnfin un cas a 6 wali dans le palais séme 
«lu, Gonvernour i Nasirabad (ville), La nialadle emporté tmmédiateent est mort a iim 
farsak” dota vill 














9 mort; Si 





10}, 
jours, 
‘pidémie 





depuis 10. j 





2 morts 
2 mors 
n'y 











ble A la. Commission ide verifier, jusqu'a 











Veuillez, &e. 


(Signé)) WIBIER 
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[5907] No. 162, 
Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 19.) 

(No. 34.) 

Sir, 





iran, February 2, 1906, 
I HAVE the honour to transmit copy of two despatches from His Majesty 
eistan, from whieh it would appear certain that the Russian Government, has 
cally obtained control of the Meshed-Seistan telegraph line. 

Since the return of the Shah from Burope in October last, | have made repeated ' 
efforts to discover from the Persian Government whether the Grand Vizier when at 
St, Petersburgh demanded the withdrawal of the Russian telegraphists posted on the 
line, have always been met by the answer that negotiations for their recall were still 
in progress and likely to result) n'a manner satisfactory to. the Persian Government, 
Knowing the Persian character as I do, I think it most improlable that in the midst of { 
the brilliant festivities at Peterhof the Grand Vizier, and still less the Shah, would have 
raised a question which they well knew was displeasing to the Russian Government, 
From Tnelosure 2 in. Sir Arihur Hardinge's despatch to Lord Lansdowne No, 200 of | 
the 9th September, 1905, you will see that His Highness was duly reminded of the 

matter. 

Tn the India Office letter of the 23rd Jun 
signallers destined for Turbat-i-laideri and Bi 
their arrival at Nasratabad, I wrote to the Ali 
give orders for their admission in the offices at their respective stations, After some 
delay his Excellency referred me to the Mushir-ei-Dowleh, to whom I wrote making 
the same request. I hinve as yet received no written reply; but as T hnd the honour (0 
report in my telegram No, 93 of the 1st ultimo the Mushir-ed-Dowlch hag proposed to 
allow the two signallers to be posted at 'Turbatsi+Birjand, provided that His Majesty's 
Government undertake to withdraw them should the Russian Government witht 
their telegraphists on the Meshed-Seistan’ Tine, the Mushirs 
Dowleh stated the Persian Government had decided to refuse, on tho ground: thab 
negotiations with the Russian Government for the withdrawal of their employés were 
still in progress. But if His Majesty's Government would permit the Urmi Mollal to, 
return home it would be xranted. I pointed out to his Excellency that ho had hinselt 
admitted to Sir Arthur Hardinge that whatever: privileges were given on the Mesh 
Seistan line to Russian signallers would’ also he given to an equal number of British { 

s. I drew his attention to the fact that in the autumn of 19041 had, hy’ the f 
ions of Lord Lansilowne, formally claimed the right of His Majesty's Gi 
mont to post signallers on the line identical in number with the Rus ployés, 

His Exeelleney, in reply, again stated that the Russian signallers were only 
temporarily on the line and would, he hoped, be shortly. withdrawn, 

It is, T think, unlikely that the Russian Government will. in this respect mect, the 
views of the Persian Government, Although the rights of His Majesty's Government, 
re quite clear the Persian Government will, 'am conyinced, place every obstacle tn 
nr way, ind to save tine {ventured to recommend that the Mushir's proposil he 

pied, ‘This will not in 








































» 1905, the dispateh of two British 
jand was sumonnced, On hearing of 
ister of Telegraphs requesting him to 





















































































ny way compromise the right already claimed and may. | 
make it easier to post other signallers, should this hereafter be considered desirable, 

‘The Urmi Nollah is old and in bad health, Mr. Wratislaw thinks that, he has 1 
find a lesson, and will certainly help to keep the turbulent elements at Uriii quict, If 








ty’s Government permit his return, the Shah and the Valiahd, who are very 
keen to wet him away from Tabreer, will be pleased, 

‘The Musbir-cd-Dowleh informed me last week that the Shah had decided to retuse 
Nasratabad-Kub-i-Malik-Sial extension, His Majesty's chief reason, which s 
rivolous one, was that we already: had a telegraph li 
Belichistan frontier. I told his Exeelleney that I thou; 
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Majesty's mind, 
In these cireumstances, a concession by His Majesty's Gavernm: 
Mollah may, at this moment, influence His Majesty's decision 







in regard to the 
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I may add that [have called the Mushir-ed-Dowleh’s attention to the inclosures in 
Captain Macpherson’s despatch No. 11 of the 12th December, 1905, and his Excellency 
has promised to inquire into the matter. 

Thaye, &e. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUER. 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 162. 


Consul Macpherson to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 
(Wo. 11.) , 
Sin, Seistan, December 12, 1903, 
I HAVE the honour to transmit, for your information, with reference to corre- 
spondence ending with your telegram No, 70, dated the 9th December, 1905, regarding 
the contro} of the Meshied-Seistan line by the Russians— 


2.) A copy, with translation, of @ telegram from Kniaz Vavehadze from Kuchan 
to all Persian telegraphists on the line, ordering them to assist the Russian constructors 
to repair it. : 

(2.) An original letter, with translation, signed by ‘Tukhoreli, the Russian 
Inspector at Shusp, to the Persion telegraph-master at Bandan, threatening to 
dismiss certain Persian’ ghulams if the orders communicated to them in his letter 
wore not complied with 

(3,) A copy of telegram, with translation, from the Russian Inspector at Shosp, 
to the Mechanic Tersimionantz, informing him that he had received instructions from 
‘Milis to assist him in the line repair work. 


2,1 would also invite attention to the entries in my diary, of which copies 
(Inelosures Nos. § and 6) are attached herewith for ready reference, 

. It should be noted, in connection with the above, that the orders for the 
opairinge of the line originally issued from the Ministry of Telegraphs through the 
Kninz Vavehadze, who, according to the recent admissions of the Persian Government, 
vide your telegram No. GL of the 17th October, was dismissed trom its service over two 

ears go, It follows therefore that either the statement of the Persian Government 1 
necurate, and that Kniaz Vavehadze is still iu its employ, or that the control of the 
ie lias now been definitely handed over to the Russians. ‘here seems to be little 
doubt that the latter is the correct solution, 
Copies of this letter are being forwarded to the Government of India and His 
Britauinie Majesty's Consul-General for Khorasan, 
Thave, & 
al) A. D. MACPILERSON, Captain, 
His Britannic Majesty's Consul for Seistan and Kain, 


Tnelosure 2 in No, 162, 


Knivz Vavchudze (0 all Telegraph-Musters on Seistan Line, 

(ranslation.) 

(Welegraphic,) [Undated 
BY onder of ho. Minster of elegraphs, the telegraph line of Seistan is to be 

yevaiced. Onder ghulans to keep ready their fine-repair material and. go with ghulam 

bushis on line, 


Tnclosure 3 in No, 162, 


M, Tukhoreli to Mirza Ali Khan, 
nag 


[After compliments.) (Undated, 
TWO months ago 1 ordered Hussein Ali Khan (Velegraph-master, Shusp) to 
telegraph (to all stations) from Schideh to Seistan and inform the ghulams that they 
should inspect the line once a month, and wherever a post had fallen to set it right. 
Now, itis intimated that cight posts between Bandan and Lab-i-Bairing have 
‘and no one has seen to repairing them; therefore, immediately on receipt of 
this, send both ghulams from Bandan to Lab.i-Bairing to set right the posts which have 


1 


fallen, and, after their return, send Mahomed Ali to inspect the line from Bandan 
to Aliabad, to repair it wherever there may be any defect. If any delay occurs, 1 ill 
dismiss both ghulams. Indeed, a ghulam should go along the line once a month, 
Both the ghulams should now take one horse between them, although the custom is that 
each ghulam should keep one horse. For the present one horse will do for both 
ghulams. If, when I come to Seistan, the horse is not present, 1 shall expel both 
ghulams, Whenever a Government nazir comes trom Seistan aloni the line, repairing 
materials should be kept ready, so that he should not be delayed. 


Tnclosure 4 in No, 162, 


Tuktoreli to M, Tersimionante. 


Shusp (undated), 
ed from Tiflis that | may also come for constructing 
the line and work from Schdeh to Seistan, 


You should also come with me to Seistan, and on arrival at Birjand make ready 
quickly one ladder and to tents, 


Inclosure 5 in No, 162, 
Extract trom Seistan Diary for November 21, 1905. 


WITH reference to diary entry for the 6th November, Fazl Rahman has sont_me 
information that Tukboreli, the Russian Inspector at Shusp, received 440 tomans from 
the Khabir-us-Sultanch at Meshed for line-repair expenses, Mr, Howson reports, from 
Birjand that the Resi of Tclegraphs there had informed him that Kniaz Vavehadze had 
wired to him that Russian constructors would shortly be coming to repair the line, and 
that he should send his ghulams to co-operate, /\ similar telegram had beon sent by 
the Kniaz to all telegraph-masters on the line, ‘the Khabir-us-Sultaneh had also sent 
him orders to assist the Russian constructors, In reply to a direct question from 
Mr. Howson, the Reis stated that the Persian ghulams were certainly under the orders of 
the Russian staff, who exercised the same control over the Meshied-Seistan line as the 
British did over the Tebran-Meshed line, It is difficult in the face of the above to see 
how the Persian Government ean contrive to deny that the Russians do not exercise 
effective control of the line, 


Tnclosure 6 in No, 162. 
Htract from Seistan Diary for November 30, 1908. 


WITH reference to diary entry (2) for the 21st November, Tukhoreli has admitted 
to Mr. Howson that the Persian Government were paying the cost of the repairs to. the 
line, which he estimated would amount to 400 tomans, but he did not know whether his 
own (the Russian) Government would subsequently reimburse this amount or not, He 
fiurther informed Mr. Howson that he had received his orders to undertake the work from 
the Mukhbir-ud-Dowleh in Tehran, 


Inclosure 7 in No. 162, 


Consul Macpherson to Mr. B. Grant Duff 


No. 12, Confidential.) 
, Seistan, December 24, 1905, 

1 HAVE the honour to report, with reference to my telegram No. 87 of the 
23rd December, and in continuation of my letter of the 11th December, that the 
Persian Postmaster at Neh has shown me the original postal receipts. of the 440 tomaus 
paid to Tukhoreli, the Russian ‘Telegraph Inspector at Shusp, from which it is clear that 
this money was received by him from the Russian Consulate-General at Meshed, and 

(161s) 2Q 
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not, a8 previously stated, from the Khabir-us-Sultanch, Copies of the receipts have 
been taken and can be forwarded if necessar 

Whe Postmaster further stated that when he first paid over the money to the 
Russian Inspector the latter did not know for what object it had been sent, but 
that some five days subsequently he received letters from the Khabir-us-Sultanch and 
the Kniaz Vavehadze, when he immediately gave out the money was for the repair of 
the line 

‘Mhe above fact, coupled with the general information given in my previous letter, 
would appear to offer almost conclusive proof that the control of the line has, in spite of 
assurances to His Majesty's Legation to the contrary, been definitely handed over to th 
Russians, 

Copies of this letter are being forwarded to the Government of India and His 
Majesty's Consul-General at Meshed, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) A, D. MACPHERSON, Captai 

His Britannic Majesty's Consul for Seistan and Ka 






































(6908) No, 163. 





Mr. F. Grant Duff to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received February 19.) 












(No. 85.) 

Sin, Tehran, February 2, 1906. 

1 HAVE. tho honour to forward herewith a copy of a despateh from His 
Majesty's Acting Consul-Genoral at. Meshied, embodying his views on the: present 
state of Persin, and suggesting the tion of a movable mounted column at and 
around Kuli-ieMalik Siah 
































Lam, & 
(Signed) 





VELYN GRAND DUFF, 






















i Vin No, 163, 


isu 





Aetiny Consul=General Sykes to Mr. B, Grant Duff, 
(No.2) 
Sir, Meshed, January 20, 1906. 
WIPH reference to your telegram No. 4 of the 4th January, 1906, Thai 
honour to inelose hierewitli, for your information, copy of a letter No, 9, Confidential, 
dated the 19th January, 10 ch I have addressed to the Secretary to. the 
Government of India ii the Forcigm Department, on the subject. of a movable 
mounted column at and ik Si 
&e. 
 MOLESWORTH SYK 





ie 


















BS, Major. 






Inclosure 2 in No, 163. 








Acting Consul-General Sykes to Government of India. 


















Sir, Meshed, January 19, 1906. 
WIL reference to my telegram in which, in reply to one from His Britannic 
Majesty's Legation asking Tor suggestions, I proposed the formation of a niovable 
mounted colin at and around Kub-ieMalik Siah, 1 have the honour to give my 
reasons for the above suggestion, 

2, It appears to me that the eni of P 
this, together with the sigusof the ‘1, are many. Chief among the 
former is the fact that the Persian ilebt is steadily heing added to, whereas the 
resources of the equntry are not increasing. 

T understand that about fiye-sevenths of the debt that the country can stand 
without insolvency has been already contracted, or, in other words, that proportion of 
the road to rin lias tieon traversed. 

his debt, it may be incidentally mentioned, has not heen used to develop Persia, 
hut the money has heen squandered abroad. 

Chief aniong the signs of the end is the growing disgust of the Persinus for 


















is approaching, and the reasons for 
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the present siate of affairs, which disgust is voiced by the newspapers and is 
organized by means of the post and the telegraph, although the latier is still the 
Shah's most. powerful instrument: for Keeping his loosely strung Empire together. 
Thirteen years ayo, when I first travelled in Persia, the late Shah occasionally was 
abused, but more generally he was lauded, ‘To-day, all classes unite in condemning, 
not only the Monarch as an individual, but the vieious system he represents, 
gain, revolutionary ideas are undoubtedly catching, and the sight of what is 
going on in Russia is slowly: but surely producing an effect which it is impossible ax 
yet to gauge, but it is evident that the sced sown will bear fruit in the minds of 
the entire Babi community, and probably among the majority of the upper and 
trading classes, 
minor point is that the employés at the Russian Bank, the doctors, and men of 
business are all revolutionaries, and consequently busy sowers—indoad, many of them 
have been sent to Siberia or have been imprisoned. For example, the Chief Manaxer 
of the Russian Bank has, I understand, been incarcerated in the Petor-Paul 
fortress, 
In short, Persia may linger on for a few years, but it is equally possible that the 
onder of things may come to an end without warning. Ini any ease, it seems 
rable to take precautions betimes for the latter eventuality. 

. Should Persia break up, the occupation of Persia Baluchistan and Seistan 
would be a matter of first-rate—nay, of almost. vital—importanee to the Government 
of India. In this connection the ‘occupation of Seistan by us would, for all practical 
purposes, inelude that of Baluchistan, as no Russian force could enter the latter 
istrict except by way of the delta of the Helmund, whereas it could be seized by 

operating from the east: and south, 

ic granted, it is obviously urgent to exclude rival influcnees from the 
Helmund delta, or at all events to sectre paramount position of British influence by 
overy legitimate means. ‘This, I take it, has heen the motive underlying the opening 
up of the Nushki trade route, the MacMation Mission, and, indeed, the foundation of 
the British Consulate in Seistan, 

4, Before formulating a proposal it is aswell to tum our eyes to the north 
‘Where we find Askhabad, the headquarters of a Russian Army Corps, within a. few 
miles of the Persian frontier, and at Sarakhs there is a force of at least, 600 to 


































































hhere would thus be nothing to which exception could be taken by the Por 
Government, if tho British Government were to form a cantonment on it8 own fron 
KulvieMalik Sinh, 

If objections were made, the action of the Northern Powor could be 
is the proverbial ill-wind, 
on for taking such a 
5, The advantages of such action would bo:— 








and 














ienever Persia breaks oy and there 
jon with the forces of 








il it is quite possiblo that, in view of Seistan being 
asp, she would, on that account, be slow to disturb the status quo which 
sy to preserve, 

Majesty's Legation could threaten. to. increase the garrison in Seistan, 
or otlier and stronger measures when dealing with the Government of the Shal 

















An additional point is that Meshed could be reinforced safely from the Sei 
escort, and although I do not anticipate serious trouble at present, and also consider 
that the approach of reinforcements might precipitate the very danger it was intended 
to avert, this question has to be considered. 

Finally, our position in Khorissin and in Afghanistan would be strengthened 
immensely 

It is indeed extraordinary that at pres 


















nt there is no outward and visible sign of 
British power ut any point along the many hundreds of miles where Persia is 
mterminous with the British Empire, ‘his offers 4 grout contrast ta whal one sen 
in the north, and constitutes a serious souree of weakness in our dealings with the 
Persian Government. 
6. ‘he size and constituent parts of such a force are not within my provi 
deal with; but I would suggest that both for transport and the secure mobil 
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country is ideally suited for camels. Suitably equipped a column could reach 
Seistan in less than two days, and the fact that this ean be done should he brought 
clearly Home to the Persians on the frontier, who, by the way, have an exaggerated 
respect for artillery. 


suggestion there appear to be but three objections from the 


a.) The extra cost of feeding such a body of men, 
.) The undesirability of isolating such a small force. 
he climate, 

As to the extra cost, it need not beserious after the first year or two, as, generally 
speaking, the demand creates supply, and in normal years’ Afzhan Seistan produces 
a sufficiency of supplies. In any ease for a force relying on camel transport the cost 
of rations would not he very serious, As to (b) I would urge that there is no danger 
of such a force being cut off, whereas the experience gained by keeping it on the 
frontier should certainly counterbalance any temporary numerical loss to the strength 
of the British forces in’ Indi 

As to (e) hot as hot or by any means as trying as Seistan. It will, 
1 think, provi mparatively health; 

Troops might suffer from the monotony to a certain extent, although oceasional 
maids trom acioss the frontiers would be splendid training for all concerned. 

‘These being the only: important military objections to the scheme, T hope that 

overnment of India may sec fit to consider the advisability of stationing 
permanently small force of Indian troops, equipped with a special view to mobility, 
on the frontier av or near Kuli-i-Malike Salt 

4, A copy of this letter is being sent to His Majesty's Legation and to His 
Majesty’s Consul at Scistan, 

Thav 
(Signed) P. M. SYKES, 





(5935) No, 164, 


Mr, Spring-Rice to Sir Bdirard Grey.—(Received February 1.) 


(No. 11) 

Sir, St, Petersburgh, February 7, 1906, 

T HAVE, the honour to state that 1 addressed a private letter, to Count 

Jamsilorff, copy of which 1 have the honour to inclose, embodying your telegram 

No.1 of the 2nd Hubruary, on. the subject of financial aid to Persia. 
jeentay  atentod Count Taunsdor's oficial reception and spoke to him on the 

aubject, 

His Excelloney informed mo that, on the preced 
Vefore the Emperor, His Majesty liad charged 
ub this communi Count Lamsdonit added that quite of the opinion 
the Persian 


oper into embarrassinent 


He expressed lijs sitistuction at the frank nature of the communication, and 


ine to inform you aevordinuly: 
_ 1 gathored from his language that he regarded the idea of a loan to Persia with 
Gisfavour, and did not press him as to the suggestion that, if the Russian Government 
thought. a loan) advisable, is Majesty's Government was prepared to enter into 
tiegotiations on the subject did Tallude to the possibility of the repetition of the 
circumstances attending: the loan of 1809, hich year the Russian Government, 
althongh Lord Salishity hud expressed his willingness to enter into negotiations for a 
Joint Toon, and while the negotiations were ponding, had smnetioned a large advance, 
ally made to the Persian Goverment bya private bank, ‘This question was 
fally discussed boiween Count Lamsdorit and Sir Charles Hardinge on the 6th ultimo 
(G00 his: Excellency's despateh No, id both Count Lamsdorft and Count Witte 
inost be fully avare of the uffect on public opinion in England of what would app 
‘nfter the formal cand written conuupication just made by onder of His Majes 


Government and accepted with satisfaction by the Emperor, as little short of a breach 
Of faith. T alluded, however, to the language held by Count Lamsdorft to His Majesty's 
Ambassador and reported by him in the above-mentioned despatch, and observed that 
‘the communication I had made was based on the assurances exchanged on that 
occasion. 
Thave, &. 
(Signed) CECIL, SPRING-RICE. 


Inclosure in No, 164. 


Mr. Spring-Rice to Count Lamsdorf’ 


(Particuligre et Confidentielle.) Saint~Pétersbourg, le 2% Janvier 
Cher Comte Lamsdorif, (5 Féorier), 1906. 

COMME yotre Excellence le sait, Sir Edward Grey a ditau Comte Benckendorf, 
dans une conversation qu’il a eue avec son Excellence le 13 Décembre (x. que, tout 
en admettant que Ie moment n’était pas opportun pour enttrer en pourparlers en vue 
dlarriver & une entente ayant pour objet do régler les différences entre les deux pays, 
le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté, de sa part, pendant le délai inévitable, éviterait toute 
action de nature & rendre plus difficiles les négociations qui auraient lieu dans ce but, 
ou de compromettre la possibilité a’ centuel. 

Se basant sur ce principe, Sir  récomment déclaré au Gouvernement 
Persan, en réponse & des représentations aut sujet de P6tat actuel des finances Persanes, 
que le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Britannique w’était pas disposé & sanctionner une 
vance pécuniaire en faveur du Gouvernement du Sch. 

En faisant part a votre Excellence, 2 titre confidentiel, de co qui précdde, je suis 
chargé de informer que le Gouvernemont. Britannique entend que Je Gouvernement 

esprit de réciprovité et du désir de ne pas introduire 
AGmont nouveau, ne pormettra pas que le Gouvernement 

Parana regoive un socours péountatro des uutortds fianeibios Runees, 
Si, toutefois, pour quelque raison, le Gouvernement Tmpérial le croit désirable do 
financier 4 Jn Perso et qu'il veut bien considérer la question de concert 
onvernement Britannique, jé suis chargé d’ collence que 
en disc sujet dans un esprit de 


Veuillez, 
(Signé) GECH, SPRING-RICE, 





(5930) No, 165. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received February 1.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Seerstary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Sccrotary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a paraphrase 
of a telegram from the Vicoroy, dated the 16th February, relative to Henjam affairs, 


India Office, February 17, 1906. 


Taclosure in No, 165. 
Government of India to Mr. Morley, 


(Telegraphic.) P. February 16, 1906, 
PLEASE refer to the telegram of the Sth February from His Majesty's Chargé 
d’Affaires at Tehran as to Henjam situation. Grant Duff's recommendations have our 
general concurrence, but it would not, in our opinion, be desirable to locats some 
500 (2) turlnlent Arabs ov Bassidore, having regard to the small area of the British 
possession there, and to the uses to which it may have to be put. 
(Repeated to Tehran and Bushire.) 


ft 
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[6193] 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received February 19.) 


India Office, February 19, 1906. 

IN reply to Mr, Campbells letter of the 13th instant, Tam directed to state that 
Bip Sauna ty, eontmaes Sn ato pay oe ac ergenmn ano AIG] RUSS 
Btate for Foreign Affairs proposes to send to His Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at 
Tohran relative to the telegraph station at Henjam and the situation regarding the 
Arabs on the island. 

Tam to add that Mx, Morley agrees with the view of Sir Edward Grey that there 
are serious objections to the proposal to offer the Arabs in question a domicile at 
Basidu, 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) ‘A. GODLEY 


[6143] No. 167. 
The Persian Minister to Sir Edward Grey. 


‘THE Persian Minister presents his compliments to the Secretary of State for 
Noreign Affairs, and has the honour of inclosing herewith a Memorandum containing 
the translation of a telegram from His Royal Highness the Atabeg-e-Azam on the 
subject of Mr. Grant Dnfl’s statements in reference to His Imperial Highness the 
Shoa-os-Saltanch and his Vazir. 


Persian Legation, February 19, 1906. 


Inclosure in No. 167, 
Memorandum. 


IN his Mscelleney Sir Bi Memorandum of the 17th ultimo, in regard 
to the statements of His Britannic Ma as *hargé (Affaires in Tehran, it had been 
remarked that Mr, G E disclai spoken in the terms 
mentioned sm the Atabe 's ii i versation with His Royal 
Highness with reference: to His Imp. ighness the SI Htanch and other 
matters; and that His Britannic y’s Government were confident that the 
f i remurks made by Mr, Grant Duff, 
The contents of the Meme ving communicated to the Atabeg-e-Azam, 
the: following reply has hee: tt al Highness :— 
“Th re 1 Sir r 8 servations that the British Chargé WA 
in his conversation with me did not Hateanpul the removal from his post of His Imperial 
Highness the Sh Saltaneh within 24 hours, and that he did not speak in the terms 
referred to, ‘The statements made by the Chargé d’Affaires were those that have been 
telegraphed. Abbas Ghali Khan b, who had accompanied him, acted as interprete 
He know Rnglish well, and it cannot be imagined that there was any error or 
in the interpretation ; moreover, the Chargé d’Affaires himself, who knows 
repeated tho remarks in Persian, As regards the expressions used in reference 
uneh and hi which it is stated the 
by him to the Moshir-od-Doyleh, 
ions were used both in the Cc hare Affaires’ private communication and 
to the Ministry for Foreign Affairs—in faet, the manner of his 
i ize. But the Foreign Office 
here hax so far prefe i 
cation, 
“A fow days ago the Legation complained that Issa Khan, the ‘seraidar’ (caretakex) 
Of the Legation, had made ¢ ive charges in regard to some building work which 
had been executed there. Tt was an niged that the work should be inspected, and if it 
was found that Issa Khan had: le any ie hs ‘ge, the excess should be refunded 
hy him, A builder wi e "seraidar, was also 





|285) No. 168", 


Mr B Grant Diff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 20.) 
(No. 02, 
(Molneraphic.) 





Tehran, February 20, 1906, 

AN offoiteo lias boon committed on board a British ship in Bahrein Harbour by « 
subject of hid charactor, ‘The min is a refugee from Persia resident at 
After inquiry, oir Political Agout huis come to the conclusion that th 

wes two years’ iiyprisoinnt s however, power to. try Briti 

suhjgets only, ” Please insteuct how man shonk he ilealt with, Tk seems 
ise the question of jurisdiction here 

Consul-( 
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show the work to the builder. ‘The Legation, without any reason and right, took Tssa 
Khan and incarcerated him at the Legation, He was thus detained there for two days. 
‘Two notes were exchanged between the Foreign Office and the Legation, asking the 
Legation to set Issa Khan free; the replies received from the Chargé d’Affaires were 
most acrimionions, and ina manner contrary to custom, At last the Foreign Office was 
compelled to send the Meftah-os-Saltaneh (chief of the section having charge of British 
affairs) to the Legation, and he obtained the release of Issa Khan from the Chargé 
4@’Affaires, and took him away from the Legatioy 
“In the case of the muileteer who was guilty and was prnished in Shiraz for the 
sake of affairs connected with His Britannic Majesty’s Consuilate, and for neglecting to 
take care of the goods of a British subject, the Chargé d'Affaires decided that tho Vazir 
of Fars sliould apologize to the Consul, but he himself inearcerates the ‘seraidar,’ 
who is sont with a special Foreign Office funetionary to the Legation for the purpose of 
taking part in the inspecton of the building work, and does not even rolease hin after 
several communications from the Foreign Office. 
“There are several similar matters, but I do not like to prolong these discussions, 
ald not approve of such actions, I have 
roferred to this one by the way, and for his information; and Tam confident that his, 
Excellency will give a hint to the Chargé d’Affaires, in the manner he:thinks best,’ in 
regard to his altering his mode and attitude.” 


February 19, 1906, 



































Being sure, however, that Sir Edward ey w 








(6165) No. 168, 


Mr, B. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey—(Received February 19.) 
(No. 50.) 


(Welegraphic.) P. Tehran, Rebruary 19, 1906. 
FOLLOWING repeated to India and St, Petersburgh :— 


“ Persian loans, 
« Foreign Offic 





despatch No. 143 of 4th October, 1905. 


“T last night received a message from the Grand Vizier stating that he was now 


prepared to accept the 150,000/. formerly offered. T said that 1 would lay the matter 
ne you, but that 1 thought it unlikely, in view of the recent refusal of Tis 
Majesty's Government to grant a loan, that the previous offor was still open, 

“His Highness now thinks that he will not be able to pay the sum due to. the 
Yank by September (see my telogram No, $9), and I gathered that the sum now asked 
for would be used to pay off that debi 

“The general opinion is that the Grand Vizier's position is very uncertain, The 
fact of his sending the above message to mo looks as if he had so far fuiled to got x 
promise from Russia.” 





















(6165) No. 109. 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Grant Duff 






Foreign Office, February 20, 1906, 


are not disposed to renew the offer made last July, 
le by proposals from the Persian Government of an 
entirely different nature. 


‘ou should inform the Grond Vizier in th 
transmitted in your telegram No, 50 of yesterday. 








sense with reference to his message 
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(4841) No. 170. 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Grant Duff. 
ean 2 Foreign Office, February 20, 1906. 










HENS. 

You should inform Persian Government that, until the | fr 

telegraph station have been satisfactorily settled, His Majes vernment will be 

‘bliged to object to any coereiveaction being taken by the Persian Government against 

the Arabs. Such action would be considered likely to endanger the safety of British 

telegraph officials, and if taken would lead to adoption of Major Cox's suggestion to 

ship to the spot. As au additional reason for an carly settlement of the 

cn gram No, 8 of the 9th January, you should 

te of xxists among the A uutenant 
0 the Resident of the 24th October, 1905). 

's Gove g, as S00 as a Satisfactory settle 
beon arrived at, to notify. to Arabs, if the Persian Government desire it, Tis 
Government's recoguition of Persian sovereignty, and: to endeay 
‘equ 


5 of the British 
































at 












Bth Fobranry, that Arabs should he offered British domicile at Basidu, tis admitted 
that Arabs are Persian aubjects, and althowgh, the station is British property 

on a Porsiin sland. Accommodation and adequate protection could not cor I 
be tlforded to the Arabs, while awkward questions mnight be asked as to their status 
and as to limits of sation, whieh are undefined 











(6434), No. 171 


Persian Transport Company to Foreign Offce.—(Received February » 





.) 


5, Suller's Hall Court, Cannon Street, London, 
February 21, 1906. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 22nd December, 1905, touching on certain 
matters connected with the Bakhtiari road, [ have now the honour to submit for your 
consideration the views of my Board on these questions. 

With rozard to the statement that the Chiefs “had offered to pay the 8,000 tomans 
to your Ahwaz Agent, but that the latter had refused to take the money,” no suc 
offer has to our knowledge been made to our Ahwaz Agent. Mr. Preece is, 
perlinps, referring fo Mr, Party, for some tine acting as our Agent iv ‘Tehran and 
now in Bagdad, with whom the Chiefs had some conversation during his passage 
through their country in August 1905, as reported to you in our despatch of the 
9th October, 1905, n 

‘The action of Mr, Parry in this matter appears to have been strictly correct. ‘The 
Chiefs submitted their proposal to us through His Britannic Majesty's Consulate-General 
at Ispalian in December 1901 (communicated to us in your despatel of the 17th March, 
1905), and our reply, contained in my letter to you of the 22nd March, 1905, was also 
roferred throuyh His Britanniv Majesty’s Consulate-General, but does not appear to have 
reached the Chicts wutil November 1905, ‘Therefore our Agents could not, in. the 
meatitime, aecept any sum tendered by the Chiefs or treat with them on the subject without 
previous adyice from His Britannic Majesty’s Legation or Mr. Preece. My Board 
desire to point out that the Company has made every effort to avert any such misun- 
derstanding with the Chiefs, as we reported to you in our letter of the 9th October, 































With regard to the condition of the road, my Board note that the Chiefs “had, 
therefore, caused the road to paired themselves.” ‘There is some conflict of 
evidence us to the present condition of the road, and in this eonnee Board submit 
that it is important to discriminate between accounts given by 
passing over it with picked animals very lightly loaded, and the accounts ef muleteers 
and camel drivers responsible tor the safety and condition of heavily laden caravan 
avimals, : 
| submit for your information the inclosed extracts from our latest advices on 
point from Our Ahwaz and Ispalian Agents, dated respectively the Sth and 
th November, 1905. The road was constructed by us for the purposes of trade, and, 














if the muleteers who have been frequenting it are now refusing to accept loads over it, 
the natural inference is that it has become unfitted for their needs, I may observe 
that the camel caravan, the most economical form of transport in Persia, is withdrawn 
from a stony or neglected track long before the mule or donkey caravan. Competition 
being withdrawn, rates rise and trade suffers. 

My Board venture to suggest, in view of these contradictory reports, that His 
Britannie Majesty's Vice-Consul at Ahwaz be instructed to take note of the complaints 
made by the muletcers, and to visit the road this spring to report on its condition 
(1) in respect of fitness for the passage of mercantile caravans, and (2) in comparison 
with the condition in which it was originally handed over to the Bakhtiari Chiefs, We 
should be pleased to engage Mr. Parry, who has now a wide knowledge of road-making 
in Persia, to accompany His Britannic Majesty's Vice-Consul on the joumey, and to 
furnish evidence as to the second point as welll as to tender any expert advice, His 
charges (which we estimate at 4l. 4s. per day, including travelling, expenses) for the 
actual days out from Ahwaz we should subsequently include in our account for 
repairs. 

My Board consider that, inasmuch as this road was built for the purpose of 
providing a new trade route for British commerce, and was therefore charged to the 
Chiefs at bare out-of-pocket cost, the Company. is entitled to demand that. the Chiefs 
sijould not be permitted fo allow the rond to deteriorate from the condition in_ wl 
was handed over to them, especially as it is now paying the Chiefs handsome ¢ 
My Board perceive with regret that the fitful expenditure by the Chiefs on surface 
ropairs, and the cost involved in sending independent expeditions to preserve the bridges 
only, eause an annual eharge for repairs quite out of proportion to the results achieved, 
For this reason the Company is still propared to accept the onerous duty of directing 
upkeep expenditure on the conditions expressed in my letters of the 22nd March and 
th October, 1905, but the Chiefs should agree that the sum to be allocated to general 
repairs should now be increased to 50,000 krans, seeing that. they were disposed to pay. 
10,000 krans last year and 10,000 krans this year for current repairs, in addition to the 
30,000 krans proposed by them for general repairs, Iam directed in this connection to 
request your eonsideration of the last paragraph of my letter of the 9th October, 1905, 
Our proposal is extremely modest—that. the Legation, and perhaps. also the Chiefs, 
still! mecopt. in principle that tie Company aliould have ‘rotsouablo.femunersvion 
for their services, Such remuneration might take the usual form of a commission on all 
expendi 

As regards the bridges, it is, as you know, essential that these should be overhauled 
after the winter, and before the passige over them of the numerous caravans, as well as 
migratory tribes with all their flocks and herds, We are therefore obliged to send up 
our engineer as usual to overhaul them this spring, Tho cost of this work will be passed 
as usual to our account with the Chiefs for repairs, ‘This account was last made up and 
4 copy submitted to you in my letter of the 29th November, 1905, We have not yev 
received payment, 

Tastly, ‘vith reference to the capital account, the Imperial Bank of Persia, 
Ispaban, advised our Agent there on the 16th November last that they were receiving 
from the Chiefs for our account 27,283 kran, My Board have already’ submitted theie 

‘on the subject of capital reimbursement, but we shall feel obliged if you will kindly 
mus whether His Britannic Majesty's Legation is cognizant’ of this payment, 
in what manner the Legation wishes to allocate it. Tam to protest against payment 
of such sums in Tspahan as irregular. 

























































Thaye, &e, 
(Signed) FRANK BOTTOMLEY, Secretary, 





Tnelosure 1 in No. 171, 


Messrs, Lynch Brothers to Persian Transport Company. 


(Extract. Ahwaz, November 8, 1905. 
Bakhliari Roud.—We have just had a large caravan in this morning, consisting of 
100 camels, ‘The head man of this caravan complains very much of the condition of 
the track, and the charvadars are refusing to take other than very light loads on their 
return journey, They say that if we cannot comply with their démand, they will return 
to Tepahan by way of Shiraz, We shall no doubt be able to talk them round all right, 
but the fact remains that the road is in a bad condition, and unless something be done 
[1e1s) 28 










































ibs 






take it for 
til the ball 





is not sufficient room for a loaded eamel to pass, and 0} 
tous, renders the place extremely dangerous, ‘The third place referred to is that steep 
ill going up from Godar bridge. he road here has become very rough and full of 
loose stones; it is also considerably rain-washed. Not only are these particular plices 
had, but the toad generally is dilapidated, and the track is going from bad to worse, 
and the sooner repairs are effected the hetter—delay will be fatal. We have a winter 
coming on, and, bad as the road is at the present time, its condition next spring after 
the rain and snow may be easily imagined. It is difficult enough to obtain animals as it 
is, and it will he doubly so later on unless something is done, 


le being iat precipi- 





















Inelosure 2 iu No, 171. 


Messrs, Lynch Brothers to Persian Transport Company. 





(Extract,) Ispahan, November 9, 1905, 

MAY we request you to let us know if anything has definitely been settied 
roxarding repairs on this road? A good deal of the increase of traffic depends 
upon the expected thorough repairing of this road, and unless something is done 
promptly towards it we are not hopeful of sending down a large number of camels 
next spring. 





(6580) No. 172. 


India Office to Foreign Office. (Received February 





) 






f State for Initin presonts his compliments to the Uni 
ign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. S« lary Morley 
vith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a paraphrase 
of a tologran to the Vieeroy, dated the 22nd instant, relative to the ease of a Dersian 
resident in Babrcin 


India Office, February 22, 1900. 





re 











{closure in No. 172. 


Mr. Morley to Government of India. 





phic.) 2. Iulia Office, February 22, 1906. 
BLEGRAM has been received from Chargé d’Affaires, ‘Tehran, relative to case 
of a Persian subject, resident in Bahrei, who hus committed offence on board British 
ship in the harbour there, Political Agent, Bahrein, considers that man deserves 
two years’ imprisonment, but his powers enable him to try British subjects only, 
Grant Dull requests instructions how to deal with the ease, facts of whieh he sa 
have bi y Resident in the Persian Gull. 
your y to take into consideration objection to raising jurisdiction 
question with Persian Government. 
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(6615) No. 173, 
Director of Military Operations to Foreign Office —(Received February 28.) 
THE Director of Military Operations presents his compliments to the Under- 
y of State for Foreign Affairs, and begs to forward erevith some observations 


Grant Dnfl’s No. 272, dated the 23rd December, 1905, as requested in. hia 
letter dated the 16th February, 1906. 


Gent 








ral Staff, Winchester House, 
St. James's Square, London, February 22, 1906. 











Inclosure in No. 173, 


Observations on Licutenant=Colonel Douglas's Report on the “ New Road from Kazvin to 
Hamadan,”” 


‘THE importance of this new road, as a road, lies in the fact that it directly conneets 
Enzeli and Kazvin with the main trade route, ‘Tehran-Hamadan-Baghdad 

2, Lieutenant-Colone) Douglas's opinion in the concluding paragraph of his Report, 
namely, that the rond ‘has not been made with any intention of converting it into a 
railway,” cannot, it is thought, be accepted without reservation. 'The construction of a 
railway on much of the alignment of the road seems possible, and the steep gradients 
could he overcome by tunnels or deviations, ‘The question, it appears, in one of 
Russia's ultimate objective. If it be her purpose to link up her railway system with 
the Konit-Baghdad line, the frst step would appnrently bea line linking. Yngelt yi 
Hamadan, and the shortest way appears to be that followed by the rond in question, 
An intention of this kind on her part receives colour from’ the statement of His 
Majesty's Consular Agent, at Kermanshah that he had “heard privately that the 
engineers of the Russian Kazvin-Hamadan road have stated that their Company intend 
to apply for a concession to extend their road to Kermanshah,”” 

3. Such a line would, moreover, bring Hamadan, and, therefore, the main trade 
route between Tehran and Baghdad, into connection with the Krivan-Julfa Railway, the 
extension of which is projected to pass through Kazvin, 

4. railway joining Enzeli, Kazvin, and Hamadan would, moreover 
first-mentioned place considerably nearer to the head of the Persian Gi 
wortiyiof conndoraHion tn 




















bring the 
If, a point 
jew of the recent Russian press campaign regarding the 














‘These considerations, and’ th 
Mr. Spring-Rice, seem to justify a mod 
Colonel Douglas, 


statement made by the Mushircl-Mulk to 
tion of the opinion expressed by Licutenant= 








(6472) No. 174, 


Mr. B, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 22.) 


(No..58,) 
(Tolegraphic.) 2. 

FOLLOWING repeated to Tndia and Bushire:— 

* Henjam. 

“T addressed a note to the Mushir-ed-Dowleh in the sense of your telegram 
No, Sof the Yth ultimo. In teply, iis Highness informed me yesterday verbally that, 
the only right to which the Persian Government could regard us as éntitled was to 
the houses of which mention ig mado in the original concession of the year 1868, If, 
his Excelleney added, His Majesty’s Government wished to hold land at Henjam, they 
must ask the Shah for a grant in the usual manner, 

“Tt was in vain that 1 pointed out that the ‘Telegraph Department had held the 
land for twelve years without the Persian Government raising any protest, and that 
the water supply lind cost them large'sums, I said that it was unreasonable of the 
Persian Government to expect Europeans to live on the island unless a sul 
extent of land were placed under their control. 

“Tam to-day addressing a note to the Persian Government in the sonse of your 


Tehran, February 22, 1906, 
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telegram No, 84, the substance of which I have already 
Mushir.ed-Dowleh, 

“His Excellency promised to inquire of the Grand Vizier as to the reported 
intention of the Persian Government to use coercive measures against the Arabs. He 
himself professed ignorance of any such intention.” 





ommunieated verbally to the 








(5896) No. 175. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. E. Grant Duff 
(No, 321) 
Sin, Foreign Office, February 23, 1906. 

1 HAVE received your despatch No. 22 of the alst ultimo, forwarding your 
correspondence with the Persian Government respecting the beating administered by 
thy Vazir of Fars to a witness who had been sent to him by His Majesty's Consul at 














T approve the terms of the note addressed by you to the Mushired-Dowleh on 
this subject. 


Tam, &e, 
(Signed) EDWARD GREY. 





(6661) No, 176. 
hudin Ofice to Foreign Office —(Received February 24.) 





Sir, India Office, February 23, 1906. 

IN continuation of my letter of the Srd instant, inclosing a copy of a telegrams, 

tho Ist February, to the Viceroy, and a note by the Director of Military Operations 

ing tho dispatcl of troops to Persia in the event of distirbances in that cow 

‘vith special reference to my letter of the 18th ultimo, Lam direeted by Mr, Secreta 

orloy’ tp hransnit, for the consideration of the Secrotary of State for Foreign Affairs, 

a copy of the reply of the Goverument of India to the tolegram mentioned abo 
Tam, &e. 

(Signed) A. GODLEY. 






















Inelosre 1 in No, 176. 
Government of India to Mr. Morley, 


Februery 19, 1906. 





am of the Tst instant as to guards for Pers 
While winter conditions prevail cavalry would he unable 10 cross ranges bet 
Bushire and Ispatian, Tt wos for this reason that in our telegram of the 1th ultimo 
© proposed infintry as Having hetter chance of getting through the country. Risk 
volved in sending sinall parties across Persia was fully recognized by us when wo 
undertook, subject to condition which will be within your recollection, to decide 
be incurred. We have since received Sir A. 
Hardingo’s note of the 23rd December, and other information which indicates that 
situation in Vorsia may become critical at any moment owing to want of funds. So 
far the only question wo have considered is that of strengthening guards of British 
n and Consulates against temporary disturbances, We observe that, in letter 
from Foreign Ollico of the 28th December, the suggestion was wade that foree should 
he made available for dispatch vith least possible delay. to ‘Tehrau, or any other 
int OF Persia, should novessity arise owing to disturbances or other causes. [E His 
Majesty's Goverument vontemylate the more Serious tieasures which appear to: be 
indicated in the Foreign Oltice letter of the 28th December, we shall no doubt he 
tnnformod at the earliest possible date, as the arrangements for the dispatch of the 
necessary force would require disenssion and time for preparation. 
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[6812] No. 177. 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received February 24.) 

Sir, India Office, February 23, 1900, 

TAM directed by Mr. Secretary Morley to acknowledge receipt of Mr. Camphell’s 
letter of the 10th instant, forwarding, for his concurrence, the draft of a telegram 
which the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs proposes to address to His Majesty's 
Chargé d’Affaires at Tehran with reference to the action to he taken to obtain from the 
Persian Government reparation for the attack on Colonel Douglas and Captain Lorimer 
in Duristan. 

Tn reply Tam to say that, in Mr. Morley’s opinion, the claim to compensation is 
at all a strong one, and he would be glad to know whether Sir B, Grey shares this 

and, ifso, whether the proposed telegram should not be modified. 

Lam, &e. 
(Signed) "HORACE WALPOLE, 














(6665) No. 178, 
India Office to Forei 





n Office. (Received February 24.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of Stato for India prosents his compliments to the Under- 
Sceretary of State for Foroign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Socrotary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosiires 
in a letter from the Foreign Secretary to the Government of India, dated’ the 25th 
ultimo, relative to Henjam affairs, 


India Office, February 28, 1906, 








Tnclosure in No. 178, 





The Political Resident in the Persian Gulf to Government of India. 
(Colugraphie) Re 
COPY of Foreign Office lotter to the India 0! 
copy of Henjam Concession 1868, as now furnished by Musliir-ed-Dowleh 
only accommodation nd not ay grant of land, have just been recoived 
by me from the Legation, ‘There is no difficulty about amicable arrangement of details 
between Director-General, Customs, aud self; but to. this end, what I need are 
jons as to the pronouncement which must of y he'made at the same 
time to the Arab community, and inust be accompanied by such preeautions as to 
insure safety of our stall 
Addressed to Government of India, Thave repeated this telogram to ‘Tehran, as 
well as that of the 6th instant, 


Bushire, January 10, 1906, 
dated the 27th “October 

























(6825) No. 179. 


Mr. B. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 24.) 





5h) 
(Telegraphic) P. 

FOLLOWING sent to Tndia to-day : 

“The Armenians of Tehran have forwanted me a communication drawing attention 
to the attempts of the Calcutta newspaper ‘Habl-ul-Matin ’ to excite antieArmenian 
agitation in Persia. The circulation of this paper in Persia is very large, and in 
View of the approach of Moharrem and of the troubles in the Caucasus such propaganda 
constitutes a real danger. 

“7 trust that the further publication of objectionable articles may he prevented.” 


Tehran, February 28, 1906, 
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[6830] 


No, 150. 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 24.) 
Ay 


Tehran, February 24, 1906 





fy 
WING repeated to India 


“Tn view of the attempts of the Russian Consulate in Seistan to make political 
éapital out of the plague outbreak, His Majesty's Consul there has proposed, for the 
consideration of the Government of India, the two following alternatives = 


1, ‘That, should Russian intrigue fail 10 develop to an extent materially injurious 
to our interests, we should advise the Persinn Government that the Goverament of 
India, fully confident of the ability of the Persian Frontier Officer and the Director of 
Customs to suppress the plague, and to prevent its spreading to Persian provinces or 
to British torritory, propose that the Sanitary Couneil be dissolved, and that full 
powers be conferrei!’on the Persian officials mentioned above, with liberty to ask ad 

‘on purely medical questions from the British and Russian doctors. 

"2, Should more pronounced action be found necessary owing to the flagraney of 
Russian int tho removal of the Russian Consulate Doctor from the Couneil 
should he deminded, on the ground that he porsistently utilizes his position to gain 
political advantage.” 










































‘Rhy dissolution of the Seistan Council would probably be objected to hy the 
‘Tehran Council, and they woutd probably advise the Persian Government not 
suggestion, The Persian Government, on their 

any proposal Scistan emanating from us. 
ment of India are disposed to accept the first of Captain M 
alternative proposals, it a possible solution, in view of the attempt which is bein. 
made to come to somo understanding with Russia, might he to induce the Goyerument 
w to send instructions to their officials in Scistan to modify the attitude which 




















phe 

















¥y At prosont adopt, ut least for so long as the plague continues. 
Uf this Inst suggestion should not he practicable, E should be inclined to concur 





with the view taken by the Government of India, and, with your sanction, would 
propose to sound the Persian Government ns to whether they would be willing to 
dissolve the Seistan Counctl, 











(5369) 








No, 181. 
Foreign Office to India Office, 


Sin, Foreign Office, February 24, 1906. 

LAM directed hy Secretary Sir B. Grey to transinit to you herewith, to be laid 
before the Secretary of State for India, copy of Sir A. Hardinge’s observations on the 
points raised in your letter of the Bist August last,° relative to the organization of a 
Russinn service of motor ears for the transport of goods to ‘Tehran, and the meastires 
which might be adoyted in order to prevent possible injury to British commerical 
interest: 

Te will be observed that Sir A, Hardinge considers that an arrangement m 
nrithout difficulty be concluded with the Sani-cd-Dowleh, enabling British motor cars to 
run on the Ixpahan, 'Tehnan and Southern Persia roads,” He furthers expresses his views 
4s Lo the present condition of these roads, the possible improvement of communications 
in Souther Persia, and the prohable cost of measures undertaken for such a purpose. 

Tam to state that Sir E. Grey will be glad to consider any proposals which Mtr, 
Morley, or the Goyernment of India, may wish to make on the subject. 

Sit E, Grey requests, however, that Mr, Morley’s attention may be drawn to the 
letter from the Board of Trade of ‘the 20th ultimo (forwarded to your Department on 
the 7th instaut), containing notes of an interview. with Mr, MacLean, the London 
manager of the Persian Transport Company. It will be seen that Mr. MacLean, who, 
as Mr. Morley is aware, possesses an exceptionally intimate knowledge of Persia, and of 
Persian commercial questions, takes an unfavourable view with regard to the prospects 
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of motor traction in Persia at the present moment, and is inclined to doubt the utility, 
from a practical point of view, of certain of the proposals ninde for the construction or 
improvement of communications in order to facilitate motor traffic, It is in any ense 
evident that the Transport Company, on whose co-operation the suecess of such schemes 
would be mainly, if not entirely, dependent, regard them as likely to prove unremumerativ 
and would be unwilling to embark upon them unless assured of the financial support of 
His Majesty’s Government, or the Government of India, 

Sir E, Grey is not aware what view the Government of India. are likely to take of 

ion. But, as regards the attitude to be adopted by His Majesty's Government, 
jon, and would suggest for Mr. Morley's consideration, that, while private 
enterprise should receive @ full measure of moral and diplomatic support, the Lords 
Commissioners of the ‘Treasury could not reasonably be expected to sanction a 
Government gnarantee of, or expenditure from, British finds on undertakings of such a 
nature, It appears to him doubtful whether financial sacrifices would. be justified by 
corresponding political advantages; moreover, from a political point of view, he docs 
not consider that it should be the policy. of His Majesty’s Government to embark on 
‘uy new enterprises in Persia at the present moment. 



































Tam, &e, 
(Signed) E, GORSY, 





(6837) No. 182, 





Mp. Spring-Rice to Sir Edwarid Grey.—(Received February 25, 
No. 45.) 5 
i St. Petersburyh, February 25, 1906. 





inquiry relative to a paragraph in. the oflicial Messenge 
Director of First Department informs ine that 1 Commission is: being sent to/Porsia to 
id report on the work on Enzcli~Tehran and dalfa-Tabreor roads, just 
Russian Consuls at Tabroe and Resht are members of the Commissions 
is uo question of 
10 Tehran.) 




















(6914) No. 183, 
N. O'Conor ty Sir Edward Gre 





(Received February 20.) 
(No. 109.) ee fe 
Shee Constantinople, February 21, 1906, 
WITH reference to iny despatch No, 921 of the 18th December, 1 have tle 
hononr to forward herewith a despatch from the Military Attaché to His Majesty's 
Embassy, reporting a movement of Persian troops towards the ‘Tirkish frontior: 
T have, &e. 
igned) N, R. O!CONOR, 


a 
losure in No. 188, 














(80.0) Colonel Surtees to Sir N. O'Conor. 


Sir, C 





rs z nstantinople, February 20, 1906, 
THAVE the honour to bring to your notiee that the Possian Governot of Lusistan, 
n-ts-Sultanch, las arrived with a large force of mounted men at Badrai, which is 
situated about 130 miles due east of Bagdad, and hns eneamped there, 
This movement was reported to Constantinople on the 15th instant by the officer 
in command of the VIth * Ordu” from his headquarters at Bagdad, who stated. that, 
jn view of such a demonstration of foree, he had onored the necessary dispositions 10 
This action on the part of Would appear to have been taken either as an 
answer to the menacing attitude of tho ‘Turks in the Wazna district, on as a precaution 
‘against a possible attempted seizure by the Turks of the disputed Seyyid Hassan lands, 
Ttisto be observed that the distance from Budrai to Bagdad 1s scarecly longer 






















































16t 





than that from the W 
sliorter, ‘The Persians, therefore 
probably adopied a course strat 





et to Tabrees, and, in point of time, probably much 
if they contemplate the possibility of hostilities, have 
-gically sound. 

Thave, &e 


(Signed) H. CONYERS SURTEES, Military Attaché. 














(7198) No. 184. 






India Office to Foreign Office.—(Receiced February 28.) 












‘NE Und ry of State fo 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Seeretary of Stat 
despatch to the Goverument of India, dated the 16th instant, rela 
under Abbas abl 


India Offic 





e Under- 
Morley, 
copy of 9, Secret 
re to the Henjam- 

















Kebruary 27, 1906, 





Inclosure in No, 181, 
Mr, Morley to Gocernment of bidia. 


\ India Office, February 16, 1906. 
WIM referonce to tho papers forwarded to mo under cover of your Secretary's 
lottor of the 2st Deccmber, 1905, T transit herewith, for the information of your 
Hicolloney’s Government, copy: of correspouderee with the Foreign Office iu regard to 
tle siggestion that the laud line of the Henjam-Bunder Abbas telegraph should be 
niu through the British Consulate at Bunder Abbas before it is carried into the Porsia 





























Your Exe 
40vsn0 objection to the 
opinion Uti, if thy Persian Govermnent were to 
hot Woll’ he pressed. 





Lob: 
hw 


loney \ that, while th 


wif it can be ari 


Scorctury of State for Foreigi 
gett on grounds 
ake serious objection to 





Affairs 
he is of 
it could 








Thave, &e 


(Signed) JOHN MORLEY 










(6830) No. 185. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. E, Grant Duft 
se a0) 
'Poleraphic,) 
PLAGUE. in Seistan, 
With referonce to your telegram No, 55 of 24th February, it would be better to 


Foreign Office, February 28, 1906, 

















not Russian intrizues locally, but if it becomes necessary to take more vigorous 
‘action, we must follow the proper course aud make representations to the Russian 
Government through His Majesty’s Chargé d’ Affaires at St. Petersburgh. Tf th 


wed with full details of the 





bs 





Heevmes necessary E must he fi 
ais it will be difficult to subs 

It is specially desirabl this moment, and it is doubtful 
whotlier tho Ryssian Government, the Teluan Sanitary Council, or the Persian 
Government would it to the removal of the Russian doctor or the dissolution 
of the Seistan Council. 

Besides the diffioulty: of grounds on which such demands could be based, the 
Russians would certanuly resent the proposal to remove the doctor, and the manner 
in Which that proposal twas n 


plained of, 
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[7400] No. 186. 
Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Office —(Received March 1.) 
Sir, 25, Abchurch Lane, London, March 1, 1906. 


ON the 11th January last I addressed to. your predecessor in office an important 
letter, in which T explained certain difficulties which had arisen in the financial 
relations of the Imperial Bank of Persia with the Persian Government. Iventure to 
inclose a copy of this letter, for which I have the honour to solicit. your consideration 
and that of the Secretary of State, and on which the Board of the Imperial Bank would 
be glad to be furnished with the views and wishes of His Majesty's Government. The 
situation as described in that letter is altered by the failure of the Shah's Government 
to mect the promissory note for the overdraft, and by the personal appeal of the Shah, 
in the Memorandum, or ‘Dastkhat,”” addressed to his Minister in London, to the 
Imperial Bank to meet his wishes, as expressed to me by his Min 
drafts on the southern customs in lien of the promissory note, payable by’ instalments 
spread over three or four years. ‘The urgency of this request, and the difficulty of 
refusing this accommodation to the Sovereign of the State in which the Imperial Bank 
does business, form my excuse for troubling you. A copy of the Shah's letter is hore- 
with inclosed, 

T have, then, the honour to inquire whether the Imperial Bank would be 
supported by His Majesty's Government in any future difficulty which might arise 
from a compliance with the wishes of the Shah for a prolongation of the term of 
repayment of the overdraft beyond the limits of the Bank’s concession. For it must be 
considered that this overdraft was not a voluntary loan, but merely the honouring of 
cheques drawn by the Persian Government in time of great difficulty during the 
Shah's absence from his country, which the Imperial Bink could not, with any, 
propriety, have refused. ‘The overdraft was mado in relic on the payne of loan 
by the Indian Government to Persia through the Imperial Bank, which loan, we wnder- 
stood from the Foreign Offic, was sanctioned and ready to be forthwith granted, 

Unless somo assistance be rendered by the British Government to Persia, the 
Board of the Imperial Bank eannot but fear that a serious crisis may result, ‘They are 
tnwilling to refuse a personal request of the Shah, but, without some specific assurance 
of support from the Foreign Office, which has never been denied them in difficult 
circumstances, and without whic’ their position in Persia would be untenable, they are 
unwilling to increase their responsibilities, which aro already causing them Somno 
anxiety. 














stor, and accept 





























T have, &e. 
(Signed) LEPEL GRIFFIN, Chairman, 





Tnclosure 1 in No. 186. 
Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Office, dated January 11, 1900, 
[Already printed.) 





Tnclosure 2 in No, 186. 
‘The Atabe 





isam (o the Persian Minister in London, 
(Translation.) 


(Celegraphic.) February (2) 24, 1908. 
YOUR Highness’ telegram has been laid before His Imperial Majesty, who has 
issued a“ Dastkhat”” (Rescript), which I hereby communicate to you in full 








“ Alo-os-Sultaneh, 

““Thave seon the telegram which you had dispatched to his Highness the Atabog-i- 
Azam in reference to the Imperial Bank's overdraft account, and have become 
faoquainted with the discussion you have had on the subject with the Chairman of the 
Bank. Tywant you particularly to arrange this matter with the Chairman as soon as 
Possible in the manner telegraphed to you by his Highness the Atabeg.i-Avam, and 
thereby set our mind at rest.” 








[1618] 20 
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(7396) No, 187, 


Mr. B, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey —(Received March 1.) 


. 51.) 
(reloere hi NEP, Tehran, March 1, 1906. 
FOLLOWING sent to St. Petersburgh :-— 


"Your telegram of the 25th February. ‘ 

“British Acting Consul-General at Tabreez reports that the Julfa~Tabreez road is 
almost finished, and that a Russian Commission is expected at Tabreez shortly to take 
it over.” 








No, 188. 
Mr. B, Grant Duj) to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 1.) 


[7418] 


(No, 08.) 

(Welegraphic.) Ps 

FOLLOWING repeated to India — 

“Witness heaton by Deputy Governor of Fars. 
“No apology has been offered to His Majesty's Consul hy the Deputy Governor, 


Tehran, March 1, 1906. 










(6812) No. 189. 


Foreign Office to. Indiu Office. 


Sin, Foreign Office, March 1, 1906. 

1 AM directed by Secretary Sir B, Groy to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
Of the 23rd ultimo, suggesting & modification of the terms of the telegram: which it is 
proposed 10 address to His Majesty's Chorgé-d'Atfaires at ‘Tehran, relative to the action 
to be taken in order to obtain from the n Government reparation for the attack 
on Colonel Douglis and Captain Lorimer in Luristan, 

Sir li (irey, while prepared to admit that the claim for compensation may not bea 
strong one, desires to point out, for the consideration of the Secretary of State for 
Tilia, that thor has beon nothing iu the action or attitude of the Persian Government 
wineo the delivery to th inge’s note of the 11th January, 1905, which 
would justify « inodifieation of the views then expressed on behalf of His Majest 
Govertment. He considers, moreover, that to leave the Persian note of the 3ist 
Deco moe in the contentions of 
the Pe Government, Iso have the wffect of encouraging resistance on 
iNioir part to other British demand 

Tam thorefore to exp 











































E, Groy's hope that Mr. Morley will concur in the 


Wins of the amended draft telegram to Mr. Grant Duff, copy of which is herewith 
inclosed.® 


Tam, & 
(Signed) 





GORST. 








(7632) No, 100. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received March 3.) 
Sir, India Office, March 3, 1906. 





TAM directeit by Mr. Sccretiry Morley to acknowledge Sir E. Gorst's letter of the 
Ist instant relative to the action to be taken in order to obtain from the Persian 
Government ryparation for the attack on Colonel Douglas aud Captain Lorimer in 
Luristan 

Tn reply, Tam to say that, in viow of Sir B. ¢ 














‘s opinion, Mr. Mork 





is prepared 





to concur in the terms of the amended draft telegram to Mr. Grant Duff. ~ 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) "A. GODLEY. 








+ Not printed. 
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[7638] No. 191. 


Mr. B. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 3.) 
(No. 60.) 
(elegraphic.)_P. 
FOLLOWING repeated to India and Seistan :— 
“Water Award. Your telegram No. 91 of the Ist December. 


“T have received a reply in the following senso to my note to the Persian 
Government :— 


Tehran, March 8, 1906. 





“Yamin-i-Nizam has been instructed to withdraw the'letter, which ho was not 
authorized to send. 

“Tn the opinion of the Persian Government the Award is prejudicial to their 
interests, and the following are the reasons for which they ask for its amendment :—- 

“1, The Goldsmid Award has not been followed by the Axbitrator, who hay 
only adopted the interpretation which the British Foreign Oifice put upon it. 

“<The Persians are deprived of the right of opening up old canals and constructing. 
new ones, which is conceded to the Afghans, since the canals liein Afghan territory. 
A large tract of Persian soil will thus be left uncultivated, 

<2, The share of water given to the Persians only’ suifices to irrigate 200,000 
acres of land, although the Arbitrator wi e that the Persians possoss over 500,000, 
The cultivated lands held by the Persians being double in extent of those held by the 
Afghans, Persia claims: two-thirds of the water instead of the one-third awarded 
to her. 

+3, Persian pi 
be rendered possible, 

“4, The Goldsmid Award contains no reference to any restriction reganding 
the alienation of water toa third party, ‘The application of this restriction to Persia 
lone is against her honour, and it should be applied equally to Afghanistan, 

“*5, The appointment of a permanent irrigation officer would haye been 

f judgment had been given in accordance with Goldsmid Award!” 














isants 





Il emigrate to Afghan territory, where cultivation 
















(7362) No, 192, 





Sir Edward Grey (o Mr. B. Grant Dup. 
(No. 38) 
(elegraphic.) P. 


Foreign Office, March 8, 1906, 
AS regards comps 


ensation for the attack on Colonel Douglas and Captain Lorime 
dealt with in your despatch No, 2 of the 3rd January, you should inform the Persian 
Government that, in our opinion, the dilatory and inefficient measures taken by them 
for the punishment of the culprits, togethior with the unsatisfuctory nature of the 
results achieved, prechide any modification in the attitude of His Majesty's Government, 

You should also urge thern to take advantage of the present season to secure the 
punishment of tho Lurs, and if you have not already done so, you should addross the 
Salar-ed-Dowleh in similar terms, 





























(7400) No. 103. 
Foreign Office to Imperial Bank of Persia, 


Sir, 7 Foreign Office, March 3, 1906, 

TAM directed by ir B. Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the Ist instant relative to certain difficulties which haye arisen in the financial 
rulations of the Imperial Bank of Persia with the Persian Government, and to inform 
pow that this Tete, aud your previous communication of tho Ith January last, 
havo received the careful consideration of His Majesty's Government, 

Tt would appear that the Persian Government, finding themselves unable to meet 
the promissory note to the Imperial Bank for an overdraft incurred in. the course, of 
last summer, have requested the bank to accept, ini lien of immediate repayment, drafts 
‘on the southern customs payable in instalments, that the bank desire to accommodat 

ian Government in the matter, but that they are reluctant to do so unless His 
Government will give them a specific assurance of support, 
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voles your statement that the overdraft in question was made in 
eliauee on the grant of pecuniary assistance to Persia by the Government of India 
through the intermediary of the Imperial Bank, but he cannot admit that the offer of a 
loan on certain conditions to the Persian Goverament, which they did not at the time 
show any disposition to entertain, can be held to render His Majesty's Government in 
any way responsible for the action taken by the Imperial Bank in the matter. 

‘The question whether the Imperial Bank should accept the proposal now made by 
tle Persian Goyerument to extend the term for the repayment of the overdraft is not, 
in Sir E Grey's opinion, one in which His Majesty's Government can undertake 
the responsibility of offering advice. ‘The Imperial Bank are themselves best able to 
judge. the merits of the proposal, both from the point of view of finance and of 
‘expediency, and it is for them to decide the matter in accordance with what they 
conceive to be their truest interests. 

Tam fo add that, in the event of the Persian Government failing to full their 
engagements to the Itnperial Bank, your Directors may rely in the future, as in the 
past, on a full meastire of diplomatic support from His Ma 
the British Legation at Tohran. But you will reailily unders 
for His Mujesty’s Government to incur any financial lia 
Dank may feel called upon to undertake, 

Lam, &e. 
(Signed) GORS?. 





No, 194. 
Mr. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey—(Received March 5.) 


fo. Ld, Confidential.) 


St, Petersburgh, February 18, 1906, 
ON receipt of your telegram No, 42 of the 17th instant, relative to the reported 


intention of the Imperial Bank of Persia to make an advance to the Persian Govern- 
mont on cortain conditions, ono of which was the acceptance by Persia of the Seistan 
Water Award, J prepared a private letter to Count Lamsdorif, copy of which is 
inclosed, informing him that the rumour was groundless. Tecalled on M, Hartwvig, 
the Director of the Asiatic Department, and handed him the letter with the request 
thal he would communieate it to Count Lamsdortt, 

He at once expressed his satisfaction, and said that the rumour had probably 
boon due to the desite of the Persian Government to excite Russian apprehensions in 
onler to obtain the wished for loan. I observed that a similar policy was followed 

lk rogard to ourselves, and that I hoped an end would be put, by a frank 
intorchange of idens, to a state of things which enabled Persia to play off England 
against Russia and Russia against England, 

M. Hartwig agreed, and added that the Russian Government would not have 
‘attached much importance to this rumour, if it were not for the fact that the 
MacMahon Water Award had been mentioned as one of the terms of the loan, and 
that accontig to recent roports the result of the Seistan Water Avward would he to 
cut off the water supply from Seistan and to turn the country into wdesert, As you 
are aware, the frets of tho case are that Persia will obtain more water under the 
MacMahon Award than was ever obtained before, and M, Hartwig's assertion shows 
the partial character of the reports which have reached him, He went on to say that 
ie Award had been Kept secret; that the evil was aggravated by the fact that the 
mnap showing the Award had heon confided to the Karguzar of Seistan with the 
promise to Keop it seeret—an assertion which M. Hartwig had already made to 
Sir Charles Hardinge, as reported in his despatch No, 57 of the 26th September. 
‘he tenour of his remarks was, in fuet, the same as that already recorded, and led 
naturally to the conclusion that the details of the Award should he communicated to 
the Russian Government, in order that they might be enabled to form a judgment as 
to its equity. He did not, however, allude’to what he had told Sir Charles Hardinge, 
hamely, that the Russian War Department was responsible for the objections to the 
Awarl on the ground that the fertility of Seistan would be thereby diminished, nor 
did he mention a Commission of Tuquiry, He, however, insisted with some 
carnesiness that the frank communication of the Award would be of assistance in 
improving Anulo-Russian relations in Persia, 








169 





Speaking more generally, he said that he expected soon to go to Persia as 
Minister, and that he hoped that he would be instrumental in arriving at.an arrange- 
ment between the two countries. I reciprocated the desire, and asked him what he 
thought the basis of such an agreement would he. He said Central Asia and Persia 
presented no difficulties; the assurances already exchanged between the two Goyern- 
ments, in regard to the relations of Afghanistan, the guaranteeing of the independence 
and integrity of Persia and the security of the suecession to the Throne, were n wide 
and firm basis on which an agreement could be constructed. 

He repeated the assurances already made to Sir Charles Hardinge as to the 
absunlity of the idea of a Russian invasion of India, He then added that the main 
point—that on which Russia laid most. stress—was the question of Article TT of the 
‘Treaty of 1871 relative to the closing of the Bosphorus and Dardanelles. If Russia 
received satisfaction on this point, which was so wounding to her dignity, she would 
be easily dealt with on other matters, 

T observed that the question of the straits was one that concerned other Powers 
besides ourselves. Not to speak of France, to whom, in regard to this question, we 
were very specially bound, there were other Powers who would have to be considered. 

M, Hartwig ‘replied that he was aware that any attempt at agreement. which 
Russia and England might make would be carefully watched, and, whore possible, 
thwarted, by the inevitable jealousy of Germany; but that he hoped that the recent. 
object-lesson which had been presented to Europe would be a suficient warning, and 
that we should constantly bear it in mind, 

With regard to his definite request, namely, that the Seistan Award should be 
communicated to the Russian Government, I said that I would communicate it to you, 
hut that Theld out no hopes that it would he complied with, I venture to suggest 
that, if this step be adopted, it should only be taken as a part of « more general 
exchange of views with the Russian Government, 






























CECLL SPRING-RICE, 





Tnclosure in No. 194, 


Mr. Spring-Rice to Count Lamsdorff 


(Personnelle et Confidenticlte,) 
M, le Ministre, St, Pétersbourg, le 4 (V1) Féorier, 1906, 

JE me suis empressé de porte connaissance de mon Gouvernement lo 
content: de votre lettre du 2 (15) Février au sujet dui bruit qui vous était parvenu, 
selon Iequel le Gouvernement Persan serait en. pourparlers avec It Banque Impériale 
de Porse en vue de conchite un emprunt de 160,001, dont les prétendues conditions 
Gtaient meme exposées en détail, 

Crest avec un vrai plaisir que je vous fnis savoir & présent, par Mnstruction de 
mon Gouvernement, que le bruit en question —auquel, du reste, jo n'ai attaché, dds le 
premier moment, auictne importanco—est totalement dénué de fondement et que, an 
contraire, 1a Banque Impériale de Perse wefforee 4 Vhoure qu'il est de s0 faire 
pas par le Gouvernement du Schah une partie de argent qu’ello a déji perdu 
Pp 

Tl me parait possible que cette histoire provient de la méme source, ct n été 
fabriquée dans le méme but que les bruits de parcille nature au sujet de projets 
emprunt Russes qui nous sout parvenus de temps en temps 

je me permets, cn conclusion, de remoteier Men cordiatement votve Excellence de 
Ja parfaite franchise dont ellea fait preuve on portant aussitot A In connaissance de 
mon Gouvernement les renseignements qui lui étaient parvenus, 

Veuillez, &e, 






































(Signé) CECIL SPRING-RICE 
(7661) No. 
Mr, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 5.) 
(No. 142) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, February 19, 1906, 


“THAVE the honour to inform you, with reference to my despatch No. LA of the 
18th ae, that Count Lamsdorif stated to me to-day that he liad received your 
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communication relative to the rumoured loan to Persia with great satisfaction. He 
added ; “Is not this the best way of settling our difficulties between ourselves ? 
Thave, &. 


(Signed) CECTL SPRING-RICE. 








(7668) No. 196. 
Mr. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey —(Received March 5.) 


Confidential.) 





No, 
§ , St. Petersburgh, February 28, 1906. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 141 of the 18th instant, relative: to the 
Scistan Water Award, T notice in the Confidential print “ Diary for Seistan and Kain 
No. 42 for the period 1st to Sth December, 1905,” that Captain MacPherson observes 
(hit the false idea seems to. prevail in Seistan that the one-third share of water 
allotted to Persia was ealentated at the Bond-i-Kohat, and not higher up the river at 
U Kamal Khan; which would give Persin a much larger share of water than 
ile division were to take place lower down, 
He states that the Russians and the Karguzar (who possessed a copy of the 
Avant) hn probably suppressed this vory material fot F 

It is quite probable that the Russian Foreign Office is also in the dark as to this 
aspect of the ease, and it might perhaps be desirable (on the supposition that the two 
Governments now desi fo he perfectly frank with ono another) that at any rate some 
particulars as to the Award m be unofficially communicated to the Russian 
Government, who seen to he wndor the impression that some material point is 
purposely being kopt back, 

There are no doubt reasons against communteating the plans and surveys in 
extense which accompanied the Award, and which might he of service to the Russian 
anilitns ios at some future date, but would not hie necessary for explanations 
ians if thoy aro raising objections in ‘good faith in the 
























































tho omission in the Award of any reference to the contingency of 

the Afshins wopening the old canal new Bindar-i-Kamal Khan and restoring to 

fortility the now desert tract of arakun might, in Sir Arthur Hardinge’s opinion, 
si 

T submit, however, for considerat 

opportunity of comm 

‘uotunl text of the Av 





















on, whether it might he as well to take an 
1g unofficially, in order to avoid misunderstandings, the 
little doubt that soonor or later the Persians 












T have, &e. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 





17672) No. 197, 


Mr. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 5.) 





(No. 158,) 
Sir, St, Petersburgh, February 28, 1906. 
L HAVE tie honor to inform you that on the 2ith instant a notice appeared 
the Go the effect that a Commission was leaving for Persia 
composed of the President of the administration of the Enzeli-ehran and Tabreez 
Railway Companies, the Porsian Insurange and ‘Transport Company, and several 
Governnient officials for the purpose of taking over the recently finished roads from 
Enzeli to Resht, Kazvin to Hamadan, and Julfa to Tabrecz, 
why alded that the Commission included a Representa 
Poreign Affairs, the Consul at 















of the 
Resht, and the Consul-General at 











Tn the cours of an interviow which I had with Count Lamsdorif on the same da 
T obse A paragraph with its mention of Russo-Persian Railway 
Conipanies, and other details was likely to have an unfortunate cifet on public 
opinion in’ Engluid. Be replied, with evident annoyance, that he had not seen the 
paragraph and that the * Gazotte” in question committed “hetise sur bétise.” ‘The 
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statement was absunl as railway construction in Persin was at present out of the 
question and contrary to the Agreement. 

I venture to observe that this statement shows the correctness of Sir Arthur 
Hardinge’s supposition that the Railway Agreement with Persia was renewed in 
1900, not for a term of five years, as stated by the Persian Government, but for ten, 

On the same day I received « private letter from M. Hartwig informing me 
“A titre privé” that, as T was probably aware, Russia had two concessions for the 
construction of carriageablo roads (not railways), BnzeliTehran and Julfn-Tabrves 
As these roads are now finished a Commission of Inquiry was being dispatched in order 
to inspect the roads on the spot and report as to their condition, (It might be added 
hat the experience of the Russian Government with the Russian engineers at Enzeli 
ind at Tabreez amply justified the precaution.) 

AI, Hartwig ade 














“Par suite d'un accord entre le Ministre des Finanecs et le Ministdre des 
Affaires Etrangéres, nos Consuls A Tauris et ) Recht sont nommés membros do cette 
Commission.” 





I had the honour to telegraph the contents of this letter to you and to ‘Tehran on 
the 25th February. 





Thave, &, 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 





(6661) No. 198. 
Foreign Office to Initia Office, 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 5, 1906. 

T HAVE laid before Secrotary Sir B, Grey your letter of the 23rd ultimo, 
forwarding for his considoration paraphrase of a telegram from tho Government of 
Indi t of the measures to be taken for the protection of His Majesty's 
Legation at Tehran and British Consulates in Persia in the ovent of internal 
disturbances in that country. 
vie yganneston with the observations contained in the two conch 
this tele 






















ig sentences of 
haracter of the measures which ore contemplated, T am 
that he isnot of opinion that the situation demands 
large scale should be made, Feeling in Persia at the 
appears to be directed solely against the Persian Government, and 
Mere are, as yet, no indications of its having assumed an anti-foroign tonden 























Lam, &e 
(Signed) #, GORST, 
No. 199, 
a Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Grant Duff 
(Folegraphie.) P, Foreign Office, March 6, 1906, 





SEISTAN Water Award, 
Yoit should inform Persian Government, with reference to your telogram No. GO 
of the Srd instant, that if they really desire to persist in refusing to aceopt the Award 
asoned appeal in due form must be submitted by them for my decision, in 
nrdance with the agreement come to in November 1903 (sew Mr. Evskine’s dospiteh 
of the 10th November of that year). 




















(8224) No, 200. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr E 





rant Duft 


Sir, F Foreign Office, March 6, 1906, 
THE Persian Minster asked to see me to-day, and told me that he bad come in 
order that he might inform the Shah whether the British and Russian Governments 
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liad an understanding between each other. I said that we desired to be on friendly 
terms with the Russian Government, and had made that known, and that they also desired 
wo be on friendly terns with us, “The Minister continued to-press me as to 
whether we had any definite understanding in the sense, for instance, that we had an 
uiderstanding with France. Tsaid we had tiot got any definite agreement with Russi 
about details, as we had with France. The Persian Minister then asked 
had an intention of making any such agreement, said that it was impos y 
anything about intentions, This sort of thing depended on cirewustances. We had 
hid difficulties with the French Government with regard to Egypt, Newfoundland, and 
other questions, and we had removed, these by a definite agro Should we in the 
werument, we no doubt might be desirous 
of removing these by But at the {i moment I did 
not think we had any difficulty with the Russian Goverment which iv wi sary 
to discuss in detail 
He asked me what our views were with regard to Pe 
tu see the integrity: and indppenddent sovere 
He-then pressed me very much ow th 
Government desired, and asked me 
money under 
hormowod 













































ait by sayi 
jd that I thought the Ps 





Government had 
x them more, 








offered ro Tend 10,0002. or 200,0001. 1 replied that when I came into office T found 
thut that offer of Lord Lansdowne had not heen accopted by the Persian Government, 
Thoy hat put forward an entirely new demand for $00000L, whiek we wore not 
prepared to Ten, nor wore we prepared to renews the offer of the smaller loan, which 
T not heen accepted, and had hoon put aside by the Persian Government 

Persian Minister then pressed ine further ws to whetlier we would lend money to Be 
if the Persians would use it to pay off the Russian loan, but Tsaidave could 
this proposil. He thon asked me what advice [would give should the Per 
mien appeal to Britislec s for a loan, and should the British capi 
the Foreign Office for a T said that onld not advise any British ca 
lend monoy to Persia without guarantecing the loan or in some ing respousibility 
for it omiselves, and as we vere not propared ourselves to lend to Persia I dil 
ot see how we could facilitate Persia's boro cvshr 1 that if we 
would not Tend the money the Porsian it would have to apply’ to Russia, and 
pressed mmo for advice as to what they should do, Lsaid that Lwas very sorry not to 
he able to give a favourable answer, oF to give the particular ussistines for whic 

he asked, but that as L was not givingy th i oF me 10 gi 
advice with regard to the borrowing of mot 

























































assistance it wits not possible 











Tam, &e 
(Signed) EDWARD GREY, 














(5908) No, 201. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 6, 106. 
TAM directed by Seerotary Sir E. Grey to trausiait to you herewith, to be laid 
before the Seoretary af State for India, copy of Hh from His Majesty's Chargé 
A’Alfiires at Mvhran,® forwarding a report trom His Majesty's Consil-General at 
Meshed relative to the present sitnation iu Persia. 

Tn conn with Major Spkes! observation 
Scistiun in tho evont of the Break-up of Persia, 
question of aunesing 8 












egarding « British occupation of 
Grey considers that although the 
tan in such an eventuality is not one for this Department to 














iv woul! be advisable that a clear and reqsoued decision should be drawn up on 
the subject. 


Lam, &e. 
(Signed) 








GORST. 
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5891) No. 202. 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 


(No, 85, 
ee ) ane Office, March 7, 1906. 
J HAVE received your despatch No. 18 of the 80th January last, reporting the 
recent agitation at Yead against the school of the Church Missionary Society. 
Your action in the matter has my approval. 
Tam, &, 
(Signed) | EDWARD GREY. 





[8209] No. 203. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received March 8.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary, Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a paraphrase 
of a telegram to the Viceroy, dated the 2nd instant, relative to the plague in Seistan. 


India Office, March 8, 1906, 





Tnelosure in No. 203. 
Mr. Morley to Government of India. 
(Telegraphic.) B. India Office, March 2, 1906. 

PLAGUE in Scistan. 

In reply to his telegram of the 24th February, Grant Duff has been instructed 
that consent of cither Tehran Sanitary Council, Persian Government, or Russian 
Government to dissolution of Seistan Council or removal of Russian doctor is doubtful, 
Rusia would certainly resent Inter propos, audits particularly dsiablo to avoid 
friction at present moment. If it should hereafter become necessary to take more 
pronounced action, the proper eourse would be fo addross the Tussian Government 
through His Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at St. Potersburgh, but it would be difficult 
to substantiate charges, and Grant Duff would have to furnish full particulars of acts 
concerning which complaint was made, 














(8148) No. 204. 
Persian Transport Company to Foreign Offce.—(Received March 8.) 


8, Salter's Hall Court, Cannon Street, London, 
Sir, March 7, 1900. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose, for your information, copies of correspondence 
recently received from our agents abroad on the subject of disputes that have arisen 
among the Bakhtiari Chieftains. From this it will be seen that the two brothers, 
Haji AN Kwlk Khan (Sirdar Asad) and. Khosra: Khan (Salars-Arfa), have ousted heir 
brother Najaf Kuli Khan (Samsam-es-Sultanch), and their cousin Gholam Hussein Khan 
(Shabiab-es-Sultaneh), from their share in the government of the country. Itis probably 
{nown to you that for some time past the Chieftainship of the Bakhtiari country has 
been divided between the sons of Hussein Kuli Khan (Ikhani 1850-82), and the sons 
of his brother, Imam Kuli Khan (1882-88, known in the country as Haji Tkbani). ‘Phe 
Shaliab-es-Sultanch represented the latter branch, whereas Hussein Kuli Khan and 
Khosru Khan are both descendants of Hussein Kuli Khan (Ikhani 1850-82). It 
appears from the letter of our Ispatian agent that the deposition of the Shahab-es- 
Sultaneh and of his cousin Samsam-es-Sultanch (the latter a brother of Haji Ali Kuli 
Khan and Khosra Khan) has been confirmed by the Persian Government, who have 

i: i Kuli Khan and Khosru Khan to the supremacy of Ikhani’and Wbegi 
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Our agents inform us that they have 900 loads of merchandize belonging to a 
number of clients waiting at Ahwaz for transport inland, and as much again arriving in 
Ahivaz by steamers now at sea, Tn order to provide transport for this merchandize we 
caravans at Ispahan, and to advance money to the owners before they 
downward journey to Ahwaz, Our agents are apprehensive that the 
muletecrs, alter they have received the necessary advances, may not undertake their 
part of the contract, should there be dissensions among the tribes. As the spring season 
Is now onus, itis of the utmost importance that we should have reliable information as 
to the safety or otherwise ot the road ; and we should be very much obliged if you will 
Iinilly telegraph to His Majesty's Legation in Tehran asking them to make the necessary 
iuiries through the Consulate-General in Tspahan to be transmitted to us, At the 
same time we should suggest that, as the Consul-General is absent from his post, and in 
view of the importance of the events that are taking place among the Bakhtiaris, 
Majesty's Consul at Ahwaz should he instructed to proeced without delay tothe Bakhtiari 
country and keep himself in touch with the Chiefs. 


In this eomuection T would venture to call your attention to the proposals contained 
fv our letter of the 21st ultimo, 


T have, &. 
(Signed) FRANK BOTTOMLEY, Secretary. 


inclosure 1 in No, 204, 


Mesars, Lynch Brothers to Persian Transport Company. 


(Extract) Ispahan, January 20, 16 
Bukltiar’ Chiefs. Tn continuation to our letter of the 10th pasate he 
to give the following translation of the telegram addressed by his Highness Atabal 
to Maji Ali Kuli Khan, Sardar Assad, who is now announced as the future 
Principal Chief of the Bakhtiari, copy of which we have obtained here :— 
“Your Exeelloney, 


_ {As it is His Maiosty’s desire ww sce the welfare of the Bakhulan, its proper organi- 
zation, anil tranquil order, the flice of Hkhani and [bagi is being permanently granted 
of Which the ¢onfirinatory Commission will daly follow. a 
"You will hereafter attond to organize, order tho tribal affairs, punish and reward 
those who deserve, You will iu futiire deal strictly with those who cause disturbance, 
aunt! at any rato fiture order must be assured. If any of your relations cause disorsani- 
vation among the *ils® his estates must at once be confiseated, and he will thereupon be 
ment’s hetrayer, 
ntrol the ailairs of the Bakhtiari tril 
r the contrary to the past and pr 
a ration must be restored, 
“The necessary telegraphic orders are being sent to the Governor-General of 
Arabistay to render you nny assistance you may stand in need of for organization of 
your aitairs, 
On reevipt of this telogram Salah Arfa must proceed to Keshlagh (winter 
At once, to kontrol the alls theres and in aceordanes vith Ils Mestre ecemased 
telegraphic orders are sent to the Arabistan Government to send back Moin Humayoon 
and Murtaza Kuli Khan (who were dispatched by Samsam-es-Sultanch and Shahab-es- 
Sultanch before departure) to Yoluk (summer quarter). 


“After settlement of your tribal affairs you will pay a visit to (Tehran, where further 
orders will be given you ini person, 


Tuclosure 2 in No. 204. 


Messrs, Lynch Brothers to Persian Transport Company. 


(Extract) Ahwas, Je 2 
Bebtart Chiefe= There. hay argon a ‘serious dasefaion, cron the, Bak feast 


Chiefs, which, unless the unexpected happens, will jeopardize the safety of the road, 
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The Samsam-es-Sultaneh and the Shahab-es-Sultanch haye been relieved of their posts 
‘as Ikhani and Mbegi by the Persian Government, and, in their place, Haji Ali Kali 
Khan has been appointed Ikhani, whilst another of the Khans (we have not heard for 
certain who he is yet, but some say the Salar Arfa) has been made the Ibegi. 

For some tinie back the Persian Government, for some reason or other, has shown 
a distinct tendency to ignore the Samsam-es-Sultaneh, and appear to have seized the 
first opportunity of replacing him. Both Sheikh Khuzzel and the Salar Mouazzem have 
grievances against the Samsam—the former over the Raghowa question, and the latter 
fon account of bis refusal to assist him (the Salar) in the Beni Turruf expedition. ‘The 
downfall of the Samsam is therefore largely due to the influences of the above aggrieved 

arties, 

PlliiThe Raghowa question bas been a source of friction between the likhani and the 
Sheikh for some time, It appears that. some time back a party of Arabs from the Upper 
Karun refused to pay their taxes to the Sheikh, and cleared off to Raghowa, which is 
just over the border in the Bakhtiari country, Here they settled themselves and tilled 
the zround, &e. From time to time they were added to by other malcontents from the 
Sheikh’s territory. Last year the Sheikh appealed to the Samsam to send these Arabs 
Back to their conte, inorder that he might deal with them for their refusl {0 pay 
their dues. ‘The Samsam at first refused, and then consented, but requested the Sheikh 
to srait until the harvest had been gathered in, and he would then let them go, The 
harvest was finished, but the Mkhani had changed his mind, and the Sheikh appealed in 
Tehran, As a result of this appeal, the Samsamn was ordered to give way, and to return 
the Arabs to the Sheikh, fe still proved obdurate, and the Salar Mouazzem was 
sent up vith 200 men to take them by force, which he did. ‘his occurred Inst 
October. 

‘Whe above are the main reasons for the downfall of the Samsam and! the Shahab, 
‘The latter, doubtless feeling bound to support the policy of his Chief, naturally fallx 
under the same ban, and shares the same fate as the Mkhani. Upon learning that: they 
had been deposed, the two Chiefs decided thnt te best course to adopt was to repair to 
Tebran in order to try and arrange matters, and on the 21st December they left Shalam- 
var, where they had spent the best part of the summer, for Tehran, 

Tn the meanwhile, there is a gathering of arms in Bakhtinriland, and the tribes are 
taking sides, ‘There are rumours of fighting, Stories of the most contradictory nature 
fare continually coming in, and it is quite impossible to arrange them to show any 
semblance of truth as a result, 

What may happen is beyond conjecture. If the deposed Chiefs are able to 
arrange matters to tlieir satisfaction in Tehran, the whole trouble will fizale out, But 
if, on the contrary, the appointment of Haji Ali Kuli Khan is confirmed, we fear that 
te tribes will be divided into two camps, We may, of course, be unduly pessimistic, 
hut it is the opinion of every one here that the prospects are distinctly gloomy, 


























Tnclosure 8 in No. 204. 
Mr. Parry to Persian Transport Company, 


(Extract,) Ahwos, February 8, 1900, 

Bakhtiari Chiefs —You have been already advised of the troubles whieh: have arisen 
among the Bakhtiari Chiefs, News of a conflicting nature reaches here from Ram 
Hormuz and Malamir, but so far no serious disturbances have been reported. ‘The 
Sindar Assad (jt AU Koll Khan) has heen appointed khan! i place of the Semear- 
ex-Sultaneh, and the Salar Arf (Mlaji Khosru Khan) Mbegi, in place of the Shahab-es- 
Sultaneli, by the Persian Government. 

‘he cause of the Samsam-cs-Sultaneh's dismissal is reported to be complaints made 
by Sheikh Khuzzel to Tehran that he sheltered a fugitive tribe of Arabs belonging to 
the Sheikh at a place named Raghowa, near Alwanich; but I am inclined to believe that 
the desire to break up the power possessed by the union of friendship among the Chiefs is 
the motive which has brought abont. the downfall of the Samsam-cs-Sultaneh and the 
Shabab-es-Sultanch. Letters haye been received at this agency, and by Mr. G. B. 
Reynolds, of the Oil Syndicate, from the Salar Arfa at Malamir, announcing his 
appointment, and stating that provisions are being made to protect the interests of all 
parties connected with business in the Bakhtiari country. It now remains to be seen 
whether the newly-appointed {khani and Mbegi will be strong enough to dominate the 
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Samsam-es-Sultanch and his followers. Up to the time of writing this we have not 
heard of any difficulties on the road, although about 100 animals, dispatelied from here 
recently, are still en route. In order, however, to be on the safe side, I have recom- 
mended Mr, Wilson to instruct Fazlullah Khan, your Ispaban agent, to withhold 
furthor advances to muleteers until the state of the country in regard to traffic has been 
ascertained. | am inclined to fear that muleteers holding advances from us, hearing 
that quarrels haye arisen among the Bakhtiari Chiefs, may decline to travel over the 
road, making it difficult for us to recover the cash advanced, 








Tnelosure 4 in No. 204. 





Metsre. Lynch Brothers to Persian Transport Company. 


(elographie,) Alwas, March 4, 1906, 
SALAR ARIA and Muntazem Dowleh require loans 500/. and 2501. for five 

months immediately, Shall we grant it? What interest shall we charge? Reply by 

telegraph, 








(8466) No, 205. 


Question asked in the House of Commons, March 8, 1906. 





Mr. T. Hart-Davies,—o ask the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
has been called to the Report of the Neweomen Mission to South-Eastern Persia ; 
whether he will take into consideration the advisability of obtaining a concession 
fora rond from Bander Abbas to Kerman, and of appointing a Consul-General at 
Korman of a rank equal to that of the Resident at Bushire, and of placing 
Vice-Consuls at Yeu and Bam ; and whether he will consider the desirability of 


pressing on the Persian Government such reforms as will tend to facilitate trade 
between Tndia and South-Eastorn Por: 


his attention 







































Answer. 











Phe Report in question has 
question of improving communicat 
by His Majesty's Government ; the 
siipport 

from publi 











Kerman j there are 
e-Consul at Bam, 
upon the P 











18461) No. 2 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received Murch 10.) 








‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments vo the Unaer- 
Scorvtary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Me Seoretary Morley, 
forwards herowith, for the information of the Secretary of State, paraphrases of 
telegrams relative to the dispatch of guards to Persia for the protection of the British 
Consulates, 


India Office, March 10, 1908. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 206, 


Mr. Morley to Government of India. 


‘elegraphic.) P. 
(rT SESTION of guards for British Consulates 

Your telegram of the 15th February. 

As there are as vet no indications that feeling in Persia, which at present. seems 
to be directod solely against Persian Government, has assumed an anti-foreign 
tendency, Sir Edward Grey does not think that the sitnation demands vreparations 
ons large scale. 


India Office, March 8, 1906. 
Persia. 








Tnclosure 2 in No, 206, 
Government of India to Mr. Morley. 


(elegraphic,) P. 
GUARDS for Persian Consulates, 
My telegram of the 16th and yours of the 1st ultimo, 


S soon as the passes are open, cavalry, instead of infantry, will be held in 
readiness, Inquiries have been made as to when this will he, 


Mareh 9, 1906,” 








(8148) No. 207, 





Sin Edward Grey to Mr. E, Grant Duff 
(No, 42,) 
(elegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, March 10, 1906, 

PERSIAN Transport: Company desire reliable information regarding the safety 
or otherwise of the Bakhtiari road. 

‘The Company must engage caravans at Isfahan, and advance money to the 
owners, as they “have a large quantity of merchandise waiting at Aliwaz for 
transport inland, 

Kt is feared hy the agents of tho Company that, in the event of dissensions among 
the tribes, the muleteors, having received advances, might fail to carry out. their 
contract. Can His Majesty's Acting Consul-Genoral at Isfahan supply this informa. 
tion or ean you obtain it from other sources ? 

Do you see any objection, on account of possible risk, to the suggestion that 
His Majesty's Vice-Consul at Ahwaz should proceed at once to Bakhtiari country, iu 





















order to get into touch with new Chiefs, and Feport upou state of afirs? He might 
also utilize the opportunity to ingpect tho road furnishing his. views ou its pr 
condition and on the expenditure necessary for j 





improvement, 





(8542) No. 208. 

Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 12.) 
(No. 147.) 
Sir, 


Constantinople, March 6, 1908, 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 5 of the 2nd January, I have the honour 


to transmit herewith copy of a Memorandum on the ‘Tureo-Persian frontier dispute, 
which has been furnished to me by the Persian Ambassador as an “historique de 
Yenvahissement ainsi que Ia violation du territoire Persan par les forces Ottommanes,” 
but which would be more accurately described us a résumé of the Persian case. 

Up to the present, no progress appears to hiave heen made in the negotiations tor 
settlement of this question between the Porte and the Persian Einbassy. 

It is true that the Persian Ambassador has promises from the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs that the Persian demand for a withdrawal of the Ottoman troops 
from Passw6 should be settled satisfactorily, but reports from the Ottoman Cominls- 
sioners now on the spot, just received by the Grand Vizier, appears not to be of a 
nature to lead to this result. One of the arguments of the Commissioners for the 

[LG1s} cia 
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retention of the disputed places by Turkey is that they are inhabited by “ Ottoman,” 
i.e, Sunni, as opposed to “Shia,” or Persian tribes. 0 
TH is to be feared that the fatroduction of the religious element into the argument 
will not conduce to a speedy settlement of the dispute. 
Thave, &. 


(Signed) N. B O'CONOR. 


Inclosure in No, 205. 
Memorandum. 


GRACE} la haute ct bienveillante intervention des Représentants des Cours Média~ 
trios de In Grande-Brotagne et de ln Russie, il a été Wécidé que le Traité de 1847 entre 
quiet Ia Perse serait signé 4 Erzcroum (voir recueil de G. Naradounghian, 

0, No, 139, Vol. TI). . 

Te 9 Mars, 1848, lours Excellences MM. les Représentants des Hautes Puissanc 

fatrices s'adressaient au Gouvernement Ottoman pour obtenir de Sa Majesté 

ile le Sulta tification du ‘raité signé A Erzeroum (voir recueil de 
adounghian, p. 386, No, 141, Vol. IT). me 

‘Aprés ln ratifiention du. Traité, une Commission, composée de Commissaires des 
Quatre Puissances, a été cnvoyéo sur les liewx pour délimiter la frontidre de Zéhab 
jusqu’h Suléimanich, A ln Suite de contestations entre les Commissaires Ture et 
Porsin, chacin des Commissaites des Quatre Puissanices exposa sou avis A son 

re et 1a Russie diessdront une carte désignant tous les 
wmements Turo et Persan, Cotte carte dat 
ot comprend quatorze fenilles, Le 22 Octobre de In méme année, les Ambasss 
dAngloterre vt de Russie X Constantinople envoytrent la dite carte aveo wie note 
Siib-No- $8, Ja Sublime Porto, et leurs Exeollences MM, les Ministres d’Angleterre 
(ide Russie A Péliéran, remirent un exemplaire de la méme carte au Ministdre des 
Alfaives Btrangres de Perse. 

Ta dite carte a dt adoptée comme exncte par Jes deux Gouvernements lors 
de VArrangemont en date du 2 Aott, 1860 (24 Rébieul-Akhir, 1286), ci-apros 
mentionné, et le maintion du sfatw quo’ naurait pu Atre prononeé en Vabsence de 
arte 

Dinis lo recuell des “Treaties, Ge, betweon Great Britain and Persia,” by Sir 
Edward Hertslot, CB, imprimé A Londres le 1 Avril, 1891, p. 218, on trouve 
VArrangemont suivant 


“Tos Pnissances (I’Anglotorre ot Ia Russie) ont convenu que de Moubammarah 
jusqu’ Ararat (montagne) une ligne de 700 milles Anglais de longueur, et de 
20) jusqu’h 10 millos Anglais de largonr, était en litige entre les deux Gouvernements 
Ture ot Po tous les termins s¢ trouvant du eété oriental de cette ligne 
nidraiont incontestabl nt hla Perse, et les terrai itudés du ebté occidental 

ne A In Durqui 


Perso, 
Dans l'Article 2 du dit Arrangement se trouve le passage suivant : 


“Le principe du satu quo, qui consiste dans Te maintien tel quel sur les Tewx en 
litige de Iétat des choses existant au moment de In visite et de V'inspeetion faites par 
Jes Commissaires des Quatre Puissances sera strictement respects par les deux Parties 
Contractantes, ainsi que par leurs Agents sur los lieu, ot on se gardera de contrevenir 
Ace principe.” 


Dans l’Articlo 8 les lignes suivantes = 


‘Les terrains on litige continueront A étre placés, jusqu’an moment de la 
AGlimitation définitive, sous Yadministration de VEtat of ils se trouvaient lors de 
Vadoption du principe de statu quo, sans que toutefois cette situation puisse étre 
considérée commie un titre de possession.” 


179 
Et dans I’Article 5 ce qui suit :-— 


“En cas de contestation en pareille matidre, les Agents des deux tats so 
trouvant sur les lieux tficheront avant tout d’aplanir la difficulté & amiable et. d'une 
manitre conforme au prestige et aux droits des deux Parties, ot cela, soit par 
correspondance, soit verbalement ; sils ne parviennent pas toutefois & tomber accord, 
ils rapporteront les faits aux autorités Centrales respectives et en attendront les 
instructions.” 


Maintenant, comme on le yoit, le Gouvernement Tare a violé les termes de trois 
Articles précités; en voici la preuve 


1. Diaprés I'Article 6, en cas de contestations, les Agents des deux Btats devaicnt, 
d'une mani’re conforme au prestige ct aux droits des deux parties, soit par corre- 
spondance, soit verb ‘her d’aplanir les difficultés; et ne parvenaient, 
pas A tomber d’accord, ils devaient rapporter le fait aux autorités Centrales des deux 
Gouvernements et en attendre les instructions; les forces Ottomanes, en violant, les 


preseriptions du dit Article 6 ot sans se soumettre A ves dispositions, ont passé la 
rronti®re. 


disaiont que, comme te Commissaire du Gouyerne. 
ment Persan sopposait 4 co que le Pacha de Ravandous se rondit sur Ie territoire 
Persan, le dit Pacha ne pouvait, nement Persan, dépasser 
Yondroit nommé Kalleb-Chine, « om d'une grande pierre située dans la vallée 
de la chatne de montagnes appel 
Getto note prouve bien que Ia limite A Lahidjan va jusqwau sommevde Kandili et 
que Veaué est situé du ebté oriental de Kandili; or, comme lors de la visite des 
“ommnissaires des Quatre Puissances, 
gement pnéellé (Arties) 
jersan jusqu’d delimitation 


3, Les forces Turques non seulement ont oceupé Veeus et violé le principe du 
wtatu quo, mais encore elles ont dépassé ln ligne en litigo et envahi Passvah ot 
Lahidjan, qui se trouvent sur le e6té oriental de la zone contestée et qui appartionnent 


incontestablement au Gouvernement Persan, En ce faisant, elles ont causé des 
dommages graves au Gouvernement ainsi quiaux habitants de cos contrées, 





(8725) No, 209, 


‘The Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Office —( Receiveil March 12.) 
Sir, 25, Abchurch Lane, H.C, Mareh 10, 1906, 
T HAVE the honour toacknowledge receipt of, and thank you, for your lotter dated 
the 3rd March, the contents of which have been noted by my Directors. 

Lam requested to transmit herewith, for your information, copy of a letter 
addressed by the Chairman of the Bank to His Highness the Persian Minister in London 
on the 7th instant. 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) G. NEWELL, Monager, 


rs 


Tnelosure in No, 209, 
‘The Imperial Bank of Persia to Prince Mirza Mohamed Ali Khan, 


‘Your Highness, 25, Abehurch Lane, E.C., March 7, 1906. 
THAVE, as I have promised, laid the matter of the overdraft due to the ‘Imperial 

Bank before the Board. The Directors do not see any advantage in agreeing to the 

proposal which you have urged on me, viz, that the promissory note should: be 


Teplaced by customs drafts paying the overdraft in instalments over a term of three or 
four years. 
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‘They are unable to accept the personal responsibility of changing an involuntary 
advance (made to the Persian Government in time of difficulty) into a voluntary loan 
spread over several years. 4 : ‘ 

‘The Board aro satisfied with the security of the promissory note endorsed by His 
Imnperial Majesty, and if the Persian Government be not able to meet this obligation 
immediately, they will instruct the Chief Manager to obtain its renewal, to be paid 
srithin their nancial year, namely, the 20th September, 1900, 





ave, de 
(Signed) LEPEL GRIFFIN, Chairman, 
(7668) No. 210. 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Spring-Rice. 
(No, 124.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 18, 1906. 


T HAVE received your despatch No. 141, Confidential, of the 18th ultimo, 
reporting 4 conversation with M, Hartwig, Director of the Asiatic Department in the 
Russian Foreign Offer, on the relations of Great Britain and Russia, in which he 
requested that the terms of the Scistan Water Award, recently delivered by Colonel 
Sir IT, MeMahon, should be oommunicated to the Russian Government, 
Although this Award is a matter solely affecting Great Britain, Persia, and 
‘Afghanistan, and onein which Russia is in nd way concorned, His Majesty's Govern- 
desire to meot in a friendly spirit any wish expressed by the Russian Goyern- 
mont. in regard to P questions. fore authorized to communicate 
unofficially to Count Lamsdorif the text of the Award, herewith annexed,” as well as 
jes of which were handed by Colonel MeMahon to the 
(0 be forwarded to their respective Governments. 
ion to the friendly feclings which 



































who is now in 
i you. Colonel 
statement that he endeavoured to 

ng in his Ietters forwarding it 
ich a supposition, He adds 
1 by him to the Karguzar of Seistan, and the only 
nissiohers was that of whieh a copy is attached to this 






the ter 
to the Porsinn and Afghan Commissioners to justify 
that no map was at any time giv 
inay) communicated to the Ci 


















dospatel 
Ugo yo objection to your polntng aut to Count Lamston as suggested in your 
despatch No, 149 of the 28th ultimo, that the Persian share’ of the water will he 








ealoulated at Bandar-i-Kamal Khan, some 40 miles before the Holmund leaves Afghan 
territory, but you should avoid entering upon any discussion of the terms of th 
Award, which do not concer the Russian Goverment, as it might give rise to 
questions of a complicated and controversial nature, It would be better that you 
ould confine yoursell to expressing surprise that objections should have been raised 
to a settlement so advantageous to Persian interests. 
























Tam, &e. 
(Signed) EDWARD GREY. 





(9247) No. 21, 


Mr, E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 16.) 
(No. 65.) 
(Wologriphic) P, 
FOLLOWING repeated to India and Bushire : 
Bakhtiari Road. 
“Your telogram No, 42 of the 10th March, and my despateh No. 63, 
“No caravans can pass at present, as the road is blocked with suow, T have 
received no reports of robberies of late. 
“L would sugiest that it would he well for the Viee-Consul at Ahwaz.to furnish 
report on tribal affairs, and that, for this purpose, he should proceed at once to 


Tebran, March 16, 1906. 

















* Soe Coufidontial Papar No, 8634. 
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Ram Hormuz in order to put himself into communication with the Chiefs. He might 
travel with the Chiefs and inspect the road when they move to their summer quarters 
about the end of April. The snow should melt shorily, and there ought to be no risk: 
in this plan. 

“The difficulty about guards has, I understand, now been settled.” 





[9419] No, 212. 
Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir Kdward Grey.— (Received March 19.) 
Wo. 45.) 
Sir, Tehran, February 26, 1906, 


SINCE the return of the Shah from Burope in October last, I have repeatedly 
asked tle Mushir-cd-Dovich for a reply to Sir Arthur Hardinge’s note to the Persian 
Government of the 1ith August last (see No. 175, of 1905, to Foreign Office), on tho 
subject of the desired telegraph extension from Nastatabad (Scistan) to Kubi 
‘Malik Siah. 

T inclose such correspondence as has recently taken place with regard to the 
matter. 

Although the Mushir-ed-Dowleh does not mention in the inclosed note what the 
difficulties are which prevent thie Shah froma t complying with the request, of 
His Majesty’s Government, his Excelleney informed me privately that the Russian 
Government are pressing fo be allowed to take over the ‘Tehran-Resht, telegraph 
line, and the Persian Government aro determined fo do what they eam to provent 
this. 

As Thad tle honour to report. in my telegram No. 46, of the 14th instant, his 
Excellency confidentially informed me that if His Majesty's Government renewed 
their demand for the Kuhi Malik Siah extension at a later date the Porsian Govern 
ment would reconsider their present decision, 

I may add that the Mushir-ed-Dowleh states that tlie line to the Russian frontier 
at Badjgiran was granted after mucli pressuro by the Russian Legation, who declirod 
that the Porsian Goverament had allowed the British Government to build the central 
Persian line, and must therefore give Russia n guid pro quo in the north, 

Thaye, &o, 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF 







































Inclosure 1 in No, 212, 
Mr. E, Grant Duff to Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 


(Private and Confidential.) 
Dear Mushie-0d-Dowleh, Tehran, February 10, 1906, 

ABBAS KULI KHAN informs that your Excellency yesterday stated, during 
a conversition he had the honour to have with you, that Tlis Majesty the Shah was 
tinnble, on account of eertain dffulties which fave nrigen, to consent 46 the liking 
up of Nasratabad and Kuhi Malik Siah by a telegraph line, 

T have done my best on various occasions to explain to your Excellency the 
reasons which influence His Majesty's Government in asking the Persian Government 
foallow this extension, and 1 have also informed your Bxcollency that, in view of 
the permission given to thie Russian Government to construct the Kuchan=Badjgiran 
line the refusal of the Persian Government to allow the Kuli Malik Siah extension 
is certain to give offence to His Majesty’s Government, 

T earnestly hope that your Excelléncy will make a further effort to induce Tia 
Majesty the Shah to reconsider his decision, as T ean hanlly believe that Tis Majesty 
ati be fully aware of the impression his refusal cannot fail {o produce on His Majesty’s 
Government, he 

In any case, I have the honour to request that the decision of the Persian 
Government may be conveyed to me in writing, as T must at once inform His 
Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs of the matter by 
telegraph. 


























{1618} BA 
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Tnelosure 2 in No. 212. 
Miushir-ed-Dowleh to Mr. E, Grant Duff 


(Private) February 16, 1906, 

I HAVE received and submitted to the Shah your private note of the 10th 
instant, respecting the telegraph line between Nasratabad and Kuhi Malik Siab, 
Some time ago Sir A, Hardinge, His Britannic Majesty's Minister, made some repre- 
sentations on the subject, and he was informed of the difficulties the Persian Govern- 
ment had in this matter, No doubt you are informed of the fact, and now that you 
have renewed this request T have the honour to state that, in yiew of the difficulties 
the Porsian Government haye along the proposed line, and of which you were 
verbally informed during our interview on Wednesday, the 14th instant, they are 
excused from accepting the proposal 

















[9420) No, 213, 


Mr. B, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received March 19.) 
No, 46.) 


Sir, 





‘Tehran, February 26, 1906. 
IN accordance with the instructions contained in your telegram No, 24 of the 
3nd instant, having failed to obtain the sanction of the Persian Government to the 
Nasratabad-Kuhi Malik Siah telegeaph extension, I agreed to allow the Urmi 
Mollah to retwmn home, provided that no further opposition was offered by the 
Persian Government to the posting of British signallers at Birjand and ‘Turbat-i- 
Midori, on thie Meshed-Seistan telegraph line. 


Thaye the honour to i respondence on the subject with the Mushir-ed- 





















is Hsceller 


formed me yerbally that if the negotiations now in progress for 
tho withdrawal oi 


the Russian signallers proved successful, the Persian Government 
would expect His Majesty's Government to remove any British signallers working on 
Tconfined myself to stating that L would roport what his Excellency had 

ani to reminding him that on the 19th November, 1904, T had, by Lord 
:'s instructions, addressed a note to the Persian Government, stating that, if 
the Russian signallers were allowed on the line, His Majesty's Government would 
domand an equal number of British signallers, I notico that in the Mushir-ed- 
Dowels communication of the 26th February, translation of which is inelosed, no 
on is made of any condi 




























On ob ig the Mushir-cd-Dowleh’s promise with regard to the admission of 
our signallors at Birjand and ‘Durbat, Tat once instructed His Majesty's Acting 





Consul-General at Tabreez that His Majesty's Government withdrew any further 
opposition to the return of the Mollah to Urmi, and requested him to inform the 
alialid in that sense, 





Thave, &¢, 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 





Tnclosure 1 in No. 213, 


Mr, B. Grunt Duff to Mushir-ed-Dowleh. 

January 19, 1906. 
sh signallers destined for 
tan), and are proceeding 








1 HAVE the honour to inform you that the two Bi 
Birjand and Tun aideri have arrived at Nasratabad (S 
to their posts, 

T request your 
the Telograph autho 
telexrapl: offices, 

V applied to the Minister of Telegraphs in th 
but his Hxcellenc 
your authorization, 








Hleney to be so good as to send the necessary instructions to 
at the above-mentioned places to admit the signallers to the 









the above sense on the 23nd ultimo, 
stated that he could not give the necessary permission without 
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Tnclosure 2 in No. 213. 


Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Mr, E. Grant Duff, 


February 16, 1906. 

I HAVE received your note respecting the English telegraph signallers who are 
proceeding to Birjand’ and ‘Durbat-i-Haideri, and at your requesb the Ministry of 
‘Melegraphs has been requested in writing to instruct the Telegraph authorities in the 
above-mentioned places not to prevent the said signallers from entering the telegraph 
offices for the purpose of sending messages of British subjects, 








(9421) No. 214, 
Mr. B, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 19.) 
(No. 47.) 
Sir, Tehran, February 27, 1906, 


ON receipt of your telegram No. 20 of the 80th ultimo, I’ verbally informed the 
Mushir-ed-Dowleh that, unless the Persian Government could see their way to hold the 
inquiry at Urmi into the Labaree murder at an early date, I intondeil to instruct 
Mr. Wratislaw fo return to Tabreez. His Excellency earnestly begged me to. wait a 
short time longer, and in order not to give the Persian Government the slightest 
excuse for evading their obligations, I consented to delay telegraphing to Mr, Wratislaw. 
for another week, At the end of that time the Mushir-ed-Dowleh definitely informed 
me that nothing could at present be done to force the Kurds to appear at the inquiry, 
and Linstructed Mr. Wratislaw on the 9th instant to return to Tabreez, 

As I had the honour to report in my tclegram No, 45 of the 18th instant, the 
United States’ Minister informed me that the Persian Government: had instructed their 
Representative at. Washington to ask for a further delay of ten months before the 
murderers are punished, Mr, Pearson requested my opinion rogarding this proposal, 
Trroplied that I thought the case would in all probability be in the same unsatisfactory. 
position at the end of the specified time, and recommended that if the United States? 
Government consented to wait, very stringent conditions should be made, 

T have the honour to inelose Mr. Pearson's telegram to the State Department, 

Phe very unsatisfactory termination of this phase of the case is, in my opinion, 
greatly due to Mr. Pearson's total incapacity to, understand the Persian character or the 
ways of this Government, I think it unlikely that the murderers will ever be brought, 
to justice unless the United States’ Government have recourse to threats, without whi 
they would never even have obtained the compensation paid to Mr, Labaree's wi 
lecember 1904. 

Ltransmit herewith further correspondence regarding the ease, and await your 
instructions as to what further steps, if any, I am to take regarding the attuck on 
Captain Gough, 

































T have, &e, 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUI 








Tnclosure 1 in No, 214. 


Consul-General Wratistaw to Mr, B Grant Duff, 
(No. 1.) 
‘Sir, Urmi, January 20, 1906, 

WITH reference to my telegrams Nos. 1, 6, and 6, [ have the honour to report that 
Tmam Kuli Mirza seems to have made up his mind that he is to leave Urmi for Ardebil, 
and lie has even sent off some came! Toads of luggage in advance to his country se. 
near Maragha. He is very averse to tho transfer, becarise: he cannot take his anderun 
with him to Ardebil, and for other personal reasons hie much prefers Urimi but the neiv 
appointment does not seem in any way a disgrace. Ardebil is a Inerative and important, 
post where, since the bexinning of the existing anarchy in the Caucasus and the 
consequent impotence of the authorities on the other side of the Russian frontier, the 
powerful Shaseven tribe has been causing considerable anxiety,and a strong and capable 
Goveruor is urgently needed. 

Some weoks ago the Valiahd proposed to send a creature of his ow ail-Mull, 
as Governor of Urmi, but his suggestion was overruled, and a protégé of Mushir-ed. 
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Dovleh’s is, according to Tmam Kuli Mirza, already on his way from Tehran to take over 
the post. 

Fi'he preparations for a punitive expedition against the Begzadé are at present 
Jimited to the retention at Urmi of half the Khoi regiment, the remainder having 
gone on to Ushnu, and a warning given to certain at present loyal Kurdish tribes 
fo bold themselves in readiness, ‘The Governor was certainly very keen a short 
time back on himself leading an expedition, and he showed me a rather vague letter from 
the Valiahd authorizing him to use foree, should he despair of bringing the accused men 
in by pencofil means, He is now yery despondent, and tells me that his influence has 
disappeared once it has become known that he is to leave the district, 

‘here seems some mystery attached to the Mission to Sheikh Sadek, which T 
eported in my telegram "No. 5. ‘The explanation given to me yesterday by the 
Governor and Bhzaz-es-Sultan that a remonstrance is heing addressed to the Sheikh on 
account of the support he is giving to the Begaadé, is hardly adequate. 
information. is correct, the Sheikh has refused to receive them; aud, further, 

‘snred me daring the same interview, that they had no hope whatever of inducing the 
‘faccused men to surrender, there seems little use in sending a man on so, difficult and 
dangerous a journey merely to receive a denial which the Sheikh is sure to give, whatever 

is conditet tnay really have heen, [ rather suspect that, on the contrary, the Valiabil 
hes the Sheikh to offer the accused an asylum, and thus to shelter himself behind the 
Jhieh makes the undertaking of the Persi 































Highness to purse, Both the G 
at they were concealing something. 

Uniler the circumstances, [trust that you will not consider me unduly impa 
making the sugges ined int my te No. 5 that te United States’ Minister 
might he gonded 
be det 
ere, 
efficacious ineasures in order to provide me with sor 
that he should agroe to my rosnining my normal fi 
Tabreez. 


















tions as British Cousul-General at 


Lam, &, 
(Signed) 


Tnelosure 2 in No. 214. 





©. WRATISLAW, 





Mr, Pearson to Mr. Root. 


sath) 
TELEGRAM received, ‘The Shall, through Persian Minister for 
ives eimphatic assurance accomplices shal) be punished before next January, 
‘After full conference with, me, British Minister has withdrawn British Consul. 
Goneral from Unni, We anticipite no disorder. We adhere to belief that Kurds will 
iol he recaptured execpt hy fore 
Hive sent full transcript correspondence Uirouzliout the negoti 
fystructions 






February 15, 190 















ms. Await 





Inclosure 8 in No. 214, 


Consitl-General Wratistaw to Mr. E, Grant Duff. 

(No, 2.) 

Sir, Urmi, February 1, 1906. 
WUPH reference to my despateh No. 1 of the 20th ultimo, I have the honour to 

report that the messenger sent to Sheikh Sadek has returned. The Governor informs 

me that he simply brought hack a denial from the Sheikh that he had in any way 

siipported the Begzadé in their refusal to obey the orders of the Persian Government, 
On the other hand, Christians from Dasht report that the Sheikh has invited the 

sevused Kurds to take refuge with him; but that they are reluctant to accopt, fearing 

treachery, 





T have, &e. 
‘A. C, WRATISLAW. 
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(9422) No. 215. 


Mr, E. Grant Duff to Sir Kaward Grey.—(Reveived March 19.) 

(Ro. 48.) 
Sir, ‘Tehran, February 27, 1906. 

WITH reference to your telegram No. 38 of the 20th instant, I have the honour 
to inclose a copy of a note to the Grand Virier regarding his application for the loan 
of 150,0001,, offered by His Majesty's Government in July 1905, under certain condi- 
tions, to the Persian Government. 

Thave, &o. 


(Signed) | EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


Tnclosure in No, 216. 
Mr. B, Grant Duff to the Grand Visier. 
ON the 18th instant M. Wibier, of the Imperial Customs Department, came to 


see me, and informed me, on belalf of your Highness, that you were prepared to aecept 
the 150,001. offered to the Persian Government in July 1905, under certain condi- 


February 21, 1906. 





(9424) No. 216, 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 19.) 
(No. 50.) 
‘ir, Tehran, February 27, 1906. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a despatch from His, Majesty’ 
Consul-General at Tabreez, regarding the removal of the flagstaff on the Persian 
Custom-house in the Mergarvar district by a body of Turkish soldiers. 

Thave, &c. 
(Signed) "EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


Tnclosure in No, 211 


Mr. Wratislaw to Mr. B, Grant Duff. 


Wo. 3.) 
ir, 
WITH referenoe to my. despatch No, 52 of the 9th December, 1905, L have the 


Uri, February 4, 1906, 


hhonour to report that a week ago ten Turkish Zaptiehs, or ten men in the uniform of 
Zaptichs, with a lieutenant, came over the frontier to the Persian Custon-house which 
wras established eight mouths ago in the district of M r, and removed the flag- 
staff from the building, ‘The olicial in charge of the station was in Urni at the time, 
heing medically treated for frostbite, and the only occupant was a solitary guard. 

‘After destroying the flagstaff the Turks retired. According to a report, received 
by the Acting Director of Customs here from Beder Khau Beg, a Beazadé Chief, this 
rotreat was ovving to his representations and threats, but the Acting Director soems_ to 
Goubt the truth of the statement, It is quite possible that the Zaptiehs in question 
‘were sitaply men of Sheikh Sadek in borrowed or stolen uniforms, 

Some anxiety provails in this district regarding the intentions of the ‘Turkish 
authorities, which reports from the other side of the frontier assert to be aggressive. * 
‘The Acting Customs Director tells me that the occupants of the Persian Custom-house 
in Barandoz, a district to the north of Mergarvar, have been informed that they will be 
ejected in the spring, 

Thave, &, 
(Signed) ‘A. ©, WRATISLAW 





161s] 3B 




















_ 19425) No, 217. 


Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 19.) 
(fo 51) 
ir, Tehran, February 27, 1906. 


WITH reference to your telegram No. 28 of the 9th instant, T have the honour 
to forward herewith a copy of the note which T addressed to the Mushired-Dowleb, 
regarding the claim of the Persian Government to the sovereignty of Babrein. 

‘Nhe delay which occurred in carrying out your instructions was owing to the fact 
that: the Mushir-ed-Dowleh’s telegram to the Persian community at Bahrein was not 
in the archives of His Majesty's Legation, and had to be obtained from Bushire. 

Thave, &c. 
(Signed) ‘EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 





Inclosure in No. 217. 


Mr. E, Grant Duff to Mushir-ed-Dowleh. 


February 19, 1906. 
1 LOS! no tim in bringing tothe notien of His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of 
State for Forvign Affairs the purport of your Excellency’snote of the 9th January last, 
rogarding the claims of the Persian Gove reignty over Bahrein. 
T have. the lionour to inform you that I have received instructions from 
Sir H, Groy to reply to your Eixcelleney’s communication in the following term: 


The P ies of 1809, 1514, and 1857 on the subject have always beer 
serupulously observed by lis Majesty's Govemnment, but have 0 bearing en tho 
present question, Tis: Majesty’s Government have never admitted the ownership or 

iguty of Versia over Bilvrein, and such a claim is, in their view, entirely 
sible, His: Majesty's Go nt consider the Island of Babrein and its 
inhubitants to be under British protection, and must decline to entertain any further 
representations on the subject. Tam lurther to mention that this reply has invariably 
ecu mado {6 the Ottoman Government, who have on several occasions advanced a 
claim to Babrein, 








































fey instructs me to remind your Excellency of the action taken by the 

ih authorities in November 1904 for the protection ‘of Persian traders at Balirein, 

saul 9 ‘on that oceasion to the Persian community, of which 
ie followi 














ders of the Ligh Government living in Bahrein. Your 
quilts which have been made upon you by the Arab 
ul. Certainly let your minds be at rest. 
fon have taken place on this subject, and it 
tliat tlie oppression will be removed and that 
‘sive tliedr proper punishment.” 















ti conelusion, 1 
nou must maint 


1c {he honour to inform your Excellency that His Majesty's 
in ticie right to, use their good offices on bebalf of Babireinese 


Gov 


in ersins 








(9426) No, 218, 


ot) Mr. E, Grant Du to Sir Edward Grey—(Received March 19.) 
Sin Tehran, February 27, 1916, 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 59 of the 24th instant, T have the honour 
to forivard lioxowith copy of a despatch from His Majesty’s Consul in Seistan, regarding 
the procvedingss of th Sauitary Council of Seistan, 

Krom the inclosure: to in Macphierson’s despatch it would appear certain 
that tle Russian Consulate in S are trying to use the plague epidemic to obtain 
political advantages. In these circumstances T ventured in my telegram No. 56 to 
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suggest;the possibility of asking the Russian Govermnent to instruct their officials 
at Nasretabad, to modify their attitude at least during the continuance of the 
epidemic. Failing this I am disposed to concur in the view taken by the Govern- 
ment of India, that an attempt should be made to induce, the Persian Government 
to abolish the Sanitary Council, and to confer full powers on the Direotor of Customs, 
and the Itisham-ul-Vazareb, the Frontier Officer of the Province, with liberty to 
consult the British and Russian doctors on purely modlical questions. 

Tt is, however, by no means unlikely that the Persian Government would view 
any such proposal emanating from us with suspicion, and the Imperial, Sanitary 
Council sitting there might object to the abolition of the Seistan Gounci, and 60 
advise the Grand Vizier. 

Thave, &. 


(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 218. 
Consul Macpherson to Mr. B. Grant Duff 


(No. 8. Confidential.) 
Sir, Seistan, January 27, 1906, 
T HAVE the honour to forward, for your information, copy of letter No, 41.0 of 
tosday's dato, inclosing a note on the proceedings of the Sanitary Council of Seistan, 
which I have addressed to the Goyernment of India. 
Copies of this letter and inclosure have been forwarded to the Agent to the 
Governor-General in Baluchistan, His Majesty's Consul-General for Khorassan, and 


Thaye, &e, 
(Signed) A. D, MACPHERSON. 











His Majesty's Consul at Turbat-i-Haidri, 






{nclosure 2 in No, 218, 





Consul Macpherson to Government of India. 
(Confidential.) 
Sir, Seistan, January 27, 1906, 
T HAVE the honour to forward, for your information, a note on the meeting of 
the 24th instant, of the Sanitary Council of Seistan, as it now styles itself, 

®, Thave considered it advisable to report very fully on this meeting in order 
to make clear the manner in which the Russian Consulate is attempting to profit by 
the outbreak of plague, and the fact of their having the only European doctor in 
Scistan, Another instance of this tendency is described in my note for the 21st 
‘tant, forwarded to you under cover of my letter No, 20 of the 23rd January, 

3. This letter should reich Caloutia and ‘Tehran, a sufficient number of days 
before the arrival in Seistan of the British doctor, who is being sent up by the 
Government of India, to admit of an exchange of views by telegraph botween the 
Government of India’ and His Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at ‘Teliran, as to the line 
of action to bo.adopted on his arriy plegin 

£. Lywould propose the following two alternatives for the consideration of the 
Government of India. 

Tn the event of Russian intrigue failing to develop to an extent materially 
injurious fo our interests, [ ywould suggest that the Persian Government bo advised 
that the Government of Tndia, haying full confidence in the ability of M. Molitor, 
anu the tishaml-Nazar—wrho aro working, in perfect harmony-—to carry out al 
Mheasures necessary to insure the stamping out of tho disease, and provent its spread 
to British Baluchistan and other provinces of Persia, propose that the Sanitary Council 
be dissolved, and that full powers be conferred on M. Molitor and tho Tisham-ul- 
Navara, with liberty to consult the British and Russian doctors on purely medieal 
‘questions, whenever they may consider it ble. rf 

Linay mention here that the Persian Government is sending down two Persian 
doctors for service on the Sanitary Council 

“As the putting into foree of the above proposals could be made by the Russians 
to appear as if Captain Keyes liad been removed from the Sanitary Council, it would 
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be advisable that the purely consultative nature of the doctors’ functions should be 
very clearly laid down in the orders dissolving it, so that there may remain no doubt 
as to the orders being in the spirit of the proposal made at the meeting of the 24th 
by Captain Keyes, of which a full translation is given in the text. 

In the event of Russian intrigue becoming so flagrant as to demand more 
pronounced action on our part, it would appear advisable to demand the removal of 
Dr, Zaplotynski from the Sanitary Council onthe grounds of his persistent efforts to 
gain political advantage from his position, and the burden imposed thereby on the 
already over-worked executive staff of the Council. 

‘The action of the Russian Government in connection with the Turbat-i-Haidri 
cordon would appear to justify our taking this step if it unfortunately becomes 
necessary to safeguard our interests. 

Thave, &o. 
(Signed) "A. D. MACPHERSON, Captain, 
His Britannic Majesty’s Consul for Seistan and Kain, 











Tnclosure 8 in No, 218, 


Meeting of the Sanitary Council of Seistan on January 24, 1906, 








i xed for the commencement of this meeting. 
Dr, Zaplotynski 9°30, the Ttisham-ul-Nazara and the Sifwat-us-Sultana 
at 10°15; the Mustofi, having been sent for, arrived at 10°45, 
Reports, ho Minutes of the Inst mecting having heen read, all the Reports 
ed in the meantime were laid before the meeting. ‘The substance of these is as 















1. No eases of plague have heen reported from any new village, 
2, No. villagos outside the Sh 





b-i-Ab cordon are infected, with the exception 

re pa i rhich, being near the city, is very carofully watched, and the Ark (vide 
st note), 

y. tho I 

iors) have 





\lman of tho Sayyais reports that no encampments of “ gaodars” 

nt attacked, and that the gnodars themselves have instituted their 
jordons agninst the encampments of Sayyads. 

4. Ina “khat” hobind Deli Hussein Saba six or seven are dying every day. 

5. Kiftoon villages and eneampments round Kachian were foind to be free of 

plague by Hospital Assistant Sheikh Abmed. 

6. In Testis Kliani, an encampment of 400 souls on the shores of the 

Saiaris Shoikh Aly en people liad died of plague about a 

go. ‘he people, without instructions, threw their huts into the Hamun 

As the two first to be seized in this village 

aftor veturning from a funeral, the Sayyads 






















sted the disease immediate) 
mnined. to attend no moro funerals. 


hg ttt RieSayyrdan five eases, originally concealed, were discovered hy Sheikh 
himed, b 


8. Sheikh 
way, 6 th 








Alimed roports that somo of the encampments were in a very bad 
hich is being sent out by M, Molitor has not arrived, and the 











fishcon whieh they I ying at the bottom of the water on aecount of 
tho cold. 
9, Ibwvas esti 


. yamong the Sayyads, 
scree ean a ry among the Sayyads, who number 


«Russian Jealousy. —'The Ttisham-nl-Nazara, M. Molitor, and the Sifwat-us- 
Sultana expressed their gratitude to Sheikh Ahmed for his excellent reports. It is 
interesting to note in this connection that Dr. Zaplotynski had previously protested to 
M, Molitor against Sheikh Ahmed's being sent out without the Council's being con- 
sulted. -M. Molitor replied that he had not asked the approval of the Council before 
Dr. Zaplotynski to examine a case at Deh Saftar. On this occasion 

1 ki, who was attending an urgent case amongst the Russian subjects, 
instead of informing M. Molitor that he could not go to the village, so that the lutter 

uli havo asked the Sheikh to examine the case for him, sent his dresser 

raphic Instructions from ‘Tehran.—M. Molitor then read a telegram from the 
Adininistrator-Goneral redtuet fon at Sandan to fie days, and 





























the period of datentio 
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informing him that the Government had decided that the subscription which it was 
Proposed to institute was unnecessary. 5 

Proposal to linit Meetings. —Capiain Kayes then laid the following, in French and 
Persian, before the meeting — 


“Tt seems that the consultative nature of this Committee has been to @ certain. 
extent lost sight of, and its lengthy sittings have become rather a bunden than an aid 
to the Ttisham-ul-Nazara, M. Molitor, and their assistants, who are so capably carrying 
out the duty which has been confided in them by the Persian Government, | ‘To 
Gbriate as much as posible this undesirable resulfi I would propose that the Com- 
fnittee only meet once a week, and that those members who wish to submit a 
proposition cireulato it, if possible, the day before a meeting, in French and Persian, 
Through the good offices of M. Molitor. ‘To avoid delays at the beginning of the 
sittings, I propose that members send their watches, the day of meeting, to. be 
regulated by M, Molitor's watch.” 


AL. Molitor, before the meeting, had Heartily approved of this Resolution, and 
on its heing read out the Itisham-ul-Nazara also approved. Dr, Zaplotynski protested 
Yehemently, and it was finally decided to cut the meetings down to one hour and 
a-half, and meet only twice a-weok. 

Tie above Resolution seemed necessary for the following reasons: the meetings 
liave always taken from four to five hours, and as the preparation of the proceedings 
take M. Molitor and his sole remaining mirza, who bas also to do all the Customs 

come hours more, the real duties of the executive officials, such as the 
rationing of isolated villa ving roport, and asnng instructions, ss eon 
Siderably. ‘The benefits to be placed on the other side of the account, are hardly 
commensurate; they consist of the interminable discourses of Dr, Zaplotynski, who 
from the first has shown himself nervous and impracticable, and to this now adds 
persistent offorts to gain politieal advantage from his position, 

ortunately, this Consulate is on excellent torms with M. Molitor, whi lias shown 
himself throughout most tactful and impartial, and has now telegraphed to Tehran 
protesting against the manner in which Dr. Zaplotynski, introduces politics into the 
Tuatior in order to draw attention on hinself and get into the Russian Consular service, 
for which, as he confided in M, Molitor, he is studying, 

Tnstances of Russian Intrigue, wo characteristic instances of this propensity of 
Dr. Zaplotynski’s ocourred during to-day's meeting, 

MM. Molitor read a rather loosely-worded telegram from the Director-General of 
Posts in Meshd, ontring him to send the post to Mashed! only onee a-weok dug 
the prevalence of plag select a route avoiding the infected area, ‘The Director 
General called the postal line “ the Kob-i-malik Siah—Nasratabad Turbat, post," and 
Dr. Zaplotynski, taking advantage of this slip, demanded that this treatment: should 
also be applied tothe Indian post from KolviMalik ish to the although it does 
not pass tlirough the infected area, and that the ease of the Consular post, which 
follows the same route, should also be considered. 

On AML. Molitor’s declining to do either, Dr. Zeplotynski said that he would bring 
the matter up at the next meeting. 

‘The second instance was as follow: 


Dr. Zaplotynski offered the services of his “ feldslicr’ (dresser), who, he says, has. 
a diploma for the quarantine at Lab-i-Baring, and stated that if Abbas Ali's services 
were accepted for the post at Sandan, he (Abbas Ali) should be transferred to Lab: 
Haring, asthe loss portant ples, on ‘the arrival of « Russian doctor from ‘Turbat-i- 
Haidari, i 
M_ Molitor replied that he thought one station to the north of the Hamun was 
sufficient, when the Sifwat-usSultana, who had obviously beon put up to it, appealed 
to the Itishom to give his opinion whether the Resolution passed at, the first general 
Conference could be altered iu which it lind heen decided (as they said) that a Russian 
doctor should go to Sandan and a British doctor to Lab-i-Baring. ‘The Itisham said 
that it certainly could not be altered; but on their being reminded that Captain 
Macpherson’s stiggestion to take the mollabs into our confidence hiad been accepted by 
the general meeting and cancelled by the Sub-Committee, and that, although the 
general meeting had originally adopted a unanimous Resolution to telegraph to 
Tehran that, in their opinion, quarantine against British Baluchistan was unnecessary, 
Dr. Zaplotynski had subsequently re-raised the question, the matter was dropped. 
(Signed) A, D. MACPHTERSON, Capt 
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[9427] No. 219. 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey —(Received March 19.) 





No, 53.) 
ir 





5 Tehran, February 27, 1906. 
{ HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a Report on events in Persia in 1905. 
‘hose portions dealing with “concessions” and “roads” have jbeen drawn up 

by Lieutenant-Colonel Douglas, Military Attaché to this Legation, while the remainder 

of the Roport is the work of Mr, Kidston. 











T have, &e. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 





Inelosure in No. 219. 


Report on the Events in Persia in 1905, 





‘NHE principal Departments of the Persian Government were under the 
following Ministers — 


Pr 





dont, of the Council of 
Ministers. . 3 ++ Ain-ed-Dowleh. 








(Lis Highness, who wos last year raised to the rank of Sadr Azam, was, on the 
roturn of the Shah from Europe, promoted to that of Atahey-i-Azam, the highest title 
in the Shal’s gift.) 








ux of Foreign Affairs ., Mushir-ed-Dowleb, 
Minister of War”. 1 Sipat Salar, 


(iho Sipah Salar died in January 1905, and no successor has been appoi 
the command of the forces being partitioned out to various Generals, while the 
Grand cops the central control in, hig own hands, ‘The Naib-os-Sultaneh, the 
Shah's brother, was appointed Minister of War, February 19 





ed, 











Minister of Customs, + M. Naw 
Minister of Posts ++ M. Nau: 











Minister of ‘Celegraphs +» Mukhher-ed-Dowleb. 
Minister of Commerce +. Sand-ed-Dovwleb, 
Minister of Justice Nizam-ul-Mulk, 
Minister of Publi Mohandes-ul- Mamatek, 





Minister of the Court ++ Amir Bahadur Jang. 





‘The principal Governorships were held by the following person 





Avorbaijan .. br ++ His Imporial Highness the Valiahd, 
(the Nizam-es-Sultaneh acted os Governor during the Prines's Regency at 
‘ehran.) 
Khorasan. Asafsud-Dowleh, 





lis Imperial Highness Shos-es-Sultaneb. 








aan se és 1) His Imperial Highness Zil-es-Sultan, 
Kerman. t UL Rukh-ed-Dowleh, and afterwards Zaf-es- 
Sultaneh. 
Yeal or Moayyed-ed-Dowleh, 
uristan and Kermanshah Firman Firma, 





Wohran es ‘The Grant Vizier, and afterwards Als-ed- 
Dowleh. 
Kurdistan .. i ++ Salar-edl-Dowleh. 


Ghilan 38 s+ Anad-es-Sultan, 
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Persia in 1905. 


‘The two chief governing factors of the political life of Persia in 1905 have 
been the effect produced by recent events in Russia and the emptiness of the 
‘Treasury. 

The victories of Japan and the subsequent revolutionary troubles in Russia have 
not only put the entire Persian question on a totally different footing, but have 
raised new social, political, and religious questions in the country itself, ‘The Persians 
are showing a new restlessness, a new impatience of the bad Government which 
they formerly seemed to accept so philosophically, anda general resentment of the 
present state of things, which, although still tentative, and only groping for 
expression in futile and often childish ways, may be traced all over the country 
fan in every department of public life. (See under * Disturbances in Persia.”) 

The general upset in Russia has had greater material effect upon this country 
than perhaps on any other, ‘The whole trade of North Persia has been dislocated and 
thrown into confusion, ‘Transport, when not altogethor interrupted, has been 
uncertain and risky ; the usual markets for Persian goods have either been altogether 
cut off, or have been so shaky as to be hardly worth cultivating. The import trade, 
‘on which North Persia practically clothes itself, and depends for all except the 
absolute necessaries of life, bas been destroyed by the failure of Russian firms or 
the shutting down of factories. 

This probable that the full effect of the commercial confusion existing in Russia 
has not yet been felt: here, for the store of goods imported and held in reserve has not 
yot been exhausted, but prices of many commodities, notably sugar, ate rising rapidly, 
‘nd the outlook is not encouragin; 

‘The vietories of the Japanese have undoubtedly diminished the prestige of all 
Europeans among the Persians, who only know that the Japanese are fellow- Orientals, 
ju are quite ignorant of the immense ‘gulf separating the national characters of the 
two peoples. 

‘The mass: 



























of Moslems by Armenians at Raku and elsewhere in the Caucasus 
xxiety to the Persian Government during the summer. Tt was feared 
that the influx of Moslem refugees would rouse the fanatienl spirit of tho people in 

ind load to a goneral anti-Christian movement. With 
-xception of some unrest at Tabrece and Meshed, these fears haye happily, not so far 
been fulfilled. 

‘The risk of disturbances in North Porsia is largely increased by the collapse of 

Knowledge that any serious outbreak would instantly be followed by a 

tion acted as a wholesome check on turbulent spirits, 
point of view of the Persian Government, perhaps the most: serious 
situation brought about by Russia's difficulties is that it has upsot the 
of the machinery which the Shah has for so long been aceustomed to set 
motion when in need of supplies. The persistont loan negotiations of the year are 
eloquent testimony of this, (See under “ Persian Loan Negotiations.” 

iy protentions of the Persian Goyernmont, however, have’ not abated in 
proportion as their difficulties have inereased, and’ the patience of those foreign 
‘epresentatives who ave had business relations with them in 1905 has been so tried 
by their obstructive methods that the necessity for some form of joint action hns been 
freely discussed. 

Russia has been shown the difference that the events of the last two years have 
made in her position by the refusal of the Persian Government to pay any eompen- 
sition for the damage done to her subjects in the riots of Moharrem at Meshed, by the 
destruction by a mob of the new Russian Bank building in the ‘Tehran bazaar, and by 
‘an independent tone in correspondence with the Legation which the Persian Foreign 
Office would scarcely have ventured to adopt a fow years ago. (Seo Sir A, Hardinge’s 
despatch No. 165, Confidential, of the 20th July, 1905.) 

‘Whe Turks, besides the frontier dispute at Vaznch, which at one time threatened 
to result in an armed conflict, and is still by no means destitute of danger, have a 
long list of outstanding claims, and the Embassy complain bitterly that they can do 
nothing owing to the inadequate support which they receive from the Porte, 

The French are equally discontented, and their Representative has exchanged 
some sharply-worded correspondence with the Mushir-ed-Dowleb, and on more than 
‘one occasion threatened direct application to the Shah, 



























































































































































We 


usted by the bad faith and obstruction shown them in the 
(See under “ Attacks on Foreigners.”) 


‘The Americans ave d 
matter of the Urmi murde 
Tn 















ig any forces in 






the world, ‘The pecul 
from the fact that, on hi 


forced to make an official appearance. 

The Court party. say. openly that Japan has shown the Westom world what 
Orientals can do, and the vietories of the Japanese have undoubtedly raised in Persian 
minds a quite exaggerated idea of their own capabilities 

Tu May the Shak set out for Europe with the Grand Vizier, and the Valiahd was 

Regent at Tehran, ‘The latter, during his tenure of office, was assiduously: 
ted by the Russia They advanced a small loan to him without, political 

(Sco mndor * Persian Loan Negotiations”), and in 8 ee the Czar made 
hima Knightof St, Andrey, Tn return for these blandishments he showed them favour 
in several sinnll_matt his Regeney was not marked by any startling novelty, 
‘and lie was probably vory little power oF was too prudent to use it, for all 
questions of any ithportance ari during his Regeacy were either referred to the 
Hrand Vizior in’ Europe or shelved till the Shah's retin > ‘ 

"The only wctivity displayed by the Persian Government in 1905 lias been in 
their constant attempts to raise a loan, (See under “ Persian Loan Nogotiations,”) 

Nothing has been done to improve the ition of the country or to quiet the 
disturbed roiions, and the influence of the revolutionary movement in Russia can be 
distinetly (raced! in such outbreaks as have oceurred in Tobran and at Shiraz, (Se 
under Disturbances in Porsin.”) 














































‘A sumimary of the principal events which haye come under the notice of His 
Majesty's Legation in 1905 will be found in the following page: 











‘hoy aro arranged, for convenience sake, under the following headings :— 


1, 





‘cements between His Majesty's Government and the Persian Govern: 
mont and Arbitration Awards. 





TL, Customs and Posts. 
ILL. Persian Loan Negotiations. 
TY. elegraphs, 
Y, Attacks on Boreigners, 
Vi. Dist 
VII. C 
VIIT, Roads, 
IX. Miscellaneous. 
X, Rumours of 1908. 
XT. Russian activity in Persia in 1905. 


XI, Government of India's complaint as to “ unfriendly acts” on the part of 
tho Persian Government. 








neos in Persia. 
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“AGREEMENTS BETWEEN His Masesry's GovERNMENT AND PERSIAN GoyeRNMENT 
‘D ARBITRATION AWARDS, 





(a) Perso-Beluch Frontier or Mirjawar Agreement, 
(B)) Henjam-Bunder Abbas Telegraph Extension Agreement, 
(CJ Seistan Water Award. 


(A) Perso-Beluch Frontier or Mirjawar Agreement. 


In 1902 the Persians established a custom-house at Mirjawar, @ place which was 
alleged to be on the British side of the frontier, as laid down by the Toldich Agree- 
ment, but it was found, on examination, that our claim was doubtful, and that any 
hard and fast delimitation of the frontier in accordance with the Holdich Agreement 
would raise awkward questions as to the ownership of other points actually held by us. 
Sir A. Hanlinge was accordingly authorized to give up our claim to Mirjawar in 
consideration of certain concessions on the part of Persia, 

By the Agreement, signed on the 18th May, 1905, the British claim to Mirjawar 
is witlidrawn, but permission is given to the British outpost at Padaha to draw its 
water from that place. ‘The further examination of the frontier line in this district 
bya Special Commission is abandoned, and the frontior is declared to be definitely 
séttled in accordance with the Holdich Agreement of 1896, no further claim to be 
made in respect of i 

The Persian Government so far relax the embargo on grain ax to allow the 
inhabitants of certain frontier villages to export supplies to a specified amount for the 
British frontier station at Robat and for the Nushki route, 







































(B) Henjam-Bunder Abbas Telegraph Extension Agreement. 





‘This Agreement was signed on the 18th May, 1905. By its provisions Ili 
Majesty’s Government authorize the Indo-Buropcan ‘telegraph Department to prov 
dee ongineata anilraatorals for the construction of thelline on bohalt of tho Pra 
Government, at a cost not exceeding 75,000 rupees, ‘Tho line to. pass across. the 
Island of Kishi and, as soon as paid for, to be handed over fo the Persian 
of Tolegraphs. 

Provision is made for a Persian office at Henjam (x point on which the Shab 
insisted) for the appointment of Persian telegraphists there, and for the passage of all 
messazes for abroad from Bunder Abbas through this Persian office, 

The Persian Goyernment undertake uot to employ foreign subjects in the working 
of the line, but with the reservation that this shall not preclude them from employing, 
for its repair and maintenance, foreigners inthe service of the Indo-European 
Telegraph Department, nor from allowing a British signaller to he stationed at Bander 
Abbas to deal with State messages to and from the Consulate, should Mis Majesty's 
Government desire it. 

‘The laying of the line was completed in October, and in January 1906 the Persian 
Government requested that they might be furnished with the account, which they 
stated tliat they were prepared to settle. 

Meanwhile there are disputes at Doth ends of the line as to the receiving offices, 
‘At Bunder Abbas the Persian Government, though constantly urged to do so, have 
‘0 far failed to take any steps for the construction of a telegraph office, ant have. by 
4 show of force resistel the temporary lodging of the cable end in tho ground selected 
for the future British Consulate. 

‘At Henjam the question of the site of the Persian office is complicated by the 
view taken by the Persian Government as to the ownership of the ground on which 
the already existing British offieo is built. (See under *“Customs.”) 









































(@.) Seistan Water Aueard, 





Colonel MeMahon delivered his Award on the Setstan water question in April. 
Whe preamble, after a brief historical summary of the events necessitating 
ion, and as assurance that the present Award is based on Sir B, Gol 
and is merely intended to adapt to altered circumstances the principle 
ob 

































































Jaid down in that Award, that Persia has a right to a requisite supply of water for 
irrigation, declares that, after exhaustive inquiries, it has been ascertained that one-third 
of the water of the Helmund reaching Seistan at Bandar-i-Kamal will amply suffice 
for the proper i n of all existing cultivation in Persian Seistan. 

‘The Award itself permits the construction of new canals on either side, provided 
the supply of water requisite for irrigation is not thereby diminished; defines the 
amount of this supply due to Persia as one-third of the volume of the Helmund at 
the point where it enters Scistan ; and provides that a British irrigation officer be 
permanently attached to His Majesty’s Consulate in Seistan to act as Arbitrator in 
water disputes, and generally supervise the arrangement of matters in connection with 
tho Awarl, Provision is made to insure that the principle of the Award should not 
be transgressed in the event. of its being found necessary to move either the Band-i- 
Kohak or the Shahgul Band, and it is declared that Persin shall not be at liberty to 
alienate the water rights acquired under the Award to any other Power without the 
consent of Afghanistan, 

The Amecr of Afghanistan expressed. satisfaction 
oxplanations as to the appointment of a Bri 
unnevossary. 

‘The Shab, on the other hand, telegraphed from Europe that he would not accept 
the Award, alloging that the people of Seistan were discontented with the share of 
water allotted to thom: a 

‘This refusal of the Persian Government to accept the result of the arbitration 
‘which they themselves invited is doubtless largely due to the vigorous intrigues which 
the Russians have ceasclessly carried on against Colonel MeMalhion’s Mission and the 
whol i lo of British ‘arbitration in t Persie. Besides lying report 
spread locally among an ignorant and suspicious population as to the ulterior motives 
of the Mission, attempts to organize local anti-British disturbances, and a vigorous 
anpalgn inthe native press by Russian officials, the Russian Minister evon went 30 
far as to suldress the Valiahd’ on the subject, Avant defrauded 

of hor just rights, that it would drive Persian subjects to ¢ to 
pistan, that the Irrigation Officer would mei act nd undermine 
Persian authority, and that the Yamin-i-Nizam, the Persian Commissioner, had sold 
his country for English gold, 

Noi content with rofusing to aevept the Award, the Persians entered into direct 

ion with the Afghans, informed them that the Award was inoperative, 
refused to accopt it, and that the water question roverted to the 
Habis jud ante uguler the. provisions of tlie original Goldsanid A ings und 
instructions from THis Majesty's Government, Mr. Grant Duff addressed a strong note 
fo the Persian Government, stating that we could not allow one of the parties to 
notify to the otf pointing out that the proper 
aurse was to lode nn appeal. throu iy"s Lotation, that such an apy 
ould ty 'y attention, but that if it were hot presented within 1 reaso 
porind Hix Majesty’s Government would consider the Award as final, and take 
nuoasures to render it operitive. his note was sent in on the 2nd December, but so 
far @23ed February, 1906) no reply had heen received to it. 

Tho Vorsian Government his sent the Itisham-ul-Vazarehi as special Commis- 
sioner to investigate on the spot 
On the doparture'of the Mission for India, the mud huts which they had occupied 
ab Kulik were left standing, snd the Russians promptly availed theinselves of the 
fact to spread reports in the district to the effect that the English were coming back 
again to occupy the counby. Rumowys of an impending invasion beeame so 
categorical that the Porsian Government got news that an expedition had actually 
started from Quetta il sent to His Majesty's Legation to ask for an explanation, 
Eventually, in view of the representations of the P ernment, it was decided 
to destroy’ the buildings, in consideration of a written engagement on’ the part of the 
Persians that they would reorvet them if necessary. Before the receipt of the written 
communication, however, and before any agreement had been sto the 
‘nethiod oF for tole abserved in conneetion with their destruct Yamin- 
i-Nizam, without even informing His Majesty’s Consul of his intention, caused them 
to be burnt totho ground, Lis Majesty’s Government subsequently accepted a formal 
apblogy for this tenderd to His Majesty's Consul by the Deputy Goyernor 
and the Yamin-i-Nigam in uniform. 
































ith the Award, but asked for 
i irrigation offiver, which he considered 
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T.—Custous axp Posts. 


(A) Agitation acainst Belgian Customs Administration. 

(B) Assafeotida Case. 

(©) Jask Guard and Customs Duties. 

(D) Hamalbashi Question. ‘ 

(E) Medical Officers attached to Foreign Missions and their payment of 
Customs dues. 

(P.) “Droits de Chaneellerie.”” 

(G) Persian Gulf Post-offices. 





(A.) Agitation against Belgian Customs Administration. 





n against 
‘and against the Belgian Customs Administration in general 
The leading spirits in the movement are the Mollals (especially Seyid Abdullah), 
the Saad-ed-Dowleh, Minister of Commerco (since. dismissed, Pebruary 1908), and 


‘Throughout the year there have been evidences of a determined agitat 
M, Nous personall 





the Nizam-cs-Sultaneh, who is said to desire the Ministry of Customs for himself, 

M. Naus is freely charged with peculation, and in the beginning of the year a 
weapon was afforded to his enemies by the fact that, liavi:\g on one occasion gone to a 
Taney-dress ball in the costume of a Mollali, he was foolish enough to have himself 
photngrapied in the eostumne. His encmies, were not slow to seize the opportunity. 
He was accused of deliberately insulting the Shiah faith. Copies of the photograph 
were sent to the elengy all over Persia, and to Nejef and Kerbolay and lefts vere 
distributed inciting the faithful to make away with the blasphemer. So serious dil 
the agitation become that M, Naus olfered to resign his office, but he was persuaded 
by the Shab to retain it 
* “During the month of Moharrem the Russian Legation became seriously disturbed 
iy the violence of the movement, and, in alarm for the security for their loans should 
the customs pass out of European control, addressed « strong note to the Porsian 
Government threatening that in such an event: they would: have“ to take mensures.” 
‘his was interpreted by the Persians as a hint av Russian contro}, and was much 
resented, 

‘On the eve of the Shah's departure for Burope, the merchants followed the 
example set thet by the clergy, closed their shops and proceeded in a body. to the 
Aiirine of Shah Abdul Azim outside the city, ax a protest. against: the Customs 
‘Administration, Here they remained for nearly a fortnight, much to the annoyance 
Of the Shah, who feared that his Eoropean journey might have to be postponed. 
Eventual ¢ much negotiation, they consente aceept am arrangement, by 
which Government Representatives were to be appointed to the frontier customs 
Stations to supervise the application of the Customs Regulations. 

the Shal’s absence the agitation slambored, and it the beginning, of 
October M. Naus left for Constantinople to negotiate a Commercial ‘Treaty with 
iid the administration of the customs during: his absence was intrusted to 
jemi, formerly Director of Customs at Tabrez, 
Tn December a inoyen ‘of a wider seope against the Grand Vizier and the 
‘ment broke out, aud the leading Mollahs betook: themselves. to th 
the demands which they formulated was « 
Tange in the administration of the customs, and before they could be induced to 
oxi by the Shah Gat changes woitd be made, though 
Toft for future discussion, (See under “Tehran Distur- 




































































tHeir nature was apparent 


Haniees.’) 
Besides the charg 





rge scale brought against M, Naus 















and his staff, other grievances are the employment of large nuinbers of Armenians by 
tho Customs, and the vexatious inauner in which the Regulations are enforced, 
There is much speculation in Tehran as to whether M. Naus will return, He 








openly stated, before leaving, that he would. resign, and sock employment in his own 
should the agitation against him continue—and it certainly shows no sign of 
On the other Land, his wife and family are still here, 

Customs Questions, Relations of British officials with the Belgian Customs during 
1905 have for the most part been good. The Belgians seem to have shown a moro 
conciliatory spirit, and to have carried out their duties in a less vexatious manner than 
formerly, 
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(B.) Assafatida Case. 


‘This was a caso in which certain Afghan merchants were accused by the Customs 
authorities at Meshed of smuggling assaftetida across the Afghan fronticr. Their 
camels and stock were seized, and they were condemned to pay a very large fine, the 
maximum penalty being imposed on each member of the caravan, 

‘The case Jed toa very voluminous correspondence, and, after examination on the 
spot, the Customs finally’discovered that they had no case and remitted the fine. 

‘he question as to compensation for the detention of the camels and assafctida 
still remains to bo settled, the Customs Administration and the Legation differing as 
to the intorpretation of the Artiels ofthe “ Raglement Lal” which makes provision 

for this. 

Mhe case may eventually have to be referred to His Majesty's Government. 


(C) Jask Guard and Customs Duties. 


‘The Government of India claim that the Jask Guard enjoy exemption from the 
payment of customs dues by the terms of the Jask Agreement, which stipulates that 
the employés and servants oP the Telegraph be entitled to this privilege, ‘This poiut 
of view las been represented to the Customs Department on more than one occasion 
n 1905, and the question hins beon bandied to and fro between the Customs and the 
Porsian Foreign Office, with the result that the Persian Government have at length 
declared that they do not admit that the Jask Guard can be included in the categories 

el fn te, Jas Agreement as entitled to customs exemption, nd refuse to 

luge, 


(D,) Hamalbashi Question. 


Mr, Grant Dulf has represented to the Customs Administration the long-standing 
grievance of the dofective arrangements provided in the southern ports for the transfer 
of gonds from incoming vessels to the Custom-house. At present the Customs, while 
controlling the nppointment of the contractor who handles the goods (* hamalbashi "), 
rofuso all responsibility for losses in transit, Mx. Grant Duff has suggested that the 
Customs should either undertake the discharge of cargo themselves or be responsible 
for the" hamalbashi.”” Further suggestions deal with the reduction of the exorbitant 
feos at present charged for porterage, and the provision of proper accommodation in 
the Customs go-downs. 
hese sugostions are still under consideration, 


(B.) Question of Payment of Customs dues by Medical Officers attacked to Legations 
and Consulates. 


‘he Customs Administration tas refused to extond the privilege of exemption 
from customs duties to to medical men attached to foreign Missions, on the ples that 
var large feos in the country by private practice, 


(B) “Droits de Chancellerie.” 


Whe attempt of the Customs Administration to charge “droits de Chancellerie 
‘md other office fees on goods imported by persons enjoying exemption from the 
payment of customs dies has been tacitly: abandoned. 

Hexjan—At Honjam the Persian Government have insisted on their right to 
construct  custom-house within the area occupied by the Indo-European Telegraph 
Department, and have asserted that as the original Concession only gave the British 
the right to erect buildings, and did not specifically convey land to them or define the 
Houndaries of the site, they have a perfect right to doso. ‘This is objected to (1) on 
sanitary grounds; (3) on account of the scarcity of water and the large sums 
esponded by the Department to proeure an adequate supply for themselves; and 
(8) for fen of interference with the Lloyd's signalling station’ whieh it is proposed to 
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erect on the island. ‘The question is, moreover, complicated by the anti-Persian 
sentiments of the Arab population, who have never acknowledged Persian sovereignty 
and are much excited by the establishment of the Persian custom-louse. 


‘The question of the status of the British post-offices in the Persian Gulf was 
raised in December 1904 by the seizure of the mail-bags from the steamer “ Kasara” 
by the Customs officials at Bushire, ‘The Customs claimed that by Articles 27 and 
of the “Ragloment Légal” they were acting within their rights, while His Maje: 
Representative claimed that. the British post-oflices in. the Gulf are entirely outside 
the scope of the “ Rdglement,” as ilieir existence does not depend on any Commercial 
‘Treaty, but on a separate Agreement with the Persian Government, anit that any 
modification of the actual procedure in regard to tem must he made the subject of 
anothier special Agreement with the Persian Government. ¥ 

A temporary compromise was agreed upon, by which the mail-bags are opened in 
the presence of ‘a representative of the Custome; and in June Sir A, Hordinge was 
authorized to ¢ ment for the treat- 
ment of the 

All the papers were left with M. Naus in July, but, beyond expressing 4 personal 
and verlal opinion that there would be no objection to the proposed Arrangement, he 
took no further steps in the matter, and in October left for Europ 

Iv is expected that he wi the whole question of the status of, the British 
post-offices on the Persian Gulf at the forthcoming Postal Conference at Rome, whi 

is to attend on behalf of the Persian Government, 


{11.—Penstax Loan Nucouartons 1x 1905, 


Owing to the cholem in the summer of 1904, the Russo-Japanese war, the 
subsequent internal troubles in Russia, and the consequent dislocation of northern 
trade, Persian finances at the beginning of 1905 wore at a very low ebb indeed. 
nancial embarrassment was heightened by the Slial’s determination to undertake a 
European tour, and the necessity of raising funds for that object. 
following is a brief record of the various attempts made during the year to 
replenish the Imperint coffers :-— 


1. In February, as j result of overtures made by the Porsian Minister at 
Petersburgh, the Russian Government stated that they were prepared to advance a. 
suum of 50,0007, on con at the reorganization of the Persian army, which it 
was at that time proposed to undertake with the assistance of Austrian officers, stiould 
he placed instead under Russian supervision, The scheme practically amounted to the 
extension to the whole Persian army of an organization similar to tat of the present 
ossick Brigade. ‘The Shah declined to aceept such a condition, and the offer of the 
Joan was withdmwn, On the Shah's refusal the Russian Bank put on the serew by 
manding the immediate sottlementof arrears on debts on account current contracted 
Wy the late Grand Vizier, ‘Che sum for the immediate payment of which pressure was 
brought to bear amounted to $4,001, but the Persian Government were unable to 
Jin May the Russian Bank agreed to defer settlement, ‘The scheme 
for gaining control of the entire Persian army was not at once dropped on the 

failure of the loan negotiations, but was constantly pressed all through the spring, 
2 In March M. Naus approached Sir A. fardinge with a proposal that tis 
jesty's Government should advance a sum of 200,000/. Russ his Excelleney 
said, was willing to advance 400,001, but on such sttingent political conditions that 

the Persian Government swore nnable to accept her off 
3. In April the Persian Government, proposed to raise 150,000) from the Imperial 
Bank of Persia by agreeing to redeem the annual royalty of 4,000/, payable in virtue 
of the bank's concession, ‘The hank dallied with the proposal for some time, but 
finally informed the Persian Government that they were warned by their legal advisor 
ferms of their charter, they were not legally entitled to make further 
Persian Government, 
(eis) BE 
























































198 





4. In the beginning of May His Majesty’s Government agreed to advance a sum 
security of the southern customs, on condition that the eventual 
rrigation scheme should be in the hands of Great Britain. The 
on presentation was reduced to 100,000L, but the Grand Vizier objected to the 
condition, and the Shah's departure for Europe early in May rendered the local negotia- 
tion of any loan with political conditions impossible In these circumstances 
Sin Ay Uariinge suggested that it would be politic for the Imperial Bank of Persia to 
stretch a point and furnish a sum in consideration of the redemption of their royalties 
(seo above, No, 3), but this scheme again fell through. 
5, In the heginning of June the Russian Government advanced a sum of 
100,001, without political conditions, but in consideration of a verbal assurance of the 
settlement of all outstanding Russian questions. A notable point about this loan, 
is far as can be ascertained, was the only one that the Persian Government 
dod in raising in 1905, is the fuct that the Russian Minister, in announcing it 
to the Regent, laid special stress on its being « personal concession to his Highness to 
facilitate the task of the f in the Shah’s absence. It was, m fact, an earnest of 
future favours to the Heir Apparent. 

6. In July, asa result of further overtures, His Majesty's Government consented 
to udvanco w sum of 150,000/, ‘The condition attached to the proposals of May 
(coutrol of the Karun irrigation) was withdrawn, and in its stead it was stipulated 
that— 


(1) ithe Persian Government should officially recos: 
ple hy i Majesty Goverment ox the phrase: 
Porsinn Gulf” 

(2:) What all rails 
‘out, 1 so fax ns forefign “ass 
Government. 















































nize the interpretation 
he customs of Fars and the 








y voustruetion in South Be 
ice is. requited, un 















Nexotiations for a loan on these terms also fell throug! 
fgg sutistiod with the amou al 

7. In December the Grant Vizier again made an tn 
Government, for a of 500,000 that the Russian 
prepard to advance 11 much larger suin on severe political 
Parsi was not disposed to wccopt Mis Majesty's Government refused to entertain the 
proposal 





not 















1V,—Teeonavus 


‘and the Meshed-Seistan Line. 
{i.) Proposed Extension of Central Persian Line. 
(C} Nasratabad Extension, 








(A) Russians and the Meshed-Seistan Line 





All through the your tho Russians have hee 
efforts to acquire entire control of the Meshed Sei 
strongthoning their political and. strategfeal 
tlio entire system of telegraphic commnnication along the frontier. 

‘he Persians at titst made a show of resistance, and refused to admit to the 
Persian offices the thirteen signallers whom the Russians posted at various points 
along the line; but on the eve of the Shah's departure for Europe in the beginning: 
of May, Mis Majesty, partly under financial pressnre and partly in the hope of 
scouring, on his impending visit to the Russian Court, a showy reception eommen- 

agreed to give the Russian signallers * provisional 


making determined and ceaseless 
tan telegraph line, with a view to 
position by holding in their own hands 





























urate with his. tense vant 
access to the Persian offices 

A similar right was at once claimed for British signallers, and was theoretically 
admitted by the Persian Government. Men were sent from India to be posted at Turbat 
aud Birjand, ‘The Persians have announced their intention of refusing to admit these 
mien, of the ground that negotiations are now in progress for the withdrawal of the 
Tustians, but a compromise is now under consideration by which the British signallers 
on theline will be olfcially recognized, and His Majesty’s Government will permit 
the Mollah, who was banislied from Urmi to ‘Tabreez'as a result of the representations 






















February 1906.) = 
Mhe exact status and powers of the Russians on the line are somewhat difficult 

to ascertain; but, besides the Russian signallers, who receive their orders and pay 

from Tiflis, and have nothing to do with the Persian Goverment, there aro two 

Russian’ inspectors and s 

from the Russian and half from the Persian Government, though the latter deny 

their sharé in this transaction. These ins} 

along the line, and are in charge of superv e 

for the repair of the line from Kain to Seistan lias been traced to the Russian 

General at Mesled, and the Indian Government have 

‘must insist upon having a share in the work, preferably on the lin 

intrusted to each of the rival Powers for repair. 





to complete the cession of the control of the line to Russia, M. Somow 
of the Russian Legation, on the 0 
Disturbanees—Meshed Riots”) was instructed to do everything in his power 
# this object, and the Russian Consular officers at Meshed and Seistan have 
been working indefat 


proposed in the e 
Jw asked tosanction the extension of the Central Pe is 
‘of the Indo-European Telegrapli Department, by a wire from Karachi to Panjgur, by 





asking stich 4 €0 r 
of the line through Persian territory was concerned, 


ension from Nasratabad to Kuh-i-Malik Siah is. strongly, pressed for by 

the Government of India, and the Persian Government have beon urged over and over 

‘gain to concede it, Our demands are based on’ the obvious utility of the line tt 

and on the plea that wea 

aocoried to the Ri 

have so far declined to or 
Henjam-Bunder Abbas 








‘At the enil of 1904 the United States’ Government came to the following 
agreement with the Persian Gov 
‘Ammerican missionary named Laban 
1. An indemnit 
2, The perpotual imprisonment of Seyid Ghaffar, the chief criminal, 
8) The remaining accomplices to be brought to 
4 No fresh tax to be levied from the Christian population of Urmi for tho 


Tailiig the fulfilment of any of these conditions, the indemnity to be raised to 
8,5002,, the sum demanded in the first instance. 

ho indemnity of 5,000/. was paid, and Seyid Ghaffar, the chief criminal, is now in 
prison in Tehran, 
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1s Representative (see under “ Attacks on Foreigners—Urmii Murders ” ) 
native city. (Effect has now been give to the suggested compromise, 
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mechanics, who are believed to receive their pay 

















tors control the Persian “gholains”” 
n and repairs. A sim of money sent 
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of a section being 


























1 to the constant pressure put upon the Central Government at Tehran 
, the Councillor 
feshed in the summer (see 











‘ion of his visit to 












































bly with the same end in view, 

















(B.) Propored Extension of Central Persian Line, 






the Persian Government should 


ly part of th ent shou 
1 Ting, under the administration 














id Mirjawar, but the moment was not considered favourable for 
wession, and ‘the matter was allowed to drop, as far as the passage 


















(C.) Nasratabad Extension. 








re entitled to this concession as a seteolf to the permission 
sinus to build a line from Kuchan to Bajgiran. ‘lhe Persians 
‘ertain the idea, but negotiations still continu 
Dealt with under the heading of “ Agreements.” 







































YV.—Artacks on Foretonrns. 


(A.) Urmi Murders, 

(i) Attack on Captain Gough. 
( 
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(C.) The Douglas-Lorimer Outrage 
D.) Attack on Mr. Consul Grabame's Escort at Mehrabad, 








(A.) Urmi Murders. 


nment with regard to the murder by Kurds of an 














y of 6,0001., to be paid at once, 














ustice by the 9th March, 1906. 
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British demands in connection with the Urmi question were complied with, in so 
far that the Urmi Mollah, Mirza Hussein Agha, the chief adviser and instigator of the 
Kurds, was removed from Urmi to Tabreez (although it was stipulated that he should 
proceed to Tehiran or Meshed) and the Governor of Urmi dismissed. _ 

During the whole of the year the British and American Legations have kept up 
constant struggle with the Persian Government to try to induce them to carry out 
the rer ning terms of their Agreement with the United States’ Government, and to 
restore order in the Urmi district, where the lives of the missionaries are in constant 
danger, and thie Christian population is in a perpetual state of terror. 

Tn the carly patt of the year the Persians sent a special Commissioner to 
investigate the case against the Kurils, but he never got further than Tabreez, and the 
only progress made was that certain of the Kurds accused of complicity in the Labaree 
murder were brought to Tehran. 

In the summer Tis Majesty's Consul-Goneral at Tabreoz propos 
Persiin Government could not he induced to send an expedition ax: 
‘nd thoroughly pacify the country, it m 
endeavour to come to an amicable gre 
to give hostages to the Persian Government for their fut 
Buguestion was votoed by the 
the torms/of their Axgreoment 

Th October the Persian Goyernn 





























ed that, if the 
inst the Kurds 
for the missionaries. to 
hho should be required 
zood behaviour. This 
‘can Government, who insisted on the fulfilment of 























t were at length induced to fa special 
Commissioner, ind Mirza Baghor Khan set out for Urmi with the accused Kurds 
who hut been brought to Tehran, while Mi Wratislaw, His Majesty's Consul-Ger 
iW brews was appointed to look after British and American interests. The 
inyuity Was to include the attack on Captain Gough (see below) as well as the 
Labaree murder. 

Mr. Wratislaw strongly insisted on the ue 
treat ay prfsoners unl ty inquiry wns gone 
induced to demand from the Persian Governmer 
I spite of their assurances, the Persian Commissioner let the 

porfect freedom, with the inevitable result that they quiv 
(between abrews and Urmi, and retumed in triumph to 
Since then no progross whatever has been made with th 
mich parleying between the Kurds and the 

sures, but absolutely nothing has been done. 

¢ lias alforded an excellent example of Persian obstructive methods 
iwi intrigue ns, partly to discredit the British in 
than the . whose interests they wore upholding, 

they recognized front nitified in the Persian mind with the ease), 
‘und partly to coy favour with the Vatiahd, intrigued constantly and unserupuiousty 
in favour of the Kurds, fn the early part of tlie ycar, when their efforts to proveait 
the ox ni Mollah had proved unsuccesstul, they even went so fr as 
al communiqué to the effect that the American and Persian 
1 Government their gratitude for assistance 
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inquiry. Tiere bias 
ss of the Valinlid, and threats 


be 
of severe a 

‘The whole 
combined with Ru 
















































is made 
of endeavouring to bring the offenders to justice, while sceretly assurin 
protection; aud the Versian Government 
Proiiait thavant vers: excuse, fron the state of tte’ weather'to-n pathetls’ ples 
that the accused Kurds away from home, aud had been allowed their 
freedom in order to visit their families, and would doubtless soon come in to be tried 

‘hose (aeties Ihave at length worn out the patience of the American Minister, 
who has suggested that Mx, Weatislaw's continued presence at Urmi eau serve uo 
Turtlicr useful purpose, snd has referred the whole question to his Government, 

Closely hound up with this case is the long struggle with the Porsisn Government 
over the Majid-es-Sultaneh,, 
his official was the only Br 





a great show 
tiem of his 
ave obstructed and prevarieated and 




































sian who gave any real assistance to the British 
‘and American authorities in their attempt to Settle the Urmi business, ie 
Consequently camed the bitter enmity of the Valiahd, who insulted and struck iim, 
and attempted to estort «lar rom him, For fear of worse things 
happening to limke soughtrefuge in His Majesty's Consulate-General at Tabreez, and 
a lonig struggle boxin with the Persian Government to induce them to permit him to, 
goabroad,. This wasat length successful, andl in January 1906 the Majid-es-Sultanel, 
lolt Tabrecz for itis, 
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(B) Attack on Captain Gough, 


Captain Gough, while on special service at Urmi in connection with the murders 
of missionaries, was attacked by a body of Kurds in the end of 1904, Te was not hit, 
but about twenty shots were fred af him. 

‘The attack was to form the subject of inquiry at Urmi at the same time as the 
Labaree murder, but, as explained above, the inquiry has so far led to nothing. No 
satisfuction of ang kind has been given by the Persian Government, who, ina note to 
Mr. Grant Duff of the 7th January, 1906, state that the fault was Captain Gough's 
own, in that he galloped towards the Kurds, which hie ought not to have done. 
This somewhat naive justification fora murderous attack professes to he based on a 
lotter from Captain Gough to Mr, Wratislaw, which has, in some unknown manner, 
fallen into the hands of the Persian Foreign Office. ‘The letter, of which the 
Persian’ Government did not seruple to sond a copy to. the Legation, docs not 
Gren coavey hn Wen that: Canein Goieti aid grlioy) Wovens the Kurds, 1b 
merely says that when the shots came reining round him he put his horse at 
gallop. 























(©) The Douglas- Lorimer Outrage, 


‘This case also dates from 1904, and in this, too, the Persian Government have so 
no satisfaction. 

It will be remembered that Lieutenant-Colonel Douglas, Military Attaché to 

His Majesty's Legation in Tehran, and Mr. Lorimer, at that time British Vice-Consul 

at Ahwaz, while travelling on’ the public serviee in South-West Persia, were 

set upon by their Lur guides, robbed of everything they possessed, and seriously 

wounded. 

Tn January 1905, besides compensation for the actual losses incurred and the 
munistiment of the offending tribe, His Majesty's Government demanded of the 
Persian Government an indemnity for each officer of 5001,, fo be paid in five yearly 
instalments of 1001, the first due on the Ist April, 1905, 

‘Phe Persian Government replied by denying’ all responsibility for the attaek, on 
the plea that the officers tind heen warned by the local officials of the dangerous 

condition of the country in which the outrage occurred. Sir A. Hardinge pointed 
out to them in reply that the local officials were not held responsible, but. the Central 
Government, who, for the last four or five years had been constantly and. strongly 
urged to take steps for the pacification of the district (in councetion with Messrs, 
Lynch's Arabistan Roa Concession), and had taken absolutely io measures: to effect 
this object. 

With regard to the punishment of the 
made by the Persian authorities 
expellition was so hindered by intri 
of it. 

‘Phe Firman eneral of Luristan and Kermansholi, was inteusted 
with the expedition, but as he is an enemy of the Grand Vizier, was hampered in 

'y possible way. His request for additional troops was refused, anda Inrge 
body of those which he might have utilized was drafted off on another expedition, 

‘The Firman Firma procrastinated in the usual Persian way, first on the plea of 
scarcity of provisions, alleging that he must wait until the crops were reaped, and then 
on the ground that theautumn migration of the tries would afford a better opportunity 
for punitive measures, 

In July he succeeded in capturing twelve Luss, 
forwarded a photograph of his prisoners to His Majesty's Legation, Ln this photo- 

h Colonel Douglas and Mr. Lorimer wore only able to identify one man with 

as having been among their assailants, 

Since then no further steps tave been taken, and the Persian Government have 
once again written to His Majesty's Legation refusing to pay an indemnity, and 
repudiating all responsibility for the outrage. 
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uilty tribe, some pretence of action was 
but, as is usnal in this country, the promised 
and counterintrigues, that nothing ever came 





























presumably by treachery, and 

















(D.) Attack on Mr. Consul Grahame's Escort at Mehrabad. 


Iu the end of March the escort of Mr. Grahame, Tis Majesty’s Consul 
at Shiraz, while travelling with members of the Indian Commercial Mission, was 
(eis} $F 
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attacked at Mehrabad, near the meeting place of the Governorships of Ispahan, Yezd, 
and Fars, and an Indian sowar was soverely wounded. 

Compensation was demanded from the local authorities for this attack, and they 
handed over a sum of 300 tomans (50) The sowar was indemnified, but the sum 
paid by the Persian authorities did not suffice to cover the medical and other 
Expenses resulting from the incident, which have had to be defrayed by His Majesty's 
Government 







VL—Distonsaxces 1 Persta 1x 1905. 


) Meshed Riots 

(B) Unrest at abreez, 

(©) Kerman Religious Troubles. 
Cor 

( 








D.) Yezd Anti-Oliristian Movement. 
E,) Tehran Disturbance: 
(B.) Fars Disturbances, 







Disturbances of a serious character have taken place during the past year in 
towns in almost every part of Persia, 


(A) Meshed Riots 


In tho month of Moharrom (March 1905) a serious disturbance occurred at 
Meshind, resulting in great destruction of property, chiefly belonging to Russian 
subjects, 

‘Phe riot ostensibly started with troubl 
Russian Armenian, but itis rumoured that it was ti 
General himself with the object of being continued i ‘The chief import 
Of the alfair Was tliat a large foroe of Russian troops was detailed for Meshed, 
find 300 fnvfantry and Cossacks actually started for Askbabad, but were recalled. 

‘The Russian claims arising out of these riots hiaye eaused much trouble, and led 
to the exeliange of acrimonious correspondence hetweon the Russian Legation and 
the Persian nent. ‘The Persians refused to grant any compensation unless: 
iidemnified for the losses suffered in the Baku troubles. M. de 
now, Councillor of the Russian Legation (now Russian Chargé Affaires, January 
1006), trayellod to Meshed to enforce these claims, but returned to Tehran without 
effecting atiything. 

In September, owing chiefly to tho troubles in the Caucasus, there appeared to 
do danger of a serious anticArmeniin outbreak in Meshed, but matters quieted down, 
and there has, so far, heen no recurrence. 






















































(B) Unrest at Tabrees. 





Although there has so far heen no 
Moslem refugees from the Caucasus with tales ‘of the murders of their co-rel 
by Armenians has ervated a Jangerous situation anid caused much anxiety. 
Ti summer, and again in autumn, serious trouble was feared, and at the close of the 
year the British Acting Consul-General reported that there was no improvement in 
fhe situation, 


\etual outbreak at ‘Tabreez, the arrival of 











(C)) Kerman Religious Troubles. 


us troubles at Kerman Letween the 
iltanel, the Governor, showed 


In the summer there wore serious reli 
sets of the Sheikhis and Balisaris. . 
suflicient firmness to cause a Mollah who had incited a riot to be beater ‘he Central 
Government, though it approved his action at the time, was afterwards weak enou; 
to cede to popular clamour and recall him to Tehran. 
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(D.) Yesd Anti-Christian Movement, 


In the month of Ramazan the local Mollahs, on the pretext of the expulsion 
of a boy from the Church Missionary Schools, attempted to start an anti-Christian 
agitation. Violent language was used and considerable alarm created, but the matter 
passed off quietly. 


(B.) Tehran Disturbances, 


The agitation against the Belgian Customs Administration has been reported 
under the heading “ Customs,” but a movement of a much more wide-spread character 
has since oceu 

In December the Ala-ed-Dowleh, lately appointed Goyernor of Tehran, attempted 
to dictate to the merchants in the bazaar fhe maximum price which they might put 
on sugar, an article which has largely risen in value, owing to the shutting down of 
the Russian sugar refineries, On the merchants resisting his order, he caused some 
of them to be severely beaten, including an aged Seyid. It is said that, on this Inter 
protesting against such an indignity being inflicted on a descendant. of the Prophet, 
the Governor ordered him to be taken out and given some more strokes, pointing ont 
that sons of the Prophet should know better than to defy his authority, and that his 
fault was the greater, 

A riot was at once raise 



























1 in the bazaar, the leading Mujteheds took the matter 
up, and the popular discontent quickly spread from the Ala-ed-Dowleh until if found 
expression against the Grand Vizier, and oven against the Shah himself, ‘The 
Mujteheds, though left in the lurch at the last moment by the Imam Jumeh, 
botook themselves in a body to the great shrine of Shah Abdul Azim, about 6 miles 

le the city, placanded the bazaars with revolutionary notices, formulated 0 
tion stating their grievances, and refused to return to 'Yehran until their demands 
Were granted. ‘Tho Shahi sent frequent omissaries to try to induce them to come in, 
ut they held out for four works, snd only returned wlien the following points were 
conceded to them :— 


1, Some fo 


























of Constitutional Government: its precise form to be discussed 












hereafte 

2, Certain changes in the Administration of the Customs Service. ‘This point is 
also reserved for future discussion. 

8. The abolition of the percentage levied on official salaries 

4, ‘The restitution of the recently confiscated endowment of a * Madrasseh.”” 











ides wranting the demands 
to bring in the leaders, and provided public 
followers. 

‘Whe agitation cannot by any means be considered as closed by the Shalis 
‘ompliance with the Mollalis demands, for the fullilment of which no steps have of 
course been taken, and further disturbances are prophesied for the month of 
Moharrom. Meanwhile the Mujtetiods are delighted with their technical victory, and 
vow nee against the Imam Jumeh, who deserted their cause. 

It is curious to note that the demands of the Mujtoheds were evidently. ins 
by recent events in Russia: the demand for Constitutional Government, indeed, 
seems almost suicidal on the part of a privileged class like the Persian Mollahs, and 
was probably promulgated in a purely imitative spirit, without any perception of the 
consequences which would result to themselves if it were granted. 

‘Another striking feature, both of this agitation and of the earlier one against 
M. Naus, is that on both these occasions an uppeal was made to the Turkish 
Ambassador as the: Representative of the Khnlif, and therefore the proper 
mouthpiece for the grievances of the Faithful 





f the Mujteheds, sent his State earriau 
hioles and special trains to bring in thoi 












































































(B,) Fors Disturbances. 


From the month of June onwards the Province of Fars has been in a state of 
ferment, 

Whe trouble is due to the misgovemment, cruelty, and tyranny of the Shoa-es- 
Sultancli, one or the Shak’s sons, and his Vazir, the Sardar-i-A Kram, 

Disturbances first broke out at Shiraz in June in the shape of an anti: 
movement. Abul Kassim, a British Indian subject, was implicated in the early 
troubles, and was removed from Shiraz by Sir A. Hardinge at the request of the 
Prince Governor, Tn August, a French Jew, named Agha Khan, took “bast” at 
His Majesty's Consulate, His nationality was disputed by the Persian Government, 
and the question led to some acrimonious corresponitence between the French 
Tegation and tho Persian Foreign Office, and to joint action on the part of the Frenei: 
and British Logations. 

{n October the Shoa-es-Sultaneh left for Europe, and in November the 

‘sh disturbances broke out with renewed violence, gradually losing their anti- 

mitic character and becoming, first, a demonstration against the Sardar.i-Akram, 
whi lind hoen left as Deputy-Governor, and lastly an undisguised agitation against 
the return of the Prinew Governor himself. 

While the movement was still of an anti-Jewish character the position of Jews in 
Sliirz became so critical, and a general massacre seemed so imminent, that His 
Majesty's Consul, after the murder of a Jewish woman in broad daylight, advised 
Tho leaden of the Jows in Shiraz—one Veneziani, of Italian nationality —to gather 
the Jewish women and children into his hous He then puta guard of Tndion 
sown from hi the house, ‘This action, which was duly reported to and 
approve! by His M jovernment, formed the subject of a formal complaint 
tho part of the Persian Goverment, who alleged that Indian troops had been posted 
fi the Jewish quarter, an absolutely unfounded aecusstion, as V 's house, 
Whore the refugees were collected, does not stand in the Jovi al. 

By Decenbive the mov Dad entirely lost its anti-Semit acter, and. was 
‘openly directed against the Prinee Governor, the Jewish Rabbis be n sounited as 
to whither they would partieipate in it. 

All trade and business was ata standstill, malcontents were flocking in from the 
country round, there were serious distur at Ki 1 the 

tind the people of Shiraz kept sendin teleg nessages to the Heads of 

soiting forth thelr griovance ig for the intervention of 

foreign Rupresentatives for the dismissal of the © Governor, Similar 
ayes were sent to the Grant Vizier. 

Mr, Grant Dull lind long before warned the Persian Goverment of the folly antl 
of insist tention of the Shoa-es-Sultaneh as Govemor-Gene 
Sana rated against the anarchy prevailing in the province, and hnd 

werited the losses sufi British trade owing to the insecurity of the roads 
sand the general kawlessness of the district, But his warnings liad boon systematically 
Aisrogarded, and when the erash and the fuct could uo longer be hidden that 
tho oyitation was w serious. prote inst the misuoverament ef the province, the 
Porsi {showed their resentment of these timely warnings by com- 
plaining esty’s Government of Mr, Grant Duff's attitude, 

Matters, thowever, had gone too far for the movement to be altogether over- 
looked, and at the close of the year the Persian Government sent special High 
Commissioner, the Vivzir-i-Makhsiis, to inquire into the state of affairs, 

‘Dhe Shoa-es-Sultaneh ix the favourite son of the Shab, and is backed by the 
niost powerful clique at Court, so that there is still some fear that an attempt may be 
made to reinstate hin kuer on, But the Mollaks of Shiraz have threatened that 
if ho contes back they will leave the city in a bodys and the Fars tribesmen have 
declared their intention of resisting his return to their last cartrid 


YIL.- Concessions, 


(A.) Motor-cars. 

(B,) Karan Irrigation Scheme, 
\(G) D'Arcy Oil Syndicate. 

(D) Tehran Water Supply. 

(E.) Sponge ¥xploration Syndicate, 
(B) Railway Schemes. 


{A.) Motor-car Concessions, 


Concessions for introducing motor-ears for goods traffic in different parts of 
Persia have formed the subject of considerable correspondence during the past. year, 
although, so far, little his been done to carry into effect the various schemes 
proposed. 

Tn 1904 the Sani-ed-Dowleh, « Persian magnate, obtained from the Shab a 
monopoly for running motorears throughout Persia, but his right to exercise any 
monopoly on the roads constructed and worked by Russian Companies was contested 
by the Russian Pinance Ministry on the ground that his concession could not cancel 
rights previously conceded to them. ‘The Sani-ed-Dowleh appears to. haye acquiesced 
in this view, and, as was reported by Sir Arthur Hardinge in his despatch No, 1a. of 
the 24th June, 1905, the Russians expressed their intention of organizing a service 
on the mas eld by thom, “Two heavy motor lorries appeat to have ben imported, 
and these have been in use of the seétion of the road between Kazvin and ‘Tehran 
during the latter part of the year. ‘The weight carried was said to by about 4 tons 
‘of goods, in addition to twelve passengers on the top of the load. hey do not. trayel 
at night, and take something over twenty-four hours to cover the 90 miles: of road. 
It was reported that other ears which had been ordered were expected to arrive in 
Persia in time to inaugurate a regular service along the whole line from Resht to 
‘Tohran on the Ist January of this year, but owing, it is said, to recent events in 
Russia, they have not yet come, If successful, the service will doubtless bu extended 
to the road from Kazvin to Hamadan, as soon as that track is motalled and {it to take 
regular traffic, None of the other roads worked by Russian Companies are as yot 
suificiently far advanced to be able to take heavy motor trafic, 

Tn August, the Sani-ed-Dowleh informed Sir Arthur Hardinge that he had 
already purchased six motors, aud that he intended to commence by running them 
from ‘Tehran to Kazviu and ‘Tehran to Kumi, his iden being Inter to, inaugurate a 
service on the roads to Kermanshoh and Meshed, He was at that time trying to 
raise moncy from either the English or Russian Bank, and, failing to comes to terms 
with the former, it seems probable that some arrangement was made with M. Grube, 
as on the Ith’ November Mx, Grant Dull was informed by the Mushined-Dowleh 
that a Company consisting of nine Persians and one foreigner, with a capital of about 
45,0001, was to be formed to run Renard motor-trains on the ‘Tehran-Meshed and 
‘Tehran~Kum-Kermanshah roads, When asked who the foreigner was, the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs replied that he had not yet been nominated, but it is suspected 
that ie is the Russian Financial Agent. 

Various proposals have been made by His Majesty's Minister li 
Government of India with « view to counteracting the loss to Briti 
must ensue from the establishment of a regular motor service on the Russian road 
‘he Persian Transport Company can, under dhe tems of its Concession lain righ 
sinilar to those exercised by he Russian Company on their roads aud Sir Arthur 
‘Hardinge suggested that an arrangement might be come to with the Sani-ed-Dowleh 
by whieh, in return for our assistance to him in obtaining a loan irom the Imperial 
Bank, he should give to an English Company running powers from Ispahian and 
southwards to Shiraz, and eventually to the Persian Gulf, The Goverment of India 
Would prefer a Concession for a road from Bandar Abbas vid Rigan to Bam, which 
might in time be joined to Kashan vid Kerman and Yeud. Other suggestions have 
‘also beon made, but as yet no definite steps hrave been taken in the matter. 

(1618) 3G 





(B,) The Karun Irrigation Scheme. 


Tn connection with this scheme Major Morton, R-E., an expert in irrigation, 
accompanied by two native surveyors, was sent from India in January 1905 to 
amine and report upon the scheme put forward by the Dutch engineer, Herr von 
Roggen, The object of his mission was kept. secret from the local authorities, but 
Herr von Roggen was instructed by the Grand Vizier to discuss the proposals fully 
and confidentially with him. After « careful survey, Major Morton in July submitted 
his Report, His estimate of the cost of carrying out the scheme as proposed by 
the Dutch engineer amounts to 2,246,000/., with an annual charge of 10,000/. for the 
upkeep of the works, while he calculates that the net revenue would amount to 
only about 35,000), per annium, or about 14 per cent. on the capital expenditure. He 
gives his opinion that there is not in any conceivable circumstances the remotest 
possibility of Herr yon Roggen's scheme paying,” and “that, if it did pay, it is to be 
wholly condemned for va 

In view of this Report, the question of making a loan to the Persian Government 
to onable them to earry out the scheme has heen dropped. 


(C.) The D'Arcy Oil Syndicate. 


‘The borings made by the Syndicate near Kasr-ieShirin on the Turkish frontier 
closed down early last year, and little work has since been done. Mr. Preece, His 
bral at Ispahin, while on leave in England, was asked to make 
‘an arrangement with the Bakhtiaris by which the latter should open up their country 
to he exploring partis of the Synients. | Accordingly, on Nis return, to, Poin Sn 
October, ho entered into negotiations with the tribe, and alter some trouble, caused hy 
internal dissension the Chiefs, an Agreement was concluded and signed by 
thom, By the torms of this the Syndicate are permitted to make borings and explo- 
rations for oil in the country owned by the Bakhtinris, and to erect the necessary 
Juildings; and the latter agreed to protect the works and working parties, and to guard 
sich rons as it might he necessary to construct, in return for an annual 
2,0001., the Gbiefs accepting responsibility for robbery or for loss or damage to the 
works and buildings of the Syndi It is further stipulated that should oil be found 
in sufficient quantities, and a pipe line be laid, the Syndicate will pay a further sum 
of 1,000/, per annum for the safeguarding of the ine; and that, in the event of 
one or more Companies being formed to work the oil, the Chiefs shall receive 3 per 
c@nt, of all thy ordinary shares issued it is to be in force for five years 
provided the Company are workin nd should oil be found in 
sufficient quantities, and the Company proceed to refine oil and trade in it, the terms 
will bo ng so long as the Concession continues in force. 

Iii accordance with these terns, a Mr. Bertie and tho assistants, with a quantity 
of plait, arrived at Abwaa in Deoembor, and commenced work ou toad which vould 
enable thy machinery to he conveyed to the oilfields; but the Persian Government 
has refused to recdgnize the Agreement made with the Chiofs, and, owing to 
ditwnsons among the Tater, difiolties have already ariten on the subject of the 
guards, 


(D) Tehran Water Supply. 


An English Company, known as the Standard ‘Trust (Limited), has for some years 
been trying to obtain from the Persian Government a Concession for supplying the 
town of Tehran with water, but so far without success. Last year negotiations were 
reopened, and during the Shal’s visit to Europe the Prime Minister was approached 
privately’ on the matter through the Motashim-es-Sultaneh, and is said to have made a 
Yerbal promise, which he has singe denied, that the Concession would be granted, 
Mr, Grant Dulf has heen instructed to use his good offices to assist in obtaining the 
Concession should he he asked to do so, but no action has been taken pending the 
receipt from the London office of the Company of full particulars of the terms they 
would be willing, to accept. 
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(E.) The Sponge Exploration Syndicate. 


On the 9th August, 1905, a Concession was signed at Vichy giving to the Sponge 
Exploration Syndicate (Limited), of London, the exclusive right of fishing for and 
exploiting sponges in the waters of the Persian Gulf belonging to Persia, “The Syndi- 
cate, which is believed to be composed of Greeks, agree to pay His Majesty the Shah a 
sum of 1,5001, when the Concession is granted, and a royalty of 50 fr. on every 
100 kilog, of sponges exported abroad or brought into Persia for sale, ‘The Concession, 
which is for fifty years, includes the right to erect the necessary buildings, &o., for 
carrying on their operations, and to import material free of customs duty. 

‘The limits are defined as from Fao to Gwettar, embracing the whole of the 
southern coast of Persia and all the islands belonging to this kingdom. ‘The Persian 
Government reserve the right to revoke the Concession should the Syndicate stop work 
for a continuous period of eighteen months after the Ist May, 190 


(F.) Railieay Concessions. 


In July last year it was reported that a group of German and American 
capitalists was endeavouring to sceure a Concession for a railway from efthor Bushire 
ceiMfohammerah to Meshed and the ‘Transeaspian frontier, passing vit Tehran, and 
witha branch to Khanikin, ‘They intended to offer a very large sum to the Shab, and 
sounded M. Naus as to his willingness to act as their intermediary, offering him shares 
in the enterprise as a reward for his services, ‘The proposal was declined by 
M. Naus on the ground that his official position precluded him from assuming 
such a task, and he warned them that an understanding with the British and Russian 
Governments was an essential preliminary to the success of their scheme, i 

‘A rumour has been eurrent in Meshed that the Russians were trying to obtain a 
Concession for a railway. then: 4 " 

In this conncetion it may be noted that carly in the year Sir Arthur Hardinge 
addressed note to the Minister for Foreign Affairs respecting the terms on which the 
Railway Agreement with Russia had been renewed in 1809, In a subsequent 
conversation with His Majesty's Minister, the Mushireed-Dowleh said that lie believed 
the Agreement had been ultimately renewed for five and not, as was sometimes 
alleged, for ten years, but that there had been no formal Conyention, or even exchange 
Of notes, the Shab having merely minuted a note or Memorandum which was now in 
the possession of the Russian Government. His Excelleney added that the Porsian 
Government could not verify the fact as to the term of years without referring to the 
Russian Legation, and that they thought it undesirable by doing this to draw Russian 
attention to the question, : : 

here have been no fresh developments regarding othier Concessions, a list of which, 
was given in the summary for last year. 


VIIL—Roaps. 


Roads in which Great Britain is interested, 


i ‘he Bakhtiari Road. 


(B) The Persian Transport Company's Concession. 


Russian Road Concessions. 
Kazyin—Hamadan Road. 


Tulfa—Tabreez, Koad. 
Meshed-Askhabad Road. 
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Roads in which Great Britain is interested. 


(A.) The Bakhtiari Road. 


Mr, Preece, His Majesty's Consul-General at Ispahan, visited the Bakhtiari 
Chiefs in the autumn of last year and discussed with them the question of the upkeep 
of the road, regarding which no agreement with Messrs. Lynch Brothers has yet been 
come to. Tt will be remembered that in 1904 the Bakhtiaris agreed to give the sum 
of 80,000 Ikrans down to put the track in order, and to pay 10,000 krans annually for 
rropaits, these sums being sufficient, in Mr, Preceo's opinion, for the purpose. Messrs. 
Kanchi towores, objectol to the arrangement, on the ground that the amounts 
allotted were insufficient, and the Chiefs have since withdrawn their offer, saying that 
they would profer to keep the road in repair themselves. A sum of 19,431 krans is 
also claimed by Messrs. Lynch for upkeep of the two bridges for 1903 and 1904, but 
these charges appeared to Mr. Preece so excessive that he did not even show them to 
the Chiefs, Meanwhile the track, though everywhere passable for mules, is reported 
to be badly in need of repairs in several plices, and more carayanserais are also 
required. The prinetpal Bakhtiari Chiefs are now in'Tehran, and it is hoped that a 
compromise may be arrived at hefore they leave. 


(B.) The Persian Transport Company's Concession, 


‘the work done by the Persian ‘Transport Company during the past year has been 
chiefly on the Kum-Sultanabad section of the roads included in the Concession, A 
large number of culverts have been rebuilt, and new ones made; some bad gradients 
have, been eased, and the surface lias been repaired and the track generally improved. 
Fxtensive surface ropairs were also carried out on the ehran—Kum road, and the 
ridge over the Rudkhaneh:i-Shur has been overhauled and put into proper repair. 
No, work has yot beon done on the Kum-Tspaban section of the road, and the disturbed 
condition of buristan bas precluded any netion with regard to the extension from 
Sultanabad southwards. 


Russian Roud Concessions. 


(A.) The Resht-Kazvin-Teliran Road, 


‘this road hns on the whole been kept in good ropair during the year, though the 
trallic: was intertupted at times by heavy snows in the winter, and by falls of rock i 
the more hilly parts during the spring, ‘The section of the road from Resht to Pi 
Baw’ was in very Ind condition during the early part of the year, but was 
repaired to some éxtent, and by the mutumn was in fairly good order. Probably 
the Company are ‘unwilling to spend much money on this section, as they will 

sh to divert the traflie as far as possible to the Resht-Kazian road as soon 


ais it is 
(B.) The Resht-Kaziun Road. 


In May last it was stated that the work on this road liad been expedited in order 
that it might be made use of by His Majesty the Shab on his way to Europe, and that 
it-was then fit for vehicular traffic. Mr. Messervy, [is Majesty's Acting Viee-Consul 
‘it Resht, hns, however, travelled over it quite recently, and reports that, though fairly 
good for m short distance out of Resht, it becomes very heavy and extremely difficult 
for wheoled tram as Kazian is approactied, ‘The bridges, of whieh there are four, 
‘ire not yet completed, and. the road is used only for tocal traffic. A light Décauville 

line of 24 or Qi gauge has been laid for some distance from the 
rian end, and is used foM@he transport of material. 

When the Shah passed through Enzelli, he was, it is said, much annoyed at the 
number of houses which the Russians are building at Kazi neers and 
otlicr employs on the harbour docks, but very slow progress has been m 

Ks during, the year, and the Wittle done has been damaged by sforms during the 
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(C) The Kazvin-Hamadan Road. 


‘Work on this road was proceeded with during the year, and by the beginning of 
December the whole of the roadway was finished and mi bridges and HE 
built, with the exception of the bridge near Rezan, which was nearly completed, and 
the large bridge over the Kara Su River at Ab-i-garm, ‘This latter had twice been 
carried away by sudden floods, and, the workmen having deserted| en masse. after the 
foundations of a new bridge were laid at the end of November, it will probably not 
be ready before the spring’ of tlie current year. Metal has been laid and/rolled for 
about 30 miles at the Kazvin end and § miles out from Hamadan, and all post-houses 
are built, but not yet furnished. At present the road is very little used, and it will 


Herat least 2 year before the metalling is completed and the road ready to take heavy 
raflic, : 


(D.) The Julfa-Tabreez Road. 


On the 2st August His Majesty's Consul-General at ‘Tabreez réported that work, 
on this road had come to a standstill owing to quarrels between the Russian officials 
employed on if, A portion of the new roadway had been washed away, near the 
Julfa end, and te net result was that the journey from Tabrece to Jullh was more 
difficult than before, the old track being obstructed and the new road practically 
Useless. Work was apparently requmed Titer, as it was seposted in Decomber tha 
the Russian eniployés on the road hnd gone on slike owing to a disagreement with 


Ge authorities about their pay. On the whole, little progress has been made during 
he year. 


(E.) The Meshed-Askhabud Road. 


During the last few months rumours have eon current in Meshed that the 
portion of this road which is in Persian territory had been sold. by the concessionnaire 
to tlie Russian Bank. Mr. Grant Duff addiossed the Prime Minister officially on the 
subject, and was informed in reply that there is no foundation for the report, and 
that the concessionaire has not the right. to transfer the rod, Tt is, however, at 
least certain that repairs to the track are to be undertaken shortly, and that a Russian 
and a Persian engineer, accompanied by’ a representative of the Customs, left Meshed 
some months ago in order to make an estimate of the cost of the work. 


Perso-Turkish Mrontior Dispute, 
ui for Mesto, 
Embary a 

(8) Bakhtians, 


(A.) Protection of Koweitis, 


‘The protection of Koweitis in Persia by British Consular officers still continues 
to be made a grievance by the Turkish Government, and the Turkish Ambassador has 
formally protested against tho protection extended to them by His Majesty's Resident 
in the Persian Gulf 

2 Sir A. Hardinge was accordingly instructed to endeavour to obtain for Koweitis 
in Persia the same privileges as for Afghans—namely, “that the friendly recom- 
mendations and wishes of the British Government’ on their behalf should be 
accepted.” 

‘The question still remains unsettled, 
{a6is) 8H 
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(B.) Perso-Turkish Frontier Dispute 


In Octoher thie Persian Government made representations, both to His Majesty's 
Legation in Tehran aud to ti ‘oreign Office in London, to the effect that Turkish 
troops liad occupied Lahijan and Vazneh, places which they claimed to be ou 
Persian territory Both Russia and Great Britain are appealed to as Arbitrators in 
the frontier delimitation of 1863. an 

‘The Turks appointed a Commission and expressed their willingness to meet 
Persian Representatives on the spot, and endeavour to come to an agreement with 
regard to the frontier, but the Porsian Government, though strongly advised to accept 
this arrangement, refused to proceed in the matter until the Turkish troops should 

from the territory in dispute, ‘The Sulton refused to remove his 
Negotiations are still continuins., 


(C) arms for Meshed. 


Owing to the disturbed condition of Meshied, and the constant danger of serious 
trouble spreading from Baku and the Caucasus, Iis Majesty's Cousul-General at 
Meslied asked in July that 100 rifles might be supplied for the protection of His 
y's Consilate-Goneral thor, and 0 for Tis Majesty's Consulate in Seistan, 
mimunition for each place, Stich a request was all the 
more justified in that the Tlussian Consulate-General at Meshed was said to he 
Constantly receiving supplies of arms, and a party of Russian Cossacks had a short 
time before forced the Customs barrier on the Khorassan frontier and forcibly imported 
a quanti 
Permission was as aport the weapons, but, 
on anticipated, i first, on the ples that the importation 
of these rifles would negotiations which the Persian Government 
lated were then Ueing carried on for the removal of the arms forcibly imported hy 
the Russians, and afterwards on the ground that such importation would disturb the 
populace ut Mestied, and might lead to trouble, P 
‘The question was ¢o1 tantly pressed, but the Persian Government would make 
no coricesston, and at list, in Janttary 1906, the Government of India decided to send 
the aris up to our frontier station at Robat under an escort of troops, whose 
presence there was thought desirable, owing to the outbreak of plague in Seistan and 
The likelihood of the Russians attempting to establish a military cordon in that 
province 


(D) Bmbargoes 


‘he imposition of om Jocal officials for purposes of private gain 
Jong formed a just grievancs eign merchants on the Karun River. 
Tn tie early part of 1901 jor of Aral nore imposed such an 
embargo on grain. fr esontations the Valiahd in 
the summer so far relaxed as Jessrs. Lynch, the prineipal sulferers, to. state 
the amount of rain which they wished to export, promising to give it free passage. 
Mhe Persian Government, moreover, were persuaded to declare that in future 
ombargocs would only be imposed after due notice, and that in each ease a period of 
grace would be given. K 

in pursuance of this assurance, the Persian Goyernment have since announced 
fan embargo on grain from all southern ports, and on Ianibskins and sheep for the 
whole of Persia. 


(E) Bakhtiari. 


(@he Bakhtiari voad and the Petroleum Agreement, concluded with the Khans 
dy Mr, Prosew on behalf of Mr, D'Arcy, are dealt with under “Roads” and “Con- 
ons ” respectively.) Me 

‘Whe Bakhtiari tribe is reported to he inereasing in wealth and civilization, with 
the unfortunate result that the Khans are becoming involved in the tangle of intrigue 
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that envelopes the Persian Court. Haji Ali Kuli Khan, who has spent much time in 
"Tehran, and acquired a little of the flimsy veneer that passes for civilization at the 
Shah's Court, bas returned to the Bakhtiari country and entered upon a course of 
intrigue against his brother Khans. He is believed to be working to usurp the place 
of the present Ikhani, and it was even categorically reported at one time that he had 
sneceeded in his object. He is doubtless encouraged by the Persian Government, 
whose traditional policy is to sow discord among powerful dependents and reap an 
casy harvest of inereased authority for themselves. Teaji AW Rall Khan has since 
succeeded in his object, February 1906.) 

‘Phe same poliey may be seen at work in the long-standing dispute between the 
Central Government and the Khans as to raids committed by Kuhgelu tribesmen on 
the Bakhtiari road. ‘These tribesmen are technically under the jurisdiction of the 
Government of Fars, but pass over into the Bakhtiari country, raid caravans on the 
Bakhtiari road, and then return to the safe shelter of their homes in Fars, ‘The 
Bakhtiaris are forbidden to follow them, while the Fars authorities disclaim responsi- 
bility for robberies committed outside their territory. During 1905, His Majesty's 
Legation haye had to make frequent complaints of robberies of British goods 
committed by the tribe, and have repeatedly urged upon the Central Government that 
full powers should be given to the Bakhtinris to follow up the raiders and summaril 
punish them, but the only effect has heen that the Khaus have been given compli- 
cated and almost unintelligible instructions to the effect that they may follow 
offenders to thoir frontier, and must. then proceed, in accordance with an elaborate 

m, to give information as to the ‘of the robbers to. the Pars: autho 
‘he Bakhtiaris, meanwhile, are held pecuniarily responsible for robberies which they 
are powerless to punish, Tn this way the Central Government effectually contrive to 
Keep the Baki loggerheads with their neighbours, 

‘The Bakhtiaris are also unfortunately on bad terms with the Sheikh of Moham- 
merah. Disputed ownership of « village and mutual complaints that offenders take 
whage: and And protgetion and) enconragoment from the olor party have rage! 
feeling between the Khang and the Sheikh, Mr, Preece, on his visit to the Bakhtiari 
‘country, was instructed to do his utmost to compose the feud. He spoke seriously to 
the Kthins on the subject, and they promised not to be exacting and to endeavour to 
come to ement on thelr return to their winter quarters. 


Rumours or 1905. 


(A.) Rumonred Cession of Kishm to Russia. 
(B) MeshedTehran Railway Sctieme. 
(©) Rumoured Sale of Seistin Crown Lands, 


(A) Kish, 


‘A rumour has persistently cireulated in the south of Porsia to the effoct that 
the Shah, during his visit fo Péterhof, ceded, sold, or leased tho Island of Kishm to the 
Russians, Tt will be remembered the Bunder Abbas-Henjam telegraph extension, 
built for the Persian Government for the Indo-European Telegraph Department, 
pases neroee this island, and that tho Persian Government have notified to is Riajenty's 
Tezation that they are prepared to pay the cost of the construction of the line and 
have asked for the account. 

German Railway Scheme.—(See under “ Concessions.”) 

Rumoured sale of Meshed-Askhabad road to Russia.—(See under “ Roads.”) 


(B) Meshed—Tehran Railway. 
Rumours haye been current to the effect that the Russian Legation has been 


negotiating with the Persian Government for the early construction of railway from 
Tehran to Meshed, and it is stated that engineers have been surveying the rond. 
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(C) Sale of Seistan Crown Lands. 


May a very circumstantial report was received from Meshed to the effect that 
the NO lands, comprising The greater part of the province, lind ee to 
tle Amin-i-Zarb and the Reis-ut-Tajjar, A ally Behed mee ints, and that the: 

re e money |i oun ined by, from the Russian Bank. ‘ 
eer rest edDowtehy when ached ay to the truth of his report, dented all 
Knowledge of the transaction, and said that it was impossible, asthe consent of the 
Persian Government would have to he obtained in order to make the purchase vali 
His Excellency promised to inquire of the Grand, Viaier, who by that time had s 
for Europe with the Shah, but all his telegrams remained unanswered. : 

Ttissuspested that the Grand Viaier, acting in the names of the Seshed merchant, 

tried to gob en on the Soistan Crown properly a seounity for the lon which head 
made’ to the Shah for the purpose of his European journey. ‘This loan Stee so 
n the names of the merchants, though it was really made by the Grand Vizier 
himself. 























XI—Russtay Acrivity ts Persia ox 1905. 





5 es in Russia itself, 
‘Phe Russo-Japanese war, and the subsequent troubles in Russia itself, have n 
Jed W any rolaaation of Russian activity in Persia on the contrary, the’ following 
list of some of the chief instances of Ru tivity during 1905 would tend to show 
that it las increased rather than dimi 


Farly in the year Russia domanded the erection of lighthouses on the Persian 
Gulf andthe plicing of buoys ia the Gull ports, off ing to survey tho, cout and 
uundortake the necessary work herself, ‘This was refused by the Shab, who, on the 
insistence of tho Russians, ordered the Persian Customs to earry out the work. 
2, Russian Consulates have been established at Linzah and Bunder Abbas 
Pigs Ainatouni Russian offi of the Mistry of Commerc, tas been 
Welling in the south in the interests of Russian trade, 
eave Me Risians have been buying up land in the neighbourhood of Mes 
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With tho Seistan Fronticr Commission, including attempts to stir 
iypresentation of the objects of the Mission in the native 
on Colonel MeMahion’s Water Award addressed personally: 





eronce in the Urmi murder ease, 
var schemes. 
ined attempt to get absolute control of the Meshed-s 





‘an 





9, he attempt, by the exe 
outire Porsian army. 
10. The loan of 100,000/, advanced to the 
of securing the favour of tho heir to t 
Ul, Intrigues agai aM the Tae Cones 
y misrepresenting its charneter to the natives, . 
Wy mio No these way be added tho rumoured intrigues with regard to the Seistan 
Crown lands, the Meshed-Askhabad road, the Island of Kishm, and the Meshed- 
‘ehrin vailway scheme, though it should he noted that these are only rumours. 


¢ of financial pressure, to acquire control of the 







iahil without political conditions as 
throne: ae 
1} Mission, an attempts to discredit it 











With regard to Russian poliey in Persia fn the immediate future, it may be wel 
to quote lier the following extract from Sit A. Hardingcs dospateh No, 126, 
Confidential, of the 10th June, 1905: — 


“OM, Viassolf, my late Russian colleague, who discussed Persian affairs very freely 
with me, used to say that the advocates of the Russian forward policy in the Middle 
Bast placed all tleit hopes in the advent of a Liberal Government in England, and 
could vontinue to play @ waiting but steady game till that event, which was certain, 
sooner or later, to conte shout nor was T ever able to convince him that on questions 
of Imperial, and especially Indian, interests the leaders of both our great parties were 
now agreed.” 
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XIL—Goyeunaent op Ixpia’s Comrraryr as 10 “Uxerrenpiy Aen” ox THe 
PART OF THE PERSIAN GOVERNMENT, 





In the beginning of 1905 the Government of India enumerated ton grievances 
against the Persian Government, characterizing them as “ unfriendly acts,” and asking 
that steps should be taken to secure satisfaction. 

Whe following were the chief of tliem :— 


1. Urmi munders and attack on Captain Gough. 
2, Douglas and Lorimer outrage, 
8, Interference with quarantine arrangements in the Persian Gulf. 
Refusal to reinstate the Hashmet-ul-Mulk in the Governorship of Seistan, 
Interference with the British postal system in the Persian Gulf, 





The remaining five grievances related to various instances of undue activity on 
the part of the Belgian Customs officials in the Persian Gulf, In some of these 
sitisfaction has sinee been given, in others a compromise las been arrived at, and 
in others again the action complained of has tacitly been abandoned, so that it 
is useless to relate in detail the steps taken with regard to thom, But it might 


be of interest to examine biiefly the progress made with the five more important 
grievances enumerated aboy 














1 (a.) Urmi Murders.—The Urmi Mollah was removed from Urmi to ‘Tabree 
though it was stipulated and agreed that he should proc 
promise was given that house property at ‘abreez belonging to Seyid Ghaffer, the 
chief murderer, now imprisoned in Toliran, would he sold, and the profits devoted to 
the payment of compensation tothe family of the: musderod 1. Nothing else 
huas been done, and the accomplices in the murders have heen allowed to escape, in 
spite of frequent warnings as to the absolute necessity of keeping them in close 
custody, while the Commission convened at Urmi to try them has proved a faree 

(bi) Attack on Captain Gough —The Persian Government agreed, under pressure, 
to include this ease among the matters to be eximined at Urmi, His Majesty's 
Consul-General fro1 z spent four months at that place, but absolutely nothing, 
was done, ‘The Persian Government now maintain that Captain Gough galloped 
towands his assailants, and that they were therefore justified in attacking hiin, 

2, Douglas and Lorimer Outrage—Persian Government have agaity do 
responsibility, and declined to pay any compensation. 

3, Interference iwith Quarantine Arrangements in Persian Gulf-—Questions at issue 
have been allowed tacitly to drop. 

4. Hashmat-ul-Mulk.—Porsian Government finally offered hint th Governorship. 
of Seistan, but he declined to accept it, hoping to seetiro that of Kain in addition, Hig 
Majesty's Government are therefore under no furtlier obligation to him, and as the 
advantage of affording lim further support appears doubiful, the matter lias heen 
allowed to drop, 

5, Interference with British Postal System in the Persian Gulf —The 
arrived at at the end of 1004 still continues in practice, |} 
to conclude the proposed! agreement for parcels mails on the 
foree in the Ottoman dominions, and is suspected of an 
question at the Postal Conferences which 


oh 
to Uehran or Meshed, A 


































ied 



















compromise 
Naus hag taken no_ steps 
lines of the system in 
intention to raise the whole 
meet at Rome in the spring of 1906, 


this disposes of the grievances set forth by the Government of India in. the 
beginning of 1905. While some of them have heen settled ‘or compromised, others 
alleviated, and others aggravated, it may be well to enumerate here some of the chict 
cases which during the past year bave formed the subject of fruitless representations 
to the Persian Government on the part of His Majesty's Legation :— 


1, Scistan Water Award : Persian Government refuse to accept. 


2. Petroleum Agreement with Bakhtiari Khans : Persian Government refuse to 
recogni: 























Status of Bahrei Persian Government declare them to be Persian subjects, 
and in an official note accuse His Majesty's officers of consistently intriguine for the 
overthrow of the authority of Persia in lier lawful territory. 
4, Attack on Mr. Consul Graliame’s escort at Metirabad. 
5, Illegal taxes in: South Persia : ‘The Central Government state that these ore 
charges levied by guilds for actual services rendered, though the local authorities 
{1613} 31 
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<s their inability to remit them 
intai ey are Government taxes, and profess their inability a 
eiets hates of the Central C pyerment They are, moreover, expressly 
abolished by the terms of the “ Roglement Légal.’ ye rele 
ely alia to pent tnpareof all ora ara forthe defence of Ui Mafet 
Consulates at Meshed and in Seistan. iidings at Kubek without givine the ae 
(UO ities Grr ent ina Sei aS REe 
May J (Apology necepte) 
itude with regard to the grain embargo on the Karun. area 
§ Ramus to wate outstanding British claims, especially those of Bushire 
‘of which have now been outstanding for from five to ton years. Kae 
ere Oe palluge ts tak. hash essary steps for restori onder in th 
, tough eons neil of the inevitable result of their inaction, 
ae ERAT EE Rene Co US DARL x permission fo punish, Kubgela 
peas nig across the horiler into their territory to plunder on the Bakhi 






































12, Tnsistence by the Persian Government on their right to build a customs 












ont to the Karguzari by His Majesty's 
Consulate, and rofisal ent to: Onter hie fading official to 
vonstuate, andl rofns 


apologize 








(9428) No. 220, 
Mr E. Grant Dug to Sir Kinard Grey. —(Received March 19.) 
fe) Tehran, February 27, 1906. 
on id instant, T have the honour 
1 










to inelost opie 

Idol Tha 
Govormment of the 1 
Shah, contd 


dence onthe subject of Henjan. tt 
nt iu no Beene anne to my note to the Persian 
the Mushir- Dowleh verbally informed me that the 
right of His Majesty's Government to the he uses, 
sion granted in 1868, which make hho referen to as a 
judded that if His Maj Government desire land at Ho jam a formal 
suid Nee to ia Sh eis mane un Sah en 
AUDSeD teh atsctveangen aalereoubaaoen wetkoRaie ees 
dia tation in Rena Gia TRA ACER SRN ERS ate y 
Hath SPERM supply. Tt was, T said, unreasonable to expect 
ue ia ae Ml work on an nd without control over an extent of land 
FUT on iGeierUs watias TLAUaHONUIISEae TE ETC oeLa 











i thie Cone 


























3 on the following day addressed to 
‘of yo logram No, 34 of the 20th instant, and on Mi soy 
HEGRE aee py of whieh 1 have the honour to transmit herewith, I haye 





reeled no reply fo he Papin, Goverment Lo my lat a ae 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 220, 
Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Mr. E. Grant Dut 


Genearg 25, 1000: 

VE reeeived your note of the 22nd October, 1905, respecting Henjam, and 

aliens amnion Ui iitess I rsapaileen Monat fe that inthe 

hogicning, when the Persian Goverment g's permission for the construction af 
téleurnphroice at Honjam by tho English, the permission was. ba 





















215 
regulations and ma 


PS which were at the time sent by the Fore 
Legation. Tn the 


conversation I had the honour to have 
in onder that I mig! 
ice with it. 





Tequested you to send me the original map, 
any measures whic 


b may be not in necontan 








——<—————— 
Tnelosure 2 in No. 220, 
Mr. E. Grant Duff to Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 


February 12, 1906, 
I HAD the honour to receive your note of the 25th ultimo, stating that when the 


Darna overument in the rst matance gave permision for te a lishment of the 
British telographoffice at Honjam, that permigeion, wie Morac cortain regttlations 


and map sent at the time by the Perian Foreign Department to His Majesty's 
Legation, % 


T have the honour to inform, your F 


such maps or m: ‘The only map T ean discovor. connecter 
with the Hen; inclosed, Tt was apparently drawn by, 
Hie Jate Sir J. Champain, then Assistant Director of the Tran: Buropean Telegraph 
Department, and merel: shows the position of the yarious by lings without reference 
toland. It was tm ismitted to Mirza Said Khan, ‘on the 28rd March, 1868, As your 
Brealey is awaro, T communicated to you some tims ten map showing approxi 
mately thy its of the British t legraph station when it was abandoned in 1880, 


T am directed by His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State to inform your 
Excelleney: that Tis Majesty's der flint the acquicscence of the 
P pation of the Land at Henjam trom 


Persian Governiient in the wctual fet of the oo 
nt to the formal concession of the 


2866 (to 1880 anust he regarded: as uquivale 
said land, 

——— 
Inclosure 














celleney that T have been unable to 
ap in the Legation archivos. 


imi telegraphi-office is that now 
o 





any 






















n No, 220, 


Mr. B. Grant Duff to Mushir-ed-Donteh, 


Hebruary 20, 1906, 
TAD the lioiour yesterday to inform your Exeolloney, in the course of our 


‘arding Henjam, that reports had reached Lis Majesty's. Governmont, 
ble source that the Dary ended to proceed to that island to 
force the resident Arabs to * Or to expel thom in case of disobedience. 
pane Bxcolleney denied all kuowledgo uf such an intention the part of th 
Mee fate, Gult Posts, and. promised to inguin trom the Geen Vizier if his 
Highness had given such instructions, 
s JT hind the honour: to inform your B: 
’s Government, desirable that th 
m shall be satis! 
instant, placed before your Bxeclloney. the . emnment with 
regard to the matter. question’ is: dis Government 
must object to ar 
endanger the Bri 
the Dary 











































of 
such measures, 
a ship of war to the island 

Meney, much oxei 








ng the Arabs, who 
In these circumstances 
weasuo which might lead 





to regrottable consequences, 


<As soon as w satisfactory agreement: has heon reached regarding the limits of the 
{ograph station, Tam tostite that iis Majesty's Government ent he prepared, should 

1 Persian Government so d i Amib community their recognition 
of Persian sovereignty, A their acquiescence, 


eee 



















and the Kallanis differed, Azim-us-Sultanch had written to at 
to soni a “maamoor,” who should be both “ maamoor'’ 
‘The “maamoor” came, and decided that th 
‘and as Seyyid Khod 

picee-goods, twenty days’ delay wa ° 
pie iisotver of the two districts qt should he proved, that district should be 

















Second Statement of Seyy 








‘DIT loads were confided to me myself, in Bus . r 
{wo days ahead of the caravan from Kazeroun to Shir, and T intrusted the 
broth 

id Kurban Ali arrived, and in 














vrote a note to his Highness A: m-us-Sultaneh, and 
ess Ail 
day but one 
"sent me to Kallant 








and then, the ni 

















‘o stated that T myself had not bes 
eed me 

and again returned ine to the 

t once enlled for sticks, and, after hi 

it to the Cossack, 








Khan requesting 
nd expert on behalf of 
theft had heen in the 
fa Rahm had insisted in respect of one bale of 
s requested of him, at the expiration of which time, 











‘Those few words have heen written by way of a deed of delay. 


{On verso seals of Mollah Fathullah and 
Kerbelai Gholam Ali.) 


Tnelosure 4 in No, 222, 


Khoda Rahm, Muleteer, regarding Theft of one bale Piece 
property of Messrs. Dizon, in Dashti-barm. 


in Shiraz. 






but as Thad busi 


and, four or five days after my 
nevliately on arrival of the loads 
Fo or threo days later the 
togetlier 
us-Sultaneh, —Azim-us-Sulta abused me 
is reply. I took it to Hajji Muhammad 
to get the merchandi About nine 
after one day—du 

ishire, and about ten or 
writing Cor [ilelay of] 





, Seyyid: Kurhan Al 















Sadiq Shustari, 



















ant (a Cossack) before the 
acts. ‘The second oe as he 
third day—whie was the day he beat 
At first the Sardar questioned me fi 
stolen, and if 
thore, but that 
Sultaneh, who made no ing} 
he Sardar niade no further inquiry from 
ing mo, he wrote an order nd gave 










nm 
to the 






















Aim 
anlar, 








(Seal of Khoda Rahm, muleteer) 











* LMAVE the lionpur to transmit hen 
Porsia, whicli have not been recon 








AS regards the repai 
General of Kho is 









No. 


Mn, B, Grunt Duff to Sir Bdicard Grey. (Received March W.) 


Tehran, Murch 1, 1906, 
vith a monthly summary of events in 
ai in separate despatches 

T have, &e. ?, 
(Signal) EVELYN GRANT DUFE. 











Tuclosure 1 in N 


Monthly Summary of Events in Persin, March 1, 1906. 


Meshed. 





to the Meshed 
(to have posi 




















to Russia instead. 





arrived there on the 10th Jan 


th 
the Russian Leg 
his pos 


cistan telegraph Tine, the Governor- 
information that they were earried out 





by tite Russians with Russian money, apparently with the consent of the Minister of 
‘Telegraphs at Tehran. 

2, ‘The Turks in Meshed have been much excited by accounts of outrages com- 
mitted by Armenians at Tiflis, Alarming rumours of events at Tehran were also 
current in the town, where it was stated that the Shah lind been deposed, 

3. A disease, at first reported to be plague, broke out at Turbat-i-Sheilkh Jam 
last month, but it was diagnosed as diphtlieria by a Russian doctor who Was sent to 
inquire into it, and subsequently Captain Battye, our Consulate Doctor at Meshed, 
was deputed to make investigations. Captain Smythe, Military Attaché at Meshed, 
who passed through Askhabad towards the end of January on his return to his post, 
brought a message to Major Sykes from the Governor of that town to the effect that 
he was sending 150 Cossacks with some doctors from Pul-i-Khatun to 'furbnt in 
connection with the outbreak, but as nothing more has been heard on the subject, it 
would seem that the project hss fallen through, The Mushir-ed-Dowleh, when 
questioned, stated that no report ad reached! him of the dispatch of Ttusian 

vossacks. 

4 M. Klemm, the new Russian Consul-General, is not, expected to. take up liis 
post till the autumn. Meanwhile M. Reschetoff, frightened, it is said, by the reports of 
plague in Seistan, lias left, leaving a very junior offlect, M. de Giers, in cha 
Tformation has ‘reached ‘Major ‘Sykes that the. store of ais handed ‘over by 
M, Reschetoif amounts to between 400 and 500 rifles, 

5. Tt hay also been reported that 900 rifles were being smuggled into Seistan b; 
the Russians, and that these passed Moshed in Decembor. ‘The Mushie-ed-Dowell 
lias telegraplied to the Persian Commissioner now in Seistan, telling him to look out 
for these, 

6. His Majesty’s Consul-General has secret information that, in addition to the 
land they have y acquired at Tukkiabad, the Russians are trying to purchase 
large tracts to the north and north-east of Meshied. 

7. The Japanese traveller, whose movements have been reported, loft Meshed for 


7 
Seistan, arriving at Bandan on the 6th February, 























Seistan, 


1, ‘The Yamin-i-Nizam has been recalled! from Seistan, and is, it is said, to be 
sent to Lahijan, on the western frontier, presumably in connection with the dispute 
with the Turks.’ He is to return eventually to. Seistan, where his place is meanwhile 
to be taken by the ItishamculeWazara, ‘The Karguaar has also icon recalled anit 
AL. Molitor, of the Customs, is proceoding on leave in March. 

2 The onthreak of 


ue, and the arrangements for preventing, its spread, are 
separately reported. 


3. Asa sequel to the murder of the Persian Customs official nt Yeudan, which 
was reported in Inst: month's summary, the headless corpses of cislit Persians hinye 
recently been found near that phico, ‘They were apparently. on tlieir return fron 
Herat, whither they had gon 1a question of robbery, ‘Chis part of 
the frontier generally is at present much disturbed. 




























Birjand. 


ement has been caused owing to a Russian Armenian employed 
fon the telegraph line being found in company with a Mahommedin woman, Aver 

‘ing soundly beaten the pair were handed over to the authorities by a righteously. 
indignant priesthood, and it was at first suggested that the man should be made to 
expiate his offence by becoming a convert to Islam. For this, however, he demanded 
am increase in his salary, and it was eventually decided that he should be deported 













Kerman, 


Colonel Stewart, who has been appointed His Majesty's Consul at Kerman, 






Y: 
Russian Consul, left on the 28th January, the local report being 
to Bandar Abbas. He has been appointed frst dragoman to 
tion at ‘Tehran, and is probably now on his way to take up 


M. Miller, t1 
he was going 













































Yexd. 





Prince Amatouni, the Russian Commercial Agent, was in Yead at the beginnin: 
of the year, where he bought samples of the principal goods to be found in the bazaar, 
and took notes of the names of the leading merchants. From there he went to Kerman, 
and afterwards to Bandar Abbas. 


Abneas. 


1. Captain Lorimer, who hias been on leave, returned to Ahwaz at the end of 
December, and took over the Vice-Consulate from Major Morton, R.E. 

2, With reference to the report of fighting in Luristan, mentioned in Jast month’s 
summary, it appears that a party of Lurs from the neighbourhood of Birijird, under 
the leadership of Shahab-i-Lashker, entered the Direkyena country, and, after a severe 
fight, in which they were reinforced ‘by a party of Sagvends sent by Kbanjan Khan, 
thoy made their way through to Dizhol, where he was well received by the Salar 
Muazzim, Governor Of Shuster. 

3. Mr, Reynolds, of the D'Arey Oil Syndicate, left Ahwaz for the oil-fields at the 
end of December, taking with hin & large amount of plant and an enormous quantity 

ided at Ahwaz, Canadian drillers and 
country.  Unfortunatel 
former Ukhani and Ubegi, of the Bakhtiaris, and the appointment 
of Haji Ali Kuli Khan as Chief of the tribe, has thrown the whole country into a 
tate of disorders the ronds are unsafe, and fighting lms taken place between the 
adherents of the different Chiefs. The Oil Syndicate have already had difficulties 
about the guards with which the Bakhtiaris lind agreed to provide them, and th 
party lave been urged to quit the scene of their work. ‘The late Ikhani and: Mbes 
aro nov in ‘Toliran, and the arrival of Haji Ali Kuli Khan is expected shortly, when it 
is hoped flat some arrangement will he come to by which at Yeast the maintenanes of 
order in the he assured, 

4, The Moi inv Intoly brought out an engineer—a Mr, MeCormick—: 
Tngland to advise him tgarding various projects which he contemplates: Te visited 
with him the Island of Hormuz and the sulphur deposi Kishm, in neither of 
whicli places Mr, MeCormick considered that a paying industry could. be He 
‘yas afterwards called upon to give advice as to the damning of the Karan at Shuster 

he building of a light railway from Mohammerah to Shuster, and other 

ays or rods MeCormick thought that much might be done 

Hie at Shuster, and. strongly advocated the construc. 

from Mohammorahi to that. town, which would, he said, be 

inexpensive and easy to construct, ‘The Moinut-Tujjar, however, objected, on the 
ju that it would offend the religious susceptibilities of the people. 

























































































Khurrawabad. 


rious disonlers 
Deputy-Governor. 
‘was in a state of commotion for some time, the bazaars were elosed, andl all 
as at a standst 


It is roporterl that, 
took place in tle town, 
‘he tow 

usinoss 











Bandar Abbas. 


‘Whe question regarding the eable-house (see last month's Summary) is. still 
unsettled, dnd-meanwhile the wire cannot be used, ‘The Darya Bexi, Governor of the 
is now at Bandar Abb aud the Director of Persian Telegraphs, from 
Bushite, is inquiving into the ms » further steps will be taken pending the 
receipt of his opin y 
























' recent aggressions on the Bushine ro 
caravans using it ts compuratively swiall. The posting armagemonts between Tspahan 
and Shiraz aro at present extremely bad, and at some staxes horses are not procurable, 
‘Whe low postal authorities are now making an eifurt to renedy this 


deen reported, but the number of 
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Ispakan. 






__ Prince Dabija has returned to his post as Russian Consul at Ispalian, M. Tcher- 
Kine, who has been acting for him, has received orders to go to Bombay to relieve 
M. Klemm, pending the arrival of the newly-appointed Consul-Gener 

A German merchant has been for some time in Ispahan trying to introduce 
synthetically manufactured indigo in place of the Indian product. 














Resht, 








large number of priests and theologieal students have taken sanethary, asa 
protest against the return of the Prince Azad-ul-Mulk as Governor-General, 












Tabrees, 





A telegram from Tabreez has been received to the offect that reports have 
recently been current of the disappearance and murder of several Armenians, Tn 
reply to inquiries, the Karguzar said that the body of a murdered man, said to be that 
of an Armenian who had disappeared a fortnight before, had Intely been found near 
the town. Armenians have heen requested to avoid, as far ns possible, going to the 
bazaars during the first half of Muharram, and all necessary measures have been taken 
to check disturbances. Some uneasiness prevails in the tow 

‘Mr. Wratislaw left Urmi on the 28rd February, and 
‘Tabroca by the end of the month. 
















































Astrabad, 


‘Phere is much satisfaction in Astrabad over the removal from the Goyernox 
of the Salar Afklim, who has arrived in ‘Tehran, His: successor is said to bo tho 
Azam-ud-Dowleh 








Tehran. 
















‘The Sh 





who is in relatively good health, has spent most of the month at 
Dosatianteys, 2 shooting-box near the town. ‘the Naib-us-Saltanch, a younger 
brotlicr of the Shall, lias heen appointed Minister of War, ‘This ix, gencrally 
considered a severe blow to the Grand Vizier, ‘he Naib was Minister of War and 
Governor of Teliran in the time of Nasrud-Din Shah, Mr, Grant Duff and Colonel — @ 
Douglas called on His Imperial Highness and congratulated him on his appointment, } 
‘he Nail id not seem to think any great improvement in tho army possible, | 
Maliarrain Hogan on the 20th Pebruary, but bho town is stil quit 
Sardar-i-Kul has boen appointed to. command the troops in. Azerbaijan. 


























Nayer-ed-Dowleh is at present Governor of Tehran. 
‘The Grand Vizier is confined to his house with gout, 











Tnelosure 2 in No. 


Matters dealt with in separate Despatches. 





Number aud Date of 
‘Matter ale with wear 





Dang’ ath ee 
ivistien for 1905 


lof Seraidar  « oe 
rein Mission's Report and suggest 
Government . : 
tel eat 
Malik Sish extension 6 Sgt 
rut Mollh wnd signallers on Meshed-Seistan tine. > 8 
Urmimurlere ee ge ARS ca 
waty 22, 1906, 


Plogue fa Sestan 


Persia loons os om * 
Statue of The ‘ if 


aside 
forciguers shout 
ati AONE 


fn Cons 
Tooter 





(9434) 


aM Tehran, Febri 
i Shalt Abdul Azim, as 

INCE the return of the Mollahs from Shah Al I, 

Atel No 28 of the 80th ultimy, little of importance has occurred in ‘Teh 
Tae ty AE ERE EEE NE AS 1 generally helieved that 
iHiere may bo disturbances the month of Moharran, which began last Sunday 
ae i sthor the Shih will carry out 

Tvould appent that the Ulemanre ethos the Shh will earty ou 
the Ray they have demanded, and a poate q Mujtehid mend ee 
y presonice that if the Persian Government did not take the necessary s th 
Norlin March 22nd) pressure would bo brought to bear to make thei fulfil their 
ane tains i i y the financial situation, which is be. 
Thu state of affairs is much complicated by the financial Y 
coming duly mont serious. As J had the honour to report, the Freneh Chars 
a AM recently told me, on the authority of the Director ‘of the Russian a He 
i amient were insisting on’ the dismissal of the present Grand Vizier, 
sind Thad declined to, consid question of a Tost unless the negotiations were 
carried on through M. Naus, who, it isstated, has been. summoned from Cor a ino 
war, however, from the Grand Vizier application forthe a, om oul 
isty's Government last July, that up to the present he has not sue in 
, altliough the evil day may be 
money from various rich men. 
svonts {0 
Ain-ed-Dowleh 
Ataleg, Ali Astiger Klian, whose record 
Saltanch, Vi sess under the a 
aime yes ago, When Governor of Arabi y 
Migedy's Lasition, iva ebinparatiyely enlightened mn anid ve 


5 


is, however, over seventy, and I do not know whether he would be equal to the 
laborious and thankless office of Grand Vizier. i 

As I have already reported, there is no doubt that the Ulema are receiving both 
moral, and what they much prefer, pecuniary support trom high officials, About a 
fortnight ago the Minister of Commerce, who was for some years the representative of 
Persia in Brussels, was suddenly seized and transported to Yeed, papers having been 
discovered implicating him in the movement against the Government which is at 
present going on. 

It is cortain that, in Tehran, at least, the priesthood, merchants, and generally 
the well-to-do classes are slowly becoming aware that, their Government is extremely 
bad; the example of Russia is before their eyes, and every event in that feountey is 
eagerly watched. ‘The document Thad the honour to forward in my despatch No, 24 
of the 81st ultimo would seem to show that there are men among the malcontents qwho 
Have a clearidea of whatis required to effect-a reformin theadiinistration, Whether 
Persians are capable of establishing an efficient Goveramentis, I think, doubtful, but it 
is certain that discontent with the present state of things is widespread and. growing, 
and inay before long cone to a head, 

‘The immediate future will probable depend on the attitude of Russia, If she can 
impose such conditions in return for a loan as practically to make Persia her vassal, 
the present unsatisfactory Government may blunder on for some time to come. If 
Russia also refuses financial assistance, Ido not see how Persia can avoid bankruptoy, 
followed by foreign financial control, and probably proceded by a period of intornal dis. 
turbance, I presume that in refusing Persia a loan His Majesty's Government. have 
carefully considered what may be the result-of a total breakdown in the already worn 
out administrative machine of this country, 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF, 





{9436} No, 225. 


aca) Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 19.) 
(No. 62) 
“4 Tehran, March 1, 1906. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a despatch trom His 
Majesty's Consul at Shiraz regarding affairs in that tow 

AS I had the honour to report in my telegram of the 9th ultimo, on the 
th uling if was ofeinly announced that nbal-vd-Dowloh, brother of the Va 
Makiisus, had been appointed Governor-General of Fars, When it was subsequently 
proclaimed from the pulpit of one of the principal mosques that tho Prince Shoa.es 
Saltanch would not return, owing to the state of his health, the news was received 
with shouts of “ Alhamdullillahi!” hank God), ‘The town was illuminated, and on 
the following Saturday the shops reopened, Tt now appears that the announcement 
of the appointment of Tgbal-ed-Dowleh was the result of a misapprehension on the 
part of tie authorities of Fars, and that, at all events for the present, the Vi 

akhsus will continue to carry out the duties of Governor-General of the province, 
Of his capacity as an administrator T know little, as he has generally lived in Tehran, 
and has held offices about the Shah's person; but T have personally been acquainted 
with him for many years, and believe him to be a humane man, with as much sense of 
justice as a Persian ever hs 

‘On the whole, during the greater portion of February the condition of Shiraz has 
deen normal; but on the 27th ultimo Mx Grahame sported that « deputation of 
traders and others waited on him, and complained that no clear intimation of the 
High Commissioner's status had been given them, and that nothing had been done as 
Yet to redress their gricvances. ‘They announced their intention of taking “bast” 
At His Majesty’s Consulate on the 7th March next. 

Afr. Grahame pointed out, in reply, that the recent fall in the price of bread and 

provement in the security of the Bushire road were proofs of the High Commis- 
forts to introduce reforms, and he also promised to bring their grievances to 
his Excellency's notic / 

T do not think it likely that any attempt will be made to force the Shoa-es- 
Saltaneh again on the Pe le of Fars. Should His Highness return there he will 
almost certainly he killed ; but it fs only natural {hat the Shah should do what he ean 
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his face, It is, I think, probable that, unless further disturbances on a large 
tee Georg, the Shoa-ee-Seltanck will romain here, with the title of Governor-General 
of Fars, and the Vaair-iMakhsus will really administer the province. ‘The Prince 
hhas, however, beon so oppressive and is so cordially hated that the fact of his retaining: 
exen a titular connection with Fars may be reentel by his late subject 
ave, Re Me 
(Signed) ' EVELYN GRANT DUEF. 





Tnelosure 1 in No. 225. 





Consul Grahame to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 


Shiraz, January 27, 1906, 
"WAH reference to correspondence on the situation at Shiraz, ending with my 
vasenan Korg T have now the honour to inelose herewith copy of & Tottor addressed 
Bye yestentay to Mirza Thrahim jn the hope of detering the maleontents from 
king refuge in this Consulate, ‘ 
ann renting this Letter 1 havo purposely mado a slight and vague allusion only to 
four procedure in enses of porsons taking “bast” and have dwelt rather upon the 
disadvantage which might result to the malcontents from such a step in the present 
Sant sincw the arrival yesterday morning of the Vazir-i-Makhsus there has been « 
ceowsation of the clamour and firing, which had teen very vigorously maintained since 
past, on the 25th instant, ‘ cot 
: es i ‘Consulate munshi who carried my letter of congratulation to the Vazi 
Makhsuy an hour or two after his acrival 1 leamt that the latter had sent his nephew 
(? MoizauleDowleh) to interview the leaders of the malcontents in the Shalt Cheragh, 
Fut the crush hnd heen so great that he was nearly suffocated and had to beat 
rotreat. * 
he tone of the reply letter brought to me, and still more 
aes aeconpanying it, was most friendly, and this tone was 
ferviow of about: forty minutes which I had this afternoon at 
course of it the Vazir-ieMakhsus dil not seruple to make several op 
ine-Dowleh and incidentally to elaud the ex-Atabox. . 2 
Tn answer to inquiries as fo my opinion of the Prince's administration, T pointed 
out that Ils Imperial, ighnos appente to me to ae lft the the hands of 
Sara while he hinself studi botany, physiology, Se» and that 1 enuld only 
snormities practised: towards ilefenceless ryots from the action of the 
towards the British and Russian Gor 


(No.8) 
Sir, 
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threats at the 




























rments in the matter of 





(rs authori 
yahdari!” e itecranant 
(Quoting the proverD that there is no smoke without fie, said that T found it 
ditiolt to beliove that the many complaints, exaggerated as some may be, were 
without n measiire of justification, A : 
Hee VasieteMfakinus Tad me to understand that ho is impressed with a sense of 
the injustices committed, Te informed me that this evening he is to have a private 
ineoting with the leaders of the movement, and hopes to induce thei in a day or tivo 
to leave the Shah Cheragh ani reopen the shops. Ie proposes, “after sending off the 
Sardar,” to move into town and conduct inquiries into the various grievances. In 
answer to his appeal for my support, I replied that I was most ready to further his 
‘iforts, but that my difficulty lay in. my inability to give an answer toa question put 
fo meon so many sides as to the Prince's resignation, THe then explained that the 
Central Government proposes, as soon as the malcontents have withdrawn from the 
shrine and their present defiant attitude, to assure them that the Prince will not 
return to Pars; and added that His Imperial Highness would probably continue to 
tajoy the title of Governor-General of Fars in Tehran, while the Administration of the 
pov vi 01 ed to a Deputy-Governor on the spot. 
province would he eonfied to a Deputy. ee 
(Signed) |G. GRAHAME. 
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Inclosure 2 in No, 225. 


Consul Grahame to Mirza Ibrahim. 


January 26, 1906. 
‘THE day before yesterday an honourable person, Moin-ul-Islam, informed me on 
your behalf that you and your friends have perhaps the intention of coming to this 
Consulate, and made some inquiries on this subject, which T answered verbally. 
Thaye, however, thought it well to repeat my answer in writing. 
It is evident that, according to use and custom, admission to this Consulate is 





not refused to any one, great or small; but 1 would particularly express the hope that 
before you or your fricuds take a step which may be a cause of anger to His Imperial 
Majesty the Shah, and create coolness in the heart of His Majesty's Special Envoy, 
that you will most carefully consider the mattor whether the resulf of such action will 
be profitable or injurious to the object which you have in view 

Tam convinced that persons of good sense and political insight who have waited 
patiently for nearly, three months will not in one hour throw away the fruit of their 
trouble; and, in tay personal opinion, if you and the honourable persons who are with 
you were to take refuge in this Consulate, the prestige of the Persian Government 
nd of the Church (‘Millat ") might in some measure be diminished. 

In any ease, T would request that, should you, after due consideration, decide to 
come to this Consulat ou will be kind enough, in all courtesy, to give mo notice of 
your intention three days beforehand, in writing, so that I may give due notic 
His Majesty's Legation and take the necessary stops. 



































[9437] No. 226, 

Mr. E, Grant Duf to Sir Edward Grey —(Received March 19.) 
(No. 63.) 
Sir, 





Agreeme 
‘The appointment of th Assad ( 
Bakhiiaris may lead to grave trouble. As T hia 
Sultanch (the late Hkhani) and the Shahab-os-Sultanch) (the Ibegi) are now in Toran 
and Mave verbally informed me that they are exceedingly uneasy as regards the future 
and of the menace to British interests constituted by the disunion caused by the 
intrigues of tho Sardar Assad, At their urgent request T addressed, the note, copy. of 
which I inclose, to the Grand Vizier, and you will sce that his Highness states that 
he has taken the necessary measures to replace the guards, 

It is stated that the Sardar Assad is coming to Tehran and in that event I shall 
do what can to induce the Chiefs to come to some understanding, at all events as 
rogards the Naplitlia Agreement and the upkeep of the toad. 

From what I hear of the relations between the rival factions of the tribes, I fear 
this will be difficult, If I fail to persuade the Sardar Assad of the great danger to 
the tribe caused by the present disunion 1 propose, pending the receipt of your 

nstructions, to give the Samsam-es-Sultaneh and the [begi such support as I properly 
can, without compromising their relations with the Persian Goveroment, Tho Shabab- 
es-Sultanch came to me last ‘Tuesday night and Tsay him alone, He contidentially 
informed me that if the Sardar Assad continued his present intrigues, he proposed on 
his return to Bakhtiristan to have recourse to arms, I declined to give any opinion ot 
tie wistoon of such astep bit I warned Him that olvl war would nelly be U0 tho 
adyantage of his faction, unless they were so strong as to render victory a practical 
certainty. He volunteered the information that the Chiefs of his faction believeil the 
end of the Persian Government aud the Kajar dynasty was rapidly approching, and 
that the meeting of a representative assembly in’ Russia would find its echos in this 
country, Tn theso circumstances the Samsam-es-Sultaneh and himself were of opinion 
that sfvong tnensures alone Could save tho tibo, in anst of EN6 intoraal Matuatsnoos 
which would certainly follow any breakup of the present administrative systom, Ho 
added that, a8 far as he could judge, a conspiracy was on foot in Tehran in which 
not only the Mollalis but many leading Persians were implicated. 








realy reported tho Samsan-o8- 
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1, of course, made no remark regarding the situation here; but it was interesting 
fo heat the views of a powerful frikal Chief on political affairs. 
have, &e. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 226, 


Maior Cox to Mr. B. Grant Duff 
(No. 11, Conflaential,) 
Sir, Bushire, January 26, 1906. 
IN continuation of my telegrains Nos. 10 and 11 of the 23rd instant, with reference 
to the nogleot by the Bakhtiari Khaus of the provisions of their Agreement with the 
Oil Syndivate regarding the safeguarding of its work and property, £ have the honour 
to forward herewith for your information copies of the letter, with its inclosures, 
which T have recoived {rom His Majesty's Vice-Consul, Ahwaz, on the subject, 
Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) P. Z, COX. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 226. 


Vice-Consul Lorimer to Major Cox. 


Sir, Ahwaz, January 17, 1906, 

1 HAVE the lionour to forward inelosed copies of letters received this morning 
from Mr. Reynolds, of the Oil Syndicate, with whom T have also. just had a 
conversation. 

Tahoold suggest that the Legation be telegraphed to in the sense requested by 
Mr. Reynolds, except in so far as reference to the Persian Government is suggested, 
‘course which I'do not think could be consitered otherwise than as at once 
futile and unvvise in fthe last degree. Tn conversation Mr. Reynolds admitted. this 
view 

ro tivo questions involved, the first and lesser being the method of 

he guards. Under the form of Agecoment which has been made, 

Constant trouble is to be anticipate, ‘Che Khans have pocketed the money, and it is 
fot in the nature of thes people to make arrangements by which subordinates 
receive their dues, It has, L believe, heen exactly the stine thing in ayy ng labour 
for the ropaieof the rou: ‘The vecond and more serious matter is the grave (sie) 
among: tho Khanis themselves following the change of the official heads of the 
tribe 

‘nwo powerful factions have been formed, sind hostilities have been engaged 
(vide Diaty of the 16th instant), Tdoubt the power of the new Iikhani, the Sardar 
Assad, to guarantee the s y of the party at Marmaten. 

‘Mh situation of tho parties is as follows i— 

Of te signitories to the Ageeement the Samsam and the Shabab-es-Sultaneh 
Delong toone faction, and the Sardar Assad with, T believe, the Sarim-ul-Mulk, the 
owner of land at Marmaton, to the other. 

"As fir as T ean see, our only chanice of arriving at a modus vivendi lies in putting 
aside altogether quasi-oflicial relations (eg. in putting pressure on the Sardar Assa 
‘as Hkhani to take neti as in approaching the thre parties to the Agreement 
Privately as such, ‘The ifipossbility of careying on work on the present hyphagaed 
Vonditions eau be pointed out to them, and the importance of their own interests 
(rich are at atake, and they can be urged to try to come to some mutual under 
Manding on this one affair of ours, which is in no way connected with: their present 
disagreements, 

Unforlunately, none of the Chiefs can he reached at present from here. ‘The 
Santar Assad las not yet come down tofthe plains, and it is problematic whether 
fotter could he got through to him, ‘The other two are probably at Tehran. I shall, 
if possible, open communication with the Sardar Assad, 

T have, &. 
(Signed) LORIMER, Captain, 
His Majesty's Vice-Consul, Arabistan, 


Inclosure 3 in No, 226, 
Mr. Reynold to Vice-Consul Lorimer. 


Dear Sir, 

s é Alwas, January 17, 1906, 
ano 7h, HAVE the honour to inclose copes of me letters of tho 25th Norsater tat 

187th December, 1905, to the address of his Bxcelleney the Tikhani of the Baklitiars, 
copies of which were sent to their Excellencies the Ibegiand the Sardar Assad, When 
J informed you that, in the Agreement with these Chiefs, they are to receive quarterly 
aulvance 5001, for safeguarding us and our works and property, you will recognize 
that Thaye a right to expect that which Thave not yet had, viz,an offictent. guard 
capable of preventing my work being hindered by irresponsible tribesmen, I have 
shown gou the tmo notes of my surveyor date the Sth anid 9th current, in the later 
of which Tam told that the representative of the Khans has written asking him to 
telegraph fo me to unload my material at Shakhe, not in the Bakhtiari country at all 
Tes needless to sty that Tam not doing so, but I propose going on with my work and if 
it is found necessary to engage guards I will do so-and pay them myself, advising 
the three Khans named above that £ have heen obliged toto so, T now would ask 


you to be so good as to st the Pol f i 
You toe so good ax to request the Politica an to be so good as to 


iol as_por Agreement, copy. 
move the Persian Govern 


pproach them and get them to, struct Savim-ul-Mulk, 
ida lois present trouble, to come himself or send down 
in with us, 

If a copy of the message’ is sent to him, tlie §: 
__, If scopy of te message’ is sont to him, tlie Sarimeul-Mulk, fo me at: Alyvad 
<ih Bushes, T vill so it through to him at Matanie, where T understand he i 
iat gout may appreciate the ungency of this fo us et mo fll you that, should 
ives Lane ou ont Mnrniaten, after having transported there our machinery, 
SE apes Hoe work at anata months an th Yes of out property, 
hic e impossible to remove, will be very considerable, and our prestigo will 
suffer to an extent which only long time will efface & ree if thes 
Sivaget among whom we have to work ae 


it is th cireumstanei 
ces, tliat Task your help, and, trusting j 
aay see to render mo the assistance asked, Tam, Se. ies 


(Signed) G. B. REYNOLDS, 


Tuclosure 4 in No, 


Ar. Reynolits to Samaayn-rs-Sultuneh, 


My dear Friend, 

T AM writing to you, Hoping 
pleasant a journey as’may be poss 
sufely 
possible. 

T also write to tell you of my 

zan\| and Maidovid, and Tam lea 
wed in making plans a 

ing you T went to Jun 
Excellencies the Sa: 
signatures on the receipt for the payment I made to you and them, 

‘You will pleaso convey’ to° them, and accept: yourself; my. best 
hospitality 1 enjoyed during my stay in the Chilar Niall Tata ee 
a nember pt pleasure, Personally, T wish you were coming this year to Ram 
wT of going to Tehran, Dut it cannot he; so T must liope that tl 
the SARS 

All the sowars who have accompanied me from the time T left Ardal va 
a aaa era ete eae La fs CMLL 
money steiaeaes having received none from those who sent them, adding that it 

aS aN 


. Chardine, Novenber 28, 1905. 
sti may Shi ou in god heath to vis fu ae 
as le, and that you and yours inay aerive in ‘Teh 
thot aby wccident and with as little diseonifort and” bad weather a 


Tehra reaches 
ling; you to pass stich oners as you may find expedient on 
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was the custom for English travellers to feed them and their horses, and to pay them 
when they were sont with any such trayeller. In consequence of this, I not having 
paid them, 1 went to-day to See your Nai fukumat at Ram Hormuz to tell him 
the state of affairs, namely, that the guards did not wish to stop with me, that, though 
not travelling by day, they declined to watch by night, and that Shabaz, whom you 
yourself had ordered to come with me to show me the routes into Maidun-i-Naphtun, 
had expressed himself desirous of leaving me at Ram Hormuz. The result of my 
interview with him was that I should write you this letter explaining the situation. 

‘When at: Kaln-ieTul, Jonab-i-Kuda Karim Khan told me that he had instructions 
to send with me ten horsemen as guards; but as I was leaving only my surveyor at 
‘Marmaten, for, say, « fortnight, after which more of my men would be there, I told 
him re it was, in my opinion, unnecessary to send so many and that four would be 
enough. 

thorefore took four only, and, as they were discontented, I am allowing them to 

leave to morrow, Shabax having left to-day at Ram Hormuz. I took an onder from 
the Naib-ul-Hukumat to the head of the village at Marmaten to supply watchmen 
to my surveyor to look after his camp at night, for which I have instructed him to 
pay, as his camp must be guarded, for he has with him valuable instruments, and the 
guards will have loft; though they had been there, they would not have watched, 
6 T have already mentioned, 

OF eourss, hd you not particularly told me, when T asked you, not to pay these 
men, I had beon inclined to pay them, though I do not hold your autlionity to pay 
thom, on your behalf or account; still, it is obvious they must be paid, aut it is equally 
obyious that we must be guarded, 

Under these eiroumstanees, it is that 1 would trouble you to put the matter right, 
‘and, paying the men yourself, so cause them to be contented to remain with us; or 
else you auntho to pay them on your behalf and account, you telling me the 
rate of pay they should receive, Iam Yery sorry to have to trouble you in this 
matter, just as You are leaving for ‘Tehran too, but’ you will understand that T cannot 
allow mysolf t6 have no guards, 

‘Again wishing you n very pleasant journey, yours, &e. 

(Signed) GEO, B, REYNOLDS. 












































Note, Sent by special messeny 
to Shalamzar to catch the Samsam-e: 
same man to Shahab-es-Sultanch and to 


of the Naibeul-Hukumat from Ram Hormuz 
tach before he left. Copy also sent by the 
andar Assad. 








Inelosure 5 in No 





0. 
Mr. Reynolds to Samsam-ex-Sultanch, 


Dear Friend, Ahwaz, December 7, 1905, 

[ARRIVED here safely on the 2nd December, though shot at by the men of 
Shicikl Rashid at Shake; about ten or fifteen shots were fired at me, they mistaking 
my caravan for your men coming to attack them, ‘This happened on the Ist December. 
Fortunately no one was hurt, 

‘On teaching this, I find’ a report current that your have died suddenly, which 
may God forbid! T do not, however, believe the report, for as we say in my country, 
“the srish is father to the thought” among these people who are your enemies. 

Yesterday I received a letter from my surveyor, whom I left at Marmaten to 
survey the ground, He writes me as follows: that on the Ist December, for purposes 
‘of his work, he went near the village of Mahomet Tahir Khan, where he was told 
that ‘it is not permitted for you to trayel in our country, and if you have not a 
guard L Wl bred your Head.” 

‘On the 2nd December two men from Mirza Jowad Sadur-ul-Ashraf came to him 
asking him by what order be had pitched his tent at Marmaten, and on the 8rd the 
kopt troubling him by asking him by what order he worked in the land of Sarim-ul- 
Mulk, saying, we will not let you work in this country.” You will see that it is 
impossible to work among the wild men of these parts without a proper authority 
from you, and, as the delay in communicating with you is very great, E must beg th 
you will forthwith send sich ontersin writing as—eing respected —will absolutely put 
fan end to all behaviour such as I have deseribed in this and my letter to you of #1 
26th November in the future. 
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Lest this should not reach you, you having gone to Tehran, I am sending a copy 
of it to his Excellency the Shaliab-es-Sultanch and his Excellency the Sardar Assad 
Haji Ali Kuli Khan, and regretting that this trouble should be caused to you, but it 
is no fault of mine, 





Yours, &e. 
(Signed) "GEO, B. REYNOLDS. 





Tnelosure 6 in No. 226. 


Mr. B. Grant Duff to Grand Vizier. 
(Translation) 
(After compliments.) ‘February 18, 1906, 

I HAVE received information that the Salar Arfa has driven away the guards 
sent by the Samsam-es-Sultaneh to protect the oil wells, I therefore request your 
Highness to be so. good as to send immediate orders to Morteza Kuli Khan “and 
Moin-i-Homayun, at Ram Hormuz, to place a guard on the oil wells, and to direct 
Salar Arfa to desist from giving trouble. 











Inclosure 7 in No. 226. 


7 Grand Vizier to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 
(Transtation.) February 27, 1906, 
I HAVE received your note of the 18th instant respecting the guards of the oil 
wells, T have, as requested by you, telegraphed to the Salar Arfa, Morteza Kuli 
Khan, and the Moin.i-Homayun, 











(9439) No. 297, 
Mr. B, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 19) 
(No. 65.) Tas 2 
Sir, ‘Tehran, March 2, 1906. 


WITH reference to my telegram No. 44 of the 10th February, T have the honour 
to transmit herewith a copy of a note which Ihave addressed to the Persian Governe 
ment, informing thom of the dispatch of 200 infantry to Robat. 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFR, 








Inclosure in No, 





Mr. B. Grant Duf to the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 


I HAVE the honour to inform you that the Government: of India, in viow of the 
outbreak of plague in Seistan, are Sending 200 infantry to Robat as a precautionary 
measure, and in order to render assistance to the Persian Government if required. 
Thaye the honour to request your Excellency to inform the authorities of 
Khorassan and Seistan of the above, in order that no alarm may be caused locally, 


February 10, 1906. 





(9440) No, 
Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir E. Grey.—(Received March 19.) 
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‘hie reason of M. Speyer’s recall is stated to be ill-health, and this may, be partly 
the cise, It is, however, no seerct that the Russian Government have not been satis- 
fied with his conduct of affairs, and specially with his management of his Legation, 
Whieh has for the last year been the scene of most unedifying and almost public 
Tniurrels, About the time of the defeat of the Russian Hect by Admiral Togo, 
NM. Speyer rather incautiously gave a small pionie to members of his staff and other 
Russian residents in Tehran. M.de Somow, his Pirst Secretary, declined to attend, 
‘aud shortly after a paragraph appeared in a Russian newspaper criticising the conduct 
Of the Minister. ML. Speyer accused M. Somow of being conecened in the matter, and 
that time members of the Russian Legation have heen divided into two facti 





















‘This state of affairs hiay probably hecome known to the Russian Goyernment, anc 
Tam told that several members of the Legation will be transferred elsewhere. 

Thave, &c. A 

(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFE 








(9506) . No, 229. 


Mr. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 19.) 





we Si Phlrbeah: Mors 
LT HAVE the honour to state that M, Hartwig, the newly appointed 
Porsit, dau at present the Director of the Asiatic Department of th 
called bn me, today in order to inform me that the E 
appotitiig him toWehran, He expressed great satisfaction r 
to-say that hy looked: forward with pleasure to. hei operate, with me 
inv the Rood work of improving the relations, betw nitries, I said that 
Tally: shared his feelings, and that L know that it was the desine of THis Majesty's 
Gavernineut that no untoward incident should arise to disturb our good relations. He 
shill that it would hy out business to put an end to the system of suspicion and 
Jiatilidy: which had cost both enuntyies so much, snd he hoped that there would soon 
Vie consille improvement, fF amstiuced your refusal to agree to the Persian demand 
fora oan, dad lig said that his Govermnent also had returned a negative answer to 
Hho evsiian appeal 
He absonvedd that his no 
jwulfey: than his old friend 
German M 
Wiiawsty 
tlie Emperor's (Ci 
possible departure tro 

















nid was good enough 

































Gory colleague was likely to purste a more energetic 
nuit Res, who was now removed to China, The new 
istor hid Hee, Consil-General at Constantinople, where he was) well 
nhantont advocate of the Bagdad Railway, as aeell 1 ic exponent 
ish policy, Ho thought that this appointment indicated: a 

the passive nttitude hitherto observed by Germany in Persin 
T have, & 
(Signed) CRCIL SPRING-KICE 























(9711) N 
Mr. 


» 





fount Dit I Sir Eilward Grey. —(Receiveit Marck (.) 






Ue ) ‘Tehran, March 19, 1906, 
LHLOWING repeated to fadia 





tho Imperial Hank of Pi 
i ba 

















(9781) No 281 
Mr E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey—(Received March 20.) 
(No. 8,) 
(ielezraphic,) Tehvin, Murch 20, 1906. 


THRJAND, quarantine 
‘Nhe dispatch of WK 
Towle 





jn: doctor to Birjand 
























contirmed by the Mushired= 









{9247} 





Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 20, 1906, 

WITH reference to my letter of the 12th instant, Tam directed by Secretary 
Sir E. Grey to transmit to you herewith, to be laid belore tho Secretary of State for 

copy of a telegram from His Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at ‘Tehran,® concurring 

in the suggestion that the British Vieo-Consul at Ahwaz should procwed to the 
Bakhtiari country in order to place himself in touch with the Chiefs, aid report upon 
‘the condition of the Ahwaz—Ispahan road. 

Sir E, Grey proposes, if Mr, Morley aces no objection, that instructions stiould! bo 
sent to Captain Lorimer to proceed to Ram Hormuz, as suggested, and that the Persian 
‘Transport Company should be informed accordingly. 











Jam, &e. 
(Signed) ©, GORST. 





[9868] No, 233. 
Persian Minister to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received March 21.) 


{HE Persian Minister presents his compliments to his Excellency Sir Edward 
y, and has the honour of inelosing herewith the translation of a telegram he, has 
received to-day, from his Excellency the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 

The Minister would have liked to have handed this telegram to Sir Edward Grey 
‘and to have discussed the matter with his Excellency, but as it was yery urgent and 
important he thought it better to forward it at once to Sir Edward Grey, 40 that the 
necessary steps may be taken as soon as possible, 

Should Sir Edward Groy wish to seo the Minister, ho will have much honour in 
calling at the Foreign Office, whenever, convenient to his Excellency. 

Persian Legation, March 20, 1906. 











Taclosure in No. 233. 


Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Persian Minister. 
(Translation, 





(Tel Fe March 20, 1906. 

A PEW days ago the Princess, wife of his Imperial Highness te’ Shoa 
Saltaneh, was driving in Shiraz accompanied by a number of attendants. The 
Indian Sowars of the British Consulate wore parading at a place which is public 
thoroughfare and a large crowd of people had gathered round to see them and were 
thus obstructing the trafle. Prince Hdjlal-ed-Dowleh, who was accompanying the 
Royal party, when he saw the crowd on the way rode ‘in front wishing to disperse it 
a little in order to open a passage for the carriages. Mr. Graliam, tho British Consul, 
who was at a distance galloping forward and overtaking the Princo, uttered, in'a most 
sharp manner, improper words in reference to him, and was very discourtoous and 
harsh, "Whereas, in the first place, the Indian Sowars had no right to parade in a 
public horoughfares and, in the second plac, tho Pinoo was in no way interfering 
with the Indian Sowars, and he was only wishing to open a e through. the 
¢rowil of lookers-on for the carriage conveying the Royal Family. ‘The Consul had 
no right whatever to act so discourteously towards the Royal Family as he did on 
this occasion. 

You will immediately seck an interview with his Excellency Sir Edward Grey, 
and will make an eamest request that Mr, Graliam may be asked to apologize for 
his action, and you will request that he may also be ssked to alter his mode and 
attituile 
























(9906) 
Mr. B. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 21.) 

(ieioprephio) ‘Tehran, March 21, 1906. 
TR eee by His Majesty's Consul Geneal at Boshi ta he has esiel 

‘om Vieo-Consnl in Arabistan to the effect that the Oil Syndica sin 
Feraging enter ta Pera ot tok de ie Minster or Connar Power fo 
interver ddopt i conciliatory attitude, “ee pits 
SS ae Fre characterized by both the. Viee-Consul and the engineer 0s 
anyrise and tinworkable, and I eoneur in this view. 





{10083} No, 235. 
Indin Office to Foreign Office, (Received March 22.) 


si India Offer, March 21,1908. 
Si | AME directed by Mr, Seoretary Morley to site, for the information C ihe 
crotary of Slate for Poroign Affairs, that he hag learnt that the neve telegraph lin 
SE OE eee hss been competed and that telograms are now being 
itanitted direct to Bao from Constantinople by this ronte. sae 
fri to the working of the line, T aim to inclose a copy of report by the 
Diviggutl Mona of thy Eastern Toegraph Company st Athons ; and, in view of the 
possibility of the Germans sovking to obtain a monopoly of the telegraphs be 


Constantinople and the Tam to requeat that the suggestion contained in 


tho lrter from this Offier of the 27th October, 1004, may | e borne in mind. 


&, < 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE. 


—— 
Inclosure in No, 235. 
Report by the Divisional Manayer, Eastern Telegraph Company, Athens, 


some time now, but it has 
"THE Mleppo-Cont tinople line has been working for some time “ Ww 
eee PP e eae that broke down the other wires on the same poles ves 
aoe tunker ax bzealy reported, expect brilliant result from that communication: 
How far this yill be realized 1 cannot be said ith certainty, but past exporience auth 
yy frequent breakages of their Asiatic win yon in sig hat the reels wil 
Pe ea aeet ibtfal aadl vith tine, 1f tho ‘Turks are, left alone, the tive will fall bac 
upon its position of last year. ns Sane aRratenetis 
of failure, however, the Company must be prepared to see the 
eer eacaea in te coueorn, probably wider disguise, vith iow of 
Geet session of the lie, to oppose which, I believe, the British Government sho 
aking possession of ‘ 
cheal is due course of ti : 
He ee co abtain as taueh information as can on the maintenance and 
progress of the ine. 





(20088) No, 230. 


Mr. B. Grant Duff to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received March 22.) 

fi raphe) 2 ‘Tehran, March 22, 1906, 
(Volegraphie, es 

GOVERNOR of Kain's finances. ae 

ur telegram No, 61 of the 28th July, 1905, eae a 

ee cig tora ielograpiad by, oe i non signalee rat 

jand, the kat-ul-Mulk, Governor of Kai renewed his re us ara 18 
Une MThis amount tho Russian Bank are said to be willing to advance. 
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(9868) No. 237. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. EB, Grant Duj 
(No. 44.) 
(Telegraphic,) P. Foreign Office, March 22, 1906, 

PLEASE ascertain and report the facts of the following incident, which is stated 
by the Persian Minister to have occurred recently in Shiraa :— 

‘While driving in Shiraz, the wife of the Shoa-es-Sultaneh encountered our sowars, 
who were drilling in the public thoroughfare surrounded by a large crowd. On 
Prince Edjlal-ed-Dowleh riding forward to open a passage for the carriages, His 
Majesty's Consul intervened, in a very harsh and discourteous manner, Persian 
Government complain of the discourtesy shown to member of the Royal Family, and 
maintain that the sowars had no right fo parade on the public thoroughfare, 





(0208) No. 238, 


Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 28.) 
(No. 73.) 


(nitograplio) P. Tehyan, March 28,1906. 
THE Perso-Turkish frontier dispute would appoar to be growing serious, and the 
Shah sent for me to-day in order to speak to me about it 

His Majesty first stated that he was at a loss to understand why Sir Nicholas 
O'Conor had declared at Constantinople that His Majesty's Government would remain 
neutral in the frontier dispute, secing that, England: had for so long been the friend of 
Persia, Arbitration in this matter was the duty of Great Britain and Russia, and he 
earnestly hoped that, at a time when Persia was in serious diffeultics, the good offices 
of His Majesty's Government would not be refused, Just as the friendship of Great 
Britain was more valued by Persia than that of Turkey, so Hix Majesty's Government 
must also set the friendship of Persia above that of Turkey, for Persia's policy vas a 
constant one, whereas that of ‘Turkey was over changing. Moreover, many of the 
inhabitants of India wero Sunnis, and therefore co-religionists of ‘the ‘Turks, an ‘Turkey 
might therefore some day create difficulties in India, 

In conclusion, the Shah sent compliments to the King, and expressed a hope that 
the traditional friendship existing between the two countries would not be forgotten by. 
His Majesty ; he relied on His Majesty's good-will, 

Phe Shab received the Russian’ Chargé d’Affaires just before me, and probably 
conveyed to him a similar mossa 

Twas informed by the Minister of the Court that the Persians wore forming a. 
large camp near the Russian frontier in Azerbaijan in order to protect the ‘Turkish force 
how in the disputed territory from the possible attacks of Persian tribes. 

A Persian Commissioner was being sent to Lahijan, where 1 understood the 
‘Turkish Commission was to meet him, 

T ould venture to suggest that compliance with the Shalts request, if entertained 
by His Majesty's Government, should be conditional on the Persian Goverament settling 

Jong outstanding cases in token of their good-will, and on their assuming a 
iliatory attitude generally. At present they ure even more than usually 
obstructive, owing to our refusal of « loan and other causes, 

During the audience | confined myself to stating that Sir Nicholas O'Conor's 
attitude was doubtless based on your instructions; that I would at once convey, His 


Majesty's request to my Government, from whom T doubted not that it would receive 
due consideration. 





[10210) No, 239, 


Mr, E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received March 28.) 
(No. 74.) 


(Telegraphic. P. Tehran, March 28, 1906. 
YOUR telegram No, 44 of the 22nd March, 
His Majesty's Consul at Shiraz telegraphed as follons on the 14th March 
“Prince Idjlal-ed-Dowleh, of Borasjun infamy, is the author of this complaint, 
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On Sanday afternoon the Prinee, riding at a distance of several hundred yards in 
front of the Shoa-es-Sultanch’s houschold, crossed to the far side of an avenue over 
#2 yards in breadth, and procecded to break up a group composed of my sowars, who 
vere tent-pegging with me, and of Persian spectators, ‘The Prince rode up brandishing 
watch Ea my turn, rode up to him and very. angrily remonstrated with him for 
raising his‘stick against the men of my escort, He answered that he had raised bis 
Alick against the erowd and not against my men, and offered to shake: hands with me, 
Tat Tsefused todo sv. Leontradicted his assertion, which was several times repeated, 
tad bade him remember that he had no right to raise his stick against my men, no 
inatter whether he were a Prince or no. 

“Mirza Reza ‘Khan called about two hours later and repeated the explanations 
offered by the Prince. I thereupon withdrew my expressions, and wrote accepting bis 
Explanations. ‘The complaint that T obstructed the Shoa-es-Sultaneh’s household is 
ridiculous.” 


[informed the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, who had already complained to me, of the facts 
of the case, and also sent a message to him privately to the effect that I should have to 
faige the question of threatening our soldiers if he pursued the matter further. | Two 
days ago his Excellency sent me a message to say that the Shah had decided not to 
press the complaint 

In 1904 Prines Idjlal-ed-Dowleh, who is a notorious roifian, brutally assaulted at 
Boragjun a signaller of the Indo-Buropean ‘Telegraph Department, and, s0 far, no com- 
pensation liag been paid for the assault, 

itis Majesty's Consul at Shiraz has done very well during a trying time, and T 
think this complaint is merely an attempt, to discredic him, 1 submit that his indig- 
hation at-a mart of this description threatening our soldiers with a stick was justifiable 
MMeve constant complaints emanate from the Shoa-es-Sultaneh, curaged by bis removal 
from Shiraz, nnd {should be most grateful if you could put a stop to them. 

Government have, of course, been formed that there was not the 
tention of showing disrespect to the Prince's household on the part of Tis 





{lo2i1) No. 240, 
Mr. B, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey—(Received March 23,) 


(No. 75, Contidential.) 
(olegraphic.) P. Tehran, March 28, 1906. 
PERSIAN complaint against His Majesty's Consul at Shiraz. 
It seems that your telegram No. 44 must have crossed one to the Persian Minister 
from the Mashir-ed-Dowleh, in which he is instructed to let the matter drop. 
Tihave just heen informed confidentially by the Mushir-el-Dowleh that the late 
horil of Fars is the author of these complaints, and that his object is to 
n between his Excellency and the Legation. 





_ [0201] Neely 


ik Sir Bdward Grey to Sir N, O'Conor. 
fo. 20 
(Welegraphie.)  P. Foreign Office, March 23, 1906, 
RUSSIAN Government suggest that we should strongly support the Persian 
contention with regard to the ‘Curco-Persian frontier dispute, and that further pressure 
should be put on the Porte. We should be glad to know your views on the nssian 
Foremnment’s suggestion, and to bo informed of the attitude adopted by your Russian 
colleague. 
TE might be opportune, in view of the attitude adopted by the Sultan with regard 
to the Sin’ Peninsula, to take a stronger line about the ‘Turco-Persian frontier, acting 
in concert with the Russian Ambassador in the matter. 
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[9421] No, 242. 


‘Sir Edward Grey to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 
ay y uff. 
‘legraphic.) P. Foreign Office, March 2: 

WIHT referees to your despatches Nos, 14,15, and At cheese Geroainent 
ae obviously, asin the case of Labaree, neither able hot willing punish the Kurds 
for the atack on Captain Gough, As no forcible action to enforce inehiont ea 

re taken by His Majesty's Government, nothing éan be gained by sending ftrther 
messages to tlie Persian Government. Tt tlierefore apptars ‘beat to await the reply 
ent to Mr, Pearson by the United States’ Government in auswer to his request for 
nstructions, and, in ease of his being instructed to seck an audience of the Shiali, yott 


might join him and dray the attention of His Majesty to the Gough incident. 





(9429) No, 243. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. E, Grant Duf’ 


: Foreign Office, March 28, 1906 

I HAVE received your despateh No. 55 of the 28 Sa Gengeairal 
ive he 28th February last reporting. th 
iLascatment of two British Cousular mussengers oa the road betweon Shiraz and 


‘The terms of the note which you addressed 215 i 
eau te nae ale Saale at the 15th ultimo to the Mushir-ed- 
«bam, &e, 
(Signed) WARD GREY, 





(10375) No, 244, 


0:42) Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 24.) 
Telegraphic.) P. 

‘PURCO-PERSIAN fronticr, 

Your telagram No, 20 of yestorday, 

‘um in eloso communication with Russian Ambassador, and have repeatedly 
reprstatins to Ovtonn Gover in sms vase a ny AME EMSRS 
urter, however T shoul ike to arrive at settlement ofthe Akaba front raion 

should offer any resistance to our joint pressure, wo should, I thin 

consider what, actual measures we mi on hav eases) 
Sa BR ce vate then have to tak and in wow of the 


unfriendly 0 din recent times by Y 

Goverament, how Sarit would bo advisnbl to inset on an eeace Western 
fi @ century has fallen into abeya ess His Majesty's Gi 

to obtain some advantages in compensation. Saoeer se eee 


Constantinople, March 24, 1900, 





(10209) No. 245, 


a f) Sir Edward Grey to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 
Telegraphic.) P. Pore 
a : Foreign Office, March 24, 1906. 
“ean QUESTION i being considared of instrising Si Norse (once nleuniert 
‘nssian colleague, and to make a stronger representation at Constantinople 


concerning the Turco-Persian ioned i 
ee tl Ris Persian froutier dispute mentioned in your telegram No. 73 of 





{1618} 





[10387] Noreres 


Sir N O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 26.) 
(No. 174.) 
Sir, Constantinople, March 16, 1906. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 147 of the Sth instant, I have the honour to 
report that the Persian Ambassador called on me yesterday morning, and showed me & 
nate (copy inclosed) which he had just received from the Ottoman Minister for Foreign 
‘Affairs, stating, that, inasmuch as the old reports drawn up by Dervish ‘and Khorshid 
Pashar showed that certain points situated even further from the frontier than those 
row occupied by Turkish troops belong to the Ottoman Empire, the complaints of Persin 
were unfounded. 

Prince Mirza Riza Khan was considerably agitated, and said that he could only 
understand from the note that the Porte contemp! lated some further encroachment on 
Persian territory, and he feared that the situation was likely to Tead to very strained 
Telations between the two countries, He was about to inform the Russian Ambassador 
Uf the Porte’s communication, and earnestly hoped that M. Zinoview and I would afford 
him our good offices and support to compose the dispute, and in the ‘meantime he 
would be gratetul for any advice I could give him as to the immediate action he should 
take. 

T told his Highness that it seemed to me his best course for the moment was to 
call on tho Grand Vizier and again urge on him the arguments and proofs employed by 
the Persian Government in fayour of their contention, while urging, at the same time, 
Tis desire for the appointment of a mixed Commission of delimitation, and requiring, as 
a proof the Porte's goot-ill and a gauge of their friendly intentions, the withdrawal of 
tie Ottoman troops from Passovn, feaving the ownership of the other posts in suspense 
until the Commission gaye its dec [promised to take an early opportunity of 
sneaking at the Porte in support of his contentions, 

Hig Highness said that he would do so, and late in the evening he told me that he 
had found the Grand Vizier disposed to treat the question in a conciliatory spirit, and 

plained that the note implied merely that the Porte considered that there were 
ws on the Persian side of the undelimited zone as ‘Turkish 


“Tigre. was, however, no intention whatever to move the troops beyond the points 
tuy vow occupied, and Any representations which the Ambassador had to make woul 
ihe carefully considered. 

Tn the course of the afternoon I received a visit from the Russian Ambassador, 
who agreed with me in thinking that it might he difficult to induce the Port 
withdraw from Passova, or to agree to the arbitration of Great Britain and Rus: 
provided for hy the Auglo-Russian Agreement of March 1865, (“Hertslet’s Persia 
Mronties,” ps 248), and Wat it would be well to report the state of the question to our 
respective Governments before making any formal proposal to the Porte imply 
Taltronce of tho question to our decision, lest the Porte should refuse and place 
Us in the position of submitting to a ort of rebuif or of going further than might he 
osirable, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) | -N. R, O'CONOR. 


SSS 


Tnolostire in No. 210. 
‘Tewjik Pasha to Prince Mirza Rixu Khan, 


(rletion). Le W (14) Mars, 1906. 
DHAPRRS Io contenu des rapports dressés dans le temps par feu Derviehe et 
Khorehidl Pachas concernant ln frontire Persane, il résulte que certains points situés 
au dell des positions oecupdes aetuellement par Tarmée Impériale appartiennent aussi 
PEmpire Ottoman, eo qui prouye que Ja plainte de votre Gouvernement n'est pas 
conforme 8 la réalité, 
Je saisis, &e. 
Le Ministre des Mfaires Btrangdres, 
(Signs) TEWEIK. 
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[10402] No. 247. 


sir N. O’Conor to Si ward Grey.—( eive 

gee Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 26.) 

i lest Constantinople, March 20, 1906. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 174 of the 16th tnstant, T have the honour 
oes ere nist ths Persian Ambassador at this Court, with copies of 

lence to the Sublime Porte, which his Hi Newt 
Pasha on the Turco-Persian frontier ate, UE Ue eaenel ett 

_ Thave, &e, 
(Signed) N. R. OCONOR, 


Tnclosure 1 in No, 247. 
Prince Risa Khan to Sir N. O'Conor. 


5 Ambassade Impérial m 
‘M. Ambassadeur ct cher Colldgue, : 119 ae ey Oe, 


AL Vonneur denvoyer A votre Excellence ci-inclus les copies de mes notes 


remises, en langue Francaise, le 17 courant, 2 la Sublime Porte, relati faa 
, 5 tla. ° mae . 
de la frontiére et de Passvah, plus une copie en are. are 


__ Veuiller, &e. 
(Signé) "Princo M. RIZA KHAN, 


Inclosure 2 in No, 217. 


Prince Riza Khan to Tewfik Pasha. 


M. le Ministre, Constantinople, le 2 Mouharem, 1824 (17 M 

c : mstantinople, le 21 Mouharem, 1824 (17 Mars, 1906). 

_ FAL Vhonneur daccuser récoption A votre Excellence. de a Taina 18a 00 
mois par Inquella ello me not a réponse, reproduite chaps, aux diverses notes que 


ieee Thonneur de remettre & 1a Sublime Porte au sujet de Venvahissement du territoire 


san par les troupes Ottomanes, 


(Traduction tittérale,) “Te 18 Mouharem, 1824, 
_,:Diaprds Te contenu des rapports dressés dans To temps par feu Dervicho et 
Khiarchiod Pachas, concernant la frontidre Porsano, il résulte que certains points situés 
aul peers # natuellement par Tarmée Taypetatoappartonnent 
isi A 'Empire Ottoman, ce qui prouve que In plainte de votre Gouyernet es 
sa) nie Quran coal meagan a iainte de yotre Gouyernement n'est 
___ de saisis, &o, 
“Le Ministre des Affaires Rtrangdros, 
(Signs) “Tewers Pact.” 


En inyoquant, comme des documents pouvant trancher la question dit diité 
frontire qu existe entre les, deux pops, Ted rapporte faits outretois par les Dale 
Ottomans Dervie he et Kharchied Pachas, la Subhime Porte méconnait—et elle ne peut 
Mgnores—que ces préiximent parce que a Turquie e I Perse ne parvensient pas 
sfentendre sur la détermination de 1a frontidre quien 1861 les deux Gouvornements 
se sont mis diaccort your confer le partago de In frontidve & une: Commision 
Mixte, composée des Délégués d’Angleterre, de Russie, de Turquie, ct de Perse, 
Est-il nécessaire de rappeler que cette Commission Mixte a inspecté ot visits 
toute Ja frontidre, ct que de 1857 jusqu’en 1865 elle a dressé In carte de toute la 
frontiére depuis 1é Golfe Persique jusquau Mont Ararat, en y figurant uno zone de 
204 40 milles de largeur comprenant tous les terrains en litige entre les deux pays. 
Apr’s avoir terminé ce grand travail les Comn res des deux Puissances Médintrices: 
remirent la carte, en exprimant Vopinion qu'il appartenait alors aux deux Gouvorne- 
ments Musulmans de se mettre accord «1 pour fixer In ligne frontidre 
Ainitive dans les limites de la zone des terrains en litige, Cette carte, comme on to 
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| ait, fut copiée et des exemplaires authentiques en furent. remis officiellement a la 
Turquie et & la Perse par ies soins des deux Puissances Médiatrices. 

Cependant, le travail final de la ligne frontiére ne fut pas entrepris et les deux 
Gouvernements se mirent d’accord pour maintenir provisoirement le statu quo dans la 
' zone des terrains en litize, et eet accord a fait Yobjet de la Convention du 2 Aoit, 1869 
nt [Article II stipule formellement que tous les lieux en. 
litige au moment de la visite des Commissaires des Quatre Puissances demeureront 

Vadininistration de I’Btat od ils se trouvaient, et que cet état de 
ment respecté par les deux Parties Contractantes. 
Porte posstde un exemplaire officiel et authentique de la carte ot 











ie! 
la visite des Commissaires des Quatre 













des Puissances Médiatrices, 
Ceci demande une ex, 










pérer q) 
relations amicales qui exist 
dans l'intérét de Vhumanité 
si déplorable on donnant Vordre aux troupes 
incontestablement & la Perse, 

Je suis autorisé 4 déclarer qu’aussitOt apr s l’évacuation du territoire incontesté, 
le Gouvernement Persan enverra immédiatement une Commission sur la zone contestée 
your entror en pourparlers avec Ia Commission Tmpériale, afin de parvenir amical 
ment i la délimitation de la frontiére et mettre aussi définitivement fin aux difficult 
qui oocupent depuis si longtemps les hommes d’itat des deux pays Musulman 
auxquels une foi comme: dans I'Islamisme impose une amitié et une fraternité dans 
toutes les circonstances de la vie 





































Veuillez, &e. 
(Signé) Prince RIZA M. KHAN. 


—$—$————— 








Inclosure 8 in No. 2! 
Prince Riza Khan to Tewfik Pasha. 


M. le Ministre, Constantinople, le 17 Mars, 1906. 

TAL eu Vhonneur de receyoir de la part de votre ixcellence par Vintermédiaire 
du Général Ohannds Khan, Premier Drogman de cette Ambassade Impériale, le 
resume dit rapport télégraphique envoyé de Ravandous par son Excellence Vadjid 
Pacha, au sujet de la possession de certains territoires se trouvant, soit dans la zone 
des terrains on litige ontre les deux pays, soit dans !’Empire Persan, et qui viennent 
(etre envabis par les troupes Ottomanes. 

To dois faire remarquer que les arguments exposés dans le dit résumé n'ont pour 
base que impression personnelle de Vadjid Pacha, impression qu’il dit d’ailleurs étre 
conforme A Popinion exprimée dans les anciens rapports de feu Derviche Pacha et 
Kharchied Pacha. Je ne me trouve par conséquent pas devant un document potivant 
faire autorité pour trancher un litige aussi important entre nos deux Gouvernements, 
‘A cet égard, je dois me référer aux documents officiels qui existent déja et qui 
sont i— 



































2D Lacarte officielle dela zone des terrains en litige quia été dressée de 1867 
jusqu’au 1865 par Tos Commissaires des Deux Puissances Méiiatrices apros Ia visite 
Ht tinspeation de la frontitre par les Commissaires des Quatre Pnissanees ; eb 












(10598) No, 247". 
Cuptuin Coe to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 26.) 


) ?, Bushire, March 26, 1906. 

ABLE-HOUSE at Bander Abbas 

Fearn that Renter's agont at Bunier Ali . 1 Lesa LO 
London aivings «i inidleading version of the existing dispute esenes of His 
Majesty's ship Fox” and the visit of the ed to th 

ial arrives on the 2h 

1eRox wont to Bnuder Abbas in connection wilt 

Trecommend that the message, the promi desirable, 
should Lee stopped or promptly: corrected 





pa 


3, L’Arrangement intervenu le 2 Aodt, 1869 (24 Rebi-ul-Akhix, 1286), enti les 
deux Gouvernements, et en verta duquel ila été conyenu que les terrains en litige au 
tuoment de la visite des quatre Commissaires demeureront provisoirement sous 
Yadministration de I’Btat od ils se trouvaient, et que cet état de statu quo sera 
strictement respecté par les deux Parties Contractantes jusqu’s la délimitation 
définitive. 

Ce sont 1A les seule documents incontestables, que nous, Rossdlous, ef cst 
nécessairement sur cette base que Vexamen de contestatio frontidres doit ae Te 
Or, ainsi que je Vai dg écrit dans ma déptche de eo jour, lo, carte oflcielle, et 
authentique des terrains en litige indique Veuné comme partie des terrains, 
ep ltze, tandie quelle désigne Passvah comme appartenant incontestablement & 1a 

ere. 

(Quelle valeur pourrait-on dés lors accorder ii opinion contraire personnellement: 
expritnée maintenant par Vadjid Pacha, ou auparavant par feu Derviche et Kharchied 
Pachas, Si l'on pouvait admettre une pareille procédure, Ia Perse pourrait de méme 
revendiquer la propriété des terrains indiqués par les rapports de ses Commissatres 
comme devant appartenir & VEmpire de Perse, Do part ot autre, de pareilles 
prsjntiane sont inadmissibles, Les effots de la visite et de V'inspection de Ia frontidre 
rates par les Commissaires des Quatro Puissances de 1887 jusqu’’ 1865, qui ont été 
corroborés par Ia Convention Turco-Persane de 1869, ne pouvent pas étre annihilés par 
des opinions particulidres Persanes ou Otfomanes, 

‘Fe ne puis, en cons6quence, que porsévérer dans mos protestations antérieures ot 
exprimer une fois de plus Pespoir que le Gouvernement Ottoman, & bref délai, ordonnora 
Vévacuation du territoire Persan, pour qu'il devienne enfin possible de roprendre 
Tenure de 1868 et de termincr Ia Adlimitation de la frontidre sux des bases acooptablea 


pour les deux pays. 
Veuillez, &. 
(Signé) | ‘Prine RIZA M. KITAN, 





(10088) No, 248. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, ign Offie, March 26, 1906. 

WITH reference to tho correspondence ending with my letter of the 26th July, 
1905, Tam directed by Secretary Sir E, Gro. to trananit to you herewith, to be laid 
hhefore tho Secretary of State for Indio, copy of a telegram from His Majesty's Chargé 
@Affaires at Tehran,° reporting that the Governor of Kain has renewed his request 
for a loan. 

Sir B, Grey seés no reason to modify the view expressed to Sir A. Hardinge in 
telogram No. 61 of the 28th July, 1905, aiid proposes, if Mr. Morley concurs, to inform 
Mr, Grant Dull accordingly. 


Tam, &e. 
(Gigued) ' E, GORST. 





(10676) No. 249, 


Ree Mr. E. Grant Duf to Sir Edward Grey—(Received March 21.) 

No. 78.) 

Oi raphic) |B. Tehran, March 27, 1906. 
(ENJAM-Bundler Abbas cable. 

Major Cox telegram ofthe 20th March, Tam doing my est to settle the dispute 
about the location of the Telegraph Office and cable house, which has been proceeding 
ever since the ond of January last. 

T have given instructions to stop Reutor's mischievous message from being 
published in Persia, 


‘The messenger leaving on the 30th March will carry a full roport on this 
question. 





© No. 236. 
(1618) 

















(10766) No. 250. 





India Office ta Foreign Office —(Received March 28.) 


Sir, India Office, March 27, 1906. 

I AM directed by Mr. Secretary Morley to acknowledge Sir E, Gorst’s letter of the 
Oth instant, inclosing Mr. Grant Duff’s despatch No. 36 of the 2nd February last, 
which transmitted a copy of a letter addressed by Major Sykes, His Majesty's Acting 
Consul-General at Meshed, to the Government of India, embodying his. views on the 
present state of Persia, and the steps which should be’ taken in anticipation of the 
breaking up of the existing order of things in Porsi 

Th roply, Tam to request that you will draw Sir E. Grey's attention to the letters 
from the Government of India of the 4th February, 1904, and of the 17th August, 1905, 
which express the views of the Government of Tadia at that time upon the subject” 
Mr, Morley: sould snggest for consideration whether it might not be well that these 











Tottors with other papers bearing on the subject should be laid before the Committee 
of Imperial Defence, 


Tam, &e, 
(Signed) A 





GODLEY. 








(10806) No. 251. 


Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 28.) 





Tehran, March 28, 1900, 


Tam informed by His Majesty's Consul-Goneral at Bushire that Major Morton 
4s examined and reported on the Bakhtiurl road. Major Morton was recently in 
Persia in- connection with the Karun irrigation scheme, His report. is now of its 
Kay {0 me, Tt would seen that, in these circumstances, the dispatch of Tis Majesty's 
Consul at Ahvag to inspect the voul'is unnecessary. 

(Repeated to Thain.) 























(10801) 
Mr. li. Grant Duff to Sir Edivard Grey.—(Received March 28.) 
0 BL) 
‘Tolographie.) B. Tehran, March 28, 1906. 
SEISTAN, 








ti fon with the meastires being taken for the suppression of the plague, 
serious disturbances havo broken out in Seistan, 
‘the India Office have presumably communteated full details to you, whieh in 
acconlaice with the arrangement recently arrived at with the Government of Ind 
should be in their possession, 




















{10802} No, 253, 
Mr. It. Grant Duff to Sir Bdward Grey— (Received March 28.) 





{Nou 82) 

(Telographic.) P. Tek 

\ SUISTAN riots. 
Tninediately on the ve 





. March 28, 1906, 









t of the news Lwent to see the Mushired-Dowlch, who, 

in my presence, sont telegranis to the Seistan authorities and to the Governor-Genent 

of KKhorassan, instructing them to «ford protection to His Majesty's Consulate 
Offence would be given here by sonding troops from Robat. 
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(10846) No. 254. 





India Office to Foreign Office —(Received March 29.) 


Sir, India Office, March 28, 1906, 

IN roply to Sir E, Gorst’s letor of the 20th March, T am directed by Mr, Secretary 
Morley to say that he sees no objection to Sir E. Grey's proposal that His Majesty's 
Vice-Consul at Ahwaz should be instructed to proceed to Ram Hormuz in oror to 
place himself in touch with the Bakhtiari Chiefs and report upon the condition of tho 
Ahwaz-Ispshan road. It i, however, assumed that, in tho event of the Company taking 
action upon his report, the responsibility will rest entirely upon them, 


de. 
(Signed) A, GODLEY. 





(20911) No. 255. 
Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received March 29.) 
(No. 84.) 
(Telegraphic.) P, Tehran, March 29, 1906, 


HENJAM, “Your telegram No, 34. 
His Majesty's Consul-Gonoral at Bushire telegraphs as follows:— 


“Customs Department to-day began to erect building within the limits of the 
Indo-Buropean Telograph Deparemont. at Hlenjam, ‘This is regarded by the Arab 
inhabitants as an indication that I admit the jurisdiction of the Persian Government 
over them. ‘The Arab Sheikh warns the Assistant, Superintendent that there will bo 
disturbances, and has informed representative of Indo-European olegeaph Depart. 
ment that he is unable to restrain the inhabitants any longer. Provision must. bo 
ade for the safety of our staff, and I should be glad if one of His Majesty's ships 
could proceed to Henjam and remain there for the presents 

“A call might frst be made at the Arab village, and the Arabs should bo warned 
that their case is under discussion, and that disturbances will not be tolerated 
meanwhile, 

“Sent to Naval Commander-in-chief at Bunder Abbas on the 28th March, and 
repeated on the 20th March to ‘Tehran and the Government of India.” 


On receipt of above T sent an urgent note to the Mushir-cd-Dowleh, requesting 
that, pending negotiations, orders might be sent to stop the building, T added that, 
order to protect British property and subjects, one of His Majesty's ships was b 
sent to Henjam, 
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(10083) No, 256. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir N, O'Conor. 
(No. 126.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 81, 1906. 

I TRANSMID to your Excellency herewith copy of w letter from the Thin 
Office relative to telegraphic communication between Constantinople and the Persian 
Gulf and the improvement of the telegraph service to Mohammorah,® 

You will observe that attention is called to the suggestion made in October 1904 
that the Turkish Government should be asked to opon a telegraph office on the Fao 
Bussorah line opposite to Mohammerah, and that'a boat service should be arranig 
for the delivery of messages to that port. 

I should be glad to learn your views as to whether there would be any obj 
to approaching the Turkish Government in the sonse suggested by the India Office, 
and whether there would be « reasonable prospect of their entertaining the proposal, 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) EDWARD GREY, 












































